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THE

BJLACK' .BANNEM.

HE attention of the Count now became

rivetted upon the speaker, and he scarcely

ventured to breathe, lest he should miss a

word of what he was to be told ; indeed,

his mind was by this time attuned to that

pitch, as to be capable of giving credence

to what, but a few hours before, he would

have ridiculed as the height of superstitious

folly. The sibyl perceived the impression i

he had received, and proceeded

:

" I shall pass over the progress of the

Turkish arms, as well as the taking of the

city of Eassora, which fell a sacrifice ta/

VOL. III. B ' voii:^
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voiir victorious troops ; , a conquest so

deeply felt by the Persian monarch, that

upon receiving the account of it, he shut

himself up in his seraglio for several days,

• %vilhout permitting even his most favourite

sultanas to have access to him. It was not,

however, the loss of the city that so much

affected him, as that of Zulima, the destined

Countess Von Werdenberg. You well

know. Count, the various means he em-

ployed to obtain a knowledge of her fate,

but in vain ; for although he was himself

certain that she was somewhere concealed

in the Turkish empire, yet he could by no

means ascertain it; and his embassy respect-

ing her was founded upon the expectation

that Achmet would command a search,

which he trusted would be effectual. That

monarch's sincere regard^ however, for you

baffled his scheme ; and finding every me-

thod useless, he gave himself up to the

most desperate despair, air ,,
froin the king,

became the tyrant o^ v,>3 people.

** You may perhaps be surprised thai

the
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the loss of a niece, who was the promised

bride to the purposed successor of the Per-

sian throne, should be productive of such

fury ; but this surprise will cease, when the

secret which had so long lain concealed

within the Prince's breast was, in a mo-

ment of frenzied agony, discovered. Yes,

Count, the Sultan loved Zulima—loved

her with a desperation that, had not fortune

removed her, might have shaken the Per-

?iian empire to the centre : the pretended

engagement to the heir apparent was a

blind practised to conceal his own illicit

])assion for one so nearly allied to him ;

and it was solely to place her from the

temptations of a court, that she was re-

moved to the royal, but sequestered palace

of Bassora. Neither did the Sultan content

himself with ordinary measures to accom-

plish his discovery : he commanded the

high priest of Zoroaster to summon a meet-

ing of his disciples, and declared it to be

his royal will and pleasure that they should.

B 2 US(
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use their Utmost skilly in order to restore

the ravished Princess to her country. Sur-

prised at so unusual a command, our vene-

rable superior presumed to deny the neces-

sity For having recourse to those sacred

inysteries, forbidden by their great founder

to be used but on the most solemn occa-

sions; and, notwithstanding the cloud which

]^e perceived gathering upon the brow of

his sovereign, he dared to vindicate the un-

erring justice of divine Providence, in

having removed, to a iar distant climate,

one whose fatal beauty would innocently

have caused the destruction of thousands.

' And of what consequence,' exclaimed

the furious monarch, '^ are the lives of mil-

lionSj when put in competition with a
.

prince's happiness ? Instantly obey^ or, by

Orosmades, I swear your own blood shall

smoke upon those altars you vainly fancy a

protection from my fury !*

'•' With the calmness and serenity of con-

scious virtue^ the high priest bowed his head

in
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in silence; but viewing; his sovereign with

an impressive yet compassionate look, he

exclaimed, as he ]G[t the apartment, at-

tended by the inferior snaoi— ' Such is the

efiect of passion uncontrolled, Vv'hich, led

on by the hurricane of impatience, dares

to gratify its unlicencecl fury, though un-

attainable by any other means than those

ar which Nature herself shudders.*

" With these w^ords he left the", apnrt-

ment, while the monarch, hesitating be-

tween his meditated vengeance, and the

awe with which the superior power of the

inagi impressed his mind, hastened to bury

hifnself in the interior of the serac^lio.

'' In the mean time the sacred temple

was prepared for the celebration of those

rites which the sovereign had demanded.

Eager to obtain the intelligence, that prince

determined to be present at the mysterious

solemnity—a demand which for ages had

never been made, and which could be ac-

ceded to in favour of the reigning monarch

alone ; not even the next in succession, oi'

B 3 a single
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a single attendant^ being permitted to en-

ter the interior, where the rites were per-

formed. Seated upon a magnificent throne,

prepared for the occasion^ he seemed to

await the beginning of the ceremony with

a gloomy anxiety ; his penetrating eyes

rolled around the mystic fane, as if in anxi-

ous expectation of the appearance of that

form which engrossed all his thoughts.

" It was rtiy business to begin the solemn

incantation; but scarcely had the first re-

sponse began, than, with a noise loud as

thunder, a rushing wind forced open the

massy doors, and the temple, which but a

moment before was illuminated with a

thousand lamps, became involved in total

darkness. All was horror and confusion ;

the monarch rushed from his throne, and

was about to leave the dreadful scene^

when, in characters of fire, these words

rooted him to the spot :
' Desist, presimip'

iuoiis mortal, or dread the impending ven-

geance of tJiose beings thou darest to invoke.*

Like as the stricken deer attempts to fly

from
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from the shaft by which he is wounded^ so

did the terrified monarch endeavour to es-

cape from his own thoughts. Buried within

the inmost recesses of his palace, he brooded

over his disappointed hopes; busied thus

in reflection, it at last occurred to him,

that the scene he had so lately beheld in

the temple was fictitious, and raised by the

ingenuity of the magi, in order to terrify

him from a pursuit which they had before

so strongly reprobated.

" This idea added tenfold fury to his

passion ; and, careless as to the issue, he

ordered his domestic troops to surround

the temple of Orosmades, and, by setting

it on fire, to involve both priests and their

assistants in one promiscuous ruin. For a

moment, even the bravest stood aghast

;

but a more peremptory order, with threats

of instant execution, at last compelled them

to proceed. All was instant confusion

^

thousands flew to the protection of their

sacred religion, while others joined the

impious abettors of the monarch's fury,

B 4 Disgusted
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Disgusted with the scenes of carnage that

everywhere met my view, and indeed, not

thinking myself in safety in the capital, I

determined to take advantage of the con-

fusion, and undertake my long-meditated

enterprize.

*^
I well knew that the natives of Ger-

many were addicted to superstition, and

that those who, in the smallest degree, un-

derstood the science of magic, were looked

lip to and caressed as supernatural beings.

Possessed, therefore, as I was, of such a su-

perior pre-eminence in mystic lore, I had

little doubt of succeeding, to the utmost of

my wishes, even if, upon examination, I

should find my high-spirited relatives un-

willing to acknowledge me ; indeed, I little

expected that they would take notice of

me ; nor was I mistaken, one only out of .

the numerous class excepted. To the wel-

fare of that one, I vowed my whole life,

should be subservient ; I mean not indi-

vidually, but to those also whom he ho-

noured with his esteem.

''At
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" At some future period/' continued the

sibyl, addressing the Count and Theodore

in a more pointed manner, " you shall be

made acquainted with the remainder of cir-

cumstances that, for the present, must con-

tinue veiled in mystery. One more parti-

cular alone, but of the highest importance

to the Count Von Werdenberg, am 1 per-

mitted to reveal : the infant Zulima stili

lives/'

" Lives !'* cried the Count.

Nature could bear no more; and he feB

into the arms of Theodore, which had in-

stantly, upon perceiving the eflect so sud-

den a surprise occasioned, been extended

to support him. The conflict, however,

was soon over; and a few drops of the

cordial, carefully administered, restored the

suspended animation. Gazing around the

gloomy apartment, the Count seemed 't(>

expect the appearance of his daughter;;

but the sibyl, av;are of what was passing, in^

his mind, gently recalled his wandering

imagination, and by degrees restored, hi lUi

B 5- to
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to tolerable composure. Questions, how-

ever, were rapidly multiplied upon ques-

tions, all of which were carefully evaded,

until, at length the half-satisfied father was

obliged to desist from further inquiry, as

he plainly perceived^ that the same reasons

"which required her removal from his pa-

ternal care, prevented her return to it at

the present moment. His mind, however,

was no longer desponding, but elated with

hope; and so wonderfully had his sentiments

been changed during this eventful inter-

view, that he had become almost as great

a believer in supernatural agency, as he

had previously been a despiser of its as-

sertors.

The assurance of his Zulima's safety,

"which was solemnly repeated to him, toge-

ther with the promise that the superintend-

ing care of the sibyl, as far as her power

extended, should be exercised for her pro-

tection, until the hour ordained by fate

for her restoration, gave new life to the

Count; and although he dreaded the dan-

gers
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gers by which, he was informed, she was.

surrounded, still he trusted that the same

Providence v^hich had hitherto protected

her, would continue its powerful support

in every emergency.

Deeply interested in this conversation,,

the time would have passed unheeded, had

not their hostess recalled their attenti-on tO'

their original pursuit.

'' And it will not/' she observed,.

'^ prove a less stimulus to your exertions,

by the knowledge, that the fates of the inno-

cent sufTerers, Adeline, Matilda, and Zulima,,

are so intimately connected^ that the

avenger of either is the avenger of all. I

see the generous impatience of" the brave

Theodore; would that it was permitted me
to disclose the volume of fate, and give

ease to hearts already deeply conversant

with misfortune; but though possessed of

more than human knowledge and power,,

still those prerogatives are limited : suffice'

it to know_, that the destiny of those inno-

cent sufferers must be decided by the valour

B 6 • of
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of Theodore de Moiintfort, aided by the

experience of Henry Count Von Werden-

berg. But it is time to hasten vour de-

parture; already are Sternheim and Ber-

thold upon the road. Receive fhen my
Una] instructions,, and with it this mysteri-

ous standard— (giving, at the same time,

into the hands of Theodore, the large ebony

staff before mentioned) :—but remember

not to attempt the developement of its

virlueSj until it has produced the destined

effect."

She then proceeded to inform them of

the use to be made of it; a ready obe-

dience was promised to her commands, and

they ]ci\ the eventful cottage, with sensa-

tions far different to those which they en-

tertained upon their first entrance into it»

The gloom which had so long hung upon

the brow of the Count, had given place to

the rays of hope, though long distant

;

"vvhile an ardour, new and irresistible, darted

from the eye of the heroic Theodore. They

bad also been promised the future assist-

tance
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tance of that mysterious being whom they

had just parted from ; a promise which

cheered their hearts, and enabled tlieni to

bear the present evils with greater fortitude.

The issue of the engagement with Albert

has been already related ; it remains for

us, therefore, only to describe the means

which so unexpectedly caused that Prince

to relinquish an almost certain victory, and

to give up, in a moment, the fruits of a

long series of conquest, by yielding to a

jdis2:raceful tlii^Ht.

The Count Von Wcrdenberg, whose

ideas of supernatural powers invested in

favoured mortals had undergone a total

alteration, insisted upon carrying the stand-

ard, committed by the sibyl to their care;

and although this situation was derogatory

to his rank as an ciTicer, yet the arguments

which he brought forward were so forcible,

as obliged Theodore to be silent upon the

occasion ; indeed, one, and of the greatest

weight, bore down every objection, which

was, that the real situation of the Count

was
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was known only to those chosen few to

whom he had in confidence intrusted it.

Peculiarly observant to seize the most fa-

vourable moment of displaying the yet

unfurled banner, the Count watched most

narrowly the passing events; and with that

judgment which had so frequently been:

the theme of admiration, both in fi'iends

and enemies, he chose upon this occasion^

the critical instant when Albert^ who had

obtained a temporary advantage, was rush-

ing forward to complete his visionary vic-

tory, by the death, or at least the overthrow

of Theodore, who had just become visible

to him, and was, upon many accounts, par-

ticularly obnoxious to him. Ere the rival

chiefs could join in hostile defiance, the

silk, hitherto restrained by a secret springy,

flew open, and displayed its terrific bear-

ing to the surrounding troops. The field

was the colour of blood; while, in the

centre, a raven, formed to represent life,

was seen, pierced with an arrow, and in the

act of falling from its aerial height.

Thousands
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Thousands gazed, and wondered ; the

heart of Albert alone was paralized with

fear; all confidence forsook him, and his

imagination fancied himself already in the

power of the avenging powers. He fled ;

the secret caiise^ however, was known but

<o few, and those, for the present, choosing

to confine their knowledge to their own

breasts, the flight of their Prince was attri-

buted to motives the most disgraceful.

As the injured Adeline has been lonjr

neglected by us, we must leave the gene-

rous conquerors in quiet possession of the*

city of Clagenfurth, engaged in effacing-

the memory of that tyranny under which,

they had so long groaned; and although

many discoveries, most important to the

principals concerned, were made during

the various discussions between the three

chiefs, the Chevalier D'Armfeldt, Theodore,

and the Count Von Werdenberg, to whom
also were joined Berthold and Stern-

heim, who had, upon the return of their

messenger to the monastery^ immediately

set
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set forward to the place of rendezvous,

we must, for the present^ unwillingly pass

them over, and revert to the time when

the deceived Princess^ hopeless of imme-

diate relief, calmly resigned herself to the

protection of those selected by Albert to

take charge of her at the rendezvous, who

were chosen to conduct her to the solitary

castle, prepared for her reception, as also

to attend upon her there.

The situation of Adeline, travelling

through the dreary wilds of an unfrequent-

ed forest, in the total power of a man wha

had proved himself destitute of every feel-

ing, can be better conceived than expressed.

Every moment teemed with impending

destruction ; and it was no little aggravation

to her distress, that her chief hopes even

depended upon the fidelity of her insidious

betrayer to his detested master. At times

his scowling eye, darting malignant glances

upon his prey, raised in her imagination

greater horrors than those threatened by

Albert; while again^ suddenly recovering

his
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his self-possession, he would endeavour, by

the most phuisible arguments, to convince

her of the realitv of his master's afl'ection,

and to reconcile her to the late which

awaited her.

Firm, however, in her own integrity, she

rose superior to her terrors, at the same

time as she scorned the flattering prospects

which her wily attendant poured into her

ears; or, if she deigned an answer, it was

such as became the dignity of her station,

and sufficiently proved the greatness of her

mind. iVncl although the hardships which

she endured, thus estranged from all society

of her own sex, and subject to the caprice

and will of her persecutor, were such as

called forth all the energies of her mind^

to enable her to support them with forti-

tude^ still she nobly resolved to bear the

present, and even greater necessities, rather

than accept of the proffered friendship of

her betrayers. To support life, she es-

teemed a duty; but Xo render it more

palatable by abject subservience to those

whom
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"whom she had so lately commanded as their

sovereign, was an humiliation which she

was determined to resist by every eiTort in

her power. During the remaining part of

her journey, therefore, she readily accepted

of common necessaries; but when more

was oflered^ she indignantly refused them,

observing, with marked emphasis, *' that it

was not for prisoners to revel in luxury."

In this disposition, she at length arrived

within view of her destined residence,

which was pointed out to her observation

by Martuccio, who, with a smile truly

demoniacal, congratulated her upon the

speedy termination of her journey. A
look from the victim of his malice, in which

majesty was blended with scorn, was the

only reply that the Princess deigned to re-

turn. The wily villain felt the superiority ;

and his downcast eye, though scowling

with malignity, told the effect of her silent,

but dignified reproof.

The massy pile to which the unfortunate

Adeline was approaching belonged to Al-

bert,
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bert, and was part of his hereditary patri-

inony ; but that Prince, having by conquest

acquired territories more congenial to his

disposition than the dreary solitude of

Mittewald Castle, had for some years, even

previous to his possession of the principa-

lity of Clageufurth, abandoned it to the

dilapidations of time, except only that the

few peasants, who v^ere thinly scattered

over the adjacent neighbourhood, were

sometimes employed in propping up the

tottering buttresses. Over these was placed

a servant, who had long been in his master's

service, and of whose fidelity he had ex-

perienced such unequivocal proofs, as to

render him perfectly secure under any trust

he might impose upon him. This man,

together with his family, consisting of his

'^vife Madalen, and his daughter Agnes, re-

sided in the western apartments, which they

had contrived to render decently habitable,

by confining all the repairs to that spot,

tnstead of applying the annual labour to

the general building ; and as Albert had

almost
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almost ceased to remember that he was irr

possession of such property, and the pea-

sant'- .were thereby, in a considerable de-

gree, eased from a duty which the dread of

punishment for their neglect solely in-

duced them to undergo, no notice had

been taken of this appropriation of the

produce. Albert, however, upon his de-

termination of olxaining possession of the

person of Adeline, recollected this retired

spot, and conceiving it well calculated for

his purpose, he instantly sent private orders

to his confidential servant, to have such

apartments, as he particularly described,

got ready upon the occasion; the nature

of which he gave sufficient hints of, to be

comprehended by one who had been privy

to so many of his secret actions.

The Castle itself v/as situated in the most

mountainous part of the Tyrol,, and was to-

tally inaccessible, except by one narrow

path, cut from .the solid rock, and which

could be defended by a very small force,

against any open attack that might be made

upon
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upon it. It had been a place of very strong

defence ; and even then, notwithstanding

the ravages of time, joined to the neglect

of proper repairs, had considerably weak-

ened its fortifications, it might rank among

the most secnre places in the country. Such

was the spot to which the Princess of Cla-

genfiirth, torn from the enjoyment ofevery

thing that could constitute her earthly hap-

piness., was consigned. True it is, that from

its ioftv turrets, the wild, vet mafniiiicent

asp; t of the surrounding country, might

have afforded to the inquisitive eye a re-

laxation from the monotony that reigned

wilhin its walls. To enjoy this scenery,

however, though grand in the extreme,

required a mind v,hose tone was harmony

itself, and to which X\\q desponding feelings

of misery were unknown. Could such a

spot then give pleasure to Adeline ? on X\\q

contrary,; each pine-clad mountain, whose

verdant tops seemed, while bending be-

neath the rushing breeze, a moving forest,

added, by its majestic grandeur, to xWc

poignant
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poignant feelings of her lacerated bosom;

while her fancy, too busy for her peace,

painted the glorious scene, as a resem-

blance of her former fortunes, when seated

supereminent upon the throne of power,

she smiled graciously upon those beneath

her, dispensing around such benefits as her

high station enabled her to bestow.

Upon the arrival of the Princess and her

attendants at the first barrier, which con-

Jiisted of a drawbridge thrown across an

immense cavity that ran between the moun-

tains, beneath which an impetuous torrent

rolled with an irresistible force, a shrill-toned

trumpet announced their near approach,

which wasimmediately answered from the in-

terior of the Castle. Some minutes, however,

elapsed ere a person, habited as a peasant,

was seen winding around the path that led

from the ramparts to the exterior defences

;

he was attended by two others, who, though

clothed in a similar manner, were evidently

subservient to the first. This was Roberto,

the confidential servant before mentioned,

who
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who had been long in expectation of their

arrival ; indeed he had almost given up all

idea of their visit, and thought that his mas-

ter had either receded from his intention,

or that he had been baffled in his project

;

the latter he deemed the most probable, as

he well knew his perseverance in persisting

in any scheme which he had oncedetermincd

upon ; and that^ particularly when a female

was concerned, he was too obstinate to re-

linquish it upon any trivial cause.

Upon receiving the countersign, the

Grawbridge was let down, and Martuccio, .

taking the hand of Adeline, was about to

lead her over the trembling passage, when

a sudden sensation, almost bordering upon

suffocation, caused her to stop; it was,

however, but momentary ; she soon re-*

gained possession of her resolution, which

had so suddenly given way; as the idea

that in one moment her fate would be de-

termined crossed her imagination, and that

the next step would probably consign her

to

3
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to sufferings, under which reason itself

might fail.

It was with the utinost difficulty that the

bridge, long in want of repair, could sus-

tain even the slight weight that pressed

upon it, and, more than once, the giving

way of a rotten plank threatened unavoid-

able destruction. It seemed, however, as a

peculiar interference of Providence, that

all passed over safe, except Martuccio him-

self, who, fearful lest, by any accident, he

should lose his prize, which he had waded

through such difficulties to secure, (for the

sensation of Adeline at the bridge was not

unobserved by him, and not being certain

of the fidelity of all her attendants, he

dreaded an appeal to them.) hurried her

with such rnpidity over the fragile mate-

rials, which had become slippery by a

shower of rain, that he fell, and having hold

of the Princess's hand, dragged her v/ith

him. From this peril, which for a mo-

ment was imminent^ the latter was instantly

liberated
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liberated by the attendants, without having

experienced the most trifling injury. Nei-

ther, at first, did Martuccio appear hurt,

until attempting to rise, he found himself

incapable of standing ; and, upon exami-

nation, his right leg was evidently broken.

Upon this disaster, the first care of Ro-

berto was to secure the drawbridge. An
attendant was then dispatched to the

Castle, in order to procure further assist-

ance, who no sooner anno-unced the disaster

which had happened, than both Madalen

and Agnes hastened to the spot. It w'as

upon this trying occasion that the innate

virtues of the Princess Adeline shone most

conspicuous. The sense of her own situa-

tion seemed buried in oblivion, while

she assisted the menials in forming a couch,

upon v;hich Martuccio might bs conveyed

to the Castle with the least pain to himself.

Had the hearts of her future guardians

been as callous as the rocks which

towered around them, they must have

yielded their esteem to a being possessed

VOL. III. c of
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of such real sensibility ; but fortunately for

her future happiness, the inmates of the

Castle, though faithful to the interests of

their master, were not destitute of those

feelings of compassion and kindness, the

proudest ornaments of human nature. One
instant, however, was here productive of

that veneration for her character which

time alone could otherwise have established.

Her history was well known to Roberto,

and had by him been communicated in

confidence to Madalen and Agnes. Sen-

sible of the injuries which the Princess had

received, it was therefore no wonder that

they should consider her attention to the

person through whose means she had been

betrayed as even beyond the tie of human

nature ; or that they could, without

astonishment, contemplate the Princess

most forward in every endeavour to pro-

cure ease and comfort to the suffering in-

valid, and, careless of her own rest, devote

herself to his service. From that moment

Eoberto tacitly espoused her cause; and

although
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although he resolved to pay obedience

where it was due^ yet he questioned not

but that he should be able, with the as-

sistance of Madalen and Agnes, whose

sentiments, he was certain, would coincide

with his own, to render her abode more

cheerful than she had taught herself to

expect. Indeed, his orders had been to

treat her with every respect ; still, there

were many little attentions, which he

doubted not would be agreeable, and in

his power to bestow. Upon one subject

he was resolved, that although obedience

to his master was his firm and willing creed,

still, should Albert so far disgrace his man-

hood, as to attempt a forcible compliance

with his wishes, he would protect the

suffering victim by every means in his

power ; neither did he conceive, but that

in so doing, he should, when the first im-

pulse of passion was subsided, be gratefully

thanked for his apparent disobedience.

It was with the utmost difficulty that

Martuccio was conveyed to the Casll?. He
c 2 appeared.
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appeared^ upon the slightest motion, to

undergo the greatest tortures; and for

some time life and death seemed floating

upon the balance. His ravings became

incessant, and, during the extremity of their

paroxysms, secrets of the most dreadful

nature were disclosed to the astonished

ears of the ministering attendants, and the

virtuous Adeline. It was peculiarly for-

tunate for Martuccio that Roberto had, in

his younger days, obtained some know-

ledge in the surgical art, which indeed was

frequently the case with those servants

who considered themselves more the

humble companions of their masters than

menials; as, it being their province to

accompany them upon all expeditions,

their services in that peculiar line were

frequently called upon, and at times when

no other assistance could possibly be pro-

cured. It was by slow degrees that he re-

covered his senses, and, with them, his former

strength. As he approached to conva-

lescence, his deportment became more

gloomy;



THE BLACK BANNER. ^9

gloomy ; and he was frequently seized

%vith such deep fits of abstraction, as to be

totally insensible that he was liable to

observation. His not having received any

orders from Albert^ respecting his future

conduct, contributed in no small degree

to his inquietude ; for, notwithstanding his

accident, and prior to the fever having

disordered his senses, he had dispatched

one of his followers, upon, whose prudence

he could rely, with a minute account of

every transaction, from his first leaving the

convent to his arrival at the Castle, not

forgetting his own unpleasant situation

there, which, he was fearful, might prevent

his return to Clagenfurth a much longer

time than was prudent in the posture

of affairs, as he felt convinced that his

presence was necessary in that city. Such

was the tenor of his communication to

Albert. But Martuccio was little aware,

that while he was hazardino his own
life in obeying the tyrannical commands

of his Prince, his sovereign himself

c 3 was
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%vas suffering even a severer punishment

for the crimes Vt^hich he had committed

against injured innocence; for ere the

messenger^, dispatched by Martuccio^ could

arrive at the end of his journey, Albert

had become a solitary wanderer, banished

from his dominions, and deserted even by

the very men who had been the partners

of his crimes, and had revelled upon his

former bounty. Such, alas ! is the fortune

of those who, when the sun brightens the

day of prosperity, find themselves sur-

rounded by the gaudy ephemera of the

hour, which^ fluttering round the object of

their idolatry, seem to adore its splendour,

until the distant clouds, darkening the

horizon, threaten approaching destruction.

Then, as if animated by one impulse, they

shrink from the impending ruin, and leave,

unpitied, the idol of their former love

exposed to all the threatenings of fate,

just ready to overwhelm him with the

darkness of destruction.

It has been observed, that the ostensible

orders
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orders ^vhich preceded the arrival of Ade-

line at the Castle of Mittewald, were of

that description which Albert conceived

would be most likely to wean her from

her sorrows^ and at length captivate her

senses; in consequence of which, every

attention due to her rank had been com-

manded to be paid, with all the imposing

appearance of willing obedience. But in

order to counteract any danger which

might arise from the fancied liberty she

enjoyed^ Roberto was strictly commanded

to keep a watchful eye over her actions,

and, upon no account whatsoever, to admit

the intrusion of strangers. These com-

mands he found no difficulty in obeying,

even without apparent coercion ; and so

truly had her inestimable virtues obtained

the ascendancy over the generality of the

domestics, that confinement became a mere

nominal idea ; and when, from the ap-

pearance of convalescence in the health

of Martuccio, her attendance upon him

became less necessary^ she would [re-

c 4 quently
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qiiently wander through the more desolate

parts within the extensive boundaries of

the Castle: yot^ although this indulgence

v;as constantly permitted her, Roberto,

iif order to blind Martiiccio, and prevent

his observing the hold she had taken pos-

session of in his heart, would, upon such

excursions, coinmand a confidential servant

to watch her motions, at such a dista:ice

as to he unperceived, or, if by accident

they should meet, that it might appear

the efiect of chance rather than design*

This generous man indeed looked forward

to the day with impatience, when the de-

parture of Martuccio v;ould give him the

uncontrouled liberty of acting as he

pleased. He had at once penetrated his

character, and found it dark and hollow

within. To deceive him was absolutely

necessary ; yet many a pang obtruded

upon his feelings, v/hen, in the presence

of his master's minion, he was obliged to

act diametrically opposite to them.

Adeline had been a sufficient observer

of
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of human nature in general, to enable her

to discover with ease the sentiments of

such as were appointed to attend her per-

son ; and her heart received a satisfaction

of the highest kind, at the knowledge she

obtained respecting those with whom her

destiny had placed her. Retired to the

security of her own apartment, which was

uniformly held sacred, and which not even

Martuccio dared enter, she fervently

offered up her prayers to the Universal

Protector of innocence^ for having placed

her, although among the horrific wilds of

nature, in the hands of kindness and com-

passion; and, with a mind impressed and

strengthened by this consolatory idea, she

resolved to regulate her actions in such a

manner as to merit the high confidence

which they placed in her.

Several weeks elapsed in a calm desultory

routine. Martuccio became convalescent,

and was more than ever impatient for or-

ders from Albert. The messenger whom
he had, upon his first arrival at Mittewald,

G 5 .sent
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sent with an account of his final success,,

had been absent much longer than was

necessary to perform the journey to Clag-

enfurth, and back again. Still he came

Bot ; until at length, wearied out with

conjectures, yet, like all those who are

embarked in nefarious practices, dreading

lest some unforeseen reverse of fortune

had happened, he determ^ined to leave his

charge in the care of Roberto, and, un-

accompanied by any of his attendants, to

return privately to Clagenfurth. Having

formed this resolution, he requested an

audience of the Princess ; for so exact

had he been in the conduct of the out-

ward respect, prescribed by Albert to-

wards that unfortunate victim of his love

and ambition, that he never presumed to

approach her privacy, without her per-

mission. Adeline felt rather surprised at

the request ; for, upon the directions of

Albert being made known to her, through

the friendly zeal of Roberto, she had con-

stantly kept at a distance a man, whose

4 presence
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presence she detested, and whom nothing

but the most pressing necessity could in-

duce her to notice. It v/as seldom^, there-

fore, that he ventured to urge a request

which he always doubted might be re-

fused, and which, as the commands of his

sovereign were peremptory, and well

known to all the inhabitants of the Castle,

he was sensible he dared not enforce. A
secret presentiment, that his purposed

visit was the result of some resolution

which his long confinement had obliged

him to adopt, and which might prove to

her advantage, prompted her to command
his admission. To this indeed she w^as

further induced by the conversations which

she had frequently held with Agnes, who

had observed that Martuccio had betraved

great impatience at having been detained

so long in that retired spot, and had as

often hinted an intention of leaving it.

This being a circumstance which, she was

sensible, would give real pleasure to the

Princess^ she imparted her suspicions to

c 6 her;
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her; and the latter hoped that the thne

was arrived when he intended to put his

plan into execution, and that his motive

for an audience was in consequence of the

resolution which he had taken.

Upon the entrance of Martuccio into

her apartment, the Princess slightly noticed

him, by an inclination of the head, and^

without offering him a seat, desired to

know for v>^hat purpose he had thought it

necessary to intrude upon her solitude ?

Martuccio, notwithstanding all his ef-

frontery, felt abashed at the dignified, yet

cavalier style in which she addressed him.

His malignant heart, boiling with resent-

ment at the hauteur with which she treated

him, could scarce restrain the fury it en-

orendered : and it was with the utmost

difficulty he could bring his jarring feelings

into a sufficient calmness to answer her

question, without betraying the disorder of

his thoughts. At length his usual duplicity

obtained the ascendancy ; and, beginning

with an humble apology for all the hard-

ships
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ships which he had been so unfortunate as

to occasion her, by executing the task

imposed upon him by his sovereign, to

whom he owed implicit obedience, he

proceeded to solicit her pardon for all past

offences, which, however great, he trusted

her gentle nature would forgive, when she

reflected that he was the agent only of a

superior power, who wanted not emissaries

to obey his commands, and who might pos-

sibly have selected one from whom she might

have experienced still greater hardships.

*' Should, however," continued he, " the

boon of forgiveness be at present denied

me, I trust that time will operate to era-

dicate those impressions which, I perceive,

have taken such deep root ; and as the

presence of a person so obnoxious cannot

be agreeable, I have requested this audience

merely to announce my intention of

quitting this Castle, and to execute the

remaining part of my orders, which were,

to consign your person to the care and

protection of Roberto, attended by those

servants
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servants especially appointed by Albert

for your service." Here Martuccio paused,

as if awaiting a reply. No answer, however,

was returned; but a trifling bend of her

graceful form announced a ready acquies-

cence to his intended departure. Martuccio

felt more confused, even than upon his-first

entrance. His senses seemed suspended ;

but at length finding the taciturnity of the

Princess unconquerable, he summoned

Roberto, who, having previously been

made acquainted with his intentions, had

attended him to the antichamber,- and,

upon his entrance, introduced him in a

formal manner, as her future protector,

until his sovereign's pleasure concerning

her was more fully disclosed ; adding, v^ith

a malignant sneer, and at the same timd

glancing his eyes towards Roberto, that as

he was well acquainted with his master's se-

crets, he made no doubt but that he would

prove as faithful a servant in this instance

as he had in various others of a similar na-

ture. Having uttered this sarcasm, evidently

throven
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tlirown out to inspire the Princess with

distrust, or rather terror, against her new

protector, he again repeated his obeisance,

and retired, accompanied by Roberto, who,

upon leaving the apartment, said, in a tone

of the utmost respect, that he would, with

her permission, request an audience as

soon as he had attended Martuccio to the

drawbridge (a duty which he could not

neglect), in order to receive her com-

mands; and, in the mean time, would

send Madalen and Agnes to attend her.

To this respectful address the Princess

returned an answer sufficiently expressive

of her thanks for his considerate attention.

Martuccio was not at such a distance, but

that the voice of the Princess, in answer to

Roberto, reached his ears. He stopped.

He hesitated whether he should proceed^

or, by remaining, preserve the power he

at present had over the Princess. The

glaring slight with which he was treated

pierced his inmost soul. His heart muttered

vengeance for the insult, and his visage, at

thQ
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the best ghastly, became so distorted with

rage, that when Roberto^ who had been

delayed by the sending of Madalen and

Agnes to the Princess, overtook him, he

looked as if bereft of sense. Perceiving

him in this condition, Roberto kindly in-

quired if he v;as ill^ and recommended his

postponing his departure. His voice re-

called the recollection of Martuccio, who,

casting a look of fury at his companion,

rushed forward towards the drawbridge,

without deigning to return any answer to

the friendly inquirer, who, though in some

measure astonished at the incivility, let

down the bridge, with a full determination

on his part that it should never again af-

ford the wily Italian an entrance into the

Castle of Mittewald, unless by the special

command of Albert himself.

Soon after the departure of Martuccio,

the Castle wore a very different aspect.

Roberto had no sooner performed his

duty, by inspecting the diflerent guards^

and seeing that all the avenues approach-

ing
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ing to It were secured from any surprise^

than he returned to the apartments of the

Princess Adeline, whither he had before

sent Madalen and Agnes to receive her

orders^ and endeavour, by their conciliating:

attention, to divert her mind from dwell-

ing upon the misfortunes which had fajlen

so heavily upon her. His reception by

the Princess was so strikingly different

from that which she had been accustomed

to treat Martuccio with, that it could not

fail being noticed by the most indifferent

spectator. Roberto felt the distinction,

and his heart once more m.entally swore

to deserve the contrast. In making this

distinction, however, the Princess wisely

maintained the dignity of her rank: but

such a suavity of expression accompanied

all she uttered, that obedience to her

wishes became a y^leasure rather than a

duty. The vest of the menials also, who
had followed the example of Martuccio

from fear only, being well acquainted with

his implacable disposition, no sooner per-

ceived
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ceived the conduct pursued by their pre-

sent superior, than they naturally copied

it; and Adeline, except being deprived

of the liberty of withdrawing herself from

the Castle of Mittewald, might with justice

be deemed the complete mistress of it

and its dependants.

With the assistance of the few peasants

in the neighbourhood, joined to her own

(household, the Princess had contrived to

give an handsome appearance to the west

wing, already partially inhabited. Several

rooms, which from the accumulation of

dust, appeared to have been unoccupied,

and shut up for many years, were re-

opened, and, with infinite labour and

perseverance, were cleansed of the rub-

bish which they contained, and refurnished

by various articles found in other parts of

that extensive building ; and these, though

of ancient structure, were not only found

useful, but, having bade defiance to the

ravages of time, were more consonant to

the remainder, and were respectable from

their
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their venerable appearance. In these, and

similar employments, the Princess spent

the first days of what she deemed her

freedom ; but the discovery which aflbrded

her the most satisfaction was a small li-

brary. It was indeed at a different part

of the Castle from that which she in-

habited ; but she found no difficulty in

having the principal part of it removed

into an apartment in the western buildings,

which she adapted to the occasion. Here

a new resource from ennui, or desperation,

was opened to her view ; and, sensible of

the indulgencies which she had so for-

tunately and unexpectedly met with, in

a place where fancy painted only misery

and wretchedness, her mind became more

composed ; and reflecting upon that con-

solatory idea, that the Supreme Being iii

equally the dispenser of misery and happi-

ness, and that whatsoever punishment he

laflicts, or whatsoever gratification he be-

stows, is for the welfare of his creatures,

she became more resolute than ever to

submit
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submit to her fate, and to await her de-

liverance with patiarice and rfsignafion,

until the time appointed by the grand

Arbiter of her fate ,' nor^ by a mean en-

deavour to corrupt the fidelity of servants,

attempt an escape from hi r present situa-

tion, unprotected.

Upon examining the books which she

had caused to be removed, she discovered

many manuscripts, which, upon a slight

survey, seemed to contain some ancient

records relative to the former proprietors

of the Castle. These she carefully selected

from the rest, intending to peruse them at

her leisure ; as, from the little observation

she cursorily made, they appeared, in many

places, peculiarly interesting.

These various arrangements occupied

some time, and before they were com-

pleted, the icy hand of winter had given

place to the more genial warmth of the

spring. The buds of those beautifi;! shrubs

which ornament the forests beneath the

warmth of an Italian sky, began to expand

their
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their odoriferous biossoais, dispensing the

most delicious fragrance to the surrounding

atmosphere. Adeline, among various other

improvements which she had undertaken,

had caused the walks within the interior

of the Castle to be cleaned ; and in these,

free from any apparent danger of inter-

ruption, would the Princess frequently

v»'ander, accompanied either by Madaleii

or Agnes. The latter, indeed, had so far

ingratiated herself with Adeline, that she

insensibly felt herself inclined to treat her

rather as a friend than menial ; nor did her

judgment, in this respect, betray her

prudence, as, independent of a disposition

amiable by nature, Agnes, previous to her

joining her father Roberto, on his ap-

pointment to be the chief of Mittewald

Castle, had a favourable opportunity of

cultivating her understanding, by having

received an appointment in a convent

allotted for the education of the female

branches of the nobility, the superior of

which was a near relation of her mother.

But,
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But, although at her first introduction to

the society her protectress had merely

intended her as an assistant, whose ser-

viceSj she judged, she could more readily

depend upon than those of an alien, from

the consanguinity which existed between

them, and the gratitude which she flat-

tered herself that her young and inex-

perienced mind would feel for the person

who had removed her from a comparative

insignificance to a superior rank in life, she

soon perceived that her understanding was

formed ofsuch rich materialsas required only

a fostering hand to cultivate with assured suc-

cess. Fortunately for the future happiness of

her young relative, the mind of the abbess

was divested of all that littleness of idea, if

I may venture the expression, too generally

the concomitant of a superiority of powet,

when the possessor of it has been raised

from obscurity to pre-eminence. Instead,

therefore, of employing her in the manage-

ment of the household, as first intended,

she permitted her to attend the different

lectures
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lectures received by the lay boarders, many

of whom she soon equalled, if not ex-

celled, in the various accomplishments

deemed requisite for perfecting their edu-

cation. Neither did this emulation of the

youthful competitor create her enemies

among those so much her superior in rank.

Her modest diffidence, her readiness to

oblige, together with various ]ht]e traits

of benevolence, which, though unable to

gratify to the extent of her own wishes,

she never failed of promoting among those

whose affluence gave them the envied

power of doing good, had so completely

obtained for her the affections of the

juvenile society, that all united in their

endeavours to smooth any difficulty which

obstructed her attainment of any particular

science which she wished to make herself

mistress of. Nor was it the least favour-

able part of her character, that, although

she was tempted by the most splendid

offers of future protection, from many
sincerely willing to perform their pro-

mises.
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raises, she resigned^ without a sigh, every

flattering prospect, when summoned to

the assistance and support of her beloved

parents.

Adorned with these accomplishments,

she could not fail of creating a permanent

interest in the heart of the Princess of

Clagenfurth, who well knew how to ap-

preciate the value of such a companion,

whom she soon admitted to her entire con-

fidence. With her she could freely enter

into the cause of her alarms, and discuss

the various measures by which she might

elude, if not escape, the power of Alberts

Indeed, it was become no inconsiderable

matter of surprise to the Princess, as well

as to Roberto himself, that no intelligence

bad arrived from Clagenfurth. Some

months had passed since Adeline had been

decoyed into the power of Albert, and

more than a sufficient time had elapsed

since Martuccio had left the Castle, for its

inhabitants to have received some intelli-

gence. Frequently would the Princess

question
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question Roberto, as if she thought that

he might have heard from Albert ; yet,

wishing not to disturb the tranquillity

which she seemed to enjoy, concealed the

knowledge he had obtained. The answers,

however, of Roberto to her anxious in-

quiries, were so open and undisguised,

that Adeline was ultimately convinced that

he remained in equal ignorance as herself

of the concerns of his Prince. Various

ideas as to the cause of this apparent neg-

lect floated in her imagination, and her

fancy busied itself in seeking for causes of

this unaccountable conduct in Albert, who,

but a few months before, had scarcely been

restrained from violating the most holy

sanctuary, in order to obtain possession of

her person; yet now% when fortune had

placed her completely in his power, and

in a situation where he reigned the un-

controuled master of his will, he seemed

totally to have forgotten her. Ruminating

upon this subject, a latent hope would

sometimes spring up, that the tyrant had

VOL. HI. D fallen
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fallen a sacrifice to the avowed vengeance

of her brother, Theodore de Mountfort,

who perhaps was vainly seeking for his

beloved sister, to restore her to the throne

of her murdered husband. Yet this idea,

flattering as it was, was but the vision of a

moment, vanishing in incredulity as soon

as formed. Alas ! had Adeline know^n the

transactions of the last three months, how

many unhappy moments had been spared

the suffering victim, soon doomed to

awake from the partial dreams of happiness

which she had been permitted to enjoy !

It may be recollected, that we left Albert

flying from before the walls of Clagenfurth,

in a consternation that astonished, while

his rapidity far distanced the few brave

companions who attempted to follow him.

But it was in vain that they attempted to

pursue his tract. A supernatural power

seemed to urge his speed, and hurry him

forward, beyond all hopes of overtaking

him; and his weary and dispirited fol-

lowers at once beheld themselves deserted

by
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by their Prince^ and deprived of every re-

source but the clemency of the victors,

to whom they returned, bringing the

latest intelligence of their fugitive sove-

reign.

The horse upon which Albert rode, dis-

daining every impediment, bore his un-

conscious master far from the walls and

principality of Clagenfurth, nor stopped,

until nature, quite exhausted, sunk beneath

the exertion, and he fell, to rise no more.

The shock aroused Albert from the insen-

sibility v^ith which he had seemed possessed

since his eyes first encountered the mys-

terious banner. He gazed around hin^. A
dark and dreary solitude met his inquiry.

}Iis senses seemed confused ; visionary

ideas floated upon his brain, and he sunk

into a state of inanity, the heavens his

canopv, and the damp turf his pillow. In

this dangerous and uncomfortabk situation,

oblivion, for a short period, kindly shed

its poppfes upon his head, and morning

dawned ere he had recovered the use of

D 2 his

U. OF ILL LIB.
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his faculties. His limbs felt benumbed,

from the dampness of the bnre earth upon

which he had reposed^ and a sickness, oc-

casioned by excessive fatigue, both of

body and mind, accompanied by a too

long abstinence, threatened totally to ex-

haust a frame possessed of a more than

ordinary share of human stability. In this

dilemma, supporting his steps by the as-

sistance of his sword, he determined upon

seeking some place of human abode. The

immediate calls of hunger had been par-

tially satiated by various roots which the

beneficent earth had afforded him, or by

the wild berries of the forest, which grew

in luxuriant abundance upon the adjacent

trees. This scanty food served to support,

although it did not invigorate the frame.

It was however his only means of subsist-

ence, and Albert hailed it as his preserva-

tion from destruction. Ignorant of the

country, he wandered to and fro without

pursuing any certain tract, until at length

he found himself at the base of the Julian

Alps.
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Alps. He had now arrived at a spot of

which he had some little recollection. This

however, faint as it was, served rather Xo

dispirit than encourage him. He was aware

that the mountains were inhabited by a

set of men, whom, by constant persecu-

tion, he had made his most inveterate

enemies; and that, if he should encounter

any of the society, death, if not a punish-

ment more severe, would be the inevitable

consequence. He was well armed ; but

neither that circumstance, nor his cou-

rage, would, he was sensible, avail him

against superior numbers. Weary and

dispirited, he at length seated himself be-

neath the shelter of an umbrageous oak,

whose wide-spreading branches promised

a security against the violence of the

tempest which appeared gathering in the

horizon. Reckless of its threatened fury,

he beheld its gradual approach with calm

indifference. Loud roared the wind, while

the thunder, between whose awful rever-

berations^ lightning of the most vivid hue

D 3 darted
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darted its forky rays in a thousand different

directions, seemed ready to burst the

mountains asunder, and to destroy the

face of nature itself. To this elemental

war Albert seemed insensible. His mind,

rolling inward within itself, meditated upon

the sad and unexpected reverse of fortune.

The fatal prophecy was recalled to his re-

collection, and he cursed the hour when

his heart became the slave of the demon
of revenge. Yet, even amid these hor-

rors, the Princess Adeline was not forgot-

ten. Could he have obtained possession

of her person, he thought he should still

have been happy, notwithstanding the loss

of power and dominion. Reflecting upon

this idea, a ray of hope fluttered around

his heart; and the thought, that perhaps

she was at that instant under the care of

his vassals, animated his drooping spirits.

It is true, that he was unacquainted with

the result arising from the plan of Mar-

Inccio, further than he had been informed

bv some of his emissaries, that the Prin-

ceba



THE BLACK BANNEK. 55

eess had left the convent to which she had

originally flown for protection, and where

she had resided since the conquest of

Clagenfurth ; but who was the companion

of her Might, or in what manner she had

efifected her escape, was unknown to his

informers. The great hurry of business in

which he had been engaged, owing to the

defection of the Chevalier D'Armfeldt, and

the subsequent attack of Clagenfurth, had

prevented his estimating the length of

time that Martuccio had been absent ; but

when he reflected that so long a period

had elapsed without his having received

any intelligence from him (for the mes-

senger first sent by Martuccio from Mitte-

wald had fallen into the hands of some of

that daring society o[ which Berthold had

the command, and had been sent to their

usual place of con^nement for prisoners,

until the return of their chief fixed his

doom), he either augured the defeat of

his plan, or that Martuccio had himself

turned a traitor, and, yielding to the re-

D 4 presentations
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presentations and entreaties of the Prin-

CCSS3 had conveyed her to a place of

security from all his future attempts. In-

deed he began to fancy that the late attack

was stimulated by her, as the partial glance

which he caught of the hero who com-

manded the adverse forces, almost con-

vinced him that it was Theodore de

Mount fort.

While these ideas floated in his imagi-

nation, the tempest still howled around

him ; yet the awful scene, instead of de-

pressing, seemed to strengthen his agitated

mind, and with the returning calm of the

atmosphere, the fortitude and self-pos-

session of Albert returned. The shock

which he had received by the unexpected

display of the m.ystic banner, was in a

great measure obliterated, and he even

wondered at the unaccountable impression

which it had made upon him. It w^as

however too late to remedy the past. Still

a ray of light broke in among the dark-

ness of despair. Fate had declared the

means
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means by which he might avoid the most

dreadful consequences of his ungovern-

able passions. The restoration of the

right heir to the principality of Clagen-

furthj was promised as an ample propitia-

tory sacrifice.

Albert, politic in his designs, had never

for an instant lost sight of the latter part

of the prophecy. It was for this reason

that he became so anxious to discover to

what part of the globe the young Prince

Rodolphus had been conveyed, as it be-

came an object of the first consequence

to him to obtain, if possible, the possession

of his person, as he might then dispose

of him as circumstances admitted; and^ at

all events, he would become a dernier

resource against the threatened reverse of

fortune. The discovery which he had

made, through the treachery of the per-

son entrusted by the Abbess of St. Veil,

that a child, by a prior marriage of the

late Prince of Clagenfur% was in exisf-

encCj and was entrusted to the care of the

D 5 Abbess
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Abbess of St. Pierre, was to him of the

utmost importance; and as, by the same

information, he found it was a female, it

created a new interest in his heart. For

although the Princess Adeline maintained

her ascendancy over him, still he consider-

ed, that if he could get possession of the

young Matilda, he might force her to be-

come his wife, thereby centering in her

person a claim to the principality. He
was sensible that this scheme was liable to

many obstructions,, as it was not to be

supposed that the mother, and other friends

of Rodolphus, would tamely see his pa-

trimony usurped by the husband of his

sister. To repel this, however, he trusted

to the real power he possessed, as well as

to the uncertainty of the re-appearance of

Rodolphus, as neither himself, nor those

by whom he had been withdrawn from the

destruction with which his house was

overwhelmed, had ever been heard of.

The consequence of the attempt to obtain

possession of Matilda has been already

4 related.
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related. It was, as justly suspected by

Sternheim, a manoeuvre of Albert's, who,

by the assistance of the traitress in the

convent of St. Veil, before alluded to, had

obtained a copy of the secret order ne-

cessary to be transmitted to St. Pierre, as

a passport to sanction the delivery of the

young Princess to those appointed as her

escort; the original of which, this treach-

erous confidant, who had free access to the

private drawers of the unsuspicious abbess,

found, and copied with the most scrupulous

exactness.

The ruffian who was wounded by Ber-

thold, but escaped, reached his employer

in safety, and gave a circumstantial ac-

count of the whole transaction. The dis-

appointment of Albert was at first extreme,

though his passion for Adeline served to

lessen the effect. One consolation, how-

ever, he flattered himself he derived from

it, namely, that the young Matilda would

in future be no impediment to his quiet

possession of the sovereignty of Clagen-

D 6 furth.
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furth, as he deemed her having fallen info

the hands of the banditti, equivalent^ in

its consequences, to death itself.

The sun had dispersed the lowering

clouds, and renovated nature with its

genial warmth, when Albert, after partak-

ing of -the homely food which the sur-

rounding shrubs afforded, and quenched

his thirst at the clear and limpid stream

which flowed from the neighbouring

mountains into the vale beneath, prepared

to set forward in the direction of Mitte-

wald, wherC;, if Martuccio had been suc-

cessful, he judged that he should find the

Princess of Clagenfurth, a rich reward for

all his sufferings. Even if he should be

disappointed, he should at least be among

the ancient vassals of his family, and pos-

sessed of a rallying point, where he could

collect together the friends that still ad-

hered to him, and from whence he could

in security direct his future operations.

Many years had passed since he had been

within its walls. He was aware, however^

of
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of its Strength; and he doubted not but

that he should, in a short time, be able to

collect together such a force as would

be sufficient for him once more to take the

field, and wipe off the foul disgrace his

army had so recently suffered. The journey

to Mittewald was long and dreary. He was

almost totally ignorant of the road to it,

his sole knowled;T:e consistins: in the cer-

tainty that it lay in an easterly direction

from the place in which he then was.

Report had spread various tales of the

most hazardous import, respecting the mur-

derous transactions which had taken place

throughout the whole country, and more

particularly in the passage of the Julian

Alps. These, though circulated by the

timid and superstitious peasantry, and evi-

dently exaggerated, we^e not entirely to

be disregarded, or treated as frivolous; and

Albert, instead of rashly braving danger,

determined to travel with as much cir-

cumspection as possible. For this pur-

pose he converted the scarf which he wore

into
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into a satchel, which, fearful he might

sometime find a difficulty of providing

food, he providently filled with roots and

berries, which were rn abundance ; and

slinging it over his shoulders upon his

sword, he set forward upon his perilous

undertaking. /

How dreadful the reverse of yortune !

But a few short days had passed, 'ere sur-

rounded with wealth and power, his will

his law, his voice the fiat, he looked down

upon the fawning multitude, as beings of

an inferior species, born only to adminis-

ter to his wishes, and to be slaves to his

commands. Each morn, at the rising

dawn, thousands of prostrate menials hailed

the return of light, that they might pour

forth their fulsome adulations to the

pageant of greatness; while each attending

courtier waited in anxious expectation

of catching the eye of his sovereign, or

of receiving the smile of approbation.

Behold him now abandoned by those he

placed his greatest confidence in^ deprived

of
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of his rank and dominions^, a poor solitary

exile, the damp earth his pillow, the wide

expanse of air his only covering ; while the

root, extracted with toil and manual labour

from the earth, or perhaps the scanty re-

mains of the half-devoured berry, were the

sole substitutes for the luxurious viands of

the royal table! Yet even this reverse,

-

terrible as it was, might have been borne

with patience and resignation, had not a

silent monitor from within reminded him

that he had provoked his fate. The Prince

had not proceeded far upon his journey

ere he fancied that he heard the sound of

horses approaching in the direction in

which he was travelling. As caution was

necessary, he resolved, if possible, to avoid

them, which he conceived he might easily

contrive, as the road in which he was

abounded with caverns, excavated by the

hand of nature from those solid rocks which

constituted the basis of those tremendous

mountains over which his passage lay. Re-

port indeed averred, that many of these

extended
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extended an immense way beneath the

centre of the earth, and were frequently-

used as the asylum of the banditti, an.d

sometimes as a retteat for the beasts of

prey^ that abounded in those desolate

regions, who not un frequently made use

of these hiding-places near the road, that

they might attack, unperceived, the in-

cautious traveller. Albert, however, had

no time for hesitation ; either he must

boldly meet the approaching dangers, or

run, most probably, the lesser risk of sa-

vage or human foes. He accordingly en-

tered the nearest, and had the satisfaction

of finding, that if it ever had been the

residence of a savage tenant, it was then

uninhabited ; neither did any trace remain

that indicated the smallest danger from .

their intrusion, or the more dreaded one

of banditti. The mouth of the cavern was

so extremely narrow, that only one man

could enter at a time. It was therefore

easy to be defended; and Albert thought

himself e^i^tremely fortunate at having

discovered



THE BLACK BANNER, 65

discovered such an asylum, which would

not only screen him from the observation

of the horsemen, whom he supposed were

approaching, but also, as from hi^ 'ate

great exertions, he Mt himself fatigued,

and the day was nearly at its close, v^ould

be the most secure shelter he could meet

with, in which he could pass the night.

Having therefore secured the entrance

next the road, as well as the scanty ma-

terials with which he was furnished would

admit, he awaited, in anxious expectation

of seeing the travellers. His impatience

was soon gratified, as he had but just com-

pleted his means of defence when they

made their appearance. Great, however,

was his astonishment, when he beheld a

female of the most exquisite beauty, habit-

ed as an huntress of the Alps, and accom-

panied by two cavaliers, one of whom
seemed considerably younger than the

other. He gazed with admiration upon

features which he almost fancied were fa-

miliar to him. They reminded him of

Adeline i



6\) THE B-.ACK BANNER.

Adeline ; and, for an instant, he gave him-

self up to the idea that it was the Princess

of Clagenfrirlh. Upon reflection, how-

ever, he thought that impossible, as even

if she had escaped his machinations, he

could not suppose that she would, entrust

herself with i,o slender an escort, through

roads considered dangerous in the extreme.

It is true, that he might easily be deceived

in the resemblance, as the view he had of

the person was but transient.

It happened, that a break in the moun-

tains, directly opposite to the mouth of

the cavern in which Albert had so hastily

concealed himself, afibrded a prospect

that never failed to attract the notice and

admiration of the passing traveller. The

party who had alarmed him were not less

void of curiosity than others had been, and

they accordingly stopped to take a survey

of the surrounding scenery. A spirited

conversation ensued, in the course of which

the elder cavalier appeared to recount

various traditionary tales relative to the

neighbourhood.
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neighbourhood. Albert was at too great

a distance to overhear their whole dis-

course, yet he fancied that he sometimes

caught the sound o^ his own name. The

fear of discovery prevented his endeavour-

ing to approach nearer, though he was

eNtremely anxious to obtain a more distinct

view of the female. At length they pre-

pared to continue their journey, but pass-

ing close to the mouth of the cavern, and

before they had proceeded out of the

hearing of Albert, the elder chevalier ad-

dressed his companion in a tone sufficiently

loud to be distinguished by him, saying,.

*' Despair not ; the Princess Adeline will

soon be found, and restored to the pro-

tection of her anxious relatives. The long

suspended vengeance has fallen upon the

tyrant, who, hurled from his throne, is

become a wretched wanderer, the victim

of his own ungovernable passions."

Astonishment at such an unexpected

denouncement rendered Albert motionless,

and ere he could recall his scattered senses^

tho
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the winding of the road prevented Jiis

making any further observations upon the

party. His ideas were at variance with

each other, The thought of one moment
propelled him to follow the travellers at a

proper distance, so as to escape their ob-

servation, in the hopes that some fortunate

occurrence might dispel this mystery, and

perhaps afford him information of the ut-

most consequence in the present posture

of his affairs. It was evident, that whoever

these unknown personages were, they were

intimately connected, and indeed appeared

well acquainted with his concerns. The

risk, however, of being discovered was

great; and in addition to this, which, in

the present tenor of his mind, made a con-

siderable impression upon it, by pursuing

•their tract, he was not only drawing him-

self at a greater distance from his late de-

termined object, but, by nearly retracing

his steps, he might throw himself into the

midst of his most inveterate and unap-

peascd enemies. One of those unforeseen

casualties.
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casualties, however, which so frequently

derermine the lot of man, fixed his irre-

solution.

The travellers had scarcely disappeared

from his view, when a piercing shriek ar-

rested his attention. Albert doubted not

but that some accident had happened,

which had caused an alarm in the female

whom he had just seen. The cry of distress

could not be heard with indifference by

the fugitive Prince, who, although he had

become the victim of his own unruly

passions, had not entirely expunged from

his heart many of those noble qualities

which, in his earlier days, had rendered

him the delight and admiration of his

friends. In the hopes, therefore^ of af-

fording timely assistance, if necessary,

every idea of impending danger, upon his

own account, was entirely obliterated ; and

hastily displacing the barrier with which

he had secured his retreat, he rushed hastily

over the craggy rocks, in the hopes of

finding a nearer passage to the spot from

whence
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wh.ence the soimcl proceeded. No sooner

had he gained a small ascent, than he per-

ceived a female, who, by her apparel,- he

made no doubt was the one who had just

passed his retreat on horseback, lying

upon the bank by the side of the road in a

state of insensibility, and supported by

the elder of the two men who accompanied

her. The youth was absent,' and by the

distant clattering of hoofs, Albert naturally

supposed that he was gone in pursuit of

the lady's horse, leaving his comparrion in

charge of their mutual protegee. All fears

for his personal safety immediately vanish-

ed, and he hastened forward, with en-

creased expedition, to proffer his assistance.

The companion of the lady perceived his

approach, and laying his beauteous bur-

then, whom he supported in his arms, still

insensible, upon the ground, from which

he had before raised her, he prepared for

resistance, naturally supposing, fi*om the

haggard and uncouth appearance of the

intruder^ that he belonged to that pre-

datory
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datory society who were reported to in-

habit some parts of that mountainous

district; for so greatly had the hardships

which he had undergone, the want of

proper food, together with the disguise

which he had judged necessary to adopt,

altered the dignified person of the Prince,

even in so short a period, as to leave but

little remains of the original. The fire

of his eve was de<ienerated into a ha2:i>ard

fierceness of expression, that terrified, in-

stead of aniinating the beholder ; while his

muscular features, rendered more dis-

tinguished by the pallidity of his coun-

tenance, rendered his appearance inex-

pressibly terrific at first sight. Still there

was a nobleness of character that beamed

through the dark shade, and seemed to

prove that some dire misfortunes had

caused the change. Albert immediately

conjectured the suspicions of the stranger,

and sensible of their justness, hastened to

remove them, by courteously offering him

his sword. This action naturally produced

the
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the intended eflect; and the stranger,

slieathing his own^ which he had drawii

to defend himself, again raised his beauteous

companion , from the earth, while Albert,

struck with the elegance of her form, and

that beautv, which was sufnciently con-

spicuous, even in the state he beheld her,

and notwithstanding he felt that he could

gaze for ever upon her charms, hastily

rushed to a spot in which he had observed

a small but clear stream of water, and

brought some of the welcome beverage

in his helmet, which, upon this emergency,

he was obliged to substitute for a more

regular conveyance. A proper application

of the refreshing stream soon restored the

fair to a state of recollection. Upon open-

ing her eyes she seemed extremely agitated,

and it was with the utmost difficulty that

they could prevent a relapse into her

former state of inanity. A cordial, how-

ever, which the eldest of the travellers

administered to her, produced the wished-

for effect. Terror still seemed to reign

predominant
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predominant in her mind ; she gazed wildly

around, as if expecting the appearance of

some object of horror; while both Albert

and his companion endeavoured to assure

her that she was in perfect safety. In a

short time her senses appeared collected,

and perceiving the kind attention of those

about her, she became convinced that they

were friends whom she might place a con-

fidence in : accordingly, gracefully thank-

ing them for their late kindness, she ob

served, that although her obligations to

them were such as she could never repay,

as to them she owed her deliverance from

a fate perhaps worse than death, still she

was sorry to trespass upon their further

kindness^ and conduct her to her father's

house, which was situated at some dis-

tance from the road ; and where, she was

well assured, they would be received with

acknowledgments, if not equal to their

deserts, at least with such as were the result

of real sincerity.

This request surprised Albert, who gazing

VOL. III. E first
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first upon one, and then upon the other,

^vas going to inquire into this mysterious

conduct, when the chevalier solved the

difficulty, by observing, that although he

was extremely anxious to overtake his

young companion, whose horse had taken

fright upon the late occasion, yet, that he

could not think of leaving her, until such

jime as he had restored her to the arms of

a parent, who must, doubtless, be rendered

very uneasy at her long absence.

Albert now perceived the mistake which

he had fallen into; a mistake, however,

which, on a moment's consideration, was

easily accounted for, as both were habited

in the usual costume of those who followed

the chace, and were indiscriminately deno-

minated Huntresses of the Alps. As a fre-

dom of conversation had taken place of

reserve, the young huntress found, to her

surprise, that her present protectors were

equally as unknown to each other as to

herself, and that it was to a fortunate co- i

incidence of circumstances alone that she

was
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was indebted for the protection which she

received.

Albert, who thought that the tones of

her voice were as sweet as the expression

of her features, in order to enjoy her con-

versation, ventured to inquire, by what

means she became exposed to so great a

hazard which she appeared to have experi-

enced, and at so great a distance from the

abode of her parent ? Ere, however, she

could reply, the chevalier, addressing her,

observed, that he was certain, if the re-

quest of his companion would give her one

moment's pain, that he would not wish to

gratify his curiosity at so great an cxpence;

adding, that should she feel no repug-

nance in the relation, it would give him

great satisfaction to leavn the extent of the

danger from which he had been the for-

tunate instrument of her delivery, as the

whole of his knowledge consisted solely in

the circumstance of her suddenly rushing

from the opposite side of the road, before the

tract of their horses, claiming protection.

E $ The
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The sudden appearance, as before observed^

had alarmed the horses of his companions,

and ere he could himself recover from his

astonishment, she had sunk lifeless upon

the ground. It was, however, in vain that

he looked round expecting ta see the

cause of so extraordinary a circumstance

;

neither did he see any thing to cause an

alarm, until the first appearance of their

present companion rather startled him.

'' To you, gentlemen," replied the fair

huntress, " I cannot give a refusal, although,

by granting your request, I may give you

ample reason to condemn my prudence.'*

Several compliments, called forth upon

this observation, having passed, she ob-

served, that (o put a stop to such effusions

of gallantry, and to beguile the way, which,

having a horse with them, would be ren-

dered rather more tedious, as they could

not pursue the shorter tract over the moun-

tains, she would begin the history of her

past life, to elucidate which, however, she

must take an earlier sketch of her family,

'' My
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^'My father/' continued she, '' prior to

his marriage, held a situation of great trust

and honour in his native kingdom, I must,

however, be excused from mentioning

either the name of the country, or his own,

the latter of which he has thought proper

to conceal under the assumed one of the

Chevalier De Rottenberg. The Chevalier,

early in life, married, with the entire appro-

bation of both parties, a lady of high rank,

but whose family had been reduced, by a

series of unavoidable misfortunes, to a situ-

ation scarcely above the mediocrity of life.

As fortune was no object to a person whose

own was at that time princely, no objection

was made upon that score, and Constantia

became the adored wife of De Rottenberg.

I am the sole remaining issue of that mar-

riage, which, at its outset, promised the

enjoyment of all earthly happiness.

" In order to conciliate the esteem of a

distant female relation, whose pride equal-

led, if not exceeded, any of the most

princely extraction, I was, much against the

E 3 wishes
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wishes both of my father and mother^ called

after her/*

Here the fair huntress paused, but with

a blush of modest confusion continued—
** I must request your pardon, if under the

existin 9^ circumstances, I also conceal my real

name, under the feigned one of Alphon-

sine, as my own is so very singular, that

the rhention of it might betray to strangers

that secret which my father has hitherto

taken, and with success, so much pains to

conceal. To you, therefore, gentlemen, I

beg leave to be known only by that appel-

lation."

Her auditors, already become deeply in-

terested, returned a suitable answer, re-

questing only the relation of such parts of

her history as she might deem prudent,

and making an apology even for such

a request, Alphonsine continued :
— '' I

should pass over the period of my youth

as little interesting, had not our misfortunes

originated during that period ; and as my
father has taken pains to make me ac-

quainted
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quainted with the real facts, they are so

indented upon my memory, as to seem

almast as if I had myself taken an active

paft in the transactions of a time, when ail

my hopes and fears consisted solely in the

innocent diversions of my nursery.

" The first, and indeed the fatal origin of

our misfortunes, was the premature death

of my mother, who dedicated her whole

time to me, but whose fond endearments

I was not permitted long to enjoy, as the

ensuing- year terminated her existence, in

giving birth to a second child, which prov-

ing to be a boy, was consequently received

by the united family with the greatest joy,

but by no one more apparently than the

relative I have before mentioned, who,

although she had before answered for me

at the font, now again insisted upon the

same privilege, and was again, if possible,

more unwillingly accepted. AlaS ! their

happiness was but of short duration, as, ere

the morning subsequent to the fete given

upon the occasion of the name-daij dawned,

E 4 both
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both the mother and infant were removed

from this transitory life, to a better world.

'' Such a sudden and unexpected event

filled the castle with the utmost consterna-

tion. My mother had been rather more

indisposed than usual, but no apprehensions

cf immediate danger were entertained by

any of the medical tribe; and in respect to

the infant, he had but the previous morn-

ing appeared the picture of health.

'' As soon as the consternation had in

some measure subsided, a strict examination

of those appointed to attend the deceased

was instituted. The distress of my father

was too great to adinit of his taking an ac-

tive partj and as the relatives of my mother

were deemed by the Countess of too little

consequence to preside over an investiga-

tion of such importance, she, in the absence

of an uncle, who was then engaged in the

service of the Emperor, and commanded a

considerable detachment, then upon the

point of encountering the enemy, took

upon herself the management of the whole

business*
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business. Every servant was examined^ but^

to the great surprise of the whole family,

nothing respecting the facts which were

disclosed were ever made known, except

to my father, with whom my godmother

was in close conversation for some time,

at the conclusion of the investigation. As

every order now emanated from her whom,

for the sake of distinction, I shall call the

Countess, the funeral was conducted with-

out that accustomed pomp and ceremony

which had been the immemorial practice

of the family. This circumstance alone

gave rise to many conjectures; neither were

some of the most horrid nature spared

upon the occasion ; but as the Chevalier

was uniformly silent, and seemed totally to

disregard the reports, which he could not

fail of hearing, no one thought themselves-

authorized to interfere,

'' It was too evident, however, that the

general behaviour of my father was entirely

changed ; and that the circumstances which

had transpired had made a deep impression

E 5 upon.
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upon his mind. Far from seeking that re-

j.ose which Nature demands, he would

frequently pass whole nights in the most

glocrny solitude, or in wandering around

the precincts of the castle, exposed to the

impetuous fury of the tempest, which

threatened destruction to the massy pile

that nodded in tremendous grandeur above

his head. Kis affkbility was changed to

moroseness, and his once happy vassals un-

expectedly beheld a tyrant in one whom
they had been accustomed almost to wor-

ship as their father and benefactor. Justice

gave way to oppression ; the management

of his ample revenue was either neglected,

or given over to strangers ; and desolation

made the most rapid strides upon a fortune

more than equal to many of the neigh-

bouring princes.

*' Had the mischief been confined to his

own family, public disgrace might have

been avoided ; but his enemies, who had

too much plausible reason, represented his

conduct in such glaring colours at the court

of
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of his sovereign^ that it required the ut-

-most exertions of his numerous and power-

ful relatives, who pitied his misfortunes, to

prevent a fatal and ignominious punish-

ment : they p!eaded,.and with a degree of

justice, that his late conduct proceeded,

not from an innate principle of evil, of

which the tenor of his former life was an

undeniable evidence, but from a derange-

ment of the general system, occasioned by

the sudden and violent shock which it had

received in the loss of his beloved wife

and his new-born heir. This excuse might

perhaps have been admitted as a palliation

for his behaviour, had he not, in numerous

other respects, proved himself in full pos-

session of his understanding. Suffice it to

say, that his enemies triumphed; and, as a

fiivour, he was permitted to quit his pater-

,nal castle, after placing his still ample pa-

trimony in the hands of trustees, who were

to be accountable to him for the produce,

under certain res>trictions. One condition

was peremptorily annexed, which was^ that

E 6 ia
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in future he might reside wherever he

chose, except in any part of the dominions

belonging to the sovereign he then owed

allegiance to; neither was he ever to ap-

proach the capital^ under pain of perpetual

imprisonment.

*' It might perhaps have been dangerous

to have exacted such conditions, had not

the friends of the Chevalier thought that

absence from the scene of his misfortunes

would be the most ready means of restor-

ing his mind to its proper bias. They had

frequently endeavoured to persuade him to

travel;, but without effect, and in this re-

fusal he was constantly upheld by the

Countess. Her motives were evident; she

was sensible that the power which she had

so long exclusively enjoyed, and which,

under the pretence of his incapacity, she

exercised in an unlimited degree, would

immediately cease upon his departure, and

that she would be obliged to quit the cas-

tle, and return to her own demesne. This

decree, however, obliged her to acquiesce^

however
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however reluctant ; yet, even at this List

moment, she attempted to exert the autho-

rity which she had so long possessed over

the actions of my unfortunate father, by

depriving him of the sole consolation that

could sooth his exile, as she insisted that I

should be left under her protection. This

request, or rather demand, aroused all the

nobler passions of my father; the dispute

arose to a great height ; but paternal affec-

tion gained the victory, though with the

loss of the Countess's friendship, and threats

of a severe retaliation.

'' Several years before these misfortunes

took place, my father had in the course of

his travels passed over the Julian Alps; he

was delighted with the country, and with

the romantic scenery with which it abound-

ed. The retirement of many of the cot-

tages scattered over the mountains, seemed

suited to his ideas, and he requested one

of those sincere friends, who still adhered

to him in his distress, to procure him a

situation such as he described. The spot

4 to
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to which I am now conducting you, is that

chosen upon the occasion; there have I

passed nearly fourteen years of my life, as,

at the time of our emigration, I was nearly

three years old.

" I will not fatigue you with the various

transactions which occurred, until I arrived

at an age when the expanding mind ven-

tures to burst the limits within which it had

been restrained, and dared to meditate upon

passing events. In this retirement the

ideas of my father were totally absorbed in

watching over and attending to my educa-

tion ; the employment seemed to mitigate

the force of those impressions under which,

young as I then was, I percei\ed he la-

boured ; well informed himself, he took

pains to inculcate in my mind those duties

which he taught me mi<iht be demanded

of me at some future period of life; yet,

still devoid of society, except such as the

peasantry afforded, many hours threatened

to hang heavy upon our ham's. To coun-

terbalance thiS; the Chevalier, as soon as I

was
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was of an age to bear fatigue, wouldj ac-

cording to the custom of the country, take

nie with him to the sports of the chace,

tl-.ereby inuring me to dangers which the

sex in general would shrink from ; and

which^ I must confess, are far from being

an ornament to them. Here, however,

doomed perhaps forever to obscurity and

retirement, these considerations were of

trivial moment; and I insensibly fell into

the proposed amusement, not only with

ease, but avidity. This mode of life was

well calculated to strengthen my mind

against the sudden impressions of fear; and

by degrees^ neither the howling of wolves^

or even the approach of the Alpine bear,

caused the slightest emotion of terror.

" When reason had taught me some little

degree of discrimination, I perceived that

the gloom in my father, which in my more

juvenile days I had frequently witnessed,

and indeed suffered from, had given way to

a more lively disposition ; the cottage no

longer became unfrequented, and messen-

gers
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gers were employed upon various occasiorrs^

although I was kept entirely ignorant of

their purport.

*' One morning, on my return from the

chace, to wluch I had accompanied some of

the neighbouring peasantry, I was agree-

ably surprised by the introduction of a

lady to me, whose appearance was of such

a commanding, yet conciliating a nature,

as to captivate at the first sight. As soon as

the formal ceremony of introduction was

over, the conversation became free and un-

restrained ; and from that moment a sincere

friendship was established between us. It

is true, she was my superior in age; yet

this, far from deterring me from courting a

familiarity, seemed the most forcible mo-

tive for my attachment. She was an-

nounced to me by my father, as a near

relation of that friend with whom, as I

before observed, he kept up a constant

though secret correspondence. " x\las ! how

uneasy will this temporary absence make

her, and how severely have I i^^ lament my
indiscretion^
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indiscretion, in not having listened to her

advice ! for I must confess,, that it was con-

trary to her earnest entreaties that I left

our chosen Y^ttmti and t\m morning, for

the first time^ saw «s separate with displea-

sure. Her heart, however, sensibly alive

to the dangers I have undergone, will, I

doubt not, spare those reproaches I am

conscious of having deserved, nor will she

be sufficiently thankful to my generous

protectors. But I will now proceed to re-

late the circumstances which ultimately

threw me upon your protection, and pro-

bably saved me from a fate worse than

death itself,

^^ I have observed that the spirits of the

Chevalier De Rottenberg increased with my
years; indeed, he often gave hints that it was

his intention of once more encountering

the busy scenes of life, and, in defiance of

the obstacles by which he was surrounded,

of demanding from the magnanimity of

the newly-elcctcd Emperor, the revision of

those
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those tP.aiif ious inrornititloni which had so

greatly prejudiced hi?i former eovcreigu

against him. as even to deny him the com-

mon nppeab of justice. Buoyed up with

the^e ideas, his mind once more became

active ; and it was then that he disclosed to

me the events of the last seventeen years,

thrt ivj'ght, as he observed, most cautiously

avoid, upon entering into the busy scenes

of the world, any connexion with those

families who had been the primary insti-

gators of his misfortunes. This restriction

was most emphatically enforced, not only

by my father, but by the amiable Madame

Steller, who pointed out, in language the

most persuasive and convincing, the mani-

fold evils which might arise from such a

want of circumspection. You may be sen-

sible, gentlemen, that I had little difficulty

in promising obedience, as my only happi-

ness consisted in endeavouring to promote

that of my father^ who, notwithstanding the

unhappiness that preyed upon his mind,

had
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had ever proved most indulgent to me, and

\vho§e wishevS I had ever obeyed with the

most heartfelt pleasure.

'' About a mile from our retrent lived a

family, whose poverty had excited the

compassion of the Chevalier, and he had

not only occasionally relieved \h^xx\i but

had even made their late forlorn habitation

comfortable. The walk to it was the inost

romantic in the neighbourhood ; frequently

had I carried little presents to its inhabi-

tants, as, although it was lonely and unfre-

quented, no idea of any danger had ever

been thought on. The performance of

this duty had become so pleasing to me, as

even to make the omission a matter of vex-

ation. To see a family, consisting of four

small children, the eldep^" not more than

nine years old, smiling lit their parents'

faces, while they distributed their allotted

portion of food to them, was a scene so

truly consonant to my feelings, that it was

with great diHicultv I could restrain them

within proper bounds; neither, I flatter

myself^
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myself, will you deem this senbibility a

weakness, when I was conscious that a few

short weeks hral mack the abode of the mo^t

abject misery a palace, and that this trans-

fonriation had arisen through the benevo-

lence of a }}arent whom I adored. Chance

led to the discovery of their wretchedness.

As returning from the chace one morning

earlier than usuab we perceived the eldest

of the children^ almost naked^ picking the

berries which grew in abundance in the

neighbourhood, an impulse, more noble

I trust than curiosity, impelled my father

to inquire to what use they were to be ap-

plied ? as v;e observed that he wrapped

some up, in as careful a manner as he was

able, in the remains of a ragged stuff. His

answer gave me a sensation whicii I cannot

describe, and which was heightened by en-

countering, at the same instant, the eyes of

my father; ' They are, (said he, while the

tears ran down his v^an cheeks), for my
poor father, who is lame, and mv mother,

my brothers, and sister.'

' How r



THE BLACK BANNER. 93

MIow !' exclaimed the Chevalier; 'is

that the only food you have for your sub-

sistence?'

^ No,' replied the child, ' my mother

gets some little by her work; but since

my father met with the accident which

confines him, the triMe vrhich she can pro-

cure cannot much longer keep us from

starving/

' Cannot you/ asked my father, *" get

something to assist them ?'

^ Alas, Sir,' said he, / the small matter I

was enabled to earn \ve are now deprived

ofj as I am obliged to remain at home, to

attend upon my father, and look after iny

brothers and sisters, while my mother is

employed in her daily labour/

" Struck with the apparent misery, as w^ell

as the artlesssimplicity o^^the tale, we desired

himtoshewustheway to his cottage; the boy

hesitated; but, upon being assured that we

would endeavour to render his family more

comfortable^ he consented. It did not occa-

sion
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sion US to deviate in any great degree from

the road which ied to our own habitation,

and as our little guide seemed perfectly

conversant with the difTerent bye-paths^ we

soon arrived at our purposed destination.

But as this digression, though the original

cause, is rather irrelevant to this morning s

encounter, and must, I fear, weary the com-

placent patience of my generous deliverers,

I shall pass over in silence the interview

with the inhabitants of this dreary abode,

and proceed to relate my first, and I hope

my last act of disobedience to the entreaties

of my friendly monitress/'

'' We cannot," exclaimed Albert, (who

during the narrative of Alphonsine, seemed

to forget every idea of his own situation),

" permit you to gloss over the exercise of

virtues which are the true tests of a noble

and benevolent mind ; and, believe me, if

I can judge from the eager attention of my
companion, that far from experiencing

fatigue, we shall only have to lament a

too
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too premature conclusion of an adventure,

vvhich at its outset promises to prove of so

interesting a nature."

A reply suited to the occasion having

been given, the fair huntress continued

" The exterior of the habitation, if it de-

served the name, vv^as well calculated to pre-

pare us for the scene that awaited us within

its walls. They had originally been built

with mud ; but time, or some other cause,

had made such various depredations upon

them, as to prevent their aHHrording a suffi-

cient shelter from the inclemency of the

weather. This, however, was but an insig-

nificant portion of wretchedness, to that

which we encountered upon our entrance

into this miserable hovel.

" A fire, consisting of a few sticks col-

lected from the forest, seemed, by its re-

flection on the black mouldy walls, to add

to, rather than dissipate the gloomy ap-

pearance that reigned through the solitary

apartment. By the side of it sat a man

wpon a small wooden bench ; his right leg-

supported



96 THE BLACK BANNER.

supported by a stool of the same quality,

and bandaged up as well as his scanty means

would afford. It had been severely cut by

an axe^ about a fortnight previous to our

fortunate encounter with his boy; by which

means he was totally deprived of procuring

that maintenance for his family, which by

his industry he had hitherto sheltered from

the more pressing necessities of want ; and

as surgical assistance is not to be procured

but from a great distance, and at an ex-

pence too large for the resources of a poor

labouring peasant, the wound was of neces-

sity left principally to the cure of Nature;

but although this might perhaps be the

safest mode, aided by a good constitution,

yet still it delayed the cure, and r-endered

the situation of the family more deplorable.

" The three youngest of his children

w^ere laying upon the ground around him,

lisping out their little wants, while the

agony of being unable to supply them,

forced the tears down his manly cheeks.

Upon our entrance^ he seemed much sur-

prised ;
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prised ; and the poor little innocents^ start-

ing up from their recumbent postures, ran

close to him, as if to claim his protection

against the intruders. Before their parent

had time to speak, my father, anxious to

relieve the misery so strongly depicted in

his wan countenance, assured him that he

deemed it as one of .the most fortunate mo-

ments oFhis life, that accident had thrown

his eldest boy in his wa}^ who had, with all

tht impressive and genuine innocence of

Nature, described his situation, though, he

confessed, inadequate to the reality. He
assured him, however, of immediate relief,

and that if upon further inquiry he proved

deserving of his patronage, he should al-

ways enjoy his protection, as he would take

the charge of his family upcn himself.

" To describe the feelings of the invalid

is impossible; utterance was denied him ;

he gazed first wildly upon my father and

myself, then upon his children, whom he

clasped alternately in his arm,s. The con-

flict however was too great ; and had not

VOL. Ill, F my
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my father rushed forward and caught him

in his arras, he must have fallen from the

feeble support which propped him, and

might probably have rendered himself »a

cripple for life.

" It was our custom to carry some co

dials with us when taking the diversion of

hunting; fortunately they were not ex-

hausted ; and a sufficient quantity being

administered, it soon restored him to the

recollection of the scene before him.

'' My father, perceiving that he was suffi-

ciently recovered to converse, asked various

questions relative to his regular employ-

ment, and particularly the occasion of his

accident; he was more minute in his in-

quiries, knowing that the banditti, whose

principal place of habitation was in the

interior recesses of the mountains, fre-

quently possessed cottages at a distance, to

which, when they could be spared from

the necessary deities allotted to them, they

would sometimes repair. Some instances,

though not frequent ones, had occurred

when

/
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when these meri; having contracted a female

connexion, had married, especially when

they had arrived at that rank in the society

which intitled them to superior privileges.

'' The idea that the invalid might be of

that description, crossed the imagination

of my father at the first view of him ; as,

independent of his sickly appearance, which

was evidently the result of the deprivation

of proper nutriment, his countenance was

of the most manly cast, and his form of a

posverful and robust mould. He however

endeavoured to conceal his suspicions, and

determined that his future conduct to-

wards him should be guided by t\ie history

of his life. The answers to the various

subtile questions which were put to him,

were such as orreatlv to contribute to banish

the hasty-formed idea, v.hich was entirely

obliterated by our nev^r protegee, who
from the minuteness of the inquiry, at last

perceived the tendency of it ; when, taking

advantage of a pause in the conversation,

be modestly observed, that the questions

F 2 Vi'hich
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which he had been asked were such as were

naturally to be expected by a person in his

situation^ as he was well aware of the tenor

of them, having been acquainted with a

family who had permitted one of the moun-

tain banditti to become a member of it^ by

marrying their daughter. In respect to

himself, however, he could call every thing

sacred to witness that he was free from any

charge that malice itself could bring against

him, which would tend to criminate him,

either in violating the laws of society at

large, or, he flattered himself, of that par-

ticular community who were his present

associates; adding, that when his beloved

Theresa returned, she should conduct him,

if he pleased, to the principal inhabitants

of the neighbouring village, to whom he

had been known from his earliest years.

" The glow arising from a consciousness

that his rectitude had been doubted^ though

that doubt was justifiable, was, to my father,

a more convincing proof of the truth of

the peasant's assertion than any words could

give

;
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give; and perceiving that he felt hurt at

the suspicion, we hastened to assure him

that even had our first conjectures been

well grounded, humanity would have taught

us to assist the unfortunate; but that be-

ing now assured that he filled the place in

society allotted him by fortune, with ho-

nour and propriety, our future care would

be to render that permanent assistance

which would preclude the return of that

distress we were then the witnesses of.

" Thus satisfied, we prepared to depart,

in order to send immediate assistance, and,

if possible, to remove the whole family into

a more eligible situation ; but the peasant,

perceiving our intention, requested us,

with the utmost humility, if not encroach-

ing too much upon our time, to remain

with him until Theresa returned, as he was

fearful respecting the consequences which

so sudden and unexpected a change might

occasion to feelings rendered more acute

by past sufferings, and the dreary prospect

which she contemplated as to th-" future

F 3 provision
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provision for her family ; adding, that

although he must sincerely thank us for our

kind intentions of nlTording such speedy

relief, yet that the joy which he that day

experienced would be a sufiicient renova-

tion to his spirits ;
' and these infants/ con-

tinued he, looking at and embracing them

with renewed energy, ' will enjoy a full

aneal, this being the day when their mother

bi ings home the scanty pittance which has

hitherto been our whole allowance for the

week, but which now may, through your

bcneticent intentions, be appropriated as

Nature requires.*

" As the day was not far advanced, I

ventured, by a look, to express to my fa-

ther my inclination of acquiescing in the

request of the invalid. He readily com-

prehended my meaning, and declared his

consent. I must confess, that although the

reasons assigned by the peasant had some

weight with me, yet that I was principally

actuated by motives of curiosity, as I v/as

anxious to sec with what a small portion of

food
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food Nnture could be supported, even in

any degree, for such a space of time.

" Our patience was not put to any great

trial, as one of the children (for one or

other of them had, after their first fears sub-

sided, ran backward and forward to the

door) announced the approach of their

mother. They were all upon the point of

rushing out, no doubt to tell the glad

tidings, but their father prevented them,

by saying— * Remain where you are, my
children ; our noble benefactors shall have

the satisfaction of beholding Nature in its

rude, but genuine garb/ The.-- orders

were obeyed, though with reluctance; and

I must confess I was upon the point of sug-

gesting the propriety of informing their

mother that stransrers were at the cottaofc.

My father, however, by his looks and man-
ner, seemed to approve of the prevention,

as he himself drew the eldest towards him,

and by a gentle restriction kept hint close

bv his side.

'' At length Theresa entered; a small

F 4 basket
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basket hung upon her arm,, which she was

on the point of hastily opening, in order

to distribute tlie welcome, though scanty

provision, when her eye first caught a view

of the intruders. In an instant every sense

seemed parah'zed ; her feet became as if

rooted to the earth ; she looked first at her

liusband, then on her children ; an ex-

pression of joy, far unlike her usual recep-

tion, was conspicuous in the countenance

of the former, while the latter, with a de-

light which could not be concealed even

by their tears, ran hastily to her embrace,

crying out— ' Oh mama, dear mama, we

shall all now be happy ; papa will soon get

well; nor shall we, he says, be obliged to

keep what you have brought us for the

whole week, as we may eat it up all to-day,

if we please, and have plenty again for to-

morrow ; how glad we are, for we are very

hungry/
*' In these artless strains did these inno-

cents address their astonished mother, who

still remained silent, and gazing upon the

interesting
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interesting group, until the voice of her

husband recalled her to a sense of the scene

before her, who exclaimed

—

' Yes, my
dear Theresa^ what these dear infants have

so incoherently told is true ; in these stran-

gers behold the present preservers of our

family, and our assured future benefactors;

1 cannot rise to thank them as I ought; do

you perform the duty for me/ In an in-

stant Theresa, dropping the basket which

she had still held in her hand, fell upon her

knees, before either my father or myself

could prevent her. In this action the chil-

dren, as if mechanically, follov^ed her ex-

ample ; nor until she had poured forth at

random the effusions prompted by the

voice of Nature alone, could we prevail

upon her to quit the humble posture which

she had assumed. A group more interest-

ing never can be conceived ; and indeed

it became painfully affecting.

'' At length the penetrating eye of the

invalid perceived the effect of her pious

gratitude upon our feelings, and kindly

F 5 reminded
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reminded her^, that although life itself

^vould be too short to repay their bene-

factors, yet that from the benevolence of

their dispositions, he was assured they

would have a more exalted opinion of that

gratitude, if she would blend with it her

usual attention to her little family, casting

a look, at the same time, at the basket

%vhich lay unemptied on the ground. A
inocest blush sufiused her agitated coun-

tenance, and addressing us personally for

the first time, said
—

' So wonderful are the

changes which I have thus suddenly en-

countered, that I am confident our benefac-

tors will attribute the inattention to that

whirlwind of thought which threatened for

an instant to deprive me of reason; fear,

doubt, and a numerous train of unaccount-

able sensations, assailed me by turns; but

when I view (pardon me for repeating the

unmerited expressions which she made use

of) the figure and countenance cf an an-

gel, announcing the end of our misery, all

other passions but gratitude vanish. Come
then.
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then, my children/ continued she^ ' ^'^joy

the first meal that this cottage has been

\vitness to for this fortnight past; and you

too, my beloved husband^ may freely par-

take of a small present which your late

master has sent you/ Saying this, she gave

him a bason^ which contained some soup,

that, from its appearance^, seemed well cal-

culated for an invalid ; and when I tell you

that the whole contents of the basket was

easily consumed without overloading the

stomach, you may judge how small must

have been the allotted portion^ when divided

iiuo seven days' provision.

" Every m.otive for a longer continuance

at this miserable hut was now completed;

we therefore prepared for our departure,

leaving to the happy husband the task of

detailing the particulars of v.'hat passed,

and also our future intentions in their fa-

vour; and as there was some of the cordial

remaining which had before been applied

so successfully, we gave it into the hands

of Theresa, as a temporary resource until

F G we
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"we could send them something more sub*

stantial.

" Such was my first interview with this

interesting family, and it is scarcely neces-

sary for me to add, that every engagement

my father promised, and indeed more, was

punctually fulfilled.

'' At the earnest intreaties both of the

peasant and his wife, a new house was

erecfed near to the spot where the former

miserable cottage stood, as the land was his

own, and part of it was in a forward state

of cultivation. I soon found that Theresa

possessed an understanding much superior

to the generality of peasants; and her hus-

band, who by proper applications soon re-

covered the use of his wounded leg, ingra-

tiated himself so much with my father, that

he soon became his chief confidant, and

was employed by him in concerns that re-

quired more than common abilities. Few

days passed, particularly in the summer

season, that Theresa did not walkover to our

retreat, or that I did not pay a visit to her

4 little
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little farm ; upon this eventful morning I

had rambled thither, intending to remain

with her a few hoars, as I conjectured that

she was alone, her husband having been

employed upon business which promised

to detain him until late in the evening.

Upon my arrival at the farm, however, I

found that its mistress was gone to the

neighbouring village, and that she probably

would not return until late. Having there-

fore rested myself for about an hour,

amused by the playful gambols of their

youngest infant, who had been left at home
under the care of the servant, (for their

present establishment not only requires the

assistance of one, but can support it with-

out a deviation from prudence), I set off

upon my return home.

" I confess, that while sitting in the small

but decent apartment of the farm, I experi-

enced a sensation of dread, very unusual for

me to feel, and which I could neither ac-

count for, or intirely dismiss from my mind

;

Irecollectedthepertinacity ofMadame Stel-

ler.
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ler, and the earnestness of her request that

I would not leave her on this mornins:, as

she was snre some misfortune would hap-

pen. I must premise^ that notwithstanding

her good qualities, superstition was her

prevailing foible, and I discovered that this

reluctance for my departure proceeded

from a dream ; the particulars of which

however she would not relate to me. As

rny father is more I'ree from those prejudices

than mo:,t men of the a^e, he had taken the

greatest pains to inculcate tlie r:ame dispo-

sition in me. I therefore onlv lai:o-hed at

the idea; and although I am sensible that^

out of complaisance to Madame Steller, he

v.^ould have rather wished n^.e to rem.ain at

home than otherwise, still he would not

interfere in our little contest, lest 1 should

imagine that he also was biassed by it. My
iiiiual dress upon these excursions was that

worn by the generality of the young female

peasantry of a superior class; upon this

occasion, how^ever, I omitted to take with

me the usual weapons of defence^ as it sel-

dom
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dom or ever happened that the ;Wi]d beasts

made their appearance in the more fer-

tilized districts, during the summer season,

or indeed at any time, except when extreme

hunger forced them from their secret re-

cesses in the more mountainous regions.

I had proceeded nearly halfway upon my
return home, when I was tempted to take a

view of a distant prospect, which had, in

the course of the chace, frequently attracted

my attention ; yet I had never foijnd an

opportunity of examining it with that mi-

nuteness which its apparent beauty pro-

mised to repay with a satisfaction that would

most amply compensate for the delay.

" In order to obtain a more complete

and comprehensive view of the object I

allude to, I was obliged to leave the direct

path, in order to gain the ascent of one of

those declivities so frequent in these moun-

tainous districts, and from which no inter-

vening obstruction could conceal any part

of its beauties. While employed in the

contemplatipn of a scene so congenial to

my
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my disposition, and while my mind was re-

velling in that pure delight which those

only who are alive to the magnificent

works of Nature can perfectly enjoy, the

reverie into which I had fallen, almost un-

conscious of ought, save those beauties

which every instant became more interest-

ing, as they were examined more minutely,

was suddenly disturbed by a noise, which,

from its sound, appeared at no great dis-

tance from me. It seemed the efforts of a

man attempting to make his way towards

me through the underwood, which was of

a sufficient height and thickness to conceal

his approach until he came ulmost close to

the spot I had chosen. On any other oc-

casion it is very probable that my alarm

would have been trifling, and I should con-

sequently have fallen a martyr to an over

security ; my mind, however, nowithstand-

ing all my endeavours to shake it off, was

impressed with the solemnity of Madame

Steller's address to me, and starting up from

the recumbent posture which I had chosen,

I hastened
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I hastened to regain the road that led to my
own habitation. Before I could accom-

plish this design, I found that I had ample

reason for my terror, as I perceived a per-

son rush from the p^ith I was so eager to

gain ; for a moment I flattered myself that

I should escape his observation, as he stop-

ped suddenly, throwing his eyes with a mi-

nute inquisitiveness all around him, as if

to discover the object of his search. But

this hope soon evaporated when I beheld

him turn towards the direction I was pur-

suing, and advance with increased speed.

I had then a more distinct view of his per-

son, and if I was alarmed before, how much

more was that alarm increased, when it be-

came evident that his designs, whatever

they might ultimately prove, were of a

natii.e that required concealment, as he

wore a mask, which sufficiently prevented

any discovery of his features. In addition

to this appalling sight, he was armed; yet,

as well as I could judge from the hasty view

I took of his person, his costume was quite

d if] erent
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diOerent from that which, I hnva been told,

is universal nn.ong the banditti who are

reported to inhribit the private recesses of

the adjacent mountains. This discovery

completed my terror; it was not, however,

so much for myself that I was alarmed, but

on tfie account of niy father. The enemies,

whom I had so repeatedly heard from him

had made various attempts to discover his

situation, occurred to my recollection, and

I immediately conjectured, that, having by

his late conduct relaxed from the strict se-

crecy which he had so long observed, he

had awakened the fears of those inveterate

disturbers of his happiness, who, doubtless,

judged that his openness of" conduct was

the prelude of his return to power—an

eveiit which their conscious i.'iiquity told

them would prove the di.closure of iheir

past villainy, as well as the downfall of their

future hopes.

'' It struck me also, that the directions

given to this stranger was not, iathe first-

instance, any attempt against the person of

my
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my father, but that tht^r first object was

to get possession of mine, as an hostage, if

necessary^ for their own safety ; for if this

could be attained in the secret manner

intended, it would answer th^ purpose of

inflicting the most exquisite torture in my
father's heart ; and even if their fears of his

return into the busy scenes of life were

intended to be realized, would, they hoped,

effectually prevent him. Such were the

ideas suggested by the terror of the ino-^

ment; instead, however, ofsinkin<j[ under

their weight, they seemed to add strength

to my exertions, which the near approach

of the terrific object rendered every in-

stant more necessary. Every path, even

the most intricate, was well known to me;

I therefore hoped, that, by striking into

one, at first in appearance almost impass-

able, and which contained several windings^

I might baflle his pursuit ; I well knew that

it would lead me furtlier from home, but

as my father was universally belbvedby the

neighbouring peasanty, I entertained the

hopes
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hopes of meeting with some of them em-

ployed in their usual occupations of wood-

cutting, when I made little doubt of es-

caping from the perils which I had so

inadvertently thrown myself into. But these

hopes proved fallacious; my pursuer, who

soon discovered my tract, gained ground

upon me, frequently calling upon me to

stop; but bis voice, which sounded in my
ears more terrific than the howling of the

indigenous inhabitants of the mountains^

instead of diminishing, seemed to add

strength to my exertions. I knew that the

main road which led through the forest was

at no great distance from the direction in

which I was flying. Hope once more re-

vived ; but alas! this was upon the point

of finally forsaking me, when, at the very

instant in which I reached the wished-for

tract, I perceived two cavaliers, accompa-

nied by a lady. The result you, gentlemen,

are acquainted with, much better than

myself; all I recollect is, that, upon per-

ceiving them, I gave a violent scream, when

rny
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my pursuer darted in to the wilds of the forest;

I then sunk exhausted into a state of insensi-

bility, from which your generous assistance

recovered me; and I can only lament that

my sudd-^n appearance should have been the

cause of separating the party ; but I trust,

as the road is sufficiently wide, and free

from impediments, that no serious accident

will happen to the young lady ; sorry I am,

however, to detain her friends from afford-

ing her those services which she must pro-

bably need."

An explanation here ensued ; and the

eldest of the cavaliers assured the fair AI-

phonsine that she might banish every un-

easiness respecting his fair charge, as her

horsemanship was fully equal to any peril

which she would probably encounter, and

her young companion able to protect her

to the place at which it was their intention

to remain for some days; he was therefore

confident that they would await his arrival,

'' unless," added he, '' my young friend,

having placed his fair charge in safety,

should
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should have the gallantry to retrace his

steps/ impatient to know the issue of the

adventure^ of which he beheld only the

commencement. As to myself/' continued

he, ''
1 feel so extremely interested in the

history you have related, that I can almost

fancy it to be the peculiar ordination of

Providence itself that we should so unex-

pectedly meet, as, notwithstanding the deep

veil of disguise with which you have en-

veloped the events of your past life, it re-

calls to my recollection the remembrance

of one most dear to me, whose unknown

fate I have long lamented ; nor has a new-

year passed that has not witnessed my at-

tempt to discover his retreat. Start not,

my fair Alphonsine, should the truth be as

I suspect, and that it is my happiness to

find in the Chevalier De Rottenberg the

long-lost
"

He stopped, recollecting, for the first

time, that a total stranger to him was pre-

sent; but recovering from the momentary

confusion which his hasty zeal in the fan-

cied
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cled recognition had caused,^ he said

—

'' But hold; what iae chevalier has so long ^

held sacred, must not be wantonly exposed

by his friends ; be assured, however, that

not even yourself can take a greater interest

in his welfare than I feel.'*

These assurances calmed the anxiety

which the innocent heart of Alphonsine

felt, when she found, that in the fulness of

her gratitude she had perhaps unguardedly

betrayed the author of her being into the

hands of his enemies. She wish-ed to have

inquired the name of her deliverers, as she

was acquainted with those whom her father

had often mentioned with pleasure, as his

particular friends; but this an innate mo-

desty forbade.

Albert had attended to this conversation

in silence ; he perceived there was some

mystery which perhaps their arrival at the

cottage of the Chevalier De Rottenberg

would develop. His own situation became

extremely hazardous ; he had seen his com-

panion frequently scrutinizing his coun-

tenance
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tenance when he thought himself unob-

served, and he pondered upon the words

which he had overheard when concealed in

his rocky retreat. Some occasional hints,

thrown out in the course of conversation,

.almostconvinced him that the lady of whom
his present companion had been the escort^

was the identical Matilda, of whose person

he had, as already related^ attempted to get

possession, knowing that, in default of the

appearance of the young Prince Rodol-

phus, of whom no tidings had transpired,

since he was snatched from certain destruc-

tion, and conveyed far from the walls of

Ciagenfurth, she was the undoubted heiress

to the principality. Yet one doubt still ob-

truded ; if this was Matilda, how could he

reconcile the story of her deliverance from

his emissaries, which every circumstance

convinced him was effected by one of the .^

banditti? and he was too well acquainted:i^r

with their rules, not to know the treatment^

those of the female sex were destined to

experience, whom their ill fortune threw

into
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into their power. Could an indifTerent

observer have scrutinized the countenance

of Albert^ during the rapid succession of

these ideas,, he would have found it an

enigma not easily to be unravelled. A
fugitive, a proscribed alien, he yet enter-

tained the hopes of rioting in the spoils of

love, by the possession of the unfortunate

Adeline; while, on the other hand, ambi-

tion, and the prospect of restoring his lost

honour and consequence, by fulfilling that

part of the fatal prophecy respecting the

restoration of the legal heir to the throne

of Clagenfurth, pointed out the youiig

Matilda as the proper object of his pursuit.

At the conclusion of the remarks made

by the elder chevalier, a total silence suc-

ceeded. The minds of each seemed deeply

engaged in revolving the unexpected

events of the few last hours, which had

succeeded each other with such rapidity

hs to leave little room for the suggestion

of that caution which it was so evidently

the interest both of Albert and Alphonsine

VOL. III. G to
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to obsenT. When reflection indeed re-

gained its sway, the latter, notwithstanding

the cheering assurances of her elder pro-

tector, felt, that by an. eager and over-

tstrained gratitude for her deliverance from

a drtnger -which her fertile fancy led her

to believe included those mcit dear to

her, she had perhaps been the principal

occasion of involving them in that very

predicament she sougiit to avoid. The

thought was agony ; yet no plan o[ pre-

venting their attendance upon her to the

cottage of her father presented itself to

her imagination. She had herself requested

their services^ nor could she now dispense

'with them, without being subject to the

charge, either of caprice, or the most

glaring inconsistency, if not of suspicions

more injurious to her character.

Albert, wrapt up in meditations upon

his own concerns, did not perceive the

contrariety of emotions by which the

mind of Alphonsine was agitated; but his i

cGixipanion had been a more accurate

observer.
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observer. Gladly would he have given

immediate relief to a heart whose very

errors proceeded solely from the noblest

principle—gratitude; but he was con-

strained to silence by the presence of a

third person, of whon^, upon a closer

examination, which he had taken every

private opportunity of making, he did not

entertain the most favourable opinion ; and

indeed he would have rather considered

him as an associate with the unknown in-

truder upon Alphonsine's vvaiks, than her

protector from his insults.

It has been already remarked^ that Albert,

in order more effectuilly to elude his

enemies, had disguised his nat iirallv noble

form, -tinder the semblance of ccniparative

wretchedness; and the arms which he

carried with him, as his means of defence,

served to heighten the tout cnsemll: of his

«ippearance. Still there was a b^^am of

majesty which would sometimes disclose

itself through every bar; and although

the memory of his eompanion was not

G 2 sufficiently
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sufficiently retentive to recollect his person,

yet he felt convinced that the meanness of

his present accoutrements was assumed

only for some particular purpose. This

conviction put him more upon his guard,

and served to determine his conduct to-

wards Alphonsine, although he lamented

the urgency of the case, which prevented

him from making a disclosure that would

have effectually banished those apprehen-

sions which her late formed reflection

caused her to imbibe. ,

They had arrived within a short distance

from the retreat of the Chevalier De Rot-

tenberg, when the sound of several voices,

calling loudly upon the name of Alphon-

sine, struck their ears ; and in a few

minutes, the husband of Theresa, who had

returned from executing the commission

with which he had been charged much

sooner than he expected, appeared hasten-

ing down the path, followed by the Che-

valier De Rottenberg. In an instant Al-

phonsine threw herself into the arms of

her
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Iter father, and fainted. The confusion

this caused^ together with the unexpected

pleasure of finding his daughter restored

safe to his arms (as reports of a most

dreadful nature were circulated respecting

her, ^hd which gained additional cre-

dence by the return of the peasanr, who

had heard of her having been at his farm,

and of her departure from thence), pre-

vented the Chevalier from immediately

noticing the persons by whom she was

accompanied. But Albert no sooner per*

ceived the father of Alphonsine, whom, but

the moment before, he had assisted in sup-

porting, than he rushed, with an impetno-

sity bordering upon insanity, into the

most intricate part of the forest. The

suddenness, however, of his departure

caused De Rottenberg, who had been bend-

ing over the inanimate form of his daugh-

ter, in order to catch the first moments of

returning sense, to look up; nor could

Albert, notwithstanding all his exertion,

proceed so far ere he escaped observation,

G 3 but
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but that the former caught a distinct viCvv

of features indelibly impressed upon his

memory, and in a voice agitated by a

thousand contending passions, he hastily

exclaimed, '' Gkacious Powers ! Albert

HERE !'* This exclamation aroused the at-

tention of the elder clicvalier, who, per-

ceiving a sufficient number of attendants

employed in the recovery of Alphonsine,

for Madame Stelier, with the female part

of their household, had joined them, had

hitherto kept at such a distance, as not to

be recognized by De Rottenberg. Hearing,

how^ever, the exclamation uttered by the

father of Alphonsine, he subjoined, in a

tone of peremptory command, '^ Pursue

the tyrant with the utmost speed, and

bring him, alive or dead, to the cottage of

the Chevalier/' Alphonsine had by this

nearly recovered, when a new surprise in

some measure called off her attention, as

her father, starting at the well-known voice

of the stranger, gazed upon him for an

instant, as if incredulous of the reality.

The
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The next moment saw him encircled in

his arms.

The citv of Cla<ienfurth soon reo'aincd

a state of tranquillity, to which it had been-

a total stranger during the usurpation of

Albert. The entrance of the Chevalier

D'Armfeldt within its walls, who was ac--

eompanicd by the Count Von Werdenberg,

Theodore, and Berthold, seemed more like

tiie arrival of friends than conquerors ;

and it was with the most heartfelt satis-

faction that they found, upon the strictest

examination, that verv few of the citizens

had fallen in the contest, the chief slaugh-

ter having been confined to some mer-

cenaries, and to the hereditary vassals oT

the fugitive Prince, and even of these an

inconsiderable number became the victims-

of their attachment ; for, as they soon*

perceived that his cause was hopeless, and

that the troops within the walls waited

only for a fair opportunity of joining their

fellow-soldiers on the outside, they pru-

dently escaped the dread of an assault^

G 4 which
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which it was evident would be favoured by

the citizens at large, and consequently in~

volve them, as belonging more peculiarly

to Albert, in a certain massacre, by render-

ing themselves voluntary prisoners, as soon

as the reguIatiQns for the interior govern-

ment both of the capital and the whole

principality, which soon followed the ex-

ample of their fellow-subjects, were regu-

lated. A consultatio]! was held to consider

of the steps necessary to be taken upon this

sudden turn of affairs. It was now that

D'Armfeldt was first made acquainted with

the surreptitious mode by which the usurper

had caused the removal of the Princess Ade-

line from the.convent of St. Veil ; but his

vneasiness was rather alleviated by the in-

telligence which he received from Berthold,

who as yet was only known to him as an

intimate friend of the Count Von Wer-

denberg and Theodore de Mountfort, and

accordingly treated by him with the atten-

tion which he thought due to the rank of

those noblemen. Adeline, it may be re-

collected.
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collected, was obliged to take shelter in

a solitary hut. The character of its inha^

bitants had been justly defined, in the

suspicion both of the Princess and Mar-

tuccio ; and it was solely owing to the very

strict orders which had been given to

them by their captain, that the latter

escaped in safety with his prize. Had the

resolution of the Princess, which she at

one time determined upon, of discovering

her rank, and claiming the protection of

the cottagers, fortunately been persevered

in, she would have escaped the persecu-

tions which awaited her, and the betrayer

of injured innocence would have suffered

a punishment due, not only to his present

crime, but for a long catalogue of of-

fences, the least of which deserved the

utmost rigour that the sternness of justice

could inflict. Sebastian no sooner en-

tered the cottage than his piercing eye,

always accustomed to scrutinize strangers,

gazed on Martuccio, and notwithstanding

the alteration which time, assisted by art^

G 5 had
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had made upon his features^ he instantly

recollected both the form and countenance

of a former acquaintance. This recogni-

tion, together with the observations which

he made upon the elegant appearance,

even though disguised, of his female com-

panion, convinced him that his employ-

ment, of whatsoever nature it might be,

was of a tendency in which villainy bore

the greatest share. The scenes to which

he had been himself privy some years

back, justified him in the suspicion ; and

it was this that occasioned the private con-

ference between him and his brother-in-

Jaw, as to the measures which they should

pursue. Obedience to the orders w^hich

they had previously received was how-

ever paramount to every other considera-

tion, and they reluctantly left the female

to her fate. Certain it is, however, that

had they known it was the Princess Ade-

line who was thus the victim of a villain,

they would have risked the displeasure of

their captain^ and their lives forfeited by

their
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their disobedience; satisfied that for the

act of apparent rebellion against those

laws which hclr^ their society together by

an indissoluble bond, they v;ould, upon

an appeal to the generosity of the whole,

not only have been pardoned, but ap-

plauded. Fate, however, ordained that

their allegiance should not be put to the

test ; but scarcely had a few hours passed^

after the departure of Adeline and Mar*-

tuccio from the cottage in the forest,

than one of the messengers sent by Ber-

thold from the monastery, to collect his

forces together at the rendezvous fixed

upon, arrived in great haste, to summon
their attendance. From him they learned

the history which had been related, by the

wounded monk, and they now blamed

themselves most severely for theirhesita-

tion in performing an action which their

consciences whispered was meritorious.

The intelligence, however, ca^me too late

for any chance of success in a pursuit;

added to which, the time allotted them to

G 6 join



132 THE BLACK BANNER.

join their associates would not permit the

attempt. Taking, therefore, an hasty leave

of Marian, they used every expedition to

join their captain as soon as possible ; as,

from various sources, although such as

they could not place any reliance upon,

they in part conjectured the enterprise in

which their companions were, as usual, to

take a conspicuous share ; and from some

hints which had escaped the messenger,

the knowledge which they had casually

obtained of the Princess Adeline would,

they judged, be esteemed of no trivial

consequence by their captain. Immediately,

therefore, upon their arrival at the destined

spot, they required an audience of him

upon matters of importance. Berthold

was at that time sitting with his two friends,

consulting upon some measures which

were thought it might be necessary to pur-

sue. He however immediately made an

apology for so abruptly breaking in upon

their conversation, by an attention to

business of his own ; adding, as an excuse,

which
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which he trusted would be accepted, that

it had been his constant practice, ever

since he had taken the command^ to give

instant audience whenever any intelligence

was brought, lest by the delay, even of a

moment, he might be prevented either

from guarding the security of his followers,

or, perhaps, of mitigating the extremity

of distress.

A look, sufficiently expressive of the

high admiration in which they held his

sentiments, was the signal for the admit-

tance of Bernardo and Sebastian. Perceiving

that strangers were present, they indicated

that their tale required privacy ; but Ber-

thold, confident that they had not been

guilty of any outrage which w^ould tend

to criminate them in the opinion of his

friends, commanded them to speak out, as

he hc.d no secrets which he should hesitate

to entrust to those with whom he was in

company. Sebastian then related the trans-

actions at the cottage, and confessed the

great restraint which he put upon his in-

clination.
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clination, to prevent hii swerving from that

obedienre wliich he owed to the cominands

of his captain. During the narrative, both

Theodore and the Count, although they

had heard the talc, as far as the information

of the W'oui.ded monk could give them,

exhibited symptoms of the greatest agita-

tion ; v^'hile the captain, pleased with their

conduct, could not forbear noticing their

implicit obedience, by cordially shaking

them by the hand, and promising an im-

mediate rise in the troop to which they

were peculiarly attached ; adding, at the

same time, that if they had, on an occa-

sion of so peculiar a nature, swerved from

the duty imposed upon them by the general

rules of the society, yet, for the sake of

future discipline, be should have been ob-

liged to have subjected them to a trial,

although his voice would have been the

first to have pronounced an honourable

acquittal. The two brothers then led the

tent, not however before Sebastian had

been commanded to return thither at mid-

night.
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night, in order to undertake a secret coin-

mission.

It had been the intention ofthe Chevalier

to have proposed the Princess Adeline as

their reigning Queen, until such time as

Rodolphus either returned, or his death was

authenticated. Her absence at this particu-

lar time was distressing to all p?rties, as it

made the necessary arrangements for fixing

the government upon a firm and solid

foundation much more diiEcult. Thesecret

respecting Matilda was known but to few^

nor had it yet been m.ade known by the

Chevalier to Theodore or liis other friends ;

yet, from the first moment ofthe discovery,

the plans of D'Armfeldt to secure the here-

ditary possessions, in case of the demise of

the young Rodolphus, were such as dis-

closed his abilities as a statesman, and

proved that he had conquered, not for an

aggrandizement to himself alone, but for

the uitimiate happiness and benefit of the

principality at large. The Count Von
Wcrdenberg made no secret of the designs

entertained
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entertained fcr the future establishment of

Matilda. The intelligence ajjpeared to give

so great a satisfaction to D'Armfeldt^ as to

excite no small surprise in his friends, who

could not conceive why an event in which

the Chevalier apparently possessed no su-

perior interest, should be received by him

with a pleasure he took no pains to con-

ceal. Indeed, so urgent was he upon the

occasion, as even to propose a speedy ce-

lebration of their marriage ; and that

during the absence both of Adeline and

Rodolphus, Theodore and Matilda should

take upon them the reins of government

—

a measure which he was confident would

meet with the cordial approbation of the

principality at large, particularly when

they were made acquainted with the birth

of Matilda, and saw the supposed last sur«

viving branch of their late beloved Prince's

family united with the brother of the in^

jured Adeline.

But although the Count Werdenberg was

well aware of the facility with which such a

plan
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plan might be efTected, yet there were many

reasons, and those of considerable weight,

which urged him to defer the completion

of it. These he made no scruple of men-

tioning. One, and indeed the principal,

was painted in a manner so clear and per-

spicuous, that even Theodore himself,

although it militated against an early com-

pletion of his happines-s, could not avoid

perceiving the justice of it ; and the Che-

valier confessed his surprise, that an infer-

ence so obvious as the one suggested by the

Count should have escaped his penetration.

^' Remember," said the veteran, '' that al-

though we are ourselves conscious of the

purity of our intentions, yet the world,

judging from appearances only, will be too

apt to consider that conduct as the offspring

of ambition, which in reality is intended

solely for the advantage of all parties ; and

even the Princess Adeline herself, whose

feelings as a mother would naturally super-

sede those of a sister, would, 1 doubt not,

entertain



138 THE BLACK BANKER.

entertain the strongest fears, not onlv for

the ultimate succession of her beloved lio-

dolphus, hut, if he still is in existence^

perhaps of his life also ; as experience has

furnished us with so m an v dreadful instances

of men whose former conduct has been a

brilliant example for the imitation of

others, yet when the sweets of power have

once been fvlt, it has become so interwoven

with their very existence, as to seem habi-

tual : rror could that virtue which had once

bowed before the more glitterinoc shrine of

ambition, scarcely ever be recalled to the

practice ofjustice and honour: but although

I would pledge my own life, that, was the

present proposal to be adopted, no injury

would accrue to the interests of the legal

claimants, still let us, to whom the people

look up v*/iih anxiety for the settlement of

their future government, steer clear even

of suspicion ; and it is to you. Chevalier

(addressing D'Armteldt), that my v^ishes.

point, as the head of a regency, to be

formed
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formed from those men whose abilities and

integrity are the surest pleas for the purity

oftheir actions."

To this address, so totally unexpected^

the Chevalier made a suitable answer, and

would willingly have declined the distinc-

tion; but the Count so clearly demonstrated

to him that he was the person most proper

upon the occasion, as he w^as known to

be possessed of the arrection of the army,

and no less so of the citizens at large, that

D'Armfeldt at length consented, making it

however a preliminary that he would occa-

sionally assist him with his advice. " And

now," continued he, '' let me return you my
sincerest thanks for having pointed out the

impropriety of my first proposal—an im-

propriety which will appear more glaring,

when, which indeed must have been the

case ere the marriage with Theodore took

place, I withdraw the veil which has hitherto

concealed some part of the mystery attend-

ant upon the birth of Matilda."

'' How !" exclaimed Theodore, ^' is she

not
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not the daughter of the late Prince of

Clagenfiirth ?''

'^^ She is/' replied D'Arrafeldt; '' but her

mother "

The impatient Theodore, whose love con-

jured up a thousand fears lest his adored

Matilda should prove ofa birth which might

induce the Count Von Werdenberg to wa-

ver in his intentions^ again interrupted the

Chevalier^ and while his countenance ex-

pressed the feelings which at that moment

agitated his mind, the question^ '' Know
you the mother of Matilda ?" passed his

J'ips ; at the same time adding, " How happy-

will this discovery make " He paused;

but with a sigh, he found it impossible ta

restrain, instantly subjoined " Matilda !"

The Coant and Chevalier readily pene-

trated the thoughts of Theodore. The

former indeed was rather surprised that

D'Armfeldt, whom he had never heard

mentioned as having been in the confidence

of the late Prince, should be in the posses-

sion of a secret unknown^ it was believed,

to
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to all his most intimate friends. He there-

fore in some measure shared the impatience

of the young lover. The Chevalier, how-

ever, did not permit them to remain long

in suspense, but with a feeling he could not

suppress, said, '' My noble friends, ere I

'discover what I believe only one being

except myself, who is now no more, but

whose name authenticates the certificate of

marriage, ever was made acquainted with,

I must premise, that the family of her mo-

ther is of a rank, which the proudest house

m the imperial dominions would have no

reason to blush at forming an alliance

with, although this circumstance was never

liRown to the late Prince of Clagenfurth ;

but misfortunes, and the intrigues of some

powerful enemies, have reduced them from

that station in society which th^y had filled

with so mucii credit to themselves. At

some future time the relation of past events

may amuse. The story is lon^r, and in many
respects interesting. Suffice it at present

to
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to know, that the mother of Matilda v/as

the sister of your friend/*

'' Of who ?'' exclaimed both the Count

and Theodore, in one breath, as if they did

not understand his meaning.

'' Of myself," replied the Chevalier.

When the astonishment at so unexpected

a disclosure had subsided, both the Count

and Theodore cordially congratulated him

upon having a niece who v.^ould add lustre

to the I'amily from which she sprung : and

Theodore felt so conscious that the Che-

valier had an undoubted right in the disposal

of his niece, that notwithstanding his prior

wishes for their immediate marriage had so

lately been made, he thought it his duty to

ask a formal consent. To this request the

Chevalier replied by referring him to the

Count Von Werdenberg, saying, '' The

Countalone must determine." Before Theo-

dore could address him, his noble relation,

taking his hand most affectionately, replied,

with a smile, '' Henry Von Werdenberg will

never
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i^ever check an aflcction commenced upon

motives the nicst iioriourabk% and whose

object is scarce ies3 c'tar to him than

would my s-iinted ZiiliiTsa have b.?en, had

fate permitted her existence/'

The mention of his beloved daughter

caused the silent tear to steal dovv^n the

cheek of the veteran. The impression,

however, was momentary, and gave place

to the pure joy and hilarity whicn, during

the ciisclosnre of the important event just

mentioned, had, from an anxii tv respecting

the manner in which the intelligence might

be received, experienced a momentary

check.

During the whole of this conversation,

it was remarked that Bcrthold had kept a

strict silence; neither did the disclosure

made by the Chevalier D'Armfcldt cause

I'im to express any symptoms of surprise.

The Count and Theodore both perceived

the singularity of his conduct, as in general

he freelv entered into discussions of a

political nature. The reason, however,

which
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which in their own minds they assigned for

his taciturnity, was, that being unknown

to D'Armfeldt, otherwise than as a friend

of the Count's, he did not think it proper

to interfere upon a subject in which he was

not supposed to have any interest.

A pause in the conversation having en^

sued, Berthold revived it by observing that

he had listened with the utmost attention,

and indeed satisfaction, to the noble and

disinterested sentiments he had heard—sen-

timents which, while they did honour to

the individuals^ promised to ensure the hap-

piness of the people at large. To him they

gave an additional pleasure, as he perceived

the time was arrived when information of

greater moment than what had just trans-

pired, might, both with propriety and safety,

be promulgated. " Neither," continued he,

" let my veracity be doubted, when I assert

that your sovereign lives, in safety, and in

health."

A shout ofjoy fully expressed the feelings

of his friends at intelligence so long an ob-

ject



THE BLACK BANNER. 113

ject of their most anxious wishes. Question

succeeded to question ; but Berthold gave

such cogent reasons why the assurance of

the safety only of the young Rodolphus

should be made known to the people in

general, until certain events took place,

that a ready acquiescence in them ensued.

The news that their young Prince was in

existence, and that he would, at a proper

time, return to take upon himself the go-

vernment, was soon spread over the city^

and caused the greatest rejoicings; nor were

its inhabitants little IcvSs pleased when they

were informed, that until that period ar-

rived, their friend and favourite, the Che-

valier D'Armfeldt, would assume the title

and power of regent.

Every thing which had detiiiaed the three

friends, Theodore, Berthold, and Von Wer-

denberg, being finally arfanged, (hey pre-

pared for their departure from Clagenfurth;

but the earnest entreaties of the Chevalier

D'Armfeldt prevailed upon the latter to

remain some time longer, which, upon
VOL. iiT, H condition
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condition that Matilda should leave the

hermitage, and with a sufficient escort to

prevent any accidental attack, should repair

to Clagenfurth, was readily agreed to.

Theodore eagerly pledged himself for

her safety, and, impatient to see the object

of his afdoration, from whom, in his estima-

tion, he had been separated an age, urged

Berthold to enter upon their journey, who,

after a long consultation with the Count,

was also anxious to depart, and who had

expressed his intention of travelling with

him as far as the hermitage. Before, how-

ever, Berthold left Clagenfurth, he, with

the consent of the Count, freely discovered

his present situation to the Chevalier, re-

ferring him to the former for a full expla-

nation of his ^conduct

We must now leave our heroes to prepare

for the execution of those designs which

they meditated, and recall the attention to

the Princess Adeline, the discovery indeed

of whom was the principal object that Ber-

thold had in view; and in consequence of

that
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that design^ private instructions were given

to Sebastian, who was to retail them to those

of his associates selected by the captain for

this particular enterprise.

No sooner A¥as Roberto entirely freed

' from the superiority assumed by Martuccio

1 during his unwelcome residence in theCastle,

than Adeline, as has been related, was per-

il
mitted to range over the extensive gardens

I
contained within its spacious walls; still,

either his wife or daughter, and sometimes

even in person Roberto himself would con-

stantly attend her. It was impossible that

thb circumstance could pass unnoticed by

the Princess, who, although she enjoyed

comparative happiness in the permission of

such an extent of freedom, as u])on her first

entrance within the wails she despaired of

ever obtaining, could not sometimes avoid

forming the wnsh of indulging, unnoticed

^y observation, in those ^everies which,

"although they reverted to scenes of long-

lost happiness, seemed rather to tranquillize

than agitate her mind.

H 2 The
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The penetration, however, of Roberto

was not to be deceived. He was satisfied

that all his endeavours failed in their wished-

for object, of rendering the situation of the

Princess as little irksome as his duty to his

chief permitted him. Accident, however,

furnishedan opportunityofoverhearing part

of a conversation between her and Agnes,

from the tenor of which he judged that he

had made a discovery of the cause which he

had so frequently observed would, even in

their most familiar moments, cloud the brow

of his interesting charge.

Whenever she could be spared from the

necessary business of the household, Agnes

would frequently repair to the apartments

of Adeline, with the benevolent intention

of dispersing, by her presence and chear-

fulness, that anxiety which she was fearful

would, by a too great indulgence of retire-

ment within the walls of the Castle, in time

prove of serious injury to her health. There

she was certain of receiving the most sin-

cere and affectionate welcome. Indeed soli

greatly
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greatly had she ingratiated herself with that

amiable sufferer, by a display of virtues

which, unfettered by affectation, owed their

origin to the purity of the heart alone, that

the Princess contemplated her almost with

the eye of a parent. Various topics were

discussed between them, with a degree of

freedom which a stranger might attribute

to a tie of a nature superior to friendship.

If the weather permitted, Agnes generally

succeeded in prevailing upon Adeline either

to court the refreshing breezes of those

heights which commanded an extensive

prospect over the adjacent country, or else

the cooler retreats which abounded through-

out the gardens, and afforded a pleasing se-

curity from the piercing sultriness of an

Italian atmosphere. While the two friends

were enjoying themselves in one of these

delicious recesses, Roberto, who, since the

arrival of the Princess, had felt a satisfaction

in keeping those walks which she seemed

the most delighted with in proper order,

had, while examining that part of the pre-

mises but a few days before, perceived the

H 3 overgrown
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overgrown luxurianceofsome shrubs,which,

iftoo long neglected,would materially injure

the picturesque scenery which constituted

its principal beauty. He had therefore al-

lotted that morning for the performance of

this necessary improvement, totally ignor-

ant that any of the inhabitants of the Castle

had Icit it. While busily employed in this

service, in which he took an extreme de-

light, he overheard the voices of females;

and, desisting a few moments from his

work, he soon discovered that Adeline and

his daughter Agnes were in a serious con-

versation in the neighbouring recess; but

although certain that his vicinity to them

could not be discovered, yet his innate

sense of propriety, together with his con-

viction that the Princess possessed too much

honour to endeavour to seduce hisdaughter

from the obedience which was due to a pa-

rent, prompted him to retire—a resolution

"which he was about putting in practice,

when he overheard distinctly a part of the

conversation. The tenor of it appeared,

r-om the tremulous voice of Adeline, to be

of
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of an interesting nature ; and he hastily-

conceived that he might possibly then have

an opportunity of discovering the means of

promoting the comforts of his fair charge,

especially as by the mention of the Castle,

he conjectured that Adeline was confiding

some intelligence of consequence to her

future felicity, during her residence in it,

to his daughter. To obtain this knowledge,

by questioning Agnes respecting it, he knew

would be useless, as, if itmilitated notagainst

the duty she owed her parents, no power

would ever force her to divulge a secret com
J

mitted to her in confidence. He determined,

therefore, to take the advantage offered him,

conscious that his intentions were of a na-

ture the most pure, and could defy the stric-

tures of the most rigid. He accordingly

drew as near as possible, without the hazard

of detection, to the recess ; and from the

sound of their voices, found that he had

chosen a spot so near as to enable him to

hear with the greatest distinction ; and, to

aij, observation made by Agnes, the first part

of which he lost, the Princess replied

—

H 4 '' Such,
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*' Such, Agnes, is the principle which,

during my life, I have invariably laid down
as the basis of my actions,- and although I

scknov^ledge, that by following a more

worldly policy, I might have escaped many
of those misfortunes, which if they have

not immediately contributed to, have un-

doubtedly rendered my situation much more

unpleasant, yet a consciousness that reli-

gion and morality have been the handmaids

of my actions, enables me to endure with

patient fortitude so dreadful a reverse of

fortune."

" I freely acknowledge the rectitude of

those principles," replied Agnes ;
'' but al-

though I at present pride myself upon the

possession of a strength of mind much su-

perior to the situation in which fortune

has placed me, and my heart tells me that

nothing could force me to a dereliction

from the duty which I owe to my parents^

yet history, and indeed daily experience,

shews how weak the firmest resolutions

prove, when opposed to the seducing pro-

spect of glittering ambition.*'

'' The



THE BLACK BANNER. 153

'' The very doubts/' rejoined Adeline,

**' which you express, are, my dear Agnes,

your surest guardians. They, by constantly

watching and attending to every action of

your life, will give you such timely notice of

the danger that threatens you, that the vic-

tory over the temptation by which you are

assailed will be easy. It is true, that instances

have, and may occur again, where a devia*

tion from this strictness, though never en-

tirely to be defended, may admit of some

palliation. Yet although this may be grant-

ed, it is no argument for the propriety of

its adoption. But the ^subject has engaged

us in a deeper controversy than, I believe,

either of us intended ; nor do I mean to

assert, that, in my own situation, was chance

to offer me the means of escaping from a

man whom I have every reason to fear, that

I would not take advantage of it; but it

must be to chance aloae that I would be

indebted, not to bribery or persuasion upon

my part, or to the treachery of those who
were employed to take the charge af me.

H 5 The
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The first I should d?spise as base, the lasit as

an act of the most consummate villainy

;

nor could I put any confidence in a man

who first endeavoured to obtain it by the

greatest breach of it.'*

*' Possessed of such a patient determina-

tion, I confess/* said Agnes, *' that I feel

some little degree of surprise, that, during

our frequent excursions, a kind of impa-

tient listlessnessseems to agitate your mind,

as if it was roving after something which

eluded its pursuit/'

'' I did not know," returned the Princess,

with a smile, '' that you was so accurate an

observer. I see I must keep my looks in

more obedience for the future ; for, as I

cannot assign any particular reason, I should

not wish my friends, for such I may truly

call the inhabitants of this Castle, to fancy

that I was in the least dissatisfied with their

kind endeavours to amuse ; and I am only

sorry that imperious duty obliges Roberto

to put himself to great trouble and incon-

venience, in his constant attendance upon

me.
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me, which I fear frequently calls him off

from concerns of more importance : but I

can assure you, my dear Agnes," continued

Adeline, with a laugh, '' that I feel my chains

sit so easy upon me at present, that no very

extraordinary caution is necessary to detain

me a prisoner.—No, Agnes," added the

Princess, in a more serious tone, ^' here

will I remain, until released by the exertions

of my family, or the remorse of Albert

;

for even was my escape possible, the thought

that your benevolent father, even though

innocent, mis^ht be suspected of conniving,

if not assisting at it, and consequently suf-

fer under the exasperated power of his

chief, would render liberty itself a curse,

instead of a blessing."

With an attention bordering upon ad-

miration, Roberto listened to the generous

and noble sentiments expressed by Adeline.

He was sensible that they were the genuine

effusions of her mind, uttered by the im-

pulse of the moment, as it was impossible

that she could know that he was an unob-

H 6 served
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served auditor. With the utmost silence

he retreated from his place of concealment,

firmly resolved to put that confidence in

the Princess which the rectitude of her

ideas seemed to demand. For some time

he wavered whether or not he should tacitly

permit this liberty, or^ requesting an au-

dience, should offer it, as a merited tribute,

to the sense he entertained of those honour-

able principles which actuated every mo-

ment of her existence. If he pursued the

latter plan, he was fearful lest she might

suspect him of the meanness ofbeing inten-

tionally a secret witness of her private con-

versations with Agnes ; and if he adopted

the first idea, he might lose what little merit

was attached to his generosity, as the Prin-

cess would not probably perceive the in-

~ dulgence he wished she would avail herself

€>f; or, if she did, might hesitate to enjoy

it. After maturely canvassing the subject,

Roberto determined, as his conscience

freely acquitted him of an intention of in-

truding upon her privacy, so as to overhear

4 her
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her discourse, personally lO offer the Prin-

cess the uncontroiiled liberty of the Castle

domains.

The morning subsequent to the conver-

sation with Agnes, as the Princess sat rumi-

nating upon the dreary prospects which

awaited her, she was aroused from her re-

verie by a message from Roberto, request-

ing, when most convenient, an audience.

Although rather surprised, having lately

had a conversation of some length with

him, she immediately signified an acquies-

cence. During the intervening time, her

mind floated in uncertainty as to the pur-

port of his visit ; nor was it free from

anxiety, as she concluded, from the sudden-

ness of the request, that he had at last re-

ceived some orders from Albert, which he

thought it his duty to communicate as soon

as possible. That noble pride, which had

been her support through all her misfor-

tunes, did not foi'sake her upon this occa-

sion ; and she prepared herself to receive

the intelligence, of whatsoever nature it

might
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might be, with dignity and resolution. The

entrance, however, of Roberto dissipated

her fears, as his countenance wore no marks

that could indicate his being the bearer of

any intelligence that could tend to distress

her. Requesting him to be seated, a dis^

tinction which she always insisted upon,

she asked whether he came to announce

any intelligence respecting his chief; adding,,

" Whatever he may decree, he will find that

a branch of the family of De Mountfort,

though a female, will not disgrace, by an

ill-timed timidity, the race from whence

she springs ; nor shall Albert triumph over

the Princess of Clagenfurth but in death.

Let not, then, Roberto, a fals^ delicacy pre-

vent your delivering any orders, however

harsh, that your chief commands. Well I

knovr, that if unjust, though your lips

may express them, your heart revolts at

the necessity of enforcing them. From

ji\e, so much am I indebted to your gene-

rosity, you shall receive no difficulty in

their execution, confident that you will

endeavour
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endeavour to ameliorate, rather than em-

bitter my destiny/'

Roberto perceiving that the mind of

Adeline was so prepossessed that he was the
"

bearer of unpleasant news from Albert,

would have interrupted her during her

address to him • but the solemn and ener-

getic manner in which she expressed herself

prevented an interruption. Seizing, how-

ever, the first moment of a pause, he assured

her, that she had entirely mistaken his mo-

tive for requesting an audience. " Indeed,"

Madame, continued he, ^"^
it surprises me

much that no intelligence should have ar-

rived, either from Albert or Martuccio ;

and I must confess that I dread some fatal

accident has happened to the former; for

although he is, unjustly, your persecutor,

still he is one to whom I owe every duty,

not only as my chief, but as a man, as to

him I am indebted for my life, even at the

imminent danger of his own. With such

ties, your generous mind will readily ac-

knowledge that he claims my utmost regard,

and
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and I own my fears for his welfare cause me
many uneasy moments; but, though attach-

ed to my chief, still I respect the cause of

virtue, and it was to prove the sincerity of

the opinion in which I hold that of the

Princess of Clagenfurth, that I have now

intruded upon her privacy/*

Roberto paused, as if irresolute in wha^t

manner be should proceed. This did not

escape the notice of the Princess, who^

though at a loss to guess the tenor of such

a conversation, remarked^ *' that during her

residence in the Castle, since it had been

under his command, she had received so

many pointed marks of attention, both from

himself and his whole family, that confine-

ment was scarcely more than nominal ; nor

should she ever forget the endeavours of

all to render her every convemence which

their duty would admit of.'^

'* Pardon me, Madame,'* replied Roberto,

*' if a too conscientious discharge of that

duty has hitherto prevented my paying that

homage to honour which is so conspicuous

a cha-
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a chnracter in the Princess of CLigenfnrth.

Th€ ftnrs of my ehbf^ m\ is I rather suJipect,

of his minion, Martuccio, suggestad the

order, tl>at notwithstanding the apparent

liberty which was to be granted you, a con-

stant spy should be placed upon all your

actions. While Martuccio remained here,

the order was obeyed with the utmost ri-

gour, though, I believe, unperceived by

you ; since his departure, although it has

not been entirely omitted, still it has been

relaxed in a considerable degree. The idea

has always been irksome to me, and the

fear lest you should perceive the unge-

nerous artifice, and thereby justly suspect

the integrity of those whose earnest wish

was to serve you, determined me to acquaint

you with the fact, and at the same time to

announce, that from this instant, you may
consider yourself as the free and un^-on-

trouled mistress of your actions, giving me
your word, that you will not endeavour

voluntarily to escape from hence without

my knowledge."

If
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If Adeline was surprised at the beginning

of this addresSj how much more was she at

its conclusion ! For although the mind of

the Princes^i was naturally endowed with

every noble sentiment that could adorn

human natur -, yet born and educated in

the highest seminary of aristocracy, she had

been early taught that true nobility of soul

was inherent only in those of a higher sta-

tion ,* while such whom fate ordained should

be born of a race deemed inferior were

scarcely allowed the possession of sense,

more than was sufficient to understand the

duties of obedience. It is true, her generous

mind revolted at the thought; yet^ as im-

pressions imbibed at the period when the

rays of reason first illumine the under-

standing are not easily to be eradicated;,

even by experience, it would sometimes

revert to the original system it had formed ;

and, unfortunately^ she had so often found

that idea to be founded in justice^ as to

stagger, if not totally silence, the more li-

beral sentiments which she wished to cul-

tivate.
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tivate. Pkased that in Roberto §he beheld

the rafutation of a system so invidious to

the rights of human nature, a satisfaction

which she could not conceal illumined the

countenance of Adeline; and with a grace

peculiar to herself, she thanked him for the

flattering testimony which he had paid to

her integrity, and most readily gave him

the requested assurance.

Mutually pleased with each other, Ro-

berto took his leave ; and although the

Princess had scarcely experienced a depri-

vation of liberty, still she felt an innate

satisfaction at the confidence placed in her,

a confidence which she was fully determined

never to forfeit.

A few days subsequent to this event, the

Princess, who had never extended her walk

to the northern extremity of the Castle,

almost imperceptibly found herself at an

angle, from whence a path appeared to

meander round that part of the extensive

domains. It was evidently disused, at least

it was not subject to any frequent intrusion,

9&
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as the branches of trees, lir^tirkfilly spread-'

mg across it in various Wild directions^

seemed almost to forbid any attempt of

penetrating its recess. This part had been

considered so well secured by nature, ai»

to render sentinels unnecessary, so that

it had been apparently deserted for many

years. The scene arovrnd bordered upon

that terrific beauty which so frequently

strikes the admiring traveller, while passing

. the Alpine mountains, with rapture inter-

mixed with horror. Rocks, frowning de-

struction upon the prostrate vale beneath,

towered with majestic f^andeur in height^

inaccessible to all, except the wild chamois^

or adventurous goat, that seemed fear-

lessly to bound over their craggy surfaces,

unconscious of the dangei^s which their

intrepidity often provoked. One instance

of this kind arrested the attention of Ade-

line, while gazing on the scene before

her. Casting her eyes from the wide ex-

panse of ocean, by which the Castle was

bordered upon this side, to the rocks which

curbed
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curbed the fury of its waves, she beheld a

solitary goat browzing upon the extremity

of one of the projections which extended

over the water, and seemed as if it formed

the canopy of a cavern beneath it. The

mind of the Princess instinctivelyshuddered

at the view, and ere it could recover its

first impression, the fragile substance slip-

ped from beneath the i'eet of the adven-

turous animal, and he fell, bounding from

rock to rock, until the friendly waves af-

forded the wished for period of its exist-

ence. A shriek involuntarily escaped from

the lips of the Princess. Itseemed repeated;

and terror for an instant obtaining an as-

cendancy over her resolution, she hastily

retreated from the spot. A moment's re-

flection, however, convinced her of the

weakness which she had given way to, as

her better reason suggested that the re peti-

tion of the shriek was merely the echo of

her own voice, which reverberatina: througrh

the hollows of the surrounding precipices,

had caused the involuntary sound. Thus

convinced, she determined to return to the

place
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place from which she had so hastily re-

treated. Impelled by an irresistible curiosity

to examine the northern parts of the Castle,

she had frequently hinted to Agnes her

wish to wander through the whole extent

of buildings; but as she perceived that

the proposition was constantly evaded, she

declined pressing it. The discovery which

she had now made, however, prompted her

to attempt an entrance into that part from

the outside, not doubting but that she

should find some spot from which she could

easily obtain her wish ; nor did she hesitate

to gratify her curiosity from any false deli-

cacy towards Roberto or his family, as she

naturally concluded, that if any peculiar

reasons existed why that part of the pre-

mises should be kept sacred from intrusion,

the former would have pointedly mention-

ed it, when he so generously extended her

the liberty of ranging over the whole do-

fnains. Fear for her personal safety never

entered her ideas, as, during her whole rc^-

sidence, and the various excursions which

she had made round the premises, she had

never
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Tiever encountered any human being except

those upon duty at the Castle, and these

she now considered as her protectors, rather

than as objects of terror.

The sun had just reached the meridian ;

and it being the height of summer, she

doubted not of concluding her purposed

examination lono- before its lessenino: beams

gave warning of the approach of night. It

was with the utmost difficulty that she pe-

netrated the path which she had first disco-

vered. Perseverance, however, at length

accomplished her wishes; and she found

herself beneath one of the turrets that ori-

ginally constituted part of the defences

against the attack of an enemy. Although

it had been long neglected> it still main-

tained a formidable appearance ; neither

could the Princess perceive any opening

by which she could penetrate the interior.

However, as she had ventured so far, she de-

termined not to abandon her object without

a more careful examination.

While Adeline thus found her way

through
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through obstacles which^ with all her per-

severance, she could with difficulty over-

come, fatigue obliged her sometimes to

pause from those exertions requisite on

such an occasion. During one of these

relaxations, it suddenly occurred to her

recollection, that, some time before, when

a general conversation, relative to the Cas-

tle and its appendages, took place, Roberto

had mentioned a circumstance, the reality

of which was at the time universally be-

lieved by the neighbouring peasantry, none

of whom could be induced, for a length of

time, to approach the northern scite of

the building ; and, indeed, many were of

opinion, that this report was the sole

reason why the Castle had been so long

neglected and abandoned by its chief, es-

pecially as it was in every respect so well

calculated for the residence of a powerful

baron, who wished to keep the surrounding

country in awe. This circumstance, trivial

as it appeared to the Princess at the time

of its relation, who treated it merely as the

effect

I
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effect of superstition, now crossed lier

ideas; and while contemplating the scene

around her, so arrested her attention, as

even to cause some impression upon a

mind hitherto unassailable to feminine

weakness. The more she gazed upon the

vast expanse of building that opened itself

to her view, the more she felt her courage

decrease ; and she hesitated whether or not

she should venture to proceed, or, by ve*

turning to the inhabited part of the Castle,

i«forni Roberto of her wishes, and request

his attendance.

While wavering in this state of irresolu-

tion, she happened to cast her eyes upon a

part of the building which projected a con-

siderable degree forvvarder than the re-

mainder of the walls. A window, of a .'.ize

superior to the others, seemed to announce

that it appertained to the principal room

belonging to that quarter of the Castle, and

she thought, that by advancing to an emi-

nence, at no great distance from the spot

where she then was, and to attain which

VOL. Ill, 1 appeared
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appeared a labour of no great difficulty,

she should be able to catch some view of

the interior. Impelled, therefore, by the

prospect of obtaining some gratification of

her cnriositv, the timiditv bv which her

mind had been temporally assailed, instantly

vanished.

The difficulty, however, which she ex-

perienced in reaching the intended spot of

observation, was far greater than she had

imagined, as the intervening ground was

so totally covered with thick underwood,

interwoven with the high grass, as to ren-

der the approach to it almost impervious.

Neither was she aware of the dangers by

which, in other respects, she was surround-

ed, every step that she advanced out of the

beaten tract. Several deep pits, concealed

by the long grass and wide-spreading briars,

threatened inevitable destruction, not only

by the chance of falling into them, but also

that they were the retreat of a venomous

race of serpents, which infested that quar-

ter. Happily for the Princess, she was,

ignorantj



THi^ BLACK BANNER. 171

ignorant of these tremendous objects of

destruction, and Fortune paid a just tribcite

to her virtue, by conducting her in safety

through them. The sun, as if to gratify

her curiosity, shone directly upon her win-

dow, which was nearly upon a level vvith

the place she had chosen ; and so favour-

ably disposed wxre its beams, that they

illumined the greatest part of the extensive

apartment, at least sufticiently so as to en-

able her to distinguish various objects

within it. The room itself appeared large,

and was fitted up in the ancient style of

feudal magnificence. Various banners, de-

noting both the honours and achievements

of its original and present possessors, or-

namented the walls, while statues cased in

complete armour gave to the tout ensemble

a terrific grandeur.

^ This apartment evidently appeared to be

the same in which the feudal chieftain was

accustomed to entertain his guests, or the

vassals of his domains, upon those solemn

days which custom devoted to festivity and

I 2 the
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the amusements of the tournament ; as in

the centre stood an immense table, seem-

ingly composed of solid oak, and capable

of accommodating a numerous train of vi-

sitors. This was no inconsiderable orna-

ment, as it gave a relief to the vacancy

which otherwise, from the size, the eye

ivould naturally have encountered. All,

however, was now dreary and solitary ; no

luscious viands graced the festive board,

nor did the household minstrel, proud of

his official duties, sweep the trembling

strings, raising and depressing, like Timo-

theus of old, the passions of his auditors at

will.

While the Princess silently contempla-

ted these neglected remains of feudal

power, she insensibly sunk into a medita-

tion, which recalled, with poignant force,

her own fallen state ; and her imagination,

taking flight into the wilder regions of

fancy, almost depictured her late beloved

husband seated upon the throne, raised con-

spicuous above the rest, while his joyous

friends
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friends circulated the sparkling glass^ and

seemed to endeavour to excite around

them mirth and hilarity.

As the Princess thus indulged in this air-

built reverie, her attention was suddenly

recalled to her present situation, by objects

which at first struck her with terror and

dismay. Her eye, although employed in

contemplating vacancy, had been fixed

upon the upper end of the apartment, when

two figures, which seemed to emerge from

a door that the distance had concealed from

her observation, appeared. As they ad-

vanced towards the table, their forms be-

came more distinct; and although at the

first moment the supernatural account

which she had previously heard rushed

upon her memory, the next amply con-

vinced her that the present intruders upon

the northern apartments were human be-

ings. In her situation, however, these were

more to be dreaded than supernatural ob-

jects; from such, even of a malignant order,

her constant practice of every virtue was a

I 3 sufficient
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sufficient protection. But although the

mind of the Princess was^ as hns been ob-

served, free from common superstition, she

\yas nevertheless sensible that an all-power-

ful Providence might sometimes, for the

wisest purposes, permit a communication

between the souls of the departed and the

living ; but a converse with such, her con-

science told her, would strengthen, rather

than weaken her mind. Fortunate indeed

would she have thought herself, could she

have been persuaded that the objects Vvhich

she beheld were of that description ; but

this, both their manners and gestures suffi-

ciently contradicted. They appeared com-

pletely armed, and it was evident that one

was much superior in age to the other.

They were engaged in an apparently in-

terestins: conversation, which seemed so

completely lo occupy their attention as to

prevent their paying a regard to any thing

else; but as they approached nearer the

window, it immicdiately occurred to Ade-

line, that the same means which gave her

so
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SO complete a view of their actions, would

infallibly betray her to them. Alarmed at

this idea, she was hastily retreating, when

she perceived that, by seating herself upon

the ground, the underwood, by which she

was surrounded, was of a height sufficient

to prevent their observing her, though not

so high as to have the effect of screening

them from her observation. Accordingly

she eagerly caught at this temporary asy-

lum, which she hailed as a preservation

from destruction, or perhaps from falling

into hands her very nature revolted at ; for

she judged, and with some justice, that had

she ventured to retrace her steps, they

might, upon advancing nearer to the win-

dow, have perceived her flight, and inter-

cepted her return to that part of the Castle

w^hich alone she had hitherto considered as

inhabited ; for she had little doubt but that

a secret communication with the exterior

was well known to them.

Secure as she conceived herself from

their lobservation, she employed her time

I 4 in
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in scrutinizing their actions, and her heart

intuitively shrunk within her, whenever

their looks seemed painted towards her

chosen asylum. When her thoughts became

more composed^ she at first concluded that

they belonged to a society of banditti^ who

had chosen that retired and deserted spot

as one of their occasional places of rendez-

vous ; but then, the nobility and frankness

of countenance so conspicuous in both,

made her hesitate in her conjectures; and

so absorbed was she in torturing her imagi-

nation respecting them^ that she did not at

first perceive they had taken their station

in the window, and seemed looking with

deep attention towards the spot where she

was concealed. This circumstance renewed

the terror which a confidence in the secu-

rity of her retreat had considerably abated.

While they remained in their present situ-

ation, it was almost impossible for her to

move without a discovery ; and she therefore

determined to lie concealed, until, by their

absence from the window, she could regain

the
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the tract by which she had entered this hi-

therto untrodden wilderness. They still con-

tinued in the same deep and interesting con-

versation, at least as well as could bej udged by

their actions, which were impressive, and in-

dicated the meditation of important business.

While Adeline thus attentively watched

the motions of these unknown neighbours,

and awaited with the utmost anxiety the

OiQment when she could escape from her

unpleasant situation, she fiincied that she

heard herself called from a distance ; it now

first occurred to her, that from the length

of time which she had been absent, the fa-

mily might have been uneasy concerning

her, and she almost shuddered when her

imagination, fertile in tormenting her, sug-

gested that the noble-minded Roberto

might harbour a suspicion that she had made

an ungenerous use of his confidence. She

listened attentively ; and in the anxiety of

ascertaining the reality of the sound which

she had heard, forgetting her desire of con-

cealment; she bent forward, in order to

I ^ catch
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catch the voice more correctly^ if repeated.

By this manoeuvre she became exposed to

the view of the mysterious strangers ; and

although the forgetfulness of Adeline was

momentary, she at the same instant beheld

them gazing at her with the utmost atten-

tion, until suddenly, as if impelled by some

rapidly-formed thought, they retired in the

greatest haste from the window, and were

soon concealed from all further observa-

tion. This manoeuvre, although it released

the Princess from her unpleasant situation,

created her new alarms; she immediately

conjectured that their sudden retreat was

occasioned by some determination which

they had formed respecting her, as it was

evident she had been seen bv them. Aoain

she heard her name repeated, but in a

voice which banished her apprehensions,

as it was the voice of friendship—of Agnes.

Joyfully she hailed the well-known sound,

and heedless of opposing obstacles, she ran

with the utmost rapidity along the scarce-

trodden path, until regaining the inhabited

part
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part of the doinains, she beheld her bene-

volent friend, whose anxiety, in not findinf]^

her in those walks which she had been ac-

customed to take, had almost risen into a

dread lest some unforeseen accident had

happened to her. The joy of Agnes at the

sight of the Princess was unfeigned ; it re-

ceived, however, a considerable check on

belioiding the colour almost instantly for-

sake her cheeks ; and before she could in-

quire ini-o the cause of her agitation, the

exhausted Adeline had sunk insensible upon

her bosom. Fortunately the mind of her

amiable supporter, though tenderly alive

to every finer feeling, was not tinctured

with that excessive sensibility which shrinks

from unexpected danger; but unacquainted

with the cause, although her terrified ap-

pearance was a convincing proof that it

was occasioned by some extraordinary oc-

currence^ sh^ was at some loss in what

manner to act. The distance to the en-

trance of the Castle precluded the possibi-

lity of her conveying her thither while in

1

6

that
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that inanimate state; and she dreaded to

leave her while she sought for assistance,

lesf, on a return of her senses during her

absence, the terror at finding herself thus

fipparently deserted might be heightened to

so great a degree as to occasion a relapse,

which might prove too powerful for a

frame already much weakened by agitation.

Of the nature of her alarm she entertained

not the most distant idea, neither had she

any conception that the Princess had wan-

dered so far beyond the usual extent of

their walk, as she did not discover her until

she had left the angle, behind which the

path leading round the northern part of

the Castle commenced at a considerable

distance. Notwithstanding the application

of water, which was fortunately near at

hand, and the only immediate remedy that

presented itself, the Princess continued in

a state of insensibility so long, that had not

a slight pulsation indicated the existence

of the vital spark, she might, to a casual

observer, have been deemed a lifeless

4~ corpse.



THE black: banner. 181

corpse. Agnes felt seriously alarmed^ and

had just come to a determination to repose

her inanimate burthen upon the bank, and

hasten to the Castle for assistance, vvhea

chance led Roberto near to the spot. The

cry of his daughter soon brought him to

her assistance, and with the utmost anxiety

he inquired into the cause of the Princess's

illness. To this question Agnes could not

give a satisfactory answer ; she related,

however, the occurrence as it happened.

Roberto listened in silence, without making

any comments upon the occasion ; only

observing, that he made no doubt but that

upon her recovery, the Princess would sa-

tisfy the anxiety of her friends. Immedi-

ately on his arrival, Roberto had eased his

daughter of the weight which she had so

long sustained, and under which she had

nearly sunk, when so fortunately relieved.

At length a deep-fetched sigh seemed to

indicate returning animation ; and the de-

lighted Agnes eagerly watched for the mo-
ment when she should be recognized by

her
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her beloved mistress. With a convulsive

struggle Adeline once more opened her

eyes ; there appeared, however, a wildness

in them, which both shocked and terrified

her benevolent friends; but however ago-

nizing their first sensations were, they were

conbiderabiy heightened when the object

of their solicitude, gazing around her, and

finding herself supported in the arms of a

man, gave a piercing shriek, and suddenly

disengaging herself from Roberto, fled with

incredible rapidity towards the Castle.

This sudden exertion, however, was but of

short duration, as long ere she could reach

the wished-for asylum, she sunk exhnusled

to the earth. Agnes and Roberto, amazed

and terrified at an occurrence so totally un-

expected, hastened with all expedition after

the hapless fugitive, though they could

not overtake her in time to prevent her

f:>l!. The ]a,tter kindly attempted to assist

Agnes to raise her, but his generous heart

was struck with the utmost hcrror, when he

found his endeavours occasioned a repeti-

tion
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tion of those heart-rending shrieks which

had before so terrified him, attended with

a violent struggle to disengage herself

from them. This exertion, however, once

more gave way to exhausted nature, and

Adeline again sunk into a state of insensi-

bility.

The afflicted friends seized this opportu-

nity of conveying her to her apartments, a

measure attended with no further trouble.

Madalen was immediately summoned to

their assistance ; but her deathlike swoon

for a long time withstood all the slimula-

tives that were liberally applied. At length

they succeeded in restoring animation, but

alas ! it was unaccompanied with reason.

A violent delirium succeeded^ which the

united skill of Roberto and Madalen found

it impossible to subdue, notwithstanding

the former was no mean proficient in the

science of medicine,, it being frequently

the custom in those days, as before ob-

served, for the head valet^ or esquire of a

knight,
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knight, to practise, not only the art of sur-

gery, but that of pharmacy in general.

As the information of Agnes, relative to

the first commencement of the illness by

which the Princess was attacked, though

vague and unconnected, was attended by

some circumstances which struck Roberto

as proceeding from more than a common
cause, and as her constant illness since had

precluded all possibility of information by

which he might obtain any insight into it_,

he gave particular orders, both to Agnes

and to Madalen, to be very attentive to the

general tenor of her discourse in the pa-

roxysms of delirium, as, from her preceding

conduct, and mere particularly from the

extreme horror which she seemed to ex-

perience when, on her recovery from her

first swoon, she found herself in the arms

of a man, he made no doubt but that her

illness was occasioned by something more

important than what it was first attributed

to, the being overcome with intense heat.

He
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He was urged to this conduct by the most

pnidant motives, and as he had frequently

heard, and indeed had experienced, that

people, though in the strongest stages of

delirium, sometimes adverted to the real

cause which had made so great an impres-

sion upon their mind^, he trusted that he

should procure a clue by which he might

be enabled to trace the origin of her ma-

lady.

The high esteem in which Robno held

the PrincCsSs would have prevented his at-

tempting to have obtained the knowledge

he wished, in such an apparent clandestine

manner, being perfectly convinced, that if

she had discovered any thing which she

supposed was unknown to him, and which

might be productive of any serious incon-

venience, her generosity would have readily

disclosed it, had not a dereliction of reason

prevented the communication. Circum-

stanced, however, as she was, that was im-

possible; and should any secret danger exist,

it conseqiienrly might burst over their heads

at
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iM the very moment when they thought

themselves most secure, It was not long

before Roberto reaped^ in a small degree,

the fruits of his precaution ; the allusions

of the Princess to the scene which she had

beheld in the northern apartments, were

frequent, but mysterious; and although it

\vtts evident thrt her fright was occasioned

by some transa'tion connected with that

part of the Castle, yet the information was

so vague as not to afford any just idea of

the real fact.

It has been already noticed, that the part

of the Castle alluded to had been for years

neglected. The only known comraunica-

tion from the interior, which was protected

by immense iron bolts of a peculiar con-

struction, had %ever been opened during

the memory of the oldest inhabitant of the

domains; and from some traditionary tales

concerning it, which were rendered more

important by the circumstance of its being

thus deserted, superstition had accumulated

unheard-of horrors within its desolated

chambers ;



THE BLACK BANNER. IS7

chambers; neither could the greatest re-

wards have persuaded any one of the

neighbourhood to have ventured within the

terrific premises. This dread of the inte-

rior, in process of time, extended even to

the walks which adorned the outside, which,

most probably, the majestic wildness and

grandeur that particularly di-itinguished

them served to enhance. Rocks, piled by

the hand of Nature upon rocks, disclosed

their yawning cavities beneath, wbile their

summits, crowned with groves of cyr- ess

and pines, proudly bade defiance to the

threatening tempests. The dire effects of

superstitious prejudice had caused that neg-

lect which reigned paramount through this

quarter of the extensive domains; and

those odoriferous shrubs which, originally

trained in artificial elegance, afforded a

pleasing shade to the entrance of these ca-

vities, adorned with the choicest specimens

of natural productions, had, for years past,

been suffered to riot in such luxurious ex-

uberance, as to cause an interruption to

the
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the paths which they were planted to adorm

Restrained by ideal objects of terror, no

one, for many years^ had been known to

have entered this wilderness; and so pre-

valent indeed was the dread entertained of

this part, that even Roberto had never at-

tempted to penetrate its recesses. From

the expressions, however, that occasionally

escaped the lips of the Princess, it became

evident to him that, on the important day

"when she was first seized with the dreadful

malady under which she was suffering, she

had wandered into this dreadful tract ; and

as he judged she must be ignorant of the

reports so generally circulated, as since

her residence in the Castle, it had never

been made the subject of conversation, he

concluded that the circumstance, whatso-

ever it might be, that had made so extra-

ordinary an impression upon a mind pecu-

liarly gifted with resolution, did not origi-

nate in superstitious fancy, but in reality.

The recovery of the Princess now be-

came an object of the highest iciportance;

Roberto
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Roberto had exhausted every source of his

own medical knowledoe, without obtaiiiino:

the wished-for elFect ; he determined, therc-

fore^ to call to his assistance the Father St. Eu-

stace, a monk belonging to a neighbouring

monastery, whose great skill had long been

the theme of every tongue, not only in the

neighbourhood^ but throughout the whole

province. Yet, notwithstanding the urgent

necessity which imperiously demanded his

forminfx such a determination, he was con-

scious that it required the utmost caution.

From the nature of the service with which

he had been entrusted by his chief, he

dared not disclose to St. Eustace the name

or rank of the invalid, and he dreaded lest

his penetrating mind should discover the

real nature of her situation ; for so univer-

sally was his character known as the cham-

pion of the oppressed, that he made no

doubt but that, if he found her detained

against her wmII, he would use his extensive

influence, in order to restore the injured

Princess to the society of her friends.

The
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The mind of Roberto shuddered at dlssi-

mnlafion, yet he knew no way by which

he could maintain his fidelity to his liege

Lord, except by having recourse to a fa-

bricated, yet plausible tale. Thus urged

by fancied necessity, he gave the requisite

instructions to the difierent menials, and

more particularly to Madalen and Agnes,

relative to their conduct to St. Eustace;

and having, as he trusted, guarded against

detection, he hastened in person to the

monastery, to request the attendance of

the monk at the Castle. St. Eustace, whose

principal happiness consisted in the per-

formance of those duties which rendered

him an ornament to human nature, was no

sooner made acquainted with the emergency

of the case, than he hastened to accom-

pany Roberto. Intense study, accompanied

by numerous experiments, had disclosed

to him the long-concealed virtues of the

botanical world, while, by his judicious ap-

plication of his medicines, he had nearly

rendered many of them specifics in parti-

cular



THE BLACK BANNER. 191

ciilar cases; and from ihe success which

generally attended his prescriptions, he was

almost deemed infallible. During their

journey to (he Castle, he made the mo.st

minute and pointed inquiries as to the ori-

gin and progress of the complaint; but, to

the great relief of Roberto, expressed no

curiosity in respect to the friends or con-

nexions of his patient. Upon his arrival,

he was immediately introduced into the

apartment of the invalid ; and was sur-

prised, but happy to find that a consider-

able change must have taken place since

Roberto had left the Castle, as she appeared

in a sound and calm sleep, which Agnes,

who had not left her bedside for some

hours previous to his arrival, informed him

she had sunk into, after taking the last me-

dicine which had been administered "to her.

' This circumstance, joined to a perceptible

moisture upon the skin, was a certain indi-

cation that the crisis of the disorder was

past ; and St. Eustace pronounced, to the

extreme joy of the whole family, that she

would



102 THE BLACK BANNER.

would awake restored to her senses. A
short time justified his assertion ; Adeline

opened her eyes, but although they were

not entirely divested of wildness, yet her

senses were sufficiently clear to recognize

the kind and aiTectionate friends by whom
she was attended. She attempted to ad-

dress Agnes, who could scarcely restrain

her joy within proper bounds; but the in-

terference of St. Eustace prevented all con-

versation, as he peremptorily commanded

that the invalid should be kept perfectly

quiet, and that no one should as yet revert

to any subject that might tend to bring

past events to her recollection. But al-

though the Princess VN-as thus deprived of

nttering her thanks to her kliKl friends, yet

the expression of her countenance was an

ample indication of her sentiments. St.

Eustace, perceiving that his assistance might

be dispensed with, as time and care only

were necessary to complete that convales-

cence so fortunately began, returned to

his monastery, to the great relief and satis-

faction
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faction of Roberto, who felt his mind eased

of a weighty load; though, at the same

time, he was surprised at the want of curio-

sity in the monk, especially as he at times

fancied that he looked at the invalid with a

more than common a-tention.

Although, in the presence of his family,

. Roberto appeared as usual, yet h's mind

wa3 far from being at ease respecting the

northern apartments, and he determined,

if possible, to investigate the mvsfer'^ ?.]-

though with the utmost secrecy, as he

neither wished to revive old reports, or to

alarm his family unnecessarily. As a pre-

vious step, however, he rerolvcd to examine

the outside v/alls, and as this was a business

which was merely consistent with his ordi-

Kaiy duty, he took with him one of the

most intelligent of the menials, in whom,

if necessary, he knew he could place a per-

fect confidence. To his astonishment, but

innate satisfaction, every part Vv'as secure;

neither did it appear possible for the art

of man lo obtain an entrance. To cross

VOL, in. ^ K the



.194 THE SLACK BANNEl?.

the moat was equally impossible^, and as he

had never neglected attending the draw-

bridge when it was necessary to be let

down^ and constantly saw it well secured

again, he felt assured that the Castle con-

tained no one but its accustomed inhabi-

tants. Still, when he recalled to mind the

fervid, but unconnected expressions uttered

by the Princess, his mind was bewildered

in a chaos of uncertainty ; and he became

more anxious than ever for the perfect

convalescence of the fair invalid.

The recovery of Adeline was gradual, but

tedious; she frequently reflected upon the

discovery which she had accidentally made,

and felt herself interested by a more than

common curiosity. So strong indeed was|

the impression made by the younger stran-

ger, that he became the companion both

of her waking and sleeping thoughts; and

her restless imagination whispered that

such might have been the form of her

long-lost Rodolphus, had fate permitted

his existence. So long a period, however,

had
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bad elapsed since the smallest intelligence

had been received either of the infant or

his preservers, that hope was become ex-

tinct; and she gave way to the idea^ thaf^

notwithstanding his solemn assertions to th:;

contrary, Albert had discovered his chosen

retreat, and had taken sufficient precautions

to prevent any future claims to the princi-

pality of Clagenfurth.

As soon as the Princess was able, she be-

gan to resume her walks with Agnes, though

to a very limited extent. Returning one

afternoon from the gardens, where she had

indulged herself more than usual, she found

herself fatigued^ and dismissing her atten-

tive companion, retired into her apart-

ment, in ord^r to recruit her exhausted

spirits, by endeavouring to take some re-

pose. Sunk upon the downy couch, the

refreshing deity soon extended its benefi-

cent influence, and she sunk into an appa-

rent forgetfulness of all her earthly sorrows.

Scarcely, however, had memory yielded to

the soothing pleasures of oblivion, ere a

K 2 thousand
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thousand phantasies, flitting in fantastic

shapes before her eyes, disturbed that calm-

ness of repose which she so vainly hoped

to have experienced, At one time, scenes

of earlier years seemed to pass in visionary

shades, which on a sudden were supplanted

by mystic emblems of unknown futurity.

Armed as when he was accL;storiied to

lead his brave retainers against those who

braved his resentment, the late Prince of

Clagenfurth seemed to stand before her;

but although his eye beamed with that re-

fulgence which, whilst it animated his fol-

lowers to victory, struck terror into his

opponents, a soft melancholy was diffused

over his countenance, as, fixing his pene-

trating looks upon the Princess, he pointed

to a spot where a warrior, of whose features

she hada faint, but confused rerollcctionj

was instructing a youth in those warlike

exercises which in that age constituted the

principal part of the education allotted to

the offspring of nobility; while the latter,

glowing with juvenile ardour, seemed ea-

ger.

I
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ger, not merely to perform his allotted ex-

ercises, but even to anticipate the wishes

of bis instructor. Actuated by the ge^

nuiiie impulse of maternal affection, shj>

attempted to rush to his embrace, wheel

suddenly a deep abyss opened beneath her

feet, and prevented her nearer approach.

From the wide-yawning gulph the terrific

form of the usurper Albert appeared, bran-

dishing in his hand a deadly dagger, which

he pointed at the bosom of the blooming

vouih. while his attendini>: satellites. seiziuiT

the unresisting victim, hurried him fror?i

his faithful guardian, heedless of the cries

and entreaties of the agonized parent. At

this moment tremendous peals of thunder

seemed to threaten vengeance upon the

daring aggressor, who, careless of the aw-

ful denunciation, fearlessly pronounced the

doom of certain destruction upon those

who dared to disobey the mandates of his

unrestrained fury. From this terrific scene,

where Jlic mind of (he Princess seemed

agitated even beyond the comm.on suffer-

k3 ings



WS THE BLACK [Ranker.

ings of humanity, she was released by the

flight of that repose which she had sought,

in the hope of obtaining a sweet oblivion

of her cares; but she awoke restless and

unrefreshed ; and so deep, was the impres-

sion which the dream made upon her mind,

that it was in vain she endeavoured to treat

it as the simple effect of a distempered

imagination, rendered, by a long confine-

ment, liable to receive any impression^

however contrary to reason and judgment.

The appearance also in the northern apart-

ments seemed to affix a more than common
interest to this awful visitation, and filled

her mind with a redoubled share of in-

quietude. Could it be possible, she men-

tally inquired, that the forms which she

had beheld in the deserted apartments were

those of the long-lost Rodolphus and his

generous preserver ? It appeared strange

that they should choose the Caslle of their

greatest enemy, one who had pursued them

with the most malignant intentiv. ns, for

their place of security. Thought succeeded

thought^
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thought, and each new sentiment served

only to set the former one at variance^ and

to plunge her into greater perplexity. The

consideration, that although Albert was the

professed enemy of the poor fugitives^ yet

as years had elapsed since the Castle had

been entirely deserted by him^ the sagacity

of Seckendorf might deem it the safest

place ofconcealment, would, for a moment,

make the circumstance seem not so void of

probability as upon the fh'st suggestion of

such an idea it appeared ; more particularly^,

as the popular superstition most effectually

prevented any intrusion from the peasantry

of the neighbourhood, or even from the

inhabitants of the Castle themselves, ^^till,

admitting the reality, by what means could

they in the first instance have obtained ad-

mission into a place so peculiarly situated,,

and so scrupulously watched by the prying

eye of constant observation ? Here conjec-

ture was again at a loss, or floated in wild

u.ncerrainty in the tumultuous regions of

thought.

K 4 While
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While Adeline thus tormented herself by

endeavouring to account for the wandering

illusions of sleep, and to persuade herself

that a iTsore than common importance was

attached to them, a new idea suddenly oc-

cuired to her, which suggested that the

noble-minded Koberto was their secret

protector. For 'the confirmation of this

pieasino sentiment, she recalled to her me-

mory aU the kind and unexpected civilities

which she had received from him ; she

recollected also the particular uneasiness

which he seemed to feel during the time

that Martuccio, by the express orders of

Albert, superseded him in the supreme

command of the Castle, a.id the unequivo-

cal jov which he expressed at his departure.

This, joined to the attention paid to herself,

and more especially his late mark of confi-

dence in granting her the free liberty of the

whole domain, served to stamp the hasty-

formed idea more im/pressively upon her

mind ; and so Hir was she led astray by the

pleasing thought, that she had thus casually

discovered
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discovered her long-losr Rodolphiis, as to

indulge herself in the idea that she should

soon have an opportunity of enrolding him

in her widowed arms. Fraught with this

hope, the Princess lost sight of that equa-

nimity of mind, and that steady prudence,

^vhich had constantly been the uniform

guide of her actions; and she hastily deter-

mined to embrace the first opportunity

that offered, not ,on]v of relatin^j to Ro-

berto the events prior to her illness, but

also the subsequent dream, and the conclu-

sions which she had drawn from it.

The Princess, who rapidly regained her

former health and beauty, soon fouid an

opportunity of entering into a conversa-

tion relative to her illness. This gave great

satisfaction to Roberto, who had long stu-

died in what manner he could introduce

the subject with the delicacy which he

wislied to observe, but constanilv found

himself at a loss how to accomplish a wish

which he felt so great an interest in obtain-

ing. Animated by the sanguine expecta-

K 5 tions
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lions which she had formed, Adeline mi-

nutely described her adventure in the

northern part of the doinalns^ neither did

she omit the relation of her dream. But

"while she dwelt with peculiar interest upon

the description, she endeavoured to disco-

ver by the expression of Roberto's coun-

tenance, whether he was privy to the con-

cealment of the unknown inhabitants of the

Castle. She was disappointed in the scru-

tiny ; indeed the surprise, not unmixed

with terror, at such an unexpected, but im-

portant discovery, which Roberto displayed,

was a sufficient evidence that he had hi-

therto been in total ignorance that such near

neighbours were in existence. So great

indeed was his astonishment, and for some

time he appeared so immersed in thought,

as even to forget that he was in the pre-

sence of the Princess, until suddenly start-

ing up from the seat which at her request

he had taken, he apologized for the unin-

tentional rudeness which he had been guilty

of, and freely acknowledged the deep im-

pression which her narrative had made

upon
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upon his mind. " I esteem it, however,

(said he, addressing the Princess with the

utmost respect), a most fortunate occur-

rence that the discovery is made prior to

the arrival of Albert at the Castle, as, not-

withstanding my ignorance of such a cir-

cumstance, I should have found it no easy

matter to have allaved the suspicions of the

chief, or convinced him of my fidelity;

more particularly, as I conceive, from the

manner of \Iartuccio, that I am no favou-

rite of his, who, I doubt not, has contrived

to render himself so necessary to the Prince^

as to reign the triumphant favourite at the

court of Clagenfurth.'*

A slight emotion flushed over the coun-

tenance of Adeline at the mention of Al-

bert's arriA^al ; it passed, however, unob-

served by Roberto, who^ continuing his

observations^ added

—

'' My duty, and pro-

bably our individual safety, require that I

should, with the utmost diligence^ make a

strict search through the whole range of

apartments, which until now have been

k6 deemed
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deemed excluded from the eye cf man for

so many years. Let me, however, entreat

you to keep this discovery secret, both

from Madalen and Agnes; for, although

their long residence here in peaceful secu-

rity has lulled to rest those superstitious

terrors which upon their first arrival they

entertained, in common with the neigh-

bouring peasantry, yet the tale which you

have now related would perhaps revive

them, with equal, if not superior force, as

being authenticatCKd bv one whom they

looked up to as the pattern of human ex-

cellence. As, therefore, my intended search

will, I trust, either discover these unknown

intruders, or occasion their departure by

some private entrance as yet unknown, ?t

will be cruel to imbitter their future hap-

piness, by niaking them acquainted with

circumstances which, after an examination,

'should it prove a fruitless one, it would

neither be necessary or prudent to reveal."

With this request the Princess readily

complied; but inquired concerning the

reasons
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reasons he would of course be under the

necessity of giving::, to account for so un-

expected, and, as it might be thought by

tlie timid and superstitious, daring search.

" Will not," asked she, '* the act itself create

an alarm, particularly as you recollect that

during mv illness I frequently alluded to

the fig Ft res which I had seen in the nor-

thern apartments? and of course they will

conclude, that since the return of mv rea-

son, I have giyen such an explicit confirma-

tion of the reality of the appearances which

I saw there, as to occasion your taking this

extraordinary measure.'*

*''Madame,"rejoined Roberto, ''with hum-

ble submission to your superior judgment,.

lam of opinion it will produce the very con-

trary eflcct, as it will be to the expressions

which you uttcrcdintheheightof your fey er,

and not to the reality, that I shall attribute

my actions; alledging that it is to satisfy

them, as well as the menials of the Castle,

that the fancied appearance of human be-

ings were solely the effects of delirium, that

I make
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I make the search. Thus the purposed end

will every way be answered, as should the

examination be futile, it will Fatisfy the

inhabitants that it proceeded from frenzy

alone; or, if a discovery should be made,

we shall ever have cau^e to hless tlie hour

that induced the Princess of Clagenfurth

to penetrate the wild recesses of the ne-

glected domaijis. Yet, Madame, to you I

must confess, that mv anxiety for the search

does not proceed so much from a wish of

discovering who the strangers are, as, from

your description of them, they are not of

a class to cause much alarm, as of learning

the secret means by which they could en-

ter the Castle ; as you must be sensible of

the importance of this knowledge, not only

for our present, but future safety/'

" Is it not possible/' inquired the Prin-

cess, '' that they might scale some unfre-

quented part of the walls, which possibly

rjiay have received some injury from time,

hitherto unnoticed?"

That idea/' rejoined RobertO;, " occur-

red
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red to me some time ago, and during the

continuance of your illness, I took an op-

portunity, attended by a domestic, whose

fidelity 1 can depend upon, of examining

the whole circuit of the walls— a task which

I have never undertaken since the first time

of my appointment to the command To
my surprise, but satisfaction, the whole was

in perfect repair; neither could the inge-

nuity of man contrive to scale them without

assistance from the interior, and then only

with the greatest difficulty/'

'' I hope,'' replied Adeline, '' that your

search will be sufficiently satisfactory to

remove all appreliensions of any future

danger ; but should you succeed in the dis-

covery of strangers, I hope "

Adeline paused; an indescribable feeling

seemed to flutter round her heart, as she

recollected the form of the youngest, and

the tenor of her dream. The thought that

if these intruders should prove to be the

long-lost Rodolphus and his generous pro-

tector, she had betrayed the mysterious

secret
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secret of their retreat, and perhaps delivered

them iiito the power of their most invete-

rate enemy, caused an expression of coun-

tenance which could not escape the pene-

trating eye of Roberto ; and as she had so

incautiously mentioned the idea in which

her fancy had indidgcd, he readily guessed

the cause of her distress. For a moment

that generous man felt hurt that, after the

Gonfid€nce which he had placed in her, and

the uniform treatment which she had re-

ceived from him, she should entertain a

suspicion that he could willi-ngly inflict

upon a heart already nearly overpowered

by unmerited misfortunes, a wound of a

more cruel and deadly nature than she had

yet experienced, by betraying, if such

should prove the result of his search, her

newly- discovered son to his most inveterate

foe. But his temporary resentment soon

yielded to the native dignity of his soul,

when he redected on the natural anxiety

of maternal affection, and eager to remove

any remaining doubt, he anticipated the

tenor

t
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tenor of her intended request, by remark-

ing that he should think it the happiest

moment of his life, if, in the performance

of a diitv, which the urgency of the crrse,

and perhaps tht very security of the Castle

itself, required, he should be the happy

means of reuniting a mother to a son, whom
she had so long despaired of finding.

*' Believe me, Madame,*'continued Roberto,

'' that neither power or threats should ever

induce me to betray a secret revealed in a

manner so extraordinarv, as almost to make
it appear rather the ordination of a supe-

rior power, than the effect of mere chance.

Neither, by^ such a conceal nient, should I

esteem myself deficient to mv chief, as I

have received no orders resj)ecting Rodol-

phus; and, except by common report,

which is frequently found fallacious, I was

I

even in ignor-^nce of his existence. Long
before his birth, fortune fixed my rcsider.cc

in this Castle; and few, as 1 Jiave before

I
had occasion to observe, are the visitors to

I this sequestered spot; the transactions, of

the
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the btisy world pass therefore away iin-

knowrs and unregarded. Yef, although we
are tr.us almost entirely separated from the

great body of society, and are cut off, as it

were^ from the common intercourse of man-

kind, we experience a happiness which those-

who are more deeply engaged in worldly

pursuits can seldom attain. As our wants are

few, they are easily satisfied ; neither do the

stingsof disappointment fester in our minds,

or interrupt the harmony of the select and

social circle ; and to such as endeavour to

follow the paths of rectitude, the joys of

an approving conscience will turn the most

dreary desert to a blissful paradise. You,

Madame, may be surprised to hear these

observations from a man in whom Albert

has placed the greatest confidence, and who

confesses, that, in his younger days, virtue

"was known to him merely as a name, while

the more fascinating charms of vice en-

gaged his whole attention. I vvill not paiiL

the feeling heart of the Princess of Clagen-

furth by enumerating the scenes in which,,

spurning.
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spurning all impediments, my ^eal to gra-

tify the wishes of my chief engaged me

;

they were such as I now shudder at^ even

in idea. Such is the revolution that calm

reflection, joined to the affectionate obser-

vations of a beloved object, have caused ia

the mind and sentiments of one who had

been accustomed to turn admonition into

ridicule, and to make a jest of domesiic

happiness.**

*' I can readiFy conceive/' said the Prin-

cess, interrupting him, '' that Madalen was

the loadstone which so forcibly attracted

your attention from all other less amiable

pursuits."

'' True, Madame," rejoined Roberto,

I
'' Madalen was certainly the primary object

' of attraction
; yet I question, with all the

influence which she possessed, power iul as

it was, whether she would have succeeded

in detaching me from the vicious measures

which I was perpetually encouraged to en-

gage in, not by example alone, but some-

times by the absolute obedience which I

thought
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thought due to the commands of my chief,

had not a circumstance, "^vhieh I then con-

sidered almost as a punishment rather than

a remuneration of my services, taken place^

namely, my nomination to the command
of these domains. At first I ahnost deter-

mined upon refusing it, and on leaving

one who I thought had so inadequately re-

warded me for services, which few would

have executed with greater zeal or fidelity;

but the earnest persuasion of iViadalen,

whom I had just married, and who doubt-

less foresaw the happy effects which might

result from miy being, removed to such a

distance from the constant allurements of

temptation, at length reconciled me to the

plan. The result has mtost satisfactorily

proved the justness of her discrimination;

and here I have leariit the true duties of

obedience. If I once accepted the confi-

dence of mv chief, no power should ever

induce me to betray it; but never v>^iH

Eoberto ta]<e upon hdm a charge which his

conscience can not acquit him of executing.'*

At
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At this observation the Princess inqinred

%vith a smile, Jiow long it was since a reso-

lution so noble and praiseworthy had been

made ?

'' That question, together with the ac-

1 companying smile, Madame," replied Ro-

j
bertOj '' seems to indicate a suspicion of

inconsistency between mv conduct and my
assertions; but I feel happy in its giving

me an opportunity, which I have long

( wished for, of explaining myself, by rela-

^ ting the circumstances which induced me
to accept the charge of the Princess of

Clagenfurth. But I fear that I intrude too

much upon youv condescension, in permit-

ting me the honour of so long a conversa-

tion."

'' Far from it/* replied the Princess, in a

tone of ineliable sweetness ;
'' rank; instead

of being debased by tfie conversation of

the virtuous, is ennobled by it; and al-

though the general custom of society has,

from moi^ives of policy, placed some re-

straint upon those whom fortune has iixed

in
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in a superior class^ in order to prevent them

from mixing too indiscriminately with their

inferiors in public, still there are hours of

relaxation, when the truly great and noble

will eagerly avail themselves of an oppor-

tunity that offers of enjoying the company

of those who are pre-eminently distin-

guished by their virtuous principles, and

real intrinsic worth—a pleasure seldom to

be experienced amid the turmoils and lux-

ury of a court. Yet, even there, the noble

sentiments of Roberto would, I trust, when

known, have received from me the atten-

tion due to his merit; and can I then now

deem the constant attentTon and the wish

ofamnsement an intrusion? an attention

^vhich, deprived of all other resources, not

only tends to alleviate the anxiety 1 cannot

totally discard from my mind^ but contri-

butes also^ in no small degree, to render

even confinement less irksome; but, in

the present instance, I must confess that I

have long wished to learn, if consistent

with the obedience yon judge due to the

commands
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commands of your chief, the reasons as-

signed for my residence here ; and indeed

my curiosity is now more powerfully ex-

cited, by those observationswhich occasioned

a smile I could not suppress."

Roberto, after having a^ain repeated his

acknowledgem.ents to the Princess for her

generous condescension to himself, and

having thanked her in the warmest terms

of gratitude for her kindness, both to Ma-

dalen and Agnes, entered upon the follow-

ing short explanation.

'' I have, Madame, before observed, that

for many years past, scarcely any person,

except occasionally a weary pll;^rim, when

journeying to the shrine, which either his

own piety or obedience to the irresistible

commands of his rigid confessor obliges

him to seek, has visited the Castle of Mitte-

wald. Remote from the common tract,

and enveloped amid rugged precipices, and

almost impenetrable groves, it terriiies,rather

than invites the curious traveller; this,joined

to the various superstitious reports current

in
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in the neighbourhood^ secures us from in-

trusion. It was about six weeks previous

to your arrival here, when I was greatly

surprised at hearing the sound of the horn

proceeding from the centinels specially

appointed to take the charge of the draw-

bridge ; it announced the approach of a

stranger; the Castle gates had been closed

for the night, as it was some time past sun-

set, the usual hour of securing the different

approaclics. It lias ever been an invariable

rule with me, and indeed it is a regular

order from the chief, never to open them,

or to lower the drawbridge after that period,

unless upon the greatest emergency, or

some other particular occasion, such as the

ai^rivai of the chief himself, or any accre-

tlit'ed messenger from him ; and in order

to obviate any inconvenience which the

strict observation of this ordinance might

occasion, should any unforeseen accident

prevent the arrival of any person, whom
either b.usinessor curiosity might tempt to

seek the Castle before the allotted time,

the
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the cottage, which is at some small distance

from, but within sight of the bridge, was

appropriated for their reception, and pro-

per accommodations were provided by the

occupier of it, who is placed there by the

chief for the special purpose. For some

time I hesitated whether I should personally

answer the signal, or else give the counter

one, commanding the stranger, whoever

he was, to be conducted to the cottage,

and to remain there until the morning.

The evening was dark, and threatened to

be tempestuous. This circumstance, and

the request of Madalen, not to expose

myself unnecessarily to the storm, which

appeared to be rapidly approaching, de-

termined me. The necessarv measures for

announcing ray determination of not open-

ing the gates until the morning were given ;

but scarcely could they have reached the

ears of the stranger, when the signal was

repeated ; and, aKaost immediaiely, the

junior officer, whose duty it U to superin-

tend ihe centinels for the night, appe.i*ed,

VOL. III. L ai-d
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and informed me that the person \vho de-

manded admittance at that late hour, was

an officer of rank, belonging to the court

of Albert, who was the bearer of a message

to me, of the highest importance to the

interests of his chief. Upon this informa-

tion I hastened to the drawbridge, and

having, by a private signal, used upon si-

milar occasions, ascertained the reality of

the fact, I immediately admitted him. By

this time the storm was increased almost to

a hurricane ; and both my visitor and my-

self found ourselves happy when seated by

a comfortable fireside. After the stranger

had taken some refreshment, Madalen and

Agnes arose for the purpose of retiring,

' naturally supposing that the subject of the

stranger's mission was not of a nature to be

communicated to them ; but, observing

their intention, he requested them to re-

main, saying, that the orders, of which he

was the bearer from Albert, concerned them

equally with the cominander of the Castle.

This exordium excited no small degree of

surprise.
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Surprise. They however complied, awaiting,

in silent expectation, the result of such an

linusiial circumstance/*

" Was this officer known to vou ?'* said

the Princess.

" No, Madame," replied Roberto, '' not

at the time. Indeed, I was going to observe

that it very much excited my surprise that

he did not annource himself to me by

name ; and I should certainly have suspected

some deception, had he not produced the

well-known sio;net belono^ing to Albert ?'*

*' Excuse me,*' said the Princess, " for

again interrupting a narrative which be-

comes more and more interesting ; but I

wish to ask if you have, since that first intro-

duction, v^btained the knowledge of his

3"iame?'*

" Yes, Madame, it wasMnrtuccio. I re-

collected him instantly, when he attended

you to the Castle, although his dress and

appearance were very diflerent
"

" I judged so,*' rejoined the Princess,

^'' and shall now be prepared to listen \o

L '2 any
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any talc, however fraught with falsehood

;

but proceed."

After a short pause, as if to recollect

himself Roberto obeyed. ' Notwithstand-

ing/ said Martuccio, ' your retired situa-

tion, you must doubtless have heard that

the victorious Albert, our chief, has ac-

complished the conquest of the province

of Chigenfurth.* I replied in the affirmative;

but added that I was totally unacquainted

with any of the particulars, having received

my information, in general terms, from one

of those wandering mendicants I have be-

fore mentioned, who confessed that he had

only heard it from a brother pilgrim, never

having been in that part of the country

himself. At this declaration, I fancied that

I could perceive an expression of satisfac-

tion in the countenance of Martuccio, which

rather surprised me, although, even in my
own mind, I could assign no reason for such

an emotion, and accordingly I took no

notice of it. He proceeded to inform me

that the conquest was attended with little
|

difficulty.
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difficulty, as there existed in the principa-

lity, and more especially in the city of

Clagenfurth itself, two parties, the one fa-

vourable, and the other, which, in point of

numbers, and the rank of its adherents, was

much superior, inimical to the reigning

sovereign, who lost his life in the encounter;

but whether by the hands of his own sub-

jects, or the chance of war, was uncertain.

In the confusion, however, naturally at-

tendant upon such an occasion, he added,

that the Princess had fled to the convent of

St. Veil, where she remained for some time

in safety. Reports, however, of an alarm-

ing nature, having reached her ears, from

which she was convinced that the asylum

which she had chosen was unable to secure

her from the machinations of those who
had assisted the conqueror, she had taken

the resolution of trusting to the well-known

generosity of Albert, and to claim his pro-

tection. ' To our chief,' continued he,

' beauty never sues in vain ; but lam much

mistaken, if, in this instance, his heart is

h 3 not
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not materially interested, and that he en-

tertains the most ardent passion for the

Jovely widow/ You will excuse me. Ma-

dame, for repeating the words of Martuccio,

as nearly as I can recollect them." Adeline

bowed. Her heart was too full at the re-

collection of the dreadful scene which had

been acted within the walls of Clagenfurth,

and which had been so misrepresented by

the abject minion of the tyrant, in order to

forward the nefarious purposes of the con-

queror with impunity, to give utterance to

her thoughts. * But,' proceeded Martuc-

eio, ' although Albert immediately deter-

mined upon granting her request, he was

for some time at a loss how to accomplish

his purpose, so as to conceal her retreat

from the knowledge of those enemies who

threatened to molest her. He was aware

that the delicacy of the Princess, and her

high sense of propriety, would prevent her

acceptance of his personal protection ; be-

sides, he considered that the unsettled state

©f his late acquired territories was a mate-

riul
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rial obstacle that intervened against his

exerting himself with sufficient energy in

her cause.

'While his mind was thus perplexed, he

fortunately recollected the hereditary castle

of his ancestors, a place of all others, he

observed, the most eligible for a temporary

concealment, as he doubted if any one in

the principality knew that such a place was

in existence. He has accordingly command-

ed me to order proper apartments to be

prepared for her reception, and also to in-

form you, that upon her arrival here you

are enjoined to treat her with all due re-

spect, at the same time to be careful that no

stranger of any kind, or under any pretence

whatsoever, is tobeadmitted to her presence,

or indeed, if possible to avoid it, even into

the Castle, during her residence here. He
commands likewise, that upon no account

is she to appear without the precincts of the

Castle; and that whenever the Princess

wishes to walk in any part of the domains,

that some one of the family, whom you can

L 4 place
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place entire confidence in, will constantly

attend her^ or at least keep within such a

distance as not to lose sight of her; nor

upon any account, however plausible, are

you to permit her to leave the Castle with-

out his command in person. These restric-

tions he enforces, more particularly on

account of the Princess ; being convinced

that those who wish to obtain possession of

her person will use every possible artifice

toiiucceed^ should they, by any unforeseen

accident, discover her retreat. Her removal

here will of course be conducted with the

greatest secrecy.*

** Such, Madame, were the orders I re-

ceived from Albert, through Martuccio ;

and althouofh there was somethin^r in them

that seemed to contradict itself, yet, unac-

customed to scrutinize the actions of my
chief, I, without hesitation, accepted the

charge, and promisedan implicitobedience;

and I even flattered myself, that, by guard-

ing you with the utmost caution, I was not

only performing my duty to my chief, but

an
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an acceptable service to yourself; and per-

mit me, Madame, to observe, that if I have

been deceived by an artful and well-told

tale, which a variety of circumstances now

render me suspicious of, your placid resig-

nation, joined to your amiable and generous

conduct, has contributed to perpetuate, ra-

ther than remove the deception."

Roberto was silent; and Adeline, who,

during the recital, had been agitated with a

contrariety of sensations which it had given

rise to, felt more than ever convinced of

the noble principles of Roberto. It was

evident that he had been deceived, as to the

nature of her detention, by the plausible

tale of Martuccio, who had artfully made

her misfortunes subservient to his master's

designs. The truth of it was however al-

ready suspected by Roberto ; and she de-

termined upon making him acquainted with

the real facts, however painful to her feel-

ings the rehearsal of them might be, as they

occurred, from the first invasion of Clagen-

fuith. It was a duty which she thought in-

L 5 cumbent
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cumbent upon her, after the noble and ge-

nerous confidence which he had placed in

her, and from which she resolved noi to

shrink.

While Adeline, in words most expressive

of her feelings, related the various occur-

rences already noticed, the feelings of Ro-

berto experienced such a variety of transi-

tions, as to render a just description of them

impossible. Admiration at the heroism of

the Princess, regret for her sufferings, hor-

ror at the deliberate cruelty of a chief who

was entitled to his obedience, and whom he

had hitherto held in the highest respect,

together with a detestation at the duplicity

of Martuccio, were so blended with each

other, that expression was for some time

denied him. His thoughts were confused.-

At one moment he almost doubted the

reality of the narrative; but truth was so

conspicuous in every accent, that tlie doubt

instantly vanished. No sooner, however,

had he recovered from his astonishment,

than, addressing the Princess with increased

rcspectj
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respect, he lamented that the strongest tie

of o:ratitiKle should still bind him to the

service of one, who, though possessed of

the frailties of human nature, he had always

looked up to, as the champion of honour,

not as the slave of vindictive passion.

" Yet/' continued he, '' although the ser-

vant of Albert, the Princess of Ckgenfurth

claims every attention in my power; nor

shall she ever find the confidence which she

has honoured me with misplaced. Banish,

therefore, Madame, the fears you may en-

tertain respecting any discovery in the

northern apartments, and rather hope for the

success of my undertaking, and the accom-

plishment of your most sanguine wishes.**

The heart of Adeline was too full to give

utterance to her acknowledgments for a

declaration which afforded her a return of

that tranquillity to her spirits, that a recol-

lection of her former imprudent communi-

cation respecting Adolphus had disturbed.

But although the tongue was silent, the

countenance was a sufficient index of the

L 6 mind.
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mind, and spoke volumes to the heart of

the generous Roberto, who, conceiving that

being now soothed by his assurances, his

absence would more speedily contribute to

restoreher to that equanimity of mind which

the late conversation had partially disturb-

ed, took his leave, followed by the internal

blessings of his fair charge.

No sooner had Roberto left the apart-

ment than the Princess fell into a deep

meditation. Her mind, superior to the

weaknesses commonly attendant upon her

sex, reviewed, when reflection took the

lead, with a calmness astonishing even to

herself, the various scenes which she had so

lately encountered, and silently bent in

gratitude to that Providence which had

hitherto protected her in safety from the

deep-laid schemes of the usurper and his

obsequious minion. It is true, they had

succeeded in gaining possession of her

person ; yet, to find a friend like Roberto,

>vhen she had every reason to expect a de-

termined enemy, devoted to the imperious

will
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will of a tyrannic master, strengthened the

hopes of a happy termination to her mis-

fortunes. The conduct of Albert appeared

mysterious. While she was under the pro-

tection of the abbess of St. Veil, treachery,

threats, persuasion, and every allurement

that unbounded power and grandeur could

offer to her acceptance, was resorted to, in

order to obtain possession of her person.

Even vows of the most ardent affection

were poured forth in profusion, as a tempt-

ation for her to share the throne which he

had so lately dispossessed her of; and yet,

when an artifice the most complicated,

and which must have been attended with

infinite trouble to bring to perfection,

had succeeded, she was left for months un-

noticed and unmolested. Sometimes she

fancied that her persecutor, satisfied with

havingobtained the sovereignty, and having

removed her from the knowledge of those

few friends who remained stedfast in her

interest, had doomed her to perpetual im-

prisonment in this dreary and sequestered

retirement. But the more she considered

the
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the subject, the more her ideas were bewil-

dered, as various reasons militated against

this thought. She was aware that policy-

alone, independent of love, prompted him

to endeavour the obtaining her hand, by

every means his ingenuity could suggest,

as he would then most probably, at least

for life, be secured in his recent conquest,

beyond the power of the adherents to the

late Prince to contest it ; and what was of

equal consequence, he might bid defiance

to the threats of Theodore and the house of

De Mountfort, who, perceiving their sister

restored to her former rank, would enter

upon the cause of the young heir with less

zeal, and with abated pretensions; and it was

to accomplish this that Adeline would some-

times suppose that he had placed her in a

situation, where, being the uncontrouled

master, and surrounded with vassals whom

he supposed blindly devoted to his will, he

trusted, that either by threats or entreaties,

he should at last subdue her reluctance, and

win her to his purpose. '' Never," as the

idea suddenly crossed her imagination, ex-

claimed
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claimed the Princess, starting from the re-

verie in which she had indiilgedsince the de-

parture of Roberto, "nevershall thehandof

Adeline de Mountfort be the reward of mur-

der and deliberate cruelty." Scarcely had

she pronounced these words, with a fervour

that proved the resolution and intrepidity

of her mind, than a slight noise occasioned

her to turn her head, when, to her inex-

pressible terror, she perceived one of the

partitions of the apartment in which she

was slide back, and before she could recover

her alarm, so as to summon assistance, she

was seized by a person in complete armour^

his vizor closed, who, placing a handker-

chief over her mouth, so as to prevent her

cries being heard, retreated through the

same cavity with the greatest rapidity, care-

fully closing it behind him. In this dreadful

situation we must leave the unfortunate

Adeline, and revert to the transactions at

the cottage of the Chevalier de Rottenberg.

The surprise of De Rottenberg and the

stranger, at the recognition of each other,

was
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was mutual, as many years had passed since

they had last met : and, in the enthusiasm

of the moment, a disclosure of their real

characters would have taken place, had not

the presence of mind which seldom desert-

ed the latter prevented it, by a look which

was well understood ; and as the Chevalier

de Rottenberg supposed that his former

friend might be in a situation similar to

himself, he received him with an equal de-

gree of friendship, by that which he had

thought proper to aasume.

This stranger was Berthold, who, without

disclosing his present pursuits, merely in-

formed De Rottenberg of the occasion of

this unexpected meeting. This indefatigable

friend, after leaving Sternheim and the

Count Von Werdenberg at Clagenfurth,

had, in company with Theodore, travelled

with the greatest expedition to the hermi-

tage, where Matilda and the faithful Hassan

had awaited their arrival with much anxiety.

The news of the victory, together with all

lis concomitant circumstances, had long

since
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since reached them, as Sebastian, who, it

may be recollected, was dispatched with

private orders by Berthold, was commanded

to call at the hermitage^ and give informa-

tion of the event.

The meeting of Theodore and Matilda

w^as expressive of that trne regard which is

the constant attendant upon virtuous love,

and she hailed his return with sincere but

modest joy. But when he gently disclosed

to her that she had in existence an uncle,

who was impatient to clasp her to his arms,

and that that uncle was the Chevalier D'Arm-

feldt, whose arms had revenged the injuries

of her deceased father, she felt herself raised

to a degree of happiness which her young

heart had never before experienced ; and

although the presence and company of

Theodore was a source of real joy and satis-

faction to her, yet she was impatient to

embrace this newly-discovered relative, and

urged her friends to acquiesce in the desire

of the Count Von Werdenberg, her beloved

and respected protector, as speedily as pos-

sible.
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sible. Few preparations were necessary for

their journey ; and Berthold, although his

presence was necessary elsewhere, and he

wished to begin his search after the Princess

of C^agenfurth as soon as possible^ deter-

mined to escort them the chief part of the

way, at least so far as to see them out of any

danger. We have already noticed the oc-

currence which took place on theirjourney,

as it was Theodore and Matilda who were in

company with Berthold, when the sudden

appearance ofAlphonsinealarmed the horses

of the two former, and occasioned a sepa-

ration from their companion, a short time,

previous to their original intention.

When the mutual surprise of the Cheva-

lier Rottenberg and Berthold had subsided,

and tranquillity became restored, the lovely

Alphonsine was requested to relate the par-

ticulars of her fright, and the means of her

escape. This task she performed with all

the naivete of conscious innocence, while,

at the same time, she lamented her indis-

cretion in not having paid a proper atten-

tion
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tion to the previous remarks of Madame
Stellar, who, at the same time as she re-

ceived the apology of her beloved pupil,

with that kindness devoid of every austere

remark, which is so well calculated to re-

concile the mind of youth to itself when

labouring under self-condemnation, could

not avoid hinting to the Chevalier the \\it\e

faith he had placed in what he denominated

superstitious folly. An animated but friend-

ly argument ensued, which ended, as is ge-

nerally the case when two adversaries are

bigotted to their own opinion, in the

conviction of neither, as to the propriety

of the sentiments of each other.

The astonishment of De Rottenberg at

the discovery that Albert, who had been his

most inveterate enemy, and to whom he was

chiefly indebted for the disgrace under which

he laboured, was an assistant in the delivery

of his daughter from the unknown danger

which threatened her, and that under so

mean a disguise, was considerably encreased

by the hasty and peremptory command of

Berthold,
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Berthold. It was however most promptly

obeyed ; and the servants attendant upon

the cottage^ together with the husband of

Theresa^ who was present, dispersed dififerent

ways in the pursuit. Berthold apologized

for the liberty he had taken, which^ he re-

Rinrked, was occasioned by circumstances

of no common interest, and in which the

fates of many were materially involved. He
then recapitulated the transactions which

had taken place, to the latter part of which

the Chevalier listened with evident satisfac-

tion. The unexpected return of the long-

lamented Henry Count Von Werdenberg,

was hailed by him as an event the most for-

tunate to himself; and he eagerly asked

if the emperor was acquainted with it ?

Berthold, to convince him more fully of the

sentiments which that monarch entertained

of him, related the heads of his interesting

tale. The eyes of the Chevalier spoke the

animation of his soul, while he listened in

breathless anxiety for the conclusion, when,

unable to sustain the full tide of joy and

hope
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hope that returned through their long-de-

serted channels with renovated force, he

caught his wondering xA.Iphonsine in his

arms, and, embracing her in the height of

paternal affection, exclaimed, "Once more

shall the star of the exiled De Rottenbers:

shine with its usual splendour ; nor shall

Alphonsine, the precious relic ofmy adored

Constantia, pine away the prime of youth

in the oblivion of a cottage."

,
'' Ah ! my beloved father,*' rejoined the

blushing maid, '' gladly would your Al-

phonsine remain sheltered beneath a pa-

rent's care, and that of the afTecrionate

protectress whom he has provided for me
( casting at the same time a look at Madame
Steller, which spoke more forcibly than

words), far from the dangers or the plea-

sures of a court, which I have, from those

lips, so often heard delineated, the one, as

difficult to escape, the other, as frivolous

and vexatious; yet (perceiving, as she

thought, the features of her father rather

discomposed, she hastily added ), be assured^

that.
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that, whether in a cottage or a palace, it

shall ever be the pride of your daughter

to actin conformity to his wishes; neither,

though my untutored heart may feel alarm-

ed at a scene so novel, will I anticipate a

want of resolution, when supported by the

example and resolution of such friends as

Fortune has in her beneficence blessed me
with."

Embracing his daughter with, if possible;,

still greater affection, and assuring her that

she would not, ill his future arrangements*

be deprived of the instruction and coun-

tenance of her amiable protectress, he ex-

plained the nature of his hopes and expec-

tations, from the exertion of the Count Von

Werdenbcrg in his behalf; and indeed, so

clear was the statement, that he fully con-

vinced his attentiveauditorsof the propriety

of his intended plan. During the interesting

arguments which naturally ensued on the

occasion, the servants, who had been in the

pursuit of Albert, returned. Vain, however,

had been their exertions. The good genius

6 of
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of Albert had not entirely forsaken him ;

and he found means to elude the diligent

search which was made after him, although

with great difficulty, as he was several times

obliged to secrete himself beneath the thick

shelter of the underwood, while his pursuers

passed so near, as for their conversation to

be overheard; and to his terror he found that

his enemies had every where endeavoured

to make him odious, not. only \o the inha-

bitants of the principality of Clagenfurth^

but also to those of the neighbouring na-

tions.

As all hopes of securing the person of

Albert were given up, Berthold, to whom
every moment of delay that prevented him

from following up his original intention,

that of the discovery of the Princess of

Clagenfurth, was not only a great object>

but also a source of anxiety, prepared for

his departure from the cottage of De Rot-^

tenberg. Previous to its taking place,

he held a serious consultation with the

Chevalier, whom, after the circumstances

which
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which had transpired respecting the Count

VonWerdenberg, he strongly recommended

to proceed immediately to Clagenfurth,

where the latter was only awaiting the return

of an express which had been sent to Vien-

na ; immediately after which it was his in-

tention to proceed thither; and there was

little doubt but that he would be unable to

resist the friendly importunities of the Em-

peror, to take upon him the highest situation

that could be conferred upon a subject,

especially as it was with the greatest re-

luctance that the monarch, upon the first

knowledge of his return, would permit him

to remain in retirement, and unknown, for

a special time agreed upon. Berthold,

therefore, strongly recommended him not

to lose a moment ; and ere he departed

from the cottage, he had the satisfaction of

seeing the whole property given in charge

to the husband of Theresa, with directions

in what manner he should distribute the

produce, either until his return, or that he

heard from him upon the subject.

While
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While Berthold thus entered upon a pur-

suitj in whichj at the present moment, he

was the most interested, Albert wandered

through the solitary wilds, alone and de-

serted ; but reflection would sometimes

interfere, and his conscience whispered that

he had deserved, because he had provoked

his fate. It is true, that the same prophetic

voice which foretold his fall, pointed out

the means of redeeming his errors. The

path was open ; but where should he seek

the promised remedy ? Could he, a solitary

wanderer, expect to find the long-concealed

Rodolphus, who had defied every search,

when, armed with unlimited power, thou-

sands of spies had been at his command ?

Even should he prove successful, could he,

could Albert, so late a conqueror, tamely

submit to crouch beneath the yoke of a

feeble boy, and trust to precarious mercy ?

Perish the ignominious, the dastardly

thought ! No ; still shall my soul rise su*

perior to the frowns of fortune ; and,

blessed with the love of the adored Ade-

voL. Til. M line^
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Vine, Albert shall laugh at the vain attempts

of his proud and haughty foes; secured^

both by art and nature^ in the Castle of

Mittewald, all thoughts of the past shall be

banished from remembrance, and each re-

turning sun shall rise to new and endless jov.

Thus tacitly reasoned the fugitive Prince,

as he cautiously bent his steps towards his

hereditary dominions; nor, although at the

very moment he fatally experienced that

the denunciation of the prophetic sibyl

was in part fulfilled, would his pride, as

yet unconquered by misfortune, look for-

ward to the hope that promised a restora-

tion to honour and happiness.

Alas ! vain are the hopes, the expecta-

tions of man ! The cup of misery, destined

for Albert, was not yet drained, and he was

doomed to experience a wretchedness su-

perior to the loss of power and dominion.
|

The curse denounced against him still

wanted something ere it arrived at its cli-

max ; and, to render his misery more

poignant, fate had ordained the completion

of
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of it, at the moment when he deemed him-

self possessed of all that his haughty mind

had judged essential to his happiness.

Accustomed from his youth to undergo

the greatest hardships, those he experienced

in the present journey, though severe, were

borne with patience. The rich reward which

he promised himself at the conclusion ser-

ved to invigorate his nerves, and to enable

him to bid defiance to difficulties and dan-

gers. As soon, however, as he had passed

beyond the dominions appertaining tOy or

in alliance with Clagenfurth, he threw off

his disguise, and appeared in vestments

more suited to him, though he still cau-

tiously concealed his name and rank. He
also supplied himself with arms, totally dis-

similar to those which he had been accus-

tomed to bear; and, as he feared he might

])e recognised by his device, he changed it

for one more appropriate to his present

situation. The former was a sun ri':inf>- in all

its glory; and he now substituted the

same sinking, with its last beams, beneath

M 2 the
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the western horizon. Thus deeming him-

self secure from observation^ he scrupled

not to leave the more retired paths, but

even ventured to enter some of the smaller

towns, in order to procure more salutary

refreshments than the mountainous districts,

through which he had hitherto wandered,

could afford.

About three leagues from the Castle of

Mittewald, and at ihe edge of those dreary-

mountains which enclosed it, as it were, in

their bosoms, and seemed to separate it

from the rest of the universe, stood a

small village or town, at the extremity of

which, the only defile by which those re-

gions could be penetrated upon that side

began. The inhabitants appeared hospit-

able, and readily offered every assistance

to the supposed stranger. Albert, though

years had passed since he had visited this

place, and then in the company of his fa-

ther, had not forgot that this place was the

frontier of his own hereditary dominions,

and, consequently, that he was surrounded

by
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by his own vassals ; neither was it surpris-

ing: that the eldest of them should have

forgotten the person of a man whom they

had never beheld since the bloom of youth-

ful beauty animated his countenance, now

disfigured by the cares and hardships he

had so lately undergone. Hendered cau-

tious, however, by ex])erience, he deter-

mined to conceal himself from their know-

ledge^ in the hope and expectation/ that,

being ignorant of his real character, he

should obtain a better insight into the opi-

nions of those through whose fidelity and

assistance he could alone look forward, as

the means of retrieving his shattered for-

tunes. He was the more induced to pur-

sue this conduct, as he knew not to what

extent his enemies had proceeded, as it was

possible that they might have anticipated

his attempt to reach his hereditary domi-

nions, and might have secured such places

as were exposed. For the Castle itself, he

had no dread. lie well knew the strength

of the place, and had an implicit faith m
M 3 the
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the valour and fidelhy of its commander.

He therefore determined not to disclose

himself, if possible, until he was safe with-

in the walls of that inaccessible fortress.

Secure, as he conceived himself, at least

for a short time, in his present situation, it

became an object of considerable import-

ance to him, to obtain every possible in-

telligence respecting any reports that might

have been circulated in the neighbourhood.

For this purpose he sought the company

of such of the inhabitants whom he deemed

the most intelligent; and, affecting to be

a total stranger to the country, which he

gave out that he was passing through, in a

journey to a distant province, he artfully

adverted to the Castle of Mittewald.

*' I have been informed,'* said he, ad-

dressing an elderly man, who, with an hos-

pitality that bespoke the genuine feelings

of philanthropy, had proffered to his un-

lenown chief the accommodation of his little

cottage, " that not far from hence is a

castle, so insulated by the mountains, and

so
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SO far from any tract usually frequented

by travellers, as scarcely ever to be noticed.

Indeed, from the variety of strange reports

which are circulated respecting it, if a tenth

part of them are to be credited^ I cannot

wonder at its being abandoned. For my

ov/n pari, I confess myself to be one of

those incredulous beings who place but

little faith in such stories ; yet, in the pre-

sent instance^ I rather feel my curiosity

excited. Can you, my friend^ inform me
how such strange and incoherent reports

as are every where circulated, have obtain-

ed so great a degree of credit ?"

At this question, though apparently

asked in the most casual manner, the old

man turned his eyes upon the inquirer, with

such a scrutinizing gaze as to cause a sud-

den alteration in the countenance of Albert,

who, feart^ul of being detected, added, be-

fore an answer could be given to his ques-

tion, '' But perhaps my request is improper.

Let it therefore be forgotten, as I should

ill deserve the hospitality which I have ex-

M 4 periencedj;
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perienccdj was l, by any indiscreet wish of

mine, to endeavour to pry into secrets^

which perhaps policy, or the peremptory

orders of the chief of the district, have

deemed necessary to be concealed from ge-

neral knowledge/'

" I perceive/' replied his host, '' that

you noticed the earnest manner in which

I could not, at the moment, avoid looking

at you ; but you have mistaken the im-

pulse that occasioned it. No state policy

«eals our lips, neither has our chief forbade

our free conversation upon the subject of

those reports which are so industriously

circulated. Indeed, many years have elapsed

since Mittewald Castle has been honoured

with ^he presence of its master; neither

has the present chief, at least to the know-

ledge of his vassals, visited any part of

these, his hereditary domains, since, at

about the age of fifteen, he left them to

attend his father to the imperial court

;

nor should I suppose he is now likely to

return to this dreary spot, since we hear

he
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he has lately obtained a large principality^

over which he reigns supreme. To confess

the truth, a vague recollection, that I had

seen features similar to yours, involuntarily

made me guilty of rudeness; but the im-

pression is so faint, that I consider it merely

as the weakness of old age, apt, perhaps,

to fancy what would give it pleasure to

realize/*

It was with the utmost difficulty that Al-

bert could disguise his feelings during this

explanation. The natural garrulity, however,

of his host, who was intent upon making the

apology, proved his friend, and he regained

composure sufficient to enter into a con-

versation with him, upon the subject in

which he was most interested. To his in-

finite surprise, he found that the visit of

Martuccio to the Castle was unknown ; but

although by this he was disappointed in

ascertaining whether the Princess had ar-

rived there, yet it gave him this satisfaction,

that if she was, the business had been con*

M d ducted
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ducted with such consummate art and secrecy

as almost to bid deHance to discovery.

As soon as he had obtained every intel-

ligence that was possible, Albert became

anxious to depart; yet he judged it ne-

cessary still to conceal his rank, and his in-

tention of going to the Castle. The latter

could only be accomplished by leaving the

village in the night, as it would be next to

an impossibility for him to enter the defile

which led to it by day, without being dis-

covered by some of the inhabitants. As

soon, therefore, as he perceived that sleep

bad closed the eyelids of his venerable host,

he, with the utmost caution, left the cottage^

having previously placed upon the solitary

table an ample remuneration for the civi-

lities which he had received. All was silent,

and, fortunately for his enterprize, the

moon had risen unclouded, and promised

to guide him, by its glimmering lights,

through the intricacies of those passes which

led to the Castle. Years, as has been before

5 t)bserved.
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observed, had p^sed away since his foot-

steps had trod the paths of those mountains,

yet the eccentric grandeur of the scene

had made so great an impression upon his

youthful mind, that he found but little dif-

ficulty in ascertaining the right tract; and

scarcely had the sun displayed its first beams,

ere he found himself within sight of the

massy pile. Upon his arrival at the cottage

appropriated for travellers, he determined

to rest a few hours, as he found himself

much fatigued by the labour which he had

undergone; and its inhabitants, unconscious

of the rank of their visitor, hastily prepared

the chamber of repose. Throwing himself

upon the couch, he courted the refreshing

balsam of sleep. In vain, howev':»r, heat-

tempted to repose his wearied limbs. The

agitation of his mind, fluctuating in all the

uncertainty of hope and fear, forbade the

enjoyment of rest ; and, no longer able to

bear the conilict of contending passions,

he hastily arose, and rushing towards the

drawbridge, gave the well-known signal.

M 6 Roberto,
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Roberto, upon retiring from the apart-

ments of the Princess of Clagenfiirth^ was

determined to lose no time in the com-

mencement of his intended search. lie

immediately, therefore, sent for an officer

in the Castle, in whom he could place the

strictest confidence, in order to consult

him upon the measures it would be most

prudent to pursue, in order to render the

investigation of effect. While thus intently

employed, the signal was heard from the

drawbridge, and repeated by the sentinel,

in the manner especially appointed upon

the arrival of the chief himself, or some

accredited messenger from him. Its sound

startled the generous Roberto, as he thought

that Martuccio might possibly be returned,

with full powers to supersede him in the

command of the Castle, and ofcourse in the

protection of Adeline ; and he secretly de-

termined, if possible, not to admit him.

It was necessary, however, he should attend

to the signal. He accordingly, after having

dismissed the officer with whom he had been

conversing.
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conversing, and given him soine orders re-

lative to the business they had been can-

vassing, hastened to obey the signal ; but

scarce had he passed the threshold of his

apartment, than he was met by one of the

sentinels, who informed him, that a person

of a noble and maje^.tic mien demanded

immediate admittance. This description

hurried him forwaid, as he now judged that

it might be Albert himself. Several years

had elapsed since Roberto had seen his

chief; yet^ although age, and the hardships

which he had so lately undergone, had ma-

terially altered his appearance, yet the

same nobleness of countenance was suffi-

cient to prove his identity, and the as-

tonished Roberto hastened to admit his chief

into the interior of the Castle ; but before

this faithful servant could even pay the due

obeisance, Albert, in a hurried tone, in-

quired if the Princess Adeline was arrived?

The question surprised Roberto, as he

made no doubt but that Martuccio had ap-

prized the Piince of the safe arrival of the

PrincesS;,
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Princess, and Vvhich had occasioned the

journey of the chief. The answer, however,

seemed to remove a load of anxiety from

the mind of Albert, who complaining of

fatigue, commanded that all ceremony

should be dispensed with, and desired, now

that he was satisfied with the safety of the

Princess, that he might occupyany chamber

that h: d been inhabited, in order to take

that repose which he had lately been deprived

of; adding, that he had much to inquire

ere he announced his arrival to the Princess,

to wdiom, as well as to his own family, he

expressly commanded it should be kept

secret. Neither was this a matter attended

with any difficulty, as his person was totally

unknown to Madalen and Agnes, to whom
he was to be announced only as an officer

belonging to Albert. Having given these

directions, he retired to an apartment which

had been prepared for him, leaving Roberto

in sreat astonishment at the sudden and

unaccountable appearance of his chief,

unattended even by a copiidential servant.

Notwithstanding,
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Notwlthstandirjf^, however, the prohibition

which he had received, as he was sensible

that the discretion of the Princess might

be trusted, he resolved to apprize her of

the unexpected arrival of Albert, that she

might compose her spirits sufficiently to

prepare for the interview which he doubted

not but that the impatience of Albert would

seek on the morrow. He accordingly re-

turned to the apartment where he had leh

the Princess ; and having in vain endea-

voured to make himself heard, he concluded

that, fatigued with the exertions of the

morning, she was either retired, and had

fallen asleep, or else had taken the oppor-

tunity of enjoying the refreshing breezes

that ameliorated the heat of the sun, by

visiting some of her favourite walks.

The arrival of Albert necessarily post-

poned the intended search of Roberto, who,

although he was satisfied of the necessity of

a speedy investigation, felt alarmed when

he thought of the conjectures formed by

the Princess of Clagenfurth. His duty to

his



256 THE BLACK BANNER.

his Prince peremptorily demanded of him

that he should give him the earliest in-

formation possible of the mysterious cir-

cumstance ; nay, he deemed it of still

greater importance, since he found that

Martuccio had never returned to render

any account of his commission. From

some secret observations which he had

made, Roberto mistrusted the sincerity of

Martuccio, and his suspicions nov/ suggest-

ed that he might posiibly have gained a

knowledge of some secret entrance, and had

contrived to conceal himself in the unin-

habited part, for some purpose inimical to

the future peace and welfare of the Prin-

cess. Never had the generous mind of

Roberto experienced such perplexity as

during the hours which his chief haa de-

voted to rest. Even the company of his

family failed in their accustomed success,

to overcome the anxiety under which he

so evidently laboured, since the arrival of

that supposed messenger from Albert. From

the strict secrecy observed^ they judged that

it
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it had some connexion with the future

destiny of their amiable friend, the Princess

Adeline ; and both Madalen and Agnes

trembled at the uncertainty of her fate. In

vain they made inquiries of the father;

but he, who had ever been the foremost in

endeavouring to chase all anxiety from

their bosoms, now added to it^ sometimes

by a determined silence, or else by a harsh

command to desist from inquiries which

his duty forbade him to answer.

A conduct so totally different to that

which for years they had been accustomed

to, and was the solace of their lives, was

but ill calculated to allay their fears. Ro-

berto saw their distress, and the being un-

able to alleviate it, added to the torments

of his own bosom. Thus passed the day,

until the hour arrived when it was the cus-

tom ofAgnes to attend the Princess. Upon
this occasion she requested the company
of her mother, who looked at Roberto for

permission. '•' Go," said he, understanding

the appeal, *' and inform the Princess that

a mes-
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a messenger is arrived from Albert, who

will most probably request an audience of

her to-morrow. In the mean time, tell her

it is my earnest request that she will con-

descend to admit me to her presence this

evening for a few minutes, upon business

of the utmost importance."

Madalen and Agnes left Roberto, in or-

der to pay their duty to Adeline. Accus-

tomed to enter her apartments without

ceremony, they proceeded through the

antichamber which led to that in which she

usually sat, and where they expected to

have found her engaged, as was her usual

practice at that hour, in reading some fa-

vourite author, not merely to pass away

the time, but with the laudable ambition

of obtaining information, and improving

her mind by the comments of those learn-

ed writers who had spent the best part

of their lives in the endeavour of dissemi-

natins: useful knowledoe to those whose

time was either occupied by other pursuits,

or whose capacities were by nature in-

capable
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capable of forming a correct jadgmenr of

sciences^ which required not only intense

application, but whose meaning, frequently

couched beneath the pleasing disguise of

allegory and romance,was rendered difficult

to be fathomed by any one not possessed of

very superior genius. They were rather

surprised when they perceived that she was

absent, and that there was no appearance

of her having been engaged in her favourite

study, as the books remained in their proper

places, without having in appearance been

displaced. They were fearful that she had

found herself indisposed, and had retired

to her bedchamber, without awaiting her

usual attendance. In silence therefore they

stole to the door, which they opened with

the utmost caution, lest they should dis-

turb her, should she have composed herself

to rest. To their surprise, not unmixed

Vv^ith terror, they found that the room
was uninhabited, neither was there the

least appearance that the Princess had

been in it since the morning. Every

thing
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thing was in the same order, even to the

clothes which she had worn the preceding

day. For some time they looked upon each

other in silent consternation^ as if question-

ing in what manner they should act. A
contrariety of ideas prevenled them from

coming to a decision. They recalled to

their memory the long conversation which

Roberto had been engaged in with her

during the morning, his subsequent anxiety,

and particularly the arrival of the stranger,

at a moment so critical; and Vvhile their

thoughts dwelt upon this subject, they

scarcely dared admit the suspicions to which

they gave rise ; yet, could they harbour a

thought injurious to that parent, whose

constant endeavours had been to instil into

their minds the duty which they owed to

the unfortunate ? Impossible 1 the idea was

discharged as soon as formed ;
yet, impelled

by the same motive, ihey called upon her

by name. No ansv.er was returned, except

by the echo of their own voices through

the adjoining passages. Terrified at so unac-

countable
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countable an absence^, and at an hour so

unseasonable, for twilight had began to

spread itself over the face of the earth,

while the moon, just rising, darted her

pallid beams through the high-arched win-

dows^ they hastily sought Roberto, who,

during their absence, had been endeavour-

ing to collect his scattered thoughts, in

order to regulate his actions in such a man-

ner as to prove himself a friend to the

Princess of Clagenfurth, while, at the same

time, he preserved his loyalty to his

chieftain. Their entrance aroused him

from the train of thought in which his

mind was enveloped; but, immediately

perceiving the consternation so expressively

depicted in their countenances, he hastily

demanded if the Princess was ill ?

It was some time before cither Madalen

or Agnes could recover their speech suf-

ficiently, to make him understand that the

Princess was absent from her apartments,

and could no where be found.

Pioberto had risen from his seat upon the

first
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first entrance of his wife and daughter ; but

upon receiving the dreadful intelligence,

the roseate hue gave place to a deathlike

paleness, and it was with difficulty he could

support himself, so great was the shock

which his nerves experienced, at a circum-

stance which, if verified, was fraught with

calamities of a nature he dared not investi-

gate. Immediate action, hov/ever, was ne-"

cessarv, and that before the auDcarance of

Albert. Comm.anding, therefore, both his

wife and daughter to accompany him, he

hastened to the apartments cf the Princess.

Every place and every avenue was searched,

and the sentinel upon guard strictly exa-

mined ; but in vain was all inquiry—not the

smallest clue could be gained by which her

disappearance could be traced.

The apartments which had been allotted

for the use of the Princess had been se-

lected, not only for the pleasantness of

their situation, but also for her greater se-

curity, as no one could possibly enter, or

leave them, without passing by two senti-

nels
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iiels stationed- at the head of a flight of

steps leading to that part of the Castle,

through which there was formerly a com-

munication with the deserted apartments

of the northern side; but this passage had

been long closed up, by doors of an im-

mense size, st?'ong^v b'uj'jcadoed with iron

and wooden bolts of a periiliar construc-

tion, which bade defiance to almost any

force. From the evidence of the sen-

tinels, it was certain that no one had piss-

ed, either to or from these apartments,

since the mornino; when Roberto left the

Princess, until the entrance of Madalen

and Agnes; and in this intermediate time

they had perceived the Princess at the

windov/ which overlooked that part of the

domains.

Terror was now added to astonishment;

but Roberto, who had recovered his nsual

presence of mind, commanded the females

to retire for the present, charging them at

the same time to make no comments upon

an occasion so inexplicable and extraordi-

nary.
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nary. The sentinels were also commanded

to remain steady upon their posts until

personally discharged by him, even should

the time of their usual relief happen before

that period. These wise precautions Ro-

berto deemed absolutely necessary, in or-

der to convince Albert of the fidelity of

his menials; for, being well acquainted

with the temper of his chief, he made little

doubt, but that upon receiving the intelli-

irence, his furv would at first ra^e uncon-

trouled ; neither could he insure his own

safety ; could he, however, parry the pri-

mary ebullitions of his rage, he was sensible

that he should be safe. It became, how-

ever, absolutely necessary, that notwith-

standing his prohibition of not being dis-

turbed, he should instantly be made ac-

quainted with the disappearance of Adeline,

at a juncture so extremely critical as to

give even an unprejudiced judge, ignorant

of attending circumstances, some reason to

suspect a collusion. Scarcely knowing in

what manner he should apologize for his

intrusion^
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intrusion, or how he should introduce a

subject of so delicate a nature, Roberto

repaired to the chamber which had been

allotted for the temporary repose of his

chief, whose sleep, if it might be so called,

had been disturbed by a succession of

dreams, all tending to add terror and dis-

may to a heart already deeply wounded by

the shafts of calamity; at one moment,

Adeline appeared to him as when, glowing

in youthful beauty, he saw his rival, the

Prince of Clagenfurth, receive her hand

from her venerable father, the old Count De
Mountfort; and, when urged by the resistless

, impulse of passion, he seemed to clasp the

-lovely maiden to his heart, he found in his

^embrace an hideous skeleton ; while peals

iOf laughter broke forth from the numerous

attendants, as if enjoying his disappv>int-

ment. Scarcely had this fantastic vision

passed away, than, seemingly propelled by
an invisible power, he was plunged into a

dungeon beneath the walls of the Castle,

where, reclined upcn the bare ground. '

" VOL. llh K
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flinty rock her only pillow, the object of

his adoration lay, serene in conscious vir-

tue; while Martuccio, his late highly-fa-

voured niinion, stood over her with a drawn

dagger in his hand, flattering and threaten-

ing her by turns, in order to induce her to

share with him those riches which the mis-

placed generosity of his master^ had be-

stowed upon him; but a smile of ineflable

disdain seemed to awe the daring wretch

;

and Albert, unable to bear any longer so

humiliating a scene, rushed, unarmed, to

seize the wily villain. At that instant the

same awful form, that in his earlier days

had denounced the fate which awaited him,

seemed to rise between them, and arrested

his purposed vengeance ; then casting upon

him a look fraught with peculiar meaning,

exclaimed—" Fate permits not vice to pu-

nish vice ; a heart more pure than Albert's

can alone revenge the injuries of the Prin-

cess of Clagenfurth. Already is vengeance

awake; already are its ministers preparing

the means, secret, but infallible ; nor can

th<
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the boasted art of human wisdom friistratc

the just decisions of an all-powerful desti-

ny. Still, Albert, it is not too late; once

more thy guardian genius, the prophetic

sibyl, warns thee of the dangers by which

thou art surrounded ; still shall an oppor-

tunity be given to redeem thy lost fame,

and to fulfil the remainder of the prophecy.

Seize the precious boon ; once past, it

\'anishes never to return, and the name of

the victorious Albert, so long the admira-

tion of surrounding nations, will be buried

in oblivion, or remembered only as an aw*

ful monument to i'uture princes to restrain

that most destructive passion, revenge, and

ever to temper victory with mercy/*

Slowly waving her ebon wand, the hoary

sibyl vanished from his sight. The agita-

tion occasioned by this solemn injunction

chased from the eyes of Albert the unplea-

sant slumber which he had indulged in, at

the very instant when, cautiously opening

the door, Roberto made his ajjpearance.

There was an expression in his features

N 2 which.
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whkbj added to the recollection of his

dream, prepared him for some uncommon
intelligence ; and so much was his mind

occupied by the visionary scenes that still

floated upon the surface of his ideas, that

before the trembling castellan could give

utterance to his words^ Albert hastily ex-

claimed— '^ Fly instantly, and snatch my
adored Adeline from the power of the base

Martuccio."

" My liege/' cried Roberto, starting in

wild amaze, " by what supernatural means

have you become acquainted that it is Mar-

tuccio who has concealed the Princess ? or

how " Roberto was proceeding, but

Albert, starting from his couch, seized him

by the arm, and, while every limb seemed

to tremble with emotion, he demanded, in

5. voice scarcely articulate, an explanation

of his question; adding, in a gentler accent,

" Roberto, my spirirs have been sadly agi-

tated by a dream, which pourtrayed the

Princes? of Clagenfurih in the power of

Martuccio; when, eager to rescue her

from
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from the dungeon in which she was con-

fined, that awful directress of my fate, the

prophetic sibyl, appeared, aifd again de-

nounced my future fortune. Suddenly I

awoke, and uttered, I scarcely know what;

but your reply, or rather question, bears

such an affinity to those ideas which have

tormented my sleeping thoughts, that I am

prepared to hail you as the messenger of in-

telligence fatal to my future repose. Speak,

and whatsoever the intelligence may be^

let truth be the sole guide of your tongue.

Your chief, Roberto, has already suffered

too much, to shrink from any calamity that

may now befal him. Dread not the effect

your intelligence may cause ; I have nearly

learnt (a dear-bought lesson) the folly of

expecting that happiness is the constant

attendant upon unlimited power. Your
fidelity is too firmly rooted in my breast, to

be suspected by adventitious circumstances;

speak then freely, and ease me ofthe tor-

ments I endure.''

Eoberto, reassured by the generous sen-

N 3 timents.
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timents of his chief, no longer hesitated to

obey his orders, and minutely informed

him of everji circumstance that had taken

place, from the first arrival of the Princess

to that present moment.

Albert heard the intelligence with a

calmness that created the greatest astonish*

ment in Roberto; during the time, he was

attentive and seemed wrapt up in reflectioiv

and on the conclusion, without making

anv comment, he commanded him to attend

him to the apartments of the Princess.

Previous, however, to his taking this step,

as secrecy was no longer necessary, his ar-

rival at the Castle was formally announced;

and although each individual wondered at

the mysterious conduct of their chief, they

prudently concealed their opinions to them-

selves.

The news of the disappearance of the

Princess soon spread through the confined

circle of Mittewald Castle, an<l the original

tales of superstition, which time had almost

buried in oblivion, were again revived

with
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with additional force. Upon the arrival of

Albert and Roberto at the suite of rooms

which had been appropriated for the ac-

commodation of the Princess, the former

examined every part with the greatest at-

tention; but no visible means of egress

could be discovered. To the questions he

sf?parately put to those who had been ac-

customed to attend upon the Princess, for

both Madalen and Agnes had been ordered

to attend the Prince upon this occasion,

answers sufficiently indicative, that by what-

ever means Adeline had been conveyed

from her apartment, both Roberto and his

family were free from any connivance,

were given, and even the chief himself tes-

tified his full approbation of their general

conduct.

The nature of Albert, however, seemed,

as if by magic, to have undergone a total

change ; instead of giving way to that rage

which was so much dreaded by his vassals,

he now appeared calm, but absorbed in the

deepest thought.
.
His mind seemed ab-

N 4 stracted
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stracted from every surrounding object

;

while his menials, gazing in silence, were

unwilling to interrupt the current of his

thoughts, lest the unexpected calm should

change into a storm.

Roberto felt more anxious than ever to

acquaint his chief with the appearance of

the mysterious strangers in the northern

apartments, a circumstance which he had

purposely omitted in the general account

which he had previously given relative to

the Princess, as he fancied they had some

connexion with her disappearance. Per-

ceiving the bent of his chief's disposition,

and that the further attendance^ either of

the menials or his own fomily, might be

dispensed with, he determined to take the

present opportunity ; dismissing them, with

the strictest orders that they should main»

tain a total silence upon every occurrence

which they had witnessed, until such time

as the Prince should have come to a reso-

lution in what manner it would be proper

to act.

Thur.
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Thus alone with his chief, who tacitly

arqiiiesced in all the orders of Roberto, the

latter ventured to break in upon his medi-

tations, by acq uain ting him that he had

circumstances of the utmost importance to

relate, rendered more so by tire extraordi-

nary disappearance of the Princess, with

whose removal, it was more than probable,

they had a connexion. This intelligence

rouzed Albert from his reverie ; but ere

Roberto could proceed upon his intended

narrative, the Prince, whose spirits seemed

unusually depressed, losing sight of that

proud distinction of rank which he had al-

ways most scrupulously adhered to, seized

the astonished castellan by the hand, and

in a tone that bespoke the accent of a-

friend, rather than of a master, exclaimed—

^

*' Years, Roberto, have flown away since

last we parted; alas! what calamities has

your Prince experienced since that period !

Buried within the recesses of these moun-

tains, perhaps the occunences of these last

twelve months are still unknown to the in-

N 5 habitants
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habitants of Mittewald.'* Roberto confessed

they were, as even Martiiccio had given them

no other infornnation than that his chief

had made himself master of tl>e principality

of Clagenfurth ; and Adeline had always

avoided conversation upon the subject.

, A sigh, that seemed to proceed from the*

deepest resource, escaped Albert, who has-

tily added—" Yes, and you now see that

boasted conqueror a proscribed fugitive,

and hunted after like the beasts of the

field."

It v/as not astonishment alone, but a

combination of every feeling, that shone

conspicuous in the countenance of the ge-

nerous Roberto, at a declaration so totally

unexpected. Falling at the feet of his un-

happy chief, the gushing tear flowed down

-his manly cheek, and as soon as he could

find utterance for his words, he most so-

lemnly swore never to desert him, but to

sacrifice his life, if necessary, in his service.

Albert raised Roberto, and pressing him in

his arms with the greatest affection^ inter-

6 rupted
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rupted the effusions of his zeal, which were

too sincere to be misunderstood. '^='siring

him to be seated, he in a few words related

every occurrence which had taken place,

and reminded him of the original prophecy

that had denounced his fate ; not disguising

the prompt and decisive vengeance which.

he had experienced, in consequence of his

having given a free rein to the united

and all-subduing passions of love and re-

venge. " It is not/' continued Albert,

^' unknown to you, Roberto, with what

earnestness I incessantly endeavoured to

obtain the affections of the lovely Adeline,

notwithstanding her proud aspiring mind

deigned not to listen to my vows; whilq

those of the detested Clagenfurth were re-

ceived with smiles of joy and happiness.

How often have I been tempted to plunge

the dagger to his unsuspecting heart, when,

blessed with the extatic prospect opening

to his view, he has left the apartments of

his beloved Adeline to hold sweet converse

with her in his dreams! Frequently has it

N 6 glittered
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glittered half unsheathed in my hand^ when

a friendlj' beam^ darting its pallid rays

upon it^ has caused a revulsion in my
thoughts, and seemed to denounce me an

assassin. For a time, honour, and the claims

due to knighthood, conquered. You well

know, though pressed by the generous old

Count De Mountfort, in a manner I scarcely

knew how to parry, to assist at the nup-

tials, that I left his hospitable roof, some

days previous to the event which gave the

lovely Adeline to the detested Rodolphus ;

but from that moment I determined upon

taking a severe revenge for disappointed

love. In order, however, to render it more

secure, I changed my mode of behaviour,

and instead of constantly resisting the en-

treaties of the unsuspecting De Mountfort,

or his son-in-law, the Prince of Clagenfurth,

I suffered myself to pay the bridal visit,

.offering such plausible excuses for my ab-

sence at the ceremony, as could not fail of

being accepted, turning the supposed neg-

lect into the highest compliment. Although

I perceived
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I perceived that De Mountfort and Clagen-

forth were the easy dupes of my deceptive

conduct^ and readily believed that my ex-

pressions and heart were in unison with

each other^ I soon found that the Princess

\vas not so easily misled. She received my
attentions,, it is true, in public, with that,

affability and grace which has justly ren-

dered her name superemineht above her

contemporaries; but if, when an oppor-

tunity offered, (and from the intimacy

which subsisted, many unavoidably occur-

red) I ventured to hint the torments I still

experienced at an unrequited passion, her

eyes sufficiently explained the sensations

of her heart; while, with a dignified silence^

she would press the portrait of her beloved

Rodolphus closer to her breast, and leave

me to curse the moments when I could

be so weak as to give way to a passion so

derogatory to honour and friendship.

*' Tired v/ith so fruitless a pursuit, yet

with love unabated, and a determination

more resolute than ever to possess the ob-

ject
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ject of my adoration, or perish gloriously

in the atlempt, I at length left the court

of Rodolphus; having previously made

myself master of the sentiments of many

malcontents, who, notwithstanding the nu-

merous and conspicuous virtues of their

reigning sovereigns, were jealous of the

ascendancy which the house of De Moun-

fort, already one of the most powerful in

Germany, had acquired by thus engrafting

a bud of it upon the tree of Clagenfurth.

Thus divided within itself, I fancied that

the conquest of the whole principality

would not be attended with much difficulty,

as I knew I could easily raise a body of

troops, whose services were entirely de-

voted to me, besides sending for some of

my hereditary vassals. Reasons for declar-

ing war were easily found, and Fortune

favoured me with one, which was not only

plausible, but which, it was probable, would

attach many of the inhabitants of the prin-

cipality to my side. But it is unnecessary

to enter upon this detail ; suffice it, that it

was
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was undertaken, and succeeded. Would

that it had failed, or that the demon of re-

venue had slumbered in his unfathomable

cell ! Such, Roberto, are the misfortunes

which have hurled thy chief from the pin-

nacle of glory, and plunged him into the

abyss of disgrace, to hide his head within

the walls of Mittevvald/*

Roberto, who, it has frequently been

observed, was free from any superstitious

enthusiasm, listened in attentive and re-

spectful silence to the recital of his chief;

and although his mind, ever constant in the

disbelief of supernatural agency, sought to

explain, with satisfaction to himself, those

passages which tended to inculcate such a

doctrine, still he was constrained to con-

fess his inability of accounting for many of

the transactions which had passed. He
judged, however, that the fate of Albert

was at its crisis ; and in order to fulfil his

duty, and to put his chief in possession of

every clue by which he might discover the

machinations of his enemies, for to them

he
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he attributed the whole inysterious system

which was acted upon^ he minutely related

the discovery made by the Princess of

Clagenfurth, her subsequent illness, and

the measures which he was on the point of

arranging, in order to search the northern

apartments of the Castle, at the instant

when the signal from the drawbridge an-

nounced his chief. He cautiously, how-

ever, avoided giving any hint of the ideas

which Adeline had entertained in respect

to the identity of the strangers; for al-

though he believed that the mind of his

chief was chastened by misfortune, yet he

prudently judged that the reformation was

of too recent a date to sustain so great a

load of forbearance, as even the hint that

the young Rodolphus might soon be in his

power would force upon him.

This intelligenee seemed to excil-e far

greater emotion in the mind of Albert

than he experienced at the i-nformation of

the loss of Adeline, even when, flying on

the wings of love and expectation, he

deemed
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deemed himself on the point of possessing

the reward which he had looked forward to

as ait ampl© compensation for all his past

misfortunes.

The mind of Albert, when divested of

passion and unclouded by prejudice, was

capacious and extended. Quick of appre-

hension, he timely foresaw every probable

circumstance, and in general, by a prompt

and vigorous exertion of those faculties

which he so pre-eminently possessed, he

succeeded in averting the impending storm,

which threatened, though at a distance, at

some future time to overwhelm him. The

information given by Roberto, was to him of

much greater consequence than^ on a super-

ficial view, might be supposed. It alarmed

him for the total demolition of that dernier

resort from the power or the malice of his

enemies, which, if once he could reach

the Castle of Mittev;ald, he had flattered

himself he should then possesj, and even at

some favourable moment might make some

efforts to reinstate himself in his lost pos-

sessions.
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Sessions. From the account now received,

and indeed from the sudden disappenrance

of the Princess, it was evident that a com-

munication, unknown to the right pos-

sessors of the Castle, existed between the

northern apartments and the mountains, as

also, though overlooked, between those

npartments and the suite inhabited by the

princess; and this it was essentially neces-

sary he should ascertain, although his mind

laboured in uncertainty in what manner he

>vhould begin the inquiry. Roberto per-

ceived that his chief appeared more agitated

than before, and respectfully inquired the

cause, again repeating, in the most solemn

manner, his vows of attachment.

Albert, who had ever been sensible of

his worth, was, if possible, upon this occa-«

sion, more attached to him ; and he scrupled

not to entrust him with the plans which

he had originally formed, but which this

recent discovery threatened entirely to

overthrow. Although, upon a full develop-

ment of his intentions, Roberto perceived

some
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some part of them which would militate

most strongly against the interests of the

Princess of Clagenfurth, yet, trusting that

in an undertaking of so complicated a na-

ture, unforeseen and unexpected occur-

rences might arise, which would tend in

some measure to reconcile the jarring in-

terests, he entered unconditionally, and with

the greatest alacrity, into the views of his

chief; and as they judged that no time

was to be lost, especially as the arrival of

Albert at the Castle was now generally

known, and would doubtless put the in-

truders more upon their guard, it was de-

termined to prosecute the search withovit

delay.

While these transactions passed in the

inhabited part of the Castle, the unhappy

Princess was confined in a dark and dreary

dungeon beneath the centre of its walls ,*

the rapidity with which she had been hur-

ried by the unknown ravisher through the

secret passages, had, joined to terror, thrown

her into a state of insensibility, from which

she
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she recovered only to be convinced of the

wretchedness of her situation. On openinj^

her eyes, she cast them on the person who

had comnnitted this outrage, and who stood

beside her. His visage was uncovered,

and by the pale glimmering light which the

grating afforded her, she, to h^er utmost dis-

may, perceived the countenance of Mar-

tuccio. A violent shriek told him that he

was recognized; but the next moment saw

her again consigned to her former state of

insensibility. The hardened wretch, terri-

fied at the situation to which she was re-

duced, and fearful lest he should lose the

prize which he had taken so much pains to

obtain, bore her from the dungeon where

he had first placed her, to one where, as a

freer circulation ofairdifTused itself around,

the senses of the Princess became gradually

restored. But in order to account for the

perpetration of so daring an act, it is ne-

cessary to give some intelligence respect-

ing the principal concerned, and the mo-

tives that induced him to turn the imprison-

ment
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ment of the Princess of Clagenfurth to his

own advantage.

Martuccio, to a natural genius that rarely

falls to the lot of one man^ joined a mind

of unbounded ambition^ which was^, how-

ever, qualified by such a temperament of

action, that while he was in reality in the

pursuit of his own purposes, he could ap-

pear not only the zealous friend, but pliant

tool of another. By birth he was, as has

already been observed, an Italian, and had

the misfortune to be a younger brother of

a noble house, in the dutchy of Mantua,

with little for his fortune, e^ccept his sword.

He was by nature jealous and revengeful;

yet he endeavoured by every means in his

power to check the latter passion, as

strongly militating against the future pros*

pect which he had pourtrayed for himself,

and which, could it have been brought to

perfection, would raise him from that ob-

scurity which the scantiness of his fortune

seemed to have plunged him into, to ho-

nours little inferior to the pomp of ducal

grandeur.



^86 tRe black banner.

grandeur. One unfortunate moment, how-

ever, destroyed for ever his glittering views,

and sent him, execrated and abandoned^

even by his friends and nearest relatives, a

perpetual outlaw from the Mantuan terri-

tories. This extreme rigour was occasioned

by the assassination of his elder brother,

who, it was too certain, and indeed it was

admitted by him, fell by his hand. It was

in vain, however, that he pleaded igno-

rance of the person by whom he was at-

tacked, as he was one evening leaving the

house of a female, with whom he long se-

cretly carried bn an intrigue. Unfortu-

nately for Martuccio, it was known that

the two brothers bore an almost implac^Ie

enmity against each other; and conse-

quently the world conjectured that he had

taken the first plausible opportunity that

offered of getting rid of the only obstacle

which existed between himself and im-

mense riches; and, as assassinations were

most common where females were con-

cerned, he trusted that the loss of his bro-

ther
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ther (though he was actually ignorant who

his antagonist was, until after the fatal

stroke had been given ) would be attributed

to some of those numerous bravoes who

are hired upon the occasion. But of this

hope he soon found himself deprived ; the

murder had been seen bv one who knew

Martuccio well, but who was too late to

prevent it; and even the unfortunate vic-

tim himself lived long enough to recog-

nize his brother, who was not disguised

in the person of the assassin. It was with

the utmost difficulty that his disconsolate

father, bowed down with age and anguish,

could contrive his escape, lest he should,

in undergoing a proper punishment for his

crime, add a still greater disgrace to his

family, whose honour and probity had ever

been untainted, by the awful ceremony of

a public execution. Thus abandoned by

his nearest relatives, and shunned by those

whom he had esteemed his friends, he was

obliged to leave his native country, and

seek
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•seek in a foreign climate, that home \\hiili

^vas denied him in his own.
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31aNY, ai:d of various kinds, were the

adventures which for vears chequered the

life ol a being thus deserted ; but though

they were painful, yet they served to steel

his mind against the shafts of adversitv.

At length he fell into the hands o: a set

of banditti, the most ferocious o[ their

kind, who bade deHance to all laws, jjor

ever suffered a prisoner to escape, but

either obliged him to enter into their so-

ciety, or to bid an eternal adieu to iibertv,

or more frequently to life itself. Far dif-

ferent were the band with whom Martuccio

VOL. IV, B found
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found himself obliged to associate^ to those

whom Berthold had,, by management and

address, converted into being the protec-

tors of the country^ instead of its terror;

murder and rapine were the watch-words

of the former, mercy and security, of the

latter. The Castle of Mittewald, deserted

by its owners, was an object of attention

to these marauders ; and the superstition

with which it was beheld by the neigh-

bourhood, was favourable to their designs.

With indefatigable industry, joined to in-

telligence which they held with one of

their band, who had been ordered to en-

list himself beneath the banners of the

commandant at Mittewald, they had con-

trived an entrance into the northern part,

the opening of which into the country was

at so great a distance, and so concealed

by nature, that even if discovered, no one,

unconnected wi^ its contrivers, could

have imagined that it had aay connexion

with the Castle itself. Here for some

time Martuccio resided, until death, and

other
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Other accidents, had so reduced the ban-

ditti, as to oblige them, for their individual

safety, to separate and to leave the coun-

try. He was once more cast upon the

wide world, and, destitute of every re-

source, he resolved to return to Italy,

trusting that time, and the alteration which

his manner of life had made in his person,

would be a sufficient security from being

recognized; but a very short period put

an end to this hope. A few days after he

had entered the suburbs of Mantua, he

was startled by meeting a person whom he

instantly recognized as one of their for-

mer society at Mittcvvald. This man, pre-

vious to the dissolution of the band, which

however was no secret to him, had been

le^t for dead in an engagement witli some

I

travellers, and as he never returned to tlie

;

place of general rendezvous, they sup-

;

posed he was actually killed. Fortune,

I
however, had been more favourable to

j
him ; for an elderly peasant, who lived in

j

Ihe neighbourhood where this rencontre
-' B 2 had
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had taken place^ and who, although unseen

himself, had beheld the whole transaction,

no sooner found that both parties made a

precipitate retreat, leaving their dead as a

prey to the wild beasts of the forest, than,

actuated by a genuine feeling of humanity,

he hastened to discover if there were any

remains of life in the unfortunate being

who seemed to have paid the forfeit due

to his crimes. Upon raising him from the

ground, he found a slight pulsation, which

convinced him, that although life was not

quite extinct, yet that it hung upon a very

precarious balance; prompt assistance

might, however^ he thought, recover him ;

therefore laying him gently upon the

bank, having previously staunched his

wounds as well as he was able, he returned

to the cottage, which was at no great dis-

tance ; and having briefly told his son-in-

law the claims upon their humamty, they

both hastened to the assistance of the

wounded bandit, taking with them some

cordials he was fortunately possessed of,

and
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and every other article which they had that

could be of any assistance upon the occa-

sion. It was not the bandit who, perhaps,

but an hour before had been the terror of

their nearest frienclsj that they deemed

required their aid; no, it was a fellow-

creature in distress, and apparently in the

agonies of death, going, with all his sins

unrepented, to that '' bourne from which

no traveller returns,*' To their great joy

they found him so far recovered as to open"'

his eyes, which seemed to thank them for

their kindness, though his tongue denied

utterance for his thoughts : with some dif-

ficulty they conveyed him to the cottage,

where, by time and good treatment, his

wounds were healed, and his health re-

covered. His success in saving the life

of a fellow-creature gave the greatest sa-

tisfaction both to the old man and his son ;

but the reward they received was, in their

estimation, superior to thousands of silver

or of gold. As soon as the bandit found

himself sufBciently restored so as to con-

B 3 verse
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verse with his kind hosts, he took the op-

portunity of thanking his benefactors, in

terms so expressive and unexpected, as

even to bring tears down the furrowed

cheeks of age.—" It is not for my life

only/' said the bandit, '' that I thank you,

but that, under the guidance of Providencej

you are the blessed instruments of saving

my soul." Perceiving the astonishment

which his observation excited, he gave

them a brief account of the manner in

which he became forced to assume his late

mode of life, which he most solemnly as-

serted had alv.'avs been held in the highest

detestation by him ; he hoped, therefore,

that they would perfect the good work

which they had begun, by pointing out

io him some means of procuring an honest

livelihood, where he might have leisure to

repent of those deeds which necessity, and

the innate love of life, which on a refusal

would have been forfeited, had alone

forced him to carry into execution. It

might perhaps be difficult to determine

which
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^vhich of the parties experienced the

greatest satisfaction—the one in feeling

himself the unexpected instrument of

saving perhaps a soul hovering upon the

verge of perdition ; or the other, in

escaping from a set of men constantly

jealous of each other, and involved in

every species of wickedness ; added to

which, the happy prospect of a future

maintenance, proceeding from the efforts

of industry, and conducted by the precepts

of honour and honesty, was tendered for

iiis acceptance. The appeal made so

pointedly to the heart of the old man,

could not fail of producing the desired

efiecl, and the happy bandit was from that

instant an inmate of the family, and was

employed by the son-in-law of his bene-

factor in the superintendance of a large

manufactory, which, by his industry and

great attention, he had improved so much as^

at the time we now allude to, to have been

allotted an equal share of its profits. This

man it was who, recognizing Martuccio in

B 4 the
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the suburbs, silently followed hirn, until

finding ah opportunity, when they could

not be observed, he said

—

'' Although my
good fortune has long separated me from

the band we mutually belonged to, but

which I find is since dissolved, yet the oath

I once swore, of warning any individual of

any danger which threatens him, my con-

science tells me still exists. I am now in

affluence, and have long since known the

value of attaching myself to virtue, and

making it my guide ; it is even that prin-

ciple that now forcibly compels me to

save you, just hovering on the very pre-

cipice of destruction ; haste then. Mar-

tuccio, take this purse and fly instantly

;

your arrival in the suburbs is already

known, and before the morning dawns, the

prison of Mantua will for ever shut you

from the light of day ; your father is no

more, and your enemies triumph in the

possession of your fortune.*'

Having given this information, his old

comrade suddenly disappeared without

awaiting
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awaiting any reply; and Martuccio, to

Avhom all parts of the world were equal,

deemed it most prudent to take his advice,

since no where could he recognize the

voice of friendship.

In this disposition he arrived upon the

confines of the principality of Clagenfurth,

and having, with his usual art and caution,

made a minute inquiry into -he temper

and disposition of its inhabitants, he

thought that in the mind of Albert he

could perceive a disposition fluctuating

between hope and fear ; and that the

threats, and subsequent escape of Theo-

dore and Sternhein at the same time, as

it considerably embarrassed the chief, so

also it afforded a greater facility to him-

self of being not only useful, but even

absolutely necessary to him. For the

discernment of Martuccio easily perceived

that Albert, although he had achieved a

conquest that added a brilliancy to his

former laurels, was deficient in the art of

securing it in such a manner, as to recon-

B 5 ' cile
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cile the jarring interests, and regain the

affections of those whom his intemperate

fury had so justly disgusted. It has already

fceen seen in what a complete manner he

succeeded in the attainment of his wishes;

but as experience daily teaches mankind,

that even the most cautious, or the most

daring, cannot always withstand tempta-

tion, or maintain that strict guard over

their passions, which is so essentially ne-

cessary for the completion of their under-

takings, it was the fate of Martuccio to

add another example to the vanity of

mundane resolutions, when attacked by

the incitement of ambition, or by the

all-powerful passion of love, which, level-

ling all distinctions, boldly aims the same

deadly point at the prince and the peasant.

This subtile Italian had, upon his first

entrance into Clagenfurth, heard much of

the beauty of the widowed Princess ; and

although he was soon made acquainted

with the sentiments of Albert respecting

her^ and entered with the wily complacency

of
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of his character into all the views of his

abused master, with an eagerness that

placed his sincerity in the fairest point of

view^ yet he entertained sanguine, though

distant hopes, of being able to obtain her

for himself. The natural aversion which

he doubted not but that she must possess

for the conqueror, he deemed consider-

ably in his favour^ as he na.^urally sup-

posed it would be one meanS;, and that a

most powerful one, of delaying the hopes

of Albert for some length of time, during

which his future plans might be arranged,

so as to ensure him succc .s. At first the

resolutions of the chief to remove her to

some other place of security, threatened

to overturn the whole of his scheme; yet

on reflection, this impediment vanished by

the influence of the all-powerful resources

of his mind, and he resolved even to turn

it to his own advantage. The unsettled

-state of the principality he was aware

could produce no safe asylum for the

Princess; and to secure her without in-

E terruption^
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terruption, it must be to some distant spot

that it would be necessary to remove her.

He instantly recollected the deserted Castle

of Mittevvald, and was about to propose

it to Albert^ when fortunately, as he judged^

he became acquainted that it belonged to

him as an hereditary fief. This intelli-

gence caused him to pause^ and in some

degree to vary his plan. The Castle he

.well knew was the place of all others where

a concealment could be best observed^

and to him it was invaluable, as from his

former observations, he believed himself

to be in possession of secrets belonging

to it, which were unknown to any other

man ; still he wished to appear ignorant

that such a spot was in existence, and

that the proposal should come from Albert

himself; and even this his usual ingenuity

found the means of accomplishing.

But no sooner had he so artfully planned

the schem.e which was^ to place the Prin-

cess in the power of one whom he dared

to equal himself to as a rival, than he

4 turned
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turned his attention to the unsettled state

of the country, which he had every rea-

son to suppose would prevent the chief

from prosecuting his amour for the pre-

sent, by detaining him at Clagenfurth.

He well knew there were many ripe for a

revolt, and who wanted only a leader, to

declare themselves; these he secretly en-

couraged, and to this event he looked

forward as the time when he might realize

the idea which he had lately entertained,

and w^hich insensibly grew upon him, of

raising himself to the crown of Clagen-

furth, and by the possession of its late

Princess, give a plausible colour to the

enterprizes of the disaffected.

During the important journey from the

Convent of St. Veil to Mittewald Castle,

the foregoing ideas occupied the prin-

cipal part of his thoughts, although at

times others more decisive entered his

imagination ; and had it not been for the

presence of the monk in the first instance,

and the subsequent fortunate encounter

upon
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upon the heathy, which ultimately forced

him to take shelter in the cottage of Se-

bastian, he had nearly resolved to seize the

prize that fortune offered him, and convey

the unfortunate Princess far from the

knowledge of Albert, or her own power-

ful friends. But although he for some

time entertained such an intention, he

totally abandoned it while at the cottage

in the forest. The recognition between

Sebastian and Martuccio had been mutual,

as the former had originally belonged to

that set in which he himself had acted a

conspicuous part, and from private cir-

cumstances, he had no reason to think that

Sebastian would follow the example of his

Mantuan friend ; this made him more than

usually anxious to leave the cottage, as he

expected every instant to be detained by

his former colleague, in revenge for some

private injuries the latter had received at

his hands. By the dress of the two bro-

thers, he made no doubt but that they be-

longed to the troop, the soldiers of which

were
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w^ere rej3orted to be so completely civi--

lized by their captain, as to be the de-

fenders rather than the oppressors of in-

jured innocence, and had lost the dis-

graceful appellation in the mouths of the

neighbourhood, of Banditti, in the more

dignified one of the Society of Friends.

One word from the Princess would there-

fore undoubtedly have put a final career

to his progress, as he would most pro-

bably have been doomed by the rigid jus-

tice of Berthold to have expiated his

daring villainy against the person of the

Princess, by a perpetual imprisonment in

one of those dreadful dungeons, where

formerly every prisoner taken by the ban-

ditti in their excursions, were indiscri-

minately plunged, but which now were

solely used for the punishment of malefac-

tors : fearful therefore at being detected,

he hastened, as we have already related,

to place his charge according to the ori-

ginal plan, and trust to fortune for the rest.

As soon as he had left the Castle of

Mittewald,
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Mlttewald, upon his return to give nn

account of his success, so absorbed was he

in contemplating His future views, that he

had arrived upon the borders of the prin-

cipality before he was aware of it. Here

his attention was arrested bv a conversa-

tion which he casually heard at a house of

refreshment, where he purposed remain-

ing the night, and fortunately, as it proved,

he still continued his disguise.

" Well, comrade,*' said a soldier who

was just come in, '' this business was settled

without much bloodshed; D'Armfeldt is a

brave fellow, and so is that Courrt Von
Werdenbero-, and Theodore de Mountfort

:

-but who would have thought that Albert

would have given up his new conquest so

easily, or run away from his own troop's

even in the very heat of the engagement ?***

" Why, 'tw^as very odd," replied the

other ;
*' but the moment he saw that

bloody standard with the black raven on

it, he turned tail and rode off through his

ranks, as if pursued by a thousand furies ;

and
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and they say that he has never been heard

of since."

*' It's all very true, comrade; and as sure

as you are alive, the devil, or some of his

emissaries, have got him in their clutches.

Don't you remember, when some time

ago he killed the raven from the platform,

which had perched upon the battlements,

only because he croaked rather louder

than usual; but," (lowering his voice so as

scarcely to be heard, he added) "" as sure

as you are alive, there was something

more than common in that raven ; and I

do believe that it was the devil in disguise,

and now he comes again with the very

arrow sticking in him."

Such were the superstitious notions that

pervaded the understandings of the igno-

rant.

During these remarks, however, Mar-

tuccio sat in silent amazement ; he was

afraid to ask any questions, lest he might

betray the interest he had in ascertaining

the truth of such reports; every moment
his
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his situation became more irksome, a.^

every time that the soldiers looked to-

' wards him, his cowardly conscience sug-

p^ested that it was to discover who he w^a-s.

Unable, however, to bear such restraint

upon his patience, he ventured to inquire,

to what extent the reports which were

circulated in the neighbourhood might be

credited; adding, that it was his intention

to have visited Clagenfurth, to see a bro-

ther, from whom he had been long sepa-

rated, and who, he had lately heard, was in

the service of Albert ; *' but perhaps," said

he, in a careless manner. *' it will be more

prudent for me to postpone my journey

thither, as I should suppose the friends of

Albert are either so dispersed, or else are

so fearful of shewing themselves, as to ren-

der the discovery of an individual, not

conspicuous for rank, a task of some dif-

ficulty."

The soldiers, who were part of the Che-

valier D'Armfeldt's army, and who wxre

proud o[ the enterprize which they had

achieved;*
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achieved^ detailed the whole of the cir-

ciniistances to the disguised minister of

their late Prince, at the same time inform-

ing hiin, " that Clagenfurth itself was

more like a city that had enjoyed years of

uninterrupted prosperity, than one which

had twice, in so short a period, experi-

enced all the horrors of war; for so well

regulated are the ordinances of the Che-

valier D'Armfeldt, and the Count Von
Werdenberg, that every department know

their business, and all confusion is avoided,

\Ve^ should, however," continued they,

'' advise you, as you are a stranger, and a

friend of an officer belonging to the

Castle, unless necessity compels you, to

avoid entering the city at present, as all

strangers, of whatsoever condition they

may be, are most strictly examined at the

gates, and should the smallest suspicion

arise against them, they are kept confined

until such time as they can find a sufficient

security for their good conduct while re-

sident th.ere/'

^' Indeed,
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'' Indeed, my friends, I think I shall

take your advice ; for though J have no-

thing to fear, yet being, as you say, a

stranger, I may not be able to give such

answers a> may be perfecty satisfactory •

but say, how came the new governors to

be so very strict ?'*

" I am no politician/* said the soldier

who spoke before, " and therefore trouble

myself but little how the great people go

on ; but I can't help hearing what's said,

you know ; and so I hear that they want

to catch our Prince's late minister. Mar-

tuccio, I think they call him ; he has run

away with the Princess Adeline, they say

by Albert's order; however, there are large

rewards offered for him, dead or alive :

'twould be a noble prize, would it not,

comrade? if we could meet with him, it

would go hard if I lost sight of him again."

'"True," rejoined the other; " only

there is some little difficulty in the way,

as I believe we have never seen him ; have

you, comrade ?"

c< Why
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^^ Why that's true/* replied he; ''but

extraordinary things sometimes happen

when we least experience it. Come, let

us drink success to itj however^ that will

do us no harm : what say you, friend/'

said he, addressing Martuccio, '' will you

pledge us ?"

If the feelings of Martuccio had been

upon the rack before, the present conver-

sation was of a tendency to have given

him the co2ip de grace; scarcely knowing

what he did, he took the offered beverage,

and fearing to excite further suspicion,

made a virtue of necessity, and with more

energy than he thought it possible to as-

sume, he drank the proffered sentiment,

adding, '' May your success, my friends,

be equal to my wishes ; and now, since I

know what is going forward, perhaps I may
be able to give you some information^

which may lead you to obtain the wished

for prize/*

At this declaration the soldiers became

peculiarly attentive, and perceiving the

can
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can empty, they ordered it to be filled

agaiii;, as they thought the more the stran-

ger drank, the more communicative he

might be. Martuccio easily divined the

drift of their generosity, and as readily

appeared to acquiesce in their design

—

" Two days since/* began he, '' as I was

travelling from a village situated at the

foot of the Julian Alps, I overtook a

person who, as he seemed pursuing the

same tract as myself, I willingly joined,

hoping to alleviate the tedium of the

journey by company. He seemed I thought

rather inclined to avoid me, but as he

could find no plausible means of excusing

himself from continuing with me, at least

as far as our road lay together, and from

which there was no means of deviating

into any other tract, he gradually became

more sociable. I soon found that his

dress by no means corresponded with his

conversation ; the former was even infe-

rior to my own; yet there was an expres-

sion in his countenance that indicated he

had
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h:id seen better (lavs ; while his discourse,

instead of being csuited to the station of

life I supposed we were both in, was al-

most too refined and courtierlike for my

comprehension. At times I frequently-

observed him deep in meditation, as if his

mind had been employed upon business

of consequence ; this however passed off

until last night, when as usual we retired

to rest ; and whether it was from forget-

fulness, or that he had fallen unexpectedly

to sleep, I know not, but he omitted to

wn-np himself up in the coarse plaid which

he constantly wore, and which was by some

accident displaced. It was then that I be-

came convinced that my suspicions were

well-founded, and that he was a person of

more consequence than he appeared, for

his interior vest, which he had hitherto

mo^t carefully concealed, was such as I

have seen worn by people of the highest

rank ; and by his side also, which I now
first discovered, likewise hung a sword,

apparently of great value, as the hilt was

studded
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Studded with precious stones. My curi-

osity being so far satisfied, I resigned my-

self to sleep; but to my great surprise, on

rising the next morning, I found that my
travelling companion was gone; and upon

the table in the room where we slept, were

written these words

—

' Should you by

chance ever see me again, take no notice

that we have met before, neither mention

the circumstance to any one/ I confess

this rather surprised me, and I inquired

of our host if he knew where my late com-

panion w"as gone ? He answered I thought

in a prevaricating manner; but his hesita-

tion confirmed me in the suspicion, that

he knew him to be somebody of conse-

quence. Now, my friends, all this con-

sidered, I think the person I have men-

tioned could be no other than this Mar-

tuccio, and I firmly believe that our host

knew it ; so little time is passed, that he

cannot be far distant from hence, as T
J

make no doubt but that his intention was

to proceed to Clagenfurth; therefore if

vou
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you are alert, by the description I have

given yoiij you may stand a fair chance of

obtaining the prize ; for my ovvn part, I

^voiild willingly join you in the attempt,

but as I am disappointed in seeing my re-

lation, must hasten back to my family ;

so/' taking up the jug, ''success attendyou,"

His sentiment was cordially repeated, and

Martuccio, judging this a propitious mo-
ment for leaving" a company in which, not-

withstanding all his effrontery, he felt un-

usually embarrassed, shook his companions

by the hand, and hastily saying, '' farewell,''

immediately departed, leaving the soldiers

In some astonishment at the suddenness of

liis exit,

Thrir surprise however had no sooner

subsided, than the one who had taken a

verv trivial share in the foregoing conver-

sation started from his seat, exclaiming,

<» 1) n it, Ludovico, what two fools w^e

-are ! as sure as you are alive, tin's fellow

Avho ha? just left us is the very Martuccio

I iiimself, that we so much wished to meet

VOL. IV. c with ;
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with ; with what a plausible tale he cajoled

us [ Faith I half suspected he was some-

body in disguise ; but then he appeared

so tranquil and unconcerned, that I could

never have supposed him to have been the

villain who has ran away with and conceal-

ed the Princess Adeline; had we laid hands

on him, we should have made a fortune

sufficient to have made the remainder of

our lives comfortable."

*' Then why the devil do we stay loiter-

ing here ?'* exclaimed his comrade ;
" he

cannot be gone fiir; and if we are but

lucky enough to take the right road, we j

shall c^tch him yet.'* ?

Flushed with the renovated hope of re-

gaining their imaginary loss, their host was

instantaneo!!sly summoned, and having/
|

discharged their reckoning, they hurried

away big with the expectation. But Mar-

tuccio was a man not easily thrown off his

guard. The fallacy of the story which he

had so readily invented of himself, though

calculated to deceive an ignorant mind for

the
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the moment, would, he was convinced,

soon be discovered, whenever reflection

obtained an ascendancy over the first im-

pression. His life hung suspended by a

thread ; for if taken, so much had he ex-

cited the hatred of t\ie lower rank of people,

who gave him credit for. most of the ty-

rannic acts which had sullied the reign of

Albert, the sacrifice of it would be summary

and instantaneous. His fortitude, however,

did not forsake him in this emeri^ency, and

upon thic occasion he displayed it in an

eminent degree.

U|)on rushing out of the house where

he had left the soldiers, it occurred to him,

that although it was possible some time

might elapse before their suspicious were

roused, yet that, fatigued as he was, he

-should not be able to proceed to a distance

sufficient to ensure his safety from their

pursuit, should th-ey make the attempt. He

was well acquainted with the neighbour-

hood, as, being at no great distance from

Clagenfurth, he had frequently made ex-

c 2 cursions
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cmsions thither, and as his mind was al-

ways active, he had made such observations,

which at the time was merely the result of
^

habit, but were now likely to prove of the >

most essential service to him. He had

taken particular notice of many cavities,

formed apparently by nature, and which

his curiosity had prompted him to examine.

Many of these were very intricate, and no

less curious ; they were constructed also

in such a manner as to render an entrance

filmost impossible, if defended by one re-

solute man. One of these was fortunately

within a short distance of the house which

he had left, and it happened that he had'

previously examined it, so that he was well

acquainted with the convenience it aflbrd-

cd him in his present hazardous dilemma.

It was situated in a direct opposite tract

from the common road, a circumstance

which he naturally judged would be in his

favour, as the soldiers would probably sup-

pose that a man who wished to escape from,

a pursuit^ would make the best of his way

until

i
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tinlil he thought himself out of danger.

But this was by no means the intention of

Martuccio^ who^ after having foi lowed ihe

common tract for some time, turned aside,

and, sheltered by the immense thickness of

the boundary hedges, cautiously crept back-

and reached the cavern undiscovered, which

liC entered, almost exhausted by the fa-

tigue which the uncommon exertions he

had made occasioned. A cordial with which

he always took care to be supplied,. as a^

few dro[>s only were a most powerful re-

storative, gave considerable relief to his

harrassed frame, and as he felt himself in

comparative safety, he employed his mind

in sketching out his future plans.

To his discernment it is more than pro-

bable that Martuccio owed his safety, as-

the soldiers, when they had recovered their

astonishment, made every haste in their

power, by following him on that road

which they thought it most reasonable he

would pursue. Fortunately, although un-

known to himself, he had dropped some

c 3 trifling
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1
trifling part of his dress, just before he left

the direct parh ; this was recognized by

them, and materially served to deceive them

into the opinion that they were advancing

upon him. They accordingly per.evered

"vvith greater spirit ; neither did they begin

to entertain any suspicion that they might

again be deceived, until the approach of

right warned them of the inutility of per-

sisting in their adventure any longer. But

it was with considerable reluctance that

they gave up their golden prospects; dis-

pirited, therefore, at their defeat, and hav-

ing: no business which oblio^ed them to re-

turn to the cottage which they had left,

they rested themselves at the first village

they saw, cursing their ill fortune, that in

the first instance had so blinded their fa-

culties, and had afterwards led them such

a fruitless chace.

While Martuccio remained in his tem-

porary concealment, his active mind was

not only employed in canvassing his future

plans, but also in contemplating the ex-

traordinary
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traordinary changes which in so short a

space of time had taken place in the for-

tunes of Albert, It was evident, that with

the fall of his chief, all his own high-raised

hopes were in one instant levelled to the

ground ; but although his ambition had

received so severe a shock, his desire of

possessing the Princess Adeline was increas-

ed. He felt no compunction in becoming^

a traitor to his master ; that master was now

a fugitive, proscribed, and a reward public-

ly offered for his head. The oiitrage which

he had committed against the remains of

the late Prince of Clagenfurth, had entirely

alienated the regard of those chiefs of the

empire who, previous to that event, had

been his friends and allies. The dereliction

of these, joined to the hereditary power of

the house of De xVlountfort, which was little

inferior to that of the Emperor himself^,

deprived Albert of every asyltim in the

German dominions; but still the Castle of

Mittewald might afford him a temporary

if not a permanent retreat, if he could

c 4 reacb
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reach it undiscovered, ^ind there (distrac-

tion was in the thought) a rev;ard -^vas

awaiting him far richer than empire itself,

the lovejy Adeline. Tltese ideas rapidly

crossed the mind of Martuccio, and he in-

stantly determined upon his plan of action.

Leaving his concealment, as he thought all

danger from his late companions was at an

end, he hastily retraced his steps, in the

hope of arriving at the Castle be Tore hi&

late chief, who, he made no doubt, would

make the same attempt. Anxious to arrive

at the destined spot, he allowed himself but

little time for rest, and the shades of night

frequently beheld the daring traveller un-

dauntedly braving its utmost horrors. His

eagerness in some measure defeated itself.

Nature could not support the violent exer-

tion, and a friendly cottage gave him shel-

ter, during an illness which threatened ex-

istence itself. Fearful that by the delay

this had occasioned, Albert ^vould have
"

gained the advantage over him, not *

even the experience which he had lately

received
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received was able to cheek his impetuosity ;

and scarcely could he be deemed conva-

lescent when he recommeneed his journeya

One morning in particular was so uncom-

monly sultry^ as to oblige him to rest du-

ring the extreme prevalence of the sun.

Feeling a lassitude occasioned by his late

illness^ he unconsciously fell into a calm

undisturbed sleep ; and either fatigue, or

the violence of the heat, had such an effect,

that he did not awake until its last rays had

sunk beneath the western horizon. Sur-

prised and vexed^ at having lost so rnucti^

time, when every moment seemed an age,,

he determined upon pursuing his journeys

during the night. As soon, therefore, as-

he deemed himself secure from the obser^

vation of any of the peasants returning^

from their daily labour, or the more hardy

hunter, he set forward. The m.oon rose

unclouded, and promised to afford him a

welcome assistance ; but so absorbed was

he in thought, that the gradual decrease of

her brilliancy escaped his observation, until

g5- Me-
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he became involved in total darkness. A
secret horror stole upon the mind of Mar-

tuccio, as he contemplated the unexpected

change. His ideas became confused, and

losing that self-possession which in general

he was eminently master of, he attributed

to a supernatural power a change which

was the sole effect of nature itself. The

howling of the wolves in the adjacent

forest, through which his road lay, contri- |

buted still further to unhinge his mind,

and at length so far overpowered his fa-

culties, as to banish all recollection of the

tract which led him to the Castle of Mitte-

wald. In this untoward dilemma he wan-

dered most part of the night, and on the

first appearance of day, he found himself

in a part of the country with which he

was totally unacquainted. This discovery

plunged him into fresh difficulties, as, if the

information which he had received from

the soldiers was correct, and he had addi-

tional reasons to conclude that it was, it

would be dangerous for him to make any

particular

I

i
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particular inquiries ; but although this cir-

cumstance gave him some uneasiness, the

additional delay occasioned by his devia-

tion from the right road was of much more

consequence to him^ as, which was now;

probable, should Albert arrive at the Castle

previous to himself, his intended enter-

prise would be rendered more difficult, if

not entirely futile.

While his thoughts were thus seriously

employed in canvassing the manner by
which he could with the greatest safety ex-

tricate himself from the difficulties in which:

he was involved, he perceived a female at

I some distance ; it immediately occurred to

; him, that no danger would arise from mak--^

ing son^e inquiries of her, more particu-

larly as her dress denoted her to be of a

irank superior to the common peasantry of

I the country. He accordingly hastened to-

wards her; but the terrified Alphonsine^

for it was the lovely daughter of the Che-

"valier De Rottenberg whom chance threw

Ml his way^ fled, affi'ightened at his appear-

> c 6. ance.
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ance. Anxious to be relieved from the

disagreeable predicament he lay under, and

unaware of the terror he excited^ Martuc-

cio, as already related, pursued her. Ills

hasty retreat, however, was not occasioned

by the sight of Berthold ; he was totally

unknown to him, and he would probably

have hazarded an explanation of his mo-

tives for following Alphonsine, had not

Albert suddenly emerged from the cavern

in which he had concealed himself. Al-

though disguised, his commanding form

"was readily recognized by the administra-

tor to his pleasures ; and to a mind less de-

praved than that of Martuccio, the recog-

nition would have proved a source of in-

finite happiness. To pour the balm of

i:omfort into the wounded heart of a friend,

is to the man of true virtuous principles

the acme of felicity ; but the soul of that

specious hypocrite, Martuccio, nurtured in

vice, disclaimed all knowledge of friend-

ship, except when his cwn interests w^ere

concerned; then would the honeyed ac-

cents
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cents of flattery flow from his tongue with

irresistible eloquence, but so artfully con-

cealed by the most refined subtilty, as to

blind the unsuspicious victim of his de-

ceit, and make even his virtues administer

food to his ambitious appetite. Ke was

well aware, that had he discovered himself

to his disguised chief, his reception would

probably have been moreafTectionate than

ever, as the same misfortune bound them

in the same chain, and the same interest of

conceahnent operated equally upon both.

A half-formed villain might have fell into

the snare, and without looking to the fu-

ture, have eagerly embraced the present

opportunity of mutual assistance; but the

ideas of Martuccio, quick in comprehen-

sion, embraced imore enlarged prospects.

With Albert he must still remain the sub-

servient minion ; without him, perhaps at

no vcrv distant time, he mi;;bt become his

master; at all events, should he discover

himself, Adeline would probably be lost to

him for ever. Such were the ideas that

prompted
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prompted the instantaneaus retreat of Mar-

tuccioj the moment he descried Albert has-

tening to the assistance of the terrified

Alphonsine; but although he contrived to

secrete himself from his view^ and success^

fully eluded the search which was after-

wards made for hinij yet he cautiously re-

connoitred the steps of his late chief, con-

vinced that his intended destination was

ultimately similar to his own. He knew

that when he came within a certain dis-

tance, he could with ease penetrate into

the interior of the Castle before Albert

could obtain admittance within the gates.

He accordingly followed all his motions^

until he arrived at the village above men^

tiontd, and the delay which Albert volun-

tarily occasioned by remaining there, gave

him full leisure to execute his projects^

We have before observed that Martuccio

had formerly belonged to an association of

banditti, who had made the deserted part

of the Castle of Mittewald their occasional

residence, and that the entrance used by

these
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these depredators was entirely unknown to

any but those of the society, and indeed

was at so great a distance from the walls of

the Castle, as no one, even should it be

accidentally discovered, could possibly

suspect that it led to the interior of so

massy a pile of building. This was well

known to Martuccio, and as many years

had elapsed since the band had been dis-

persed, he litlle doubted but that it was

totally forgotten.

The curiosity of Martuccio during his

residence at the Castle, while connected

with the banditti, had not been solely con-

fined to the northern apartments; fre-

quently in disguise, well calculated to ter-

rify curiosity, if by chance he was observ-

ed, he wandered over the whole building,

and by dint of perseverance he discovered

many secret avenues, and entrances into

different apartments^ which, from jtheir ap-

pearance alone, it was evident had never

been made use of during the memory of

the present race. Indeed they were so

inimitably
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inimitably concealed, that nothing but the

minutest scrutiny, joined to extraordinary

good fortune, could possibly have enabled

any one to have penetrated the mystery.

Immediately as Martuccio perceived Al-

bert to have entered the village, he hasten-

ed to a secret path in the mountains, which-

led to the unknown entrance; it was situ-

ated in the thickest part of some under-

wood, apparently impervious to any living;

being, but the wild inhabitants of the forest,

as even those who were acquainted with

it were obliged to crawl upon their hands

and knees for some considerable way. From

the entrance to the place where it emerged

within the Castle, the passage w<is nearly a.

mile, the whole formed vvlth the utmost

care under ground. He liad taken care to

provide himself vnth the materials for strik-

ing a light, and orher necessaries; and so

elated was he at the prospect of success,

that he in some measure relaxed from his

usual caution ; this, and his eagerness to

anticipate thearrival of Albert at the Castle,

and
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Ltid to obtain possession of Adeline pre-

vious to his entering the gates^ occasioned

hi.n to overlook many minutia, which

would have damped the courage of his en-

ierprise, by pointing out that others had

lately trod the dreary path. But this cir-

cumstance escaped his observation, and

•with much less difficulty than he expected,

he gained t'ne interior of the northern

apartments. He knew that when he last

left the Castle^, after having consigned his

charge to Roberto, the Princess occupied

the suite of apartments which joined to

the deserted wing. They had been selected

for her by her kind friend, as being not

only more suited to the rank of the Prin-

cess, but likewise more pleasant, as the

view from them was the most exten-

sive, as well as the most beautiful of any

that could be seen from thence. But so

short is human foresight, that frequently

the means which are intended to be most

conducive to our happiness, prove the

source of our misery. Such was the fate-

which
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which the unfortunate Adeline was soon

destined to experience. Martuccio was

aware, that to ensure complete success, no

time was to lost. He accordingly, after

having traversed the northern apartments,

hastened towards the corridor, into which,

by one of those secret pieces of mecha-

nism, so frequently made use of in the

earlier ages, a door concealed from all ob-

servation, opened into the room to which

the Princess, after her last interview with

Roberto, had retired. As he trod silently

along the dreary passage, a distant sound

arrested his attention ; it seemed as if it

was occasioned by the letting down of the

drawbridge ; for a few moments he paused

and listened ; again the same sound miir-

mtired along the vaulted roof, and con-

vinced him that Albert was on the point of

entering the Castle ; instant decrsion was

necessary; hrs happiness, nay his life was

at stake, for he doubted not but that the

impatience of his chief, equally with his

own, would lead him instantly to the pie-

sence
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sence of the Princess, where, if the celerity

of his motions did not prevent, he mij^ht

be found, and necessarily fall a inst sacrifice

to the fury of his injured master. Eagerly

he touched the secret spring, the pannel

immediately yielded to the compression,

and Adeline once more became in the

power of the mc^t unprincipled of man-

kind. A temporary insensibility prevented

her from kno'.ving the extent of her mis-

fortune, neither did she recover until some

time after she had been placed by Martuc-

cio in the vaulted dungeon. So rapidly

had the enterprise been undertaken, that

he had formed no fixed plan of action,

neither had he considered as to the place

where he should convey his matchless prize.

The arrival, however, of Albert so speedily,

determined him to leave the Castle at once,

while his victim remained in the stale of

insensibility, occasioned by the shock

which she had received, and to convey her

through the secret passage to the exterior

of the wallSj when, free from the danger of

immediate
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immediate pursuit^ he could arrange his

present confused ideas, and act as circum-

stances might point out. To this decision

he was principally led by his knowledge

of Albert's disposition^ who, he waS cer-

taii>, would, in ^defiance of superstitious

terrors, caus-: every part of the Castle U-

be most minutely examined, in which ease^

notwithstanding his superior knowledge of

the various places of concealment in that

extensive range of buildings, yet chance

inighti betray him ; but in the possession

of Adeline he deemed all other difiiclilties

trivial, and easy to be overcome ; nay, he

even entertained the presumptuous hope,

that when permitted to explain his motives

for the commission of an act apparently

of such violence, he should prove himself

to have been acHiated by a real and sincere-

regard for her. Such were the primary

intentions of Martuccia ; but the guardian

genius of the Princess had not entirely de-

serted her, and he felt himself compelled

by unforeseen circumstances, to defer his

intended
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intended departure from the Castle, and to

run \'he risk of a temporary concealment

in one of the most retired and secret dun-

geons.

While the traitor was hastening with his

insensible victim through the avenues lead-

ing to the outlet^ a noise like that of re-

treating footsteps struck his ear; suddenly

he stopped and listened ; all however was

quiet, and he conjectured that his fancy

had misled him; resuming his pace, he had

proceeded but a few steps ere the sound

again reached him : and to add to his terror,

a flash, as if of a distant light, crossed in

the direct line he was going. For a mo-

ment he v;as incapable of actiori ; in the

-situation, however, of the 1 riucess, he dared

not brave a discovery, as her first return of

sensibility would inevitably betray his base

designs^ and effectually bar every hope of

working upon her credulity; the dungeons,

therefore, were his only resource, and

thither, as has been observed^ he hastily

conveyed her.

In
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In this solitary abode, as it was at the

very extremity of the northern wing, he

trusted that the Princess would escape the

search which Albert^ he was convinced,

would cause to be made for her. We have

seen the reluctance with which he found

himself obliged to adopt this measure ; it

was, however, the only one that presented

itself to his imaginaHon on so great an

emergency, and he now summoned all his

faculties to render it efiectual. His first

consideration was the restoration of the

Princess; and as he had taken the precau-

tion of providing himself with some cor-

dial of a peculiar efficacy, he attempted

to pour a few drops of it down her throat;

the action revived her, and by degrees she

was recovered from the faintness which

oppressed her. At first she gazed wildly

around her, as if doubting the evidence of

her senses, until casting her eyes towards

her companion, she, by the glimmering

light of the torch with which he was pro-

vided, recognized the features of the de-

tested
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rested Martiiccio. Upon the recovery of

her recollection, she had arisen from the

cold stone upon which she had been placed,

but sunk again upon it^ with a degree of

horror in her countenance that fully ex-

pressed the sentiments of her heart, upon

encountering the visage of her persecutor.

Martuccio, who dreaded the consequen-

ces of any serious opposition from her,

more particularly when the lare extraordi-

nary event, which prevented him from pur-

suing his ojiginal intention, was unaccoun-

ted for, had formed a tale, which, from its

plausibility and affected candour, he flatter-

ed himself v^ould prove successful ; throw-

ing himself upon his knees, he deprecated

her resentment in the most humble terms,

and requested her to suspend those unfa-

vourable thoughts, which he perceived she

entertained of hira, until she had heard the

motives which obliged him to act as he had

done, assuring her that it was entirely to

j

secure her safety which had obliged him to

take such unwarrantable steps; and that if

terror
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terror at his first appearance had not caused

a deprivation of sense, he should have ex-

plained every circumstance before he dared

to have removed her from her own apart-

ment ; but that as ruin was approaching

\vith the most rapid strides, he had no al-

ternative. He then proceeded to relate

the sudden change in the prosperity of

Albert, together with his arrival at the

Castle, and of his fixed determination of

obliging her to consent to his aspiring

wishes, either bv entrcatv or force, it be-

]ng the only consolation now left him,

which could make amends for the loss of

power and dominion. Perceiving that the

Princess listened with some attention, he

endeavoured to persuade her that remorse

for the treacherous part which he had taken

against her, had so powerfully operated

iTp@n his mind, as to determine him in as-

sisting to procure her an escape from a fate

she had so much reason to dread, and to

restore her to those who had the power to

protect her, and who were employing every

means
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means that could be suggested In the dis-

covery of the place of her concealment.

He then proceeded to inform her, that it

had been his intention to have left the

Castle immediately, by a way known, he

had believed, only to himself, and by which

he had entered unmolested, but that some

peculiar appearances during their passage

through the avenues, had obliged him, for

their mutual safety, to postpone his inten-

tions, until he was certain that they alone

were the sole inhabitants of the vaulted

' dungeons. From the search of Albert he

assured her he had little- .o dread ; and the

moment he had ascertained the obstruction

which he had met with, he would convey

her in safety far beyond the precincts of

the Castle.

I

During this long and insidious harangue,

h the mind of Adeline had time to recover

jits equilibrium; and although she by no

i means believed his assertions, yet fatally

convinced that in her present situation she

was totally in his power, prudence whis-

. VOL. IV, D pered



50 THE BLACK BANNER.

pered an apparent acquiescence^ rather

than irritate him by well-merited reproaches

for his double perfidy, first to herself, and

then to the chief who had loaded him with

favours, which, although he was totally un-

deserving of them, merited a more honour-

able return. The hint which he gave, that

others might inhabit that part of the Castle,

far from exciting her terror, renewed those

hopes which had almost been annihilated ;

she however carefully concealed her sen-

timents; but perceiving that he expected

some answer to the excuses which he had

just made for his conduct, with a dignified

mien, that even among the horrors that sur-

rounded them, struck awe into the heart of

the arch hypocrite, she thus addressed him : |

" Having once been deceived by a tale

as plausible as the one I have now heard,

can Martuccio entertain so mean an opi-

nion of the understanding of the Princess

of Clagenfurth, as to believe that she will
]

a second time become his dupe, and readily

give credit to a fabrication which the events i

of.
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of the moment have forced him to adopt?

I well know that at present I am in yout

power, an acquisition obtained by an act

of the deepest infamy. Albert is my enemy

;

nor are there any means w^hich I can adopt

with honour, that I would not chearfully

embrace to escape from his power : but

although Albert is 7117/ enemy, he was the

friend, the bosom friend of Martuccio, to

whom all his secrets were known, and who

had, in the most solemn manner, sworn an

inalterable attachment to him; yet this boast-

ed friend deserts him at a moment when a

reverse of fortune (at least if I may trust to

the information) claims from him a more

than common regard; and still not content

with deserting him, when pity and com-

passion should'urge a greater attention, he

adds to the enormity of his ingratitude, by

secretly entering the sole retreat left in

which he could conceal himself, and basely

depriving him of an object which he

esteemed a recompence for all his past

, misfortunes,"

D ^2 '' Would
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" Would the Princess," hastily inter-

rupted Martuccio, '' wish to be restored to

the protection of Albert?"

Adeline remained for a few moments

silent, while Martuccio watched every turn

of her varying countenance with the most

scrutinizing gaze, as if to penetrate her.

most secret thoughts. But recovering her-

self from her hesitation, which the ques-

tion she looked upon as insidious occa-

sioned, she continued

—

'' Although Albert

has been the destroyer of every tie that

rendered life of value, and not content

vrith having committed so cruel an out-

rage, still pursues me with a passion which i

must ever appear most odious, yet he would
|

blush at a dishonourable action : to avoid

him, to escape from his power, is my sincere

wish ; yet to owe that escape to Martuccio,

is an evil far superior, in my estimation, to

remaining within the walls of the Castle of

Mittewald, even though inhabited by Al-

bert himself."

The brows of Martuccio became con-

tracted
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fracted at this open avowal of her detesta-

tion ; and his savage countenance indica-

ted the fury which he endeavoured to re-

strain within his own breast ; the Princess

instantly observed the change, and felt sen-

sible that she had departed from the tem-

perate line of conduct which she had pre-

scribed herself to observe ; but she scorned

to retreat, and waited with patience the

bui*sting of the storm. But this wily hypo-

crite had a greater command over his pas-

sions^ and after a momentary suffusion, his

visage assumed its accustomed placidity.

Taking advantage of a pause in the con-

versation, he suddenly seized the hand of

the astonished Princess, exclaiming, '' Most

adored of women, never, never will Mar-

tuccio restore his lovely prize to the fugi-

tive Albert, while existence remains. Know,

Madam, that from the first moment I beheld

you, I loved with a flame as ardent and as

pure as that degraded chieftain
—

'tis love

alone which has made me a traitor/* He
was proceeding in a strain of the highest

D 3 rhapsody.
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rhapsody, v/hen Adeline, whose surprise

was so great as scarcely to be conscious

that he held her hand in his, recovered her

self-possession, and wifh a look of ineffable

disdain, while " insolent'* trembled on

her tongue, she snatched it from him. But

Martucrio was not of so temporizing a

disposition as to be easily repelled

—

—" Why, lovely Adeline," exclaimed he,

at the same time attempting to take her

hand a second time, which she again with-

drew with indignation, *' why arm those

eyes, formed only to inspire the most ec-

static bliss, with terror ? Why shrink from

the touch of a man who would, nay, who

does perhaps at this very moment, risk his

life to preserve your's ; or, what is more

precious, your honour ? Martuccio, Ma-

dam, whatsoever his other vices may be, is

no ravisher ; he is not an Albert, whose

passions, once roused, you have already too

fatally experienced, are not to be restrain-

ed, even by a motive which frequently curbs

the most violent—policy. His declarations

respecting
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respecting yourself have always been con-

sistent ; and if his heart recoiled not, when

he devoted even religion to destruction ; if,

while inexorable to his suit, you had still re-

mained within the consecrated walls of St.

Veil, can you suppose that the trifling impe-

diments which obstruct him here, where

he reigns supreme, will prevent the accom-

plishment of his wishes ? No, Madam, be-

lieve me, flight is your only resource, and

in me you shall find one both willing and

able to rescue you from the dangers which

are rapidly closing around you. I have

long, Madam, regretted the life my unto-

ward fortunes have compelled me to lead ;

and although many females have occasion-

ally caught my attention, yet I can safely

swear I never truly loved until I beheld the

Princess of Clagenfurth; neither was it

her beauty only, though eminently conspi-

cuous, that attracted me; the serenity of

those virtues which frequently made me
shrink within myself, while conducting you

to this Castle, first impressed upon my mind

D 4 the
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the immeasurable distance between consci-

ous virtue and conscious guilt. Complete,

therefore, the work of which those virtues

have laid the foundation ; deign to smile

upon my pretensions, and you will have

the merit of restoring to the more valuable

part of society, a man too long separated

from it by accidents which it was not in

his power to prevent. Let not the Prin-

cess, however, imagine that she would be-

stow her regard upon one whose birth would

degrade her. Had vanity a share in my
composition, the genealogists of Italy could

prove a lineal descent from the most noble

of its houses, although the immense riches

\vhich they once possessed are itow no

longer in existence. But I will not insult

the Princess of Clagenfurth with such trivial

arguments, but trust that to herself alone

I shall be indebted for the prospect of fu-

ture success."

Adeline listened to this declaration in

Silence; indeed, circumstanced as she was^

she knew not how to act. Her mind, edu-

cated
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IL caled in the principles of the sternest vir-

tue, felt an horror at having recourse to

hypocrisy, and by giving future hope, to

fun the risk of deliverance, before any se-

rious attempt against her could be put in

: practice. But even could she bring her-

, self to act in this manner, was it, she thought,

probable that a man skilled in the deep-

est lore of that detestable vice, would be-

come a dune to such flimsv art ? Without
J. J

a friend to advise her, or without a flatter-

ing prospect of escape either Way, she felt

her spirits sink, overpowered by mental

agony. Martuccio, who had carefully watch-

ed every turn of her countenance, saw the

-. transition, and pouring out some of the

cordial, which had before proved so effica-

cious, she drank it without opposition.

The good effects of its reviviscent qualities

were instantaneous, and the readiness with

- which she had accepted his assistance gave

great pleasure tc Martuccio, who, accost-

ing her will; more tenderness than he had

hitherto assumed ( for he really loved her

D 5 as
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as sincerely as one of his disposition could

be supposed to cherish that passion), he

repeated his solemn assurances of treating

her with every due respect, if she would

consent a second time to trust to his guid-

ance.— '* Alas !" replied Adeline, " why

ask what, in my present situation, I am un-

able to refuse? I am in your power; but

rest assured, whatever fate may have in

store for me, these widowed arms receive

no second husband. If Martuccio will call

those germs of virtue which were born with

him into action, but which have been con-

cealed by a vicious education, and be the

happy instrument of restoring the Prin-

cess of Clagenfurth to her anxious friends,

not only an oblivion of past events shall

repay the obligation, but riches, honours,

and every glorious prospect that can allure

ambition, shall reward my deliverer ; and

I trust that the word of any branch belong-

ing to the family of De Mountfort, is a

pledge suiiicient for the security of the per-

formance of their promise.*'

Every

I
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Every word that the Princess uttered was

carefully attended to by Martuccio ; he

was by no means the dupe of her artifice,

but he had the satisfaction of perceiving

by the tenor of her discourse, that she

would rather confide in him than trust hcF

person in the possession of Albert ; and

alihough the hopes which this discovery

raised were but faint, yet still so eager is

a lover to believe what he wishes to have

realized, that he by no means despaired of

ultimate success, especially as he had de-

termined upon that mode of conduct to-

wards her which he flattered himselfwould

inspire her with greater confidence. His

chief object at the present moment was to

get clear of the walls, as a discovery, either

from Albert, or the supposed intruders^

might be equally fatal. He therefore, but

in the mildest terms, reurged his former

arguments, to irvduce .her to trust herself

to his care, assuring her that he would no

tnore offend her by hinting: iiis passion.,

until time should have softened the just

D 6 indignation
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indignation which she felt for his former

duplicity, although he could not avoid

looking forward to it as the ultimatum of

his happiness and ambition.

The Princess^, sensible that she had no

alternative of escaping from Albert with-

out the assistance of Martuccio, whereas

many unforeseen circumstances might oc-

cur to disengage her from the latter, when

free from the power of the former, made

no reply, but inquired what the measures

were which he had purposed adopting to

ensure their escape ? Martuccio had, in a

cursory manner, mentioned the impedi-

ment which had detained them ; but now

that she might in some measure be con-

vinced he wished not to deceive her, he

thought it most prudent to explain the

whole, as well as the circumstances would

admit, together with his suspicions respect-

ing ^them. He accordingly began by re-

lating the history of the banditti, who, many-

years prior to that time, had inhabited the

deserted apartments, and by these means

4 had
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had raised the reports which had occasioned

the people to avoid that part of the build-

ing, deeming it the residence of superna-

tural agents.

This was a circumstance very desirable

to that ferocious band, as they [elt assured

their retreat would not be molested— '' It

was my misfortune,'* continued Martuccio,

*' to be attacked, when travelling over these

mountains, by a detachment of this horde ;

the servants who were with me, except

one, fell in my defence; and this poor

wretch, together with myself, received so

many wounds, as to render either escape,

or any further resistance possible; we were

consequently bound, and brought to this

Castle, by a well-concealed passage, known

only to themselves. Contrary to their

usual custom, they dressed our v/ounds, and

paid us such attention as our situation would

admit of. Men of all trades and all sciences

belonged to their association, so that sur-

geons, the most necessary of any in such a

community, were not wanting. I confess

I was



62 THE BLACK BANNER,

I was much surprised^ after the severe and

sanguinary attack which they had made on

us, to find myself treated in a manner so

attentive ; and I was in hopes, that when

1 became perfectly convalescent, I should

be permitted to pursue my journey, as they

had plundered me of all my property, which

was a considerable booty. Alas ! my dream

of expectation was soon dissolved, and, to

my great sorrow, I was made acquainted

with the motives which had induced them

to act so contrary to their usual custom, by

administering relief to my wounded ser-

vant and myself.

'' The captain of the banditti had re-

marked the intrepidity with which we

had sustained the attack made upon us,

and as our resistance had cost them the

lives of several of their bravest men, it was

resolved, that as we were young and mus-

cular, we should remain with them, as a

supply for those our bravery had deprived

them of. No sooner, therefore, had the

surgeon v/ho attended us reported our

convalescence
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convalescence to the captain, than we were

ordered to attend a <]:eneral meetincr. The

whole of the troop, except the necessary

guards, whom they always posted at the

outlets to prevent surprise, were present

;

and never were beheld a set of counte-

nances more ferocious than those who were

collected together upon the occasion.

The captain^ alter having for some time

expatiated upon their mode of life, the

pleasures they enjoyed, and various other

subjects, which it is unnecessary to enu-

merate, informed us, that the society, im-

pressed with an high idea of oar bravery,

had unanimously resolved to dispense with

their general usage towards prisoners who
had resisted, and caused the death of any

of their associates, in our favour; and that

instead of revenging their loss by retalia-

tion, they permitted us to enter into the

bond of their society. Perceiving that I

was on the point of addressing him, he

hastily exclaimed, in a tone that enforced

obedience, ' Be silent until I have explain-

ed
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ed the destiny that awai-ts yon.* He then

more fully informed me of their general

custom towards prisoners who were woun-

ded, as well as those who, through imbe-

cility, or other causes, were unable to per-

form such duties as was required of them;

concluding in an accent most impressive^

' Rem.ember that our word is fate, and that

our decision is as inviolable as the boasted

lav.'s of the Medes and Persians; nor can it,

when once given, so strongly are w^e bound

by an oath taken in the most solemn man-

ner that can be devised, ever be broken in

favour of any individual. Two things alone

i\re oiTered to your choice, either to be-

come members of the society, wlio have

honoured you by their adoption, or suffer

instant death—one word, ' yes,' or ' no,' is

all that is allowed you, and determines

your fate.*

*' Eefore I could scarcely collect my
thoughts, I perceived the carbines of the

whole band pointed at myself and my un-

fartunate servant^ who was placed at some

distance
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distance from we, ready to execute the

general decree. What could I do ? death

stared me in the face, and I felt assured

that they wculd inflict it, as menaced.

Alas ! I had too soon a dreadful certainty

that my presentiment did not deceive me.

Scarcely had the fatal ^es escaped my lips,

before thesound of carbines echoed through

the vaulted apartment, and, looking round,

I perceived my fai thful servan t drop, pierced

by a number of balls. Whether the dread

of being immured alive occasioned his

hasty fate, I know not ; for, as v/e had fre-

quently communications together during

our illness, concerning the measures we

should pursue, he had ever betrayed the

greatest dread of being forced to remain

there; but whatever his motives were, I

felt that my compliance had saved my life;

and the captain, by a most expressive look,

seemed to tell me, that the scene I had

witnessed was an ample proof that his

threats were not merely intended to inti-

midate. Not the least notice, however, wa

taken
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fttken of (his execution, or nny comments

made upon it ; the body was immediately

removed, and I was summoned to take the

usiia! oath'^. The sanguinary scene of which

I bad so lately been the witness, had made

me quite an automaton in their hands ; I

dared not make any comments upon the

past, and dreaded equally to inquire con-

cerning the t\]ture. I will not^ however,

shock the ears of delicacy and sensibility,

by a description of what passed at the ce-

remony of my initiation, which, though of

a nature most horrid, was at the same time

so impressive upon the mind of the initi-

ated, as to force it to a strict observance of

the engagement entered into.

*' Several years passed away without a

possibility of my escaping, particularly as

I in time became of so much consequence,

as to arrive at the rank of second in com-

mand. In this capacity I had more fre-

quent opportimities of examining almost

the whole of the Castle, and found it con-

tained secrets of a most v/onderful nature;

far
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for though artfully concealed, there Is not

a room in the whole extent of the building,

whether the inhabited part or not, which

does not communicate by secret avenues

one with another; many of these were well

known to the whole society, but the know-

ledge of the principal ones, particularly

such as join the northern apartments to the

others, are, I believe, confined to my own
breast; certain, indeed, am I, that none of

my former associates were acquainted with

them,

" A severe engagement which took place

between us and a superior force, at length

• so ruined our society, that the few who

escaped with their lives, which, except my-

self, were only three, were obliged to fly

the country for ever. To me it was a most

welcome deliverance, although, on my re-

turn to my native country, I found my
family dispersed^ and my fortune, it being

supposed that I had paid the debt of na-

ture, delivered over, as was the custom after

a certain period, to the next heir. Con-

vinced.
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vinced, however^ of my identity, he gene-

rously offered to restore it, which I refused,

at least until marriage rendered a home
necessary for it. Notvvirhsianding my for-

bearance, he forced me to accept a sum

sufficient for the prosecution of those views

which I entertained ; and contrary to the

wishes of those few friends I had found in

existence, I once more left my native coun-

try, intending to spend my future days in

the service ofsome foreign prince. Chance

led me to Clagenfurth ; it is therefore un-

necessary for me to repeat the transactions

in which I have since been engaged.

'' It was by the means which I have re-

lated, that I became acquainted with the

secret outlet that leads from the Castle

into the country, by which it was my in-

tention to have escaped in the first in-

stance. Bat it is now necessary that I should

explore the different passages, in order to

observe whether we can leave our present

asylum v.'ith security/'

'' Have
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a Have you any idea/* asked Adeline,

" who the intriideri can be ^^

'' Not any, Madam/' replied Martuccio,

*' that I can grond a direct opinion upon ;

yet I confess that it has occurred to me,

that it is one of the banditti who escaped

with me, as I have mentioned befor , and

who I know was living a few weeks since

;

but what his motives can be for retiirnin<j

hither, I have no idea. If I am right in my
conjecture, it musi be Sebastian, the bro-

ther of Bernardo, whose cottage afforded

us a temporary shelter, when I unfortu-

nately conducted you to this Castle. You
may possibly recall to your remembrance

the anxiety I was under during the latter

part of our remaining there, and how anxi-

ous I was to get at a sufficient distance from

the inhabitants of it, as I suspected that

both Bernardo and Sebastian belonged to

'a similar society ; and from the earnestness

with which I sometimes observed them look-

ing at me, I was almost certain that he re-

cognized my features,* and most happy

was
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was I when I found myself out of dangcF

from any attempt which they might make

against your liberty or my own. Such,

Madam, are my suspicions, and I flatter my-

self that the candid manner in which I have

disclosed my former life, will induce you

to place a confidence in my assertions, that

I will protect you with it."

The Princess found her mind relieved

from its anxiety in some degree by this ex-^

planation. She had remarked the conduct,

of Sebastian when at the cottage, and al-

though she could not define her opinion of

him, still she had been almost tempted to

have claimed his protection ; and notwith-

standing the suspicions of Martuccio that

he belonoed to the banditti, she felt her-

self almost irresistibly impelled, if the

intruder proved to be Sebastian, to so-

licit his protection, although this, , she

was convinced, was a hazardous resource :

at length she resolved to be guided by

events.

To the proposal of Martuccio, of leaving

her
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her while he examined the different pas-

sages, she made many forcible objections,

and at length so powerfully Urged it, that

he could no longer refuse her accompany-

ing him ; yet he conseiUed only uj on the

condition that she observed a total silence.

To this injunction, strange as it ap})eared

to her, she promised obedience, perceiving

that by a refusal she should not be permit-

ted to leave the horrid dungeon she was

then immured in, where, perhaps, should

Martuccio desert her, in order to make his

own escape from any sudden danger, she

might remain unnoticed by any one, and

be left to perish by hunger.

In order to avoid a premature discovery

of themselves, Martuccio concealed the

light he provided himself vvith, as much as

possible, beneath his vest ; and thus pre-

pared, they left their gloomy retreat, and

turned into the passage, which the Prin-

cess was informed would ultimately con-

duct her to liberty. They proceeded for

some time without molestation, or observ-

ing
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ing any thing that indicated an appear-

ance of* interruption; and her conductor

whispered, that he trusted the greatest dan-

ger was over, as they were past the spot

where he had been first alarmed. Scarcely,

however, had the Princess received this

comfortable assurance, than she felt herself

pulled closer to him, as if to screen her

from observation; and she was on the point

of breaking the enjoined silence, when she

perceived two men at the corner of one of

the avenues, apparently watching their mo-

tions. The strangers whom she had so long

ago observed in the northern apartments,

immediately rose to her recollection; and

from the view she had of them, she was con-

fident that thev did not belong; to that as-

sociation which Martuccio dreaded to meet.

Her mind once more became agitated and

ilistracted in what manner to act ; whether

boldly to throw herself upon their mercy,

should they make their appearance, or trust

to the plausible assurances of her conductor,

Martuccio perceived her agitation, but

attributed
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attributed it to a far different cause from

the real one ; he therefore, in a low voice,

repeated his expressions of protection, and

urged her to hasten forward with all the

expedition possible. Scarcely had he ex-

pressed his wish, than a noise at a distant

part of the Castle announced the arrival of

Albert, and that the escape of the Princess

being discovered, the search was com-

menced. This served as a sufficient in-

citement to them to encrease their speed,

which would most probably have been suc-

cessful, had not the two men, whom he had

before fancied to have seen, attacked him

with a rapidity that scarcely permitted him

to assume a posture of defence. Martuccio

was not destitute either of skill or courage,

and for some time he kept possession of the

arm of Adeline, and with the utmost dex-

terity, warded off the blows which were

levelled at him. He was at length com-

pelled to loose her from him ; the engage-

I
ment then became more furious; and while

they were in the midst of it, the noise from

VOL. IV. Fs tlie
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the other part of the Castle was much loud-

er, and was evidently approaching nearer

to them. This sound seemed to have a

similar effect upon all the combatants, as

each became more eager to terminate the

contest, which was prolonged bv Martuccio

with incredible obstinacy against two such

powerful opponents. But while they were

thus intent upon their own actions, the

Princess, more alarmed at the rapid ap*

proach of Albert, than for the issvie of the '

contest, rushed rapidly along the avenue,
|

unperceived both by Martuccio and the

strangers, who were too intent upon their

own actions to observe her absence. For-

tune, however, at length decided in favoiir

of the unknown, and Martuccio sunk, co-

vered with wounds, to the ground. It was

then that the absence of the Princess was

first perceived by one of those who had

attacked her conductor; his exclamation

recalled the wandering senses of Martuccio,

who, with a look that fully spoke the in-

terest he felt> requested them to leave him

to
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to his fate, and endeavour to save the Prin-

cess of Clagenfurth from Albert, who was

at that instant seeking her over the Castle.

^[ How/' said the eldest of the strangers,

whom by his voice Martuccio recognized

to be Sebastian, '' canst thou who betray-

ed the unhappy victim into the hands of

the tyrant now presume to wish for her

deliverance frcni a fate incurred by thy vil-

lain v ?"

—

'' Alas !*' said the faintinc: wretch,

" it is too true, Sebastian^ that I ^-etrayed

the Princess; yet if you now find ner, she

will assure you of my faith in this respect,

that 1 was upon the point of conveying her

from the tyrant through the secret outlet,

when you so unfortunately encountered

me : but there is no time to enter into an

explanation of my change of conduct;

hasten after the Princess, and may you be

fortunate in your search, as the approach

of Albert brings destruction indi.^criminate-

\y upon all : as to myself, though severely

wounded, I feel myself able to crawi

through the secret labyrinth to the adja-

E 2 cent
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cent monasteryj where assistance can be

procured."

Sebastian, although aware of the cha-

racter of Martuccio, felt that in this in-

stance he could not have any material ob-

ject in deceiving them, and he now depre-

cated their hasty vengeance. Repentance,

however, was unavailing, and the only mea-

sure which they had to pursue, was follow-

ing the advice of their late antagonist. It

would have been an object to them to have

secured the person of Martuccio ; but the

necessity of pursuing Adeline with all ex-

pedition, and also of avoiding the search of

Albert, which they had as much reason to

dread as the Princess, compelled them, how-

ever reluctant, and contrary to the orders

which they had received, to leave him to

his fate.

Impelled by terror, Adeline rushed

through the vaulted passages, directed sole-

ly by a small glimmering light, which oc-

casionally issued from the apertures above.

Chance was her only guide ; and frequently

was
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was. she obliged to paiise^ in order to re-

cover her breathy almost exhausted by the

velocity of her motions. Yet her rest was

but of short duration ; the sounds that at

intervals echoed through the building, and

w^iich her terrified fancy painted nearer

than they were, forced her to resume her

flight.

Yet although fear had taken strong pos-

session of her mind, it had not entirely era-

dicated that reliance upon Providence,

which had always, even in the most immi-

nent dangers, enabled her to bear up against

the evils attendant on despondency. Her

resignation received its merited reward, as^

at the moment when the hope ofextricating

herself from the dreadful situation in which

she w^as involved was almost extinct, she

found her spirits revived^ l^ the discovery

that the air seemed more pure than that

which she experienced when she first esca-

ped from Martuccio and his opponents.

This led her to imagine that the outlet

which the former had alluded to was at no

E 3 great
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great distance, and that she had fortunately

taken the right direction. The idea that

an escape from all her enemies might pos-

sibly be accomplished, gave an additional

energy to her exertions, lassitude gave way

to resolution, and she determined to per-

severe, by keeping, if possible, in the same

direction. As she advanced her hopes be-

came more sanguine ; the air became gra-

dually fresher, until at length a small open-

ing v»as perceptible, at no great distance

from the spot to which she had, with so

much difficulty, penetrated. The joy of

this discovery operated so pow^erfully upon

her spirits, that she felt herself once more

compelled to stop. A stone, which pro-

jected from the interior of the rock, afford-

ed a seat, which, although rugged and un-

even, was far from being unacceptable ;

here she felt herself in some degree of

safety, as no noise from the interior alarm*

ed her, or indicated a suspicion that she

was pursued. But the want of sustenance

began to be severely felt ; the cordial

which



THE BLACK BANXEP.. 79

which she had taken when in the dungeon,

had hitherto supported her; but she re-

fiectevi, even should she succeed in her

escape, of which there was now but little

doubt, that the uncertainty of obtaining

relief was great. Perfectly ignorant of the

country to which the outlet might' lead, she

dreaded lest the night might approach, be-

fore the cottage of some kind peasant af-

forded her the necessary accommodation ;

urged by this powerful consideration, she

once more left her temporary place of rest,

and though her wearied limbs could scarce

perform theirnatural functions, proceeded

towards the spot %vhich hope pointed out

as the passage to freedom.

The nearer she approached the more was

she assured of success ; this encouraged

perseverance; and at length, though with

the utmost difficulty, she succeeded in for-

cingher way through the intricate labyrinth^

composed of thorns and briers, which had

so long concealed the secret entrance to

the Castle fi'om all the neighbourhood.

E 4 Scarcely
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I
Scarcely could the Princess believe the

evidence of her senses, when she found her-

self so unexpectedly freed from all her per-

secutors; but although her joy was ex-

cessive^ it did not prevent her from exert-

ing that prudence she so eminently posses-

sed. Her situation was still very preca-

rious, as it was most probable, that should

one of the strangers who attacked Martuc-

cio prove to be Sebastian, as suspected by

him, he would make use of his knowledge

of the secret passage, in order to escape

the search already commenced by Albert

;

for it was most reasonable to suppose that

he was in equal, if not superior danger to

herself, should he be discovered in the in-

terior of the Castle. This consideration

urged her to penetrate further into the

country, notwithstanding a secret monitor

almost enforced a belief, that a meeting

with the opponents of Martuccio would

not be prejudicial to her interest. But the

terror of putting herself voluntarily into

Hhe power of a man who was now well

known
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known to have formerly belonged to that

terrific society, even if he was not a mem-
ber of a similar one at the present instant,

outweighed the rising thought^ and stimu-

lated her to proceed forward. A few ber-

ries, which fortunately grew near the en-

trance of the cavern, alleviated the imme-

diate calls of hunger, while a pearly stream

that trickled down an adjacent rock^ as-

suaged her thirst, and enabled her to exe-

cute her design.

During the residence of the Princess in

the Castle^ the conversation had .frequently

turned upon the romantic beauties of the

surrounding country ; and from the apart-

ment which had been allotted to her, the

view over it was very extensive. While

Adeline was amusing the eye by the con-

templation of the varied scene, often would

Madalen and Agnes point out to her par-

ticular places, describing their situation as

well as their limited knowledge would ad-

mit ; but what they failed in was most

amply supplied by the noble-minded Ro-

E 5 bertOj
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bertOj vvhoj perceiving the Princess received

great pleasure in being made acquainted

with the geography of the neighbourhood,

gave her every requisite information, and

so clearly described the different positions,

that the Princess little doubted her ability

of recognizing them, should she, at any

future period, have an opportunity of exa-

mining them. A monastery, about two

miles from the Castle, was a prominent fea-

ture in the landscape; its towering spires

rose conspicuous from the centre of a grove,

which, by the majestic grandeur of its trees,

seemed coeval with time itself. Adeline

recollected that the assistance of a monk
had been requested, at the time when she

was attacked by the illness which threaten-

ed to terminate her existence; and although

at the time when he pronounced that his

further attendance was unnecessary, her

mind was scarcely restored to that tempe-

rature which constituted a perfect remem-

brance of events, still her memory had

supplied her with sufficient traits of his

4 philanthropic
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philanthropic disposition, as flattered her

not only with meeting with a cordial re-

ception from him^ but also future protec-

tion, could she reach the monastery, in

which, from its propinquity to the Castle,

she naturally concluded that he was a re-

sident.

Upon her reaching the summit of a hill,

which, with much labour, she effected, her

heart was dilated by perceiving the wished

for haven at no great distance ; pleased at

the discovery, she surveyed the scene

around. It appeared familiar to her eyes, and

observing it with more minute attention,

she perceived it to be thesame which she had

so often viewed with pleasure, blended with

admiration, from the parapets of the Castle,

and in which a cottage had been mention-

ed by Roberto, as being much superior to

those in general use. Satisfied that she was

not mistaken, a new idea occurred to her

imagination, which originated from the re-

collection of the conversation that had pas-

sed between herself and Roberto, while he

E G ' was
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was giving her a description of the diffe-

rent situations in the environs of the Castle.

After descanting upon the general mode of

life adopted by the peasantry^ the scantiness

of their accommodations, and the miserable

appearance of its inhabitants, together with

the huts in which they resided, he pointed

out to her observation one the direct oppo-

site to those in common use. Ashort history,

which Roberto related while directing her

attention to the spot, had interested the

Princess so much, as to make an indelible

impression on her memory, although she

little suspected that she might, upon some

future day, be an eye-witness of those en-

gaging qualities which its present posses-

sor was so forcibly described to her to be

master of.

The occasion which gave rise to this su-

periority over the rest of the neighbour-

hood, was thus related by Roberto

:

'' The principal part of this extensive

territory which we are overlooking, be-

longs to the chieftain of this Castle, who

assumes
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assumes a power equal to royalty itself,

over the whole district, but more especi-

ally over those domains more immediately

in his possession. The only counterba-

lance to this prerogative, is the pretension

of the monks belonging to the monastery,

who not only deny the power of the chief

over those lands which they themselves hold,

but they have frequently even dared to

question its legality in many other points.

Frequent have been the contests, and much

blood has been spilt upon both sides, until

at last, both parties, wearied out, agreed

upon a compromise. The possession of the

cottage I have mentioned, with the lands

belonging to it, which form no inconsi-

derable property, was, from some peculiar

circumstances, equally desirable to both

parties, and the negociation was on the

point of being broke off, when it was

agreed that the decision should be left to

the Emperor. Accordingly each party

sent their confidential emissaries to Vienna ;

and so nearly balanced were their claims,

that
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that to avoid partiality, and as it had ori-

ginaliy been a royal fief, granted from the

crown, that just monarch proposed giving^

an equivalent to both, and that the pre-

mises in question should again revert to

the imperial sway. This was readily ac-

ceded to, as the exchange offered was more

than adequate to the relinquishment. It

appeared to many people at the time ra-

ther extraordinary, that so trifling a sub-

ject should engage the imperial attention ;

but both the superior of the monastery, and

the chief of the Castle, soon repented of

the error which they had committed, by

suffering so powerful a neighbour to be a

spy upon their actions. These mountain-

ous districts had frequently disturbed the

adjoining states, by falling upon them un-

expectedly, and when they were least pre-

pared for resistance, in wbicii they were

generally secretly abetted, if not openly

assisted, by the chief of Miitewald, and the

disaffected monks, who always received a

proportionate share of the spoil obtained

by
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by so unjust a warfare. Far removed from

the imperial residence^ the act was com-

mitted before it could possibly be preven-

ted. In order to prevent this as much as

possible, no soorier had the Emperor ob-

tained possession of his new grant, than he

erected a neat, but small cottage^ and en-

dowed it with the most extensive privi-

leges, exempting it from all jurisdiction,

but that of the Emperor himself in council,

and ordained that it should be the resi-

dence only of a person who had shewn

himself superior to seduction from his al-

legiance, and whose principles could not

be shaken by poverty or riches. It is need-

less to enumerate those who have since

occupied it ; but the present inhabitant is

a character so universally beloved and re-

spected, that he may truly be said to have

regenerated the vvhole country, and to have

united friends with foes. Frequently have

I been tempted to have introduced him to

the Castle, but the peremptory orders

which
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which I feceived from Albert have always

deterred me."

vSuch was the concise history of a man

now recollected by Adeline as inhabiting a

cottage, which she conjectured was at no

great distance. She accordingly changed

her first design, and determined to trust to

the benevolence of a virtuous indivrdual,

rather than place her confidence in a set of

men who, although they formed a religi-

ous society, might, either from policy or

interest, be tempted to betray her into the

power of Albert.

In order to accomplish her purpose, she

took a m.ore minute survey of the country

round her, and fortunately calling to mind

that the cottage which she was in quest of

was situated to the right of the monastery,

she bent her steps in that direction, and

soon discovered that she was much nearer

to it than she had imagined. Her joy

at beholding the wished-for haven felt

some alloy, as she reflected upon the

strangeness
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strungeness of her appearance unaccom-

panied ; yet ^^\\en she recollected the chn*

racter given by Eobtrto of her intended

host, she could scarcely doubt of experi-

encing an hospitable reception.

When she arrived at a small distance from

this terrestrial paradise, for such it appear-

ed, she discovered a person, whom she con-

jectured was the owner of it, seated at a

door, the arch of which was concealed be-

neath the fragrant boughs of the jessamine

and woodbine, whose odoriferous perfumes

scented the air around them. His person

was tall and majestic, and his countenance

so amiably expressive, that a novice in the

principles of Lavater would have little

difficulty in ascertaining the disposition.

It was evident, at the first view, to the

Princess, that he was of a rank much supe-

rior to that which he now assumed; this

discovery gave her encouragement, and she

advanced with greater confidence. Her

approach was unperceived, as he was busily

employed in arranging the branches, which

sprouted
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Sprouted forth in wild luxuriance from the

parent stock. The slight noise that the

Princess ip.ade in opening the gate that led

to the interior of the domain^ occasioned

hirn to look rouDd. Surprise and astonish-

ment at the first moment withheld his steps

;

but perceiving a beautiful and elegant wo-

man, whose agitation could scarce enable

her to support herself, he immediately

hastened to oifer 'his assistance. The in-

terposition was most opportune, as the va-

riety of sensations which at the same in-

stant crowded upon the mind of the Prin-

cess, was almost too powerful for nature

to sustain; for although her senses re-

mained perfect, still every faculty was so

absorbed, that speech was denied her. The

look, however, which met his inquiring

eyes, spoke volumes to a heart ever open

to a tale of distress; and in a voice whose

gentle accent was well calculated to sooth

the pangs of sorrov/, he assured the Prin-

cess of every assistance in his power to be-

stow; and at the same time desiring her to

suspend
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suspend all acknowledgements, neither to

enter upon the occasion of her present

distress, until she was recovered of the t'a-

tigue it was so evident she had eKperienced,

he supported her trembling frame towards

the cottage. Before they could reach the

entrance, a most beautiful girl ran towards

ihem, and with affectionate zeal requested

to assist the lovely stranger, odering some

drops which she had brought with her.

Adeline, whose heart had been greatly re-

lieved from the oppression that burthened

it, by the voice of kindness, received the

attention of the amiable girl with that

elegance which no misfortunes could dis-

guise. She had been surprised at the first

appearance of her benevolent host, but

this surprise was heightened into astonish-

ment, when she beheld tlie lovely female

who had so considerately brought her as-

sistance, and whom she supposed was the

daughter of her new friend. Feeling her-

self m licit refreshed by the cordial which

she had taken, she would willingly have

repeated
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repeated her acknowledgements for the re-

ception which she had met with,, and would

have entered into a relation of the motives

that forced her to adopt those measures

which had thus thrown her upon the be-

nevolence of a stranger ,* but he again so

earnestly inisted that no retrospect of

misfortunes should be alluded to, until rest

had sufBciently recruited her wearied spirits,

that she was obliged, out of politeness, to

acqiiesce

—

'' Madam,** said the generous

Ardolph, *' the unfortunate have ever a

claini upon my protection and assistance;

neither can I pause to inquire^ whether

they are occasioned by their own impru-

dence, or by the villainy of others; yet

permit me to say, that in the present in*

stance I feel something more than com-

mon compassion, But I am mililating

against my own decree,'* said Ardolph,

v/ith a smile ;
'' no retrospect to-day ; to-

morrow, if I am deemed worthy of that

confidence, I shall be happy to hear the

severe calamity, for severe I am confident

it
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it must be, that could force you into the

protection of strangers : at present Con-

stantia will accompany you to a chamber,

where I trust you will enjoy that repose

which is the constant attendant upon vir-

tue. Here, in this cottage, small as it ap-

pears, you are safe, whatever may be the

dangers by which you are surrounded

;

this is an asylum which not even the most

daring attempt to violate.'*

For these kind assurances, the Princess

repeated her acknowledgements ; and hav-

ing received the benediction of her bene-

volent host, she accompanied the interest-

ing Constantia to the apartment which had

been prepared by her assiduous care, who,

having seen that every thing was properly

arranged, after repeating the compliments

of the night, rejoined Ardolph ; and Ade-

line, fatigued by the exertions both of

mind and body, which for many hours past

she had undergone, soon sunk into a calm

repose.

When Constantia had returned to the

apartment
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apartiP.ent in which they had been sitting,

she perceived that Ardolph was v/rapt in

deep meditation ;, her entrance^ however,

aroused him from his reverie^ and he in-

quired if his elegant guest seemed disposed

to rest; and on receiving an answer favour-

able to his wishes, it seemed to give him

peculiar satisfaction.— '' My dear girl/' said

he, addressing Constantia in the language

of the tenderest affection, '' I am well sa-

tisfied that it is needless for me to use any

argument to induce you to assist the un-

fortunate, as I have always found you, as

to-day, not only ready to comply with,

but frequently to anticipate my wishes;

yet there is som.ething'so extremely pre-

possessing in our present inmate, that

prompts me to be more active in my ser-

vices than I have in general deemed ne-

cessary. The extraordinary circumstance

of her appearance, travelling through a

wild and intricate country, v^^ithout a male,

or even female attendant, might to many,

who act only from cautious motives, prove

a source



THE BLACK EAXNIill. 95

a source of suspicion ; to me it is the re-

verse, and serves to convince me, that the

motives must be more urgent than com-
mon, that could induce a female of so ele-

gant a form, to lose sight of the delicacy

of her sex, even for a moment. I confess^

my conjectures are rather at variance with

each other. It is evident from her attire,

that she has moved in the superior circles

of life ,• and, from its being so little soiled,

the distance from which she has come can-

not be very great. Had banditti inhabited

this neighbourhood, I should have thought
it might have been some person who had

escaped from their power; but as that has

not been the case' for many years, I can

fix only upon the long deserted Castle of
Mittewald, as the place of her abode; if

so, her agitation shews that she was de-

tain-! there against her will, and it there-

fore behoves us to be upon our guard,

should any inquiries be made.
'' Various strange reports have lately

been circulated around the neighbour-

hood.
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hood, which at the time I paid little atten-

tion to ; but the present circumstance

makes me believe, that there is more truth

in them than I suspected; to-morrow, how-

ever, our doubts will be at an end. But I

am convinced, whoever our inmate proves

to be, that she will be found truly worthy

of our assistance and protection. My only

reason for having prematurely entered

upon the subject, is, that you might not

be taken by surprise, should the asylum

which she has so fortunately reached be

traced, ere the promised^ discovery takes

place. I am thinking/' continued Ardolph,

'' that it will not be improper to order

some of the servants to watch round the

premises during the present night ; for

althoui^fh we are too well oruarded to fear

any attack, yet it has ever been my maxim

to prefer prevention, rather than tru^t to

the chance of action. Go, therefore, Con-

stantia, and summon our attendants; they

shall draw lots for this service; for so

confident am I of the affection that each ,

individual
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iiulKidu;^! entertains both tor you ar.d my-

self, t1iat I am liiswilling to hart the feelings

of aiiv, by selecting one for a duty which

may be attended with unexpected conse-

-quences, in preference to the other."

Constantia, to whom the will of Ardolph

%vas a law, and who had been accustomed

to experience that his decisions were

founded in wisdom, notwithstanding she

felt some surprise at such unusual precau-

tions, which she concluded orioinated in

the reports he had alluded to, hastened- to

comply ^vith his wishes. A short period

^vas siiilicient to assemble men who were

constantly attentive to their respective du--

ties; and yVrdolph soon found himself sur-

rounded by his faithful menials. Satisfi.cd

that he had no occasion to excite their zeal

in the performance of any duty that de-

manded their exertions, he briefly expressed

i his wishes^ without disclosing the real cause

of this sudden alarm ; and, as he expected,

found the whole number eager and auxious

to be eiuployed; but as this was not neces-

voL. IV. F sarv*
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sary, after passing due encoraiums itpon

iheir attachment and fidelity, he kindly ac-

<quai n ted them with the reasons that induced

Jhim to draw lots. Flattered by the praises

of their beloved master, this mode was

xvillingly adopted ; and those whom for-

tune favoured, after having received the

instructions necessary for regulating their

rnnduct, immediately repaired to the dif-

ferent places allotted them; while the re-

mainder, whom chance disappointed, de-

clared their resolution of v»'atching, during

the night, in the apartment allotted to the

servants, armed, in order to assist, should

the case be more urgent than was supposed.

Ardolph, although he deemed it totally

unnecessarv, would not oppose their gene-

rous wishes; all therefore retired contented,

while their master and Constantia felt the

purest pleasure in the idea, that they owed

the affection which they experienced from

their menials, to their having treated them

as men, not as slaves.

Every thing being arranged to their sa-

tisfaction.
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Vi^k;tU<m, the inhabitants of the eottage

retired to rent. The night was calm and

:aerene ; not a breath of air caused the

slightest motion in the leaves, nor did a

sound break the solemn stillness, save when^

at intervals, a low lengthened howl bespoke

the savage inhabitant of the forest, prowl-

ing for his prey. A few stars afforded a

partial light to the darkened atmosphere,

but so faint, as served rather to deceive

than assist the sight. The domains around

the cottage were compact, but not exten-

,-sive, nnd were enclosed by a hedge, so

strong and connected together, as, except

at the ditTerent entrances, to be impervious

to man or beast. At those the trusty me-

nials took their stations, and their arrange-

n.ents were made in a manner so judicious,

as to enable then'i to give immediate notice

to each other; at the same time the neces:-

sary signals could be made, so as not to

create an unnecessary alarm, or disturb the

repose of the family, upon any trifling

occurrence.

F g Tranquil
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Tranquil were the first hours of the night;

and the faithful watch trusted that the ap-

proach of dav^ which^ by the station of the

stars, they judged was at no great distance,

would dispel all fears of intrusion ; but a

low rustling noise, which, as they trod their

stationed rounds caught the ear of two of

the guards, dispelled tliis hope. The in-

telligence was quickly conveyed to their

comrades, and each party remained in si-

lent expectation at their different stations.

As the sound advanced, it seemed to ap-

proach the gate l^y which the Princess had

entered, and the major part of the guard

followed it with the utmost caution and

silence, leaving one of their comrades at

each of the other entrances, lest any of the

intruders should make an attempt there,

while they were employed in a diifcrent

quarter. At length, voices were heard, as

if in earnest conversation, though at too

great a distance for the words to be distin-

guished ; but, as well as they could ascer-

taiuj the party, whoever they were^ con-

sisted
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SLStcd but of two persons. From these

there could be no dread of any violence,

as their force was L\v too powerful to fear

a much greater number ; unwilling, how-

ever^ to be (oo precipitate, they continued

to listen in silence^ hoping, as they came

nearer, to catch some words, by which they

might discover the motives of their ap-

proach to the cottage, at so unusual aii

hour. At length they distinctly heard one,

who, by his address, seemed to be the at-

tendant upon the other, say— '' Why, my
dearest master, would you attempt the dan-

gers and difficulties of these mountains,

without a guide? dark as the night is, it

will be impossible to find any place of

shelter, nor w^ould it be prudent to attempt

it, as we m/ight possibly be mistaken for

banditti." The reply was given in so low

a voice, as not to be distinguished; but

the little which they had heard, convinced

them that these could not be the persons^

against whom their master had taken these

precautions; and as the humanity of Ar~

E o dolpb
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dolph reigned within the bosoms of hi'i

servants, they consulted whether they should

jiot ofTer shelter to the benighted travel-

lers; they were satisfied that there coiild

be no danger, especially as their fellov;-

servants kept watch in the hall, and they

were convinced that their conduct vvor.ld

meet with the a])probatio.n of their master,.

Having the means "with them of striking a

light, they had immediate recourse to it^

and approaching near the gate, it was in-

stantly perceived by the travellers, who^

although pleased v/ith such a fortunate cir-

cumstance, approached towards it with

great caution, fearing it might be a lure to

entice them into danger; but the servants

of Ardolph, who, from their situation, had

a distinct view of them, perceiving their

liesitation, which they attributed to the

right cause, soon dispelled their apprehen-

sions, by addressing them in a manner of

friendly kindness. 'Before, however, they

admitted the two wanderers within the

gates^ they informed them that the only

accommodation
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acconirrtodcition they could offer was the"

servants' hall, where their comiadcs were

assembled upon th.e sap.ic occasion that had'

obliged them to keep so strict a watch.

To this suggestion, the one whose appear--

ance bespoke a superior rankj replied—
" Your cUtent ion to your duty claims the

approbation of one who, as a soldier, must

ever approve of fidelity to their trust, even

though it may militate against his own ease;

but in the present instance, shelter until

the morning is all I request ; as for repose^,

a soldier knows no want of it; and should

the intrusion your watchful care seems to

suspect be attempted, my sword shall re-

pay the obligation conferred upon me."

Struck with the noble and commanding'

address of the stranger, they no longer he-

sitated to admit him and his attendant ; and'

while some of the party conducted them to*

the hall, the remainder resumed their posts,

nt which they were rejoined by those who-

accompanied the travellers, as soon as the}^

had explained the motives for their admis--

f4 tiioii'
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sion to then- comrades who were assembled

there. The night, however^ passed away

without any farther alarm; and ere, the first

rays of the sun had illuminated the tops of

the distant mountains^ the watchful menials

bad resumed their usual employments, well

pleased that, whatever had been the in-

ducement of their master for adopting the

late measures, nothing had happened to

disturb his tranquillity.

The strangers who had been so unex-

pectedly introduced^ experienced every at-

tention from those to whose care they had.

been consigned, as was in their power to

bestow. Refreshment of various kinds was

oflered, and gratefully accepted ; and as,

in consequence of the watch, several beds

were vacant, they were entreated to make

i]se of them, if they could excuse their

homeliness; but, as they could not disturb

their master, who had been considerably

agitated durins: the preceding): dav, they

were the best they could ofler. The stran-

^^•er regarded the menials with surprise

mixed
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mixed with pleasure, and could not help

reflecting, that if the servants possessed this.

philanthropVj the master who could infuse

such ideas into their minds must be truly

amiable; he, however, refused their kind

offers, aliedging that it was his pledge tG»

their comrades who had ko generously ad-

mitted him, to partake of every danger

with which they were threatened.

Arilolph, whose custom it was to rise-

with the Sim, no sooner entered his usual

apartment, than the senior domestic waited

upon him with the detail of the transactions-

that had taken place daring the night; the

admission of the strangers was, of course, a

prominent feature in the narrative, and the-

praises which, their master bestowed upon

those who, in the midst of suspicion, dared

t^o exercise the duties of humanity, were

more grateful to his servants than the most

profuse rewards. No sooner, hov/ever, Vv^as.

he made acquainted with the circumstance^

than he in^ mediately sent to request the

company of the stranger, which was readily;

F 5 complied
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complied witK Upon his entrance, Ar-

dolph rose and saluted him, which was re-

turned, in a manner so elegant and unaf-

fected, as entirely gained the good opinion*

of his host, who apologized for the remiss-

ness of his servants in not providing a bed

for him. From this censure they were ex-

culpated by the stranger, who gave a minute

account of his kind reception, and his rea^

sons for declining their ofiers; neither did

he omit passing due encomiums upon ths

strict observance of their duty. Mutually

pleased with each other, the time passed

away, until the approach of light footsteps

reminded Ardolph, that the female who had

sought his protection might have reason to

avoid being seen by his present g.uest ; he

therefore apologized for leaving him a fev^

minutes, and hastened to prevent her sud-

dea entrance. It was not, however, Adeline

whom he had heard approaching, but Con-

stantia, to whom he related the circum-

stances which had taken place during the

.riight^ and desired her to acq^uaint his pra-

iegh
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tcgce with the unexpected occurrence. Ade-

line trembled at the relation ; and she

doubted not but that her flight was disco-

vered, and that the persons now at the

cottage were those whom she had Itft in

the vaults of the Castle, engaged in com-

bat with Martuceio. Ignorant whether

they were friends or foes, she so ear*

nestly desired Constantia to con?ceal her

arrival there, if possible, thart the amiable

girl deeply sympathized with, her anxiety,

:?nd, in order to quiet her apprehensionsi

she readily promised the requested conceal-^

iTient; alid acquainted her, that it was by?

the advice of Ardolph that she had in^

triided herself so early uncalled, to prevent

lier joining the family,, until their new
guests were der)arted, or their intentions

ascertained. This attention of her bene-'

volent host relieved the terrors of the Prin-

cess, and with a smile that indicated the

satisfaction which she had received, she cn^

treated her lovely communicant not to

delay, upon her account, those duties

fG ^vhich
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•^vhich she had been accustomed to attend

to.

Mutual compliments having passed be-

tween Ardolph and the stranger, the latter

indicated his intention of pursuing his

journey. His host wished him to remain

until he had taken some refreshment,

which, after m.uch entreaty, he complied

with. Constantia was in- mediately sum-

moned; but, notwithstanding the attentions

of beauty, and the kind behaviour of Ar-

dolph, who endeavoured to amuse his guest,

the thoughts of the latter were abstracted,

and his impatience to depart was visible.

The restlessness of his thoughts did not es-

cape the penetration of his host, who, ad-

dressing him in a manner that indicated

both the goodness and sincerity of his heart,

said—" It would be cruel in me to detain

you longer than suits your convenience ;

your countenance declares that the pursuit

you are enrraa'cd in, whatever the nature of

it may be, occupies your whole attention.

Curiosity is a vice I never was guilty of,

yet
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yet I cannot refrain from saying, that should

vou deem my power or assistance of any

service to you, you may co^mmand a man

who never offered what he did not sincerely

wish might be accepted.'* Constantia con-

ceiving that her presence might prevent

the chevalier from answering this advance

to confidence as he might otherwis:* be

inclined to do, arose and left the room.

For a few moments the stranger remained

silent, until at length, addressing his host,

in a manner that declared the tumultuous

throbbings of his heart, he replied—

•

*' Revenge is my pursuit ; for this I have

penetrated the intricate recesses of these

mountains, heedless of the dangers that

oppose me; nor shall my exertions cease

until my purpose is effected. A povrer,

superior to man, has declared me, in ambi-

guous terms^ the avenger of a family whose

peace has been destroyed by a tyrant; al-

ready has my arm compelled him to seek

his safety by flight; and, by the means of

secret intelligence^ I am informed that the

obiect



no T-HE ElACiv banner;

object of my veng-eance hns taken refnfre

in the Castle of Mittewald ; thither was 1

hastening, when darkness overtook me, and

I deviated from the beaten tract, when, but

for the benevolence of your servants, I

must have passed the night unhoused, ex-

posed to all its perils."

Ardolph heard him with some sirrprise p

he was- in^norant that Albert was returned

to his long-deserted domains, and could not

form the most distant idea who else could

have so complete a knowledge of a place

so little known, as to choose it for a retreat

from danger. It immediately, however,

occurred to him, that the lady to whom he

had promised his protection was, in some

degree, interested in the business; and he

now wished that he had heard the outlines

' of her history the preceding evening, as he

could then have been a judge whether it

might not be prudent to mention the cir^

cumstance to the young chevalier. But;,

ionorant as he was, he determined to be

totally silent upon the subject^ as he thought

better
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beMer to tnut to time for an elucidation,

rather than hasten a dejioiiem ent, which might

accidenlally prove of the greatest injury

to oi"ie whom he had solemnly taken under

his protection. To the information given

by the chevalier^ he replied by observing,

that from the nobility of soul which shone

so conspicuous in his countenance, he was

convinced that he ])ursued his purposed

vengeance from no trivial motives;, could

he, therefore, point out any method by

which he might be of service, he should

most readily afford it.

A gjateful acknowledgment followed this

declaration, and thestranger exclaimed with

emotion

—

'' Sir, you judge aright; from my
hands the wronc^s of a whole familv demand
redress; from me——But I forget myself; a

solemn oath binds me never to divulge those

wrongs, until vengeance, ample vengeance,

has expiated them. For your proffered as-

sistance, receive my thanks ; imperious cir-

cumstances demand a refusal of your favours;

liar dare 1 disclose my name, lest, by some

unforeseen
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unforeseen mischance, it should be discover-

ed that I am in search of the detested object,

who would lake the most cfTcctual means

oF eludin"' my vi<rilance/* Havino- oiven

this explanation, the chevalier, after sum-

moning his attendant, and re})eating his

thanks for the courtesy shewn him, departed

from the cottage, leaving Ardolph much

perplexed at the strange encounter, which,

the more he analyzed, the more he became

convinced that his present inmate was im-

plicated in it ;. a few hours would, however,

most probably develop the mystery, as he

made no doubt but that the late incident

would cause hh protegee to be more anxi-

ous to disclose her tale.

The Princess was so much refreshed by

the calm and uninterrupted repose which

she had enjoyed, to which she had been so

long a stranger, that her appearance was

improved in so great a degree, as scarcely

to be recognized for the pale and trembling

form that had first interested the benevo-

lent cottagei's. The roses had once more

revisited
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vf^visited those cheeks which ihey had so

long deserted, and although some traces of

lanauor still I'emained, vet the tout ensemble

was so expressively beaiuifulj that when she

entered the apartment where Ardolph sat

musing upon the transactions to which he

had solately been a witness/ne invoiuntariiy

rose, as if at the entrance of a total stran-

ger. After the usual compliments, the

conversation naturally turned upon the

subject which interested all parties, and

with a grace peculiar to herself, the Prin-

cess related the eventful history of her life,

from the time of the taki -g of ClagenFurth

by Albert, until t\\e moment when she

found so hospitable an asylum in X\\Q cot-

tage of the generous Ardolph. Astonish-

ment prevented her auditors from inter-

rupting their illustrious protegee; and the

gentle Constantia, when she recollected the

familiarity with which she had treated a

person whom she naturally supposed to be

much her superior in rank, felt abashed, and

attempted to utter an apolagy, but her

voice
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voice failed her. The Princess perceived"

her wounded sensibility, and hastened to^

relieve her distress, by assuring her, that

she should ever feel grateful for the atten-

tive kindness with which she had treated,

her; and that, whether in prosperity or ad-

versity, she should always acknowledge the-

amiable Constant la as her friend. This-

kind and flattering assurance restored t-he

timid maid to lier usual coniidence ; while

Ardolph, in a rnanly and energetic manner,

expressed his sense of the high honour

conferred u])on him by the Prineess of

Clagenfurth, who, in her distress, had

thought him worthy of becoming her pro-

tector

—

'' a title/' continued he, '' which I

trust my future conduct will deserve; nor

will I disgrace it, though life becomes a

&acri(ice."

When their minds became composed, for

all parties, though for difTerent rea'^ons,

felt themselves much agitated, Ardclph re-

'vertcd to the chevalier who had been in-

troduced during the, preceding night by.
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hk ae I' \'a n i s ; a n d as, from the n a rra live of

the Princess of Clagenfurth, he found that

Albert was at Mittewald Castle, he made

no doubt but that he was the person threat-

ened with the vengeance of the stranger.

In t e course of the conversation that en-

sued, he inentioned the circumstance- to

the Princess, conceiving, that his former

conjectures were not erroneous, and that

the wrongs which she had received from

Albert was one of the principal motives for

his seeking him at the Catstle. As he pro-

ceeded in his remarks, he perceived that

the Princess became greatly agitated, till

at length, in a voice that trembled from

emotion, she requested him to describe the

person of his late inmate. It was too re-

markable to be mistaken ; and no sooner

had he complied with the wishes of the

Princess, than, faintjy uttering, '' It was

Theodore, my dearest brother," she sunk.

into the arms of Constantia, who perceiv-

ing her countenance change, hastened to

support her. It was not, however, long^

before
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before she recovered, and would have apolo-

gized for the trouble she occasioned. This/

v/it!> a look of genuine feelings Ardolph

forbade, and expressed a wish that he had

iiot been so cautious.

—

'' My generous

friend/' said Adeline, " let it not grieve

you that you attended to the dictates of

real friendship ; it was irnpossilile for you

to divine how closely the interests of the

stranger were connected with the person

whom you had promised to keep secluded

from the eye of prying curiosity; and so

well am I convinced of the feelings of your

heart, that had you by any hint disclosed

my residence here to an enemy, your future

existence would have been a life of misery

and sorrow. But/' added the Princess,,

starting up, as if struck with a new idea,

*' it may not yet be too late; do not yoii

think it possible he may be overtaken? Oh,,

what would I give, could it be accomplish-

ed !" Ardolph heard no more, but hastily

saying, '' Madame, it sliall be attempt-

ed/' he rushed out, before either the Prin-

cess,
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cess orConstantia had power to detain him,

and calling to those servants who were

nearest at hand, he instantly left the cot-

tage, and took the nearest road to the Cas-

tle, hoping, by his correct knowledge of

the country, to arrive at its entrance before

his gallant guest.

To account for Theodore*3 expedition

to the Castle of Mittewald, we must cast a

retrospect to the period when Matilda and

himself were separated from Berthold,at the

tiine their horses were alarmed by the sud-

den appearance of Alphonsine. As soon

as they had gained the command over the

frightened animals, they proceeded on a

slow pace, expecting that their companion

would soon rejoin them; but as the sun

was making a rapid descent to the western

ocean, and they deemed it would be im.-

prudent to be overtaken by the shades of

night, they were obliged to quicken their

pace, and proceed to the next village,

where it had been previously agreed to re-

main that evening. As Berthold, however,

did
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did not make his appearance, Matilda fcli

'her situation extremely delicate : to travel

alone with one whoproFessedaregardforhe}',

althaiigh she had no fears for any impro-

priety of conduct, shocked that ingenuotri

modesty which rendered her so amiable.

Theodore perceived her distress, and en-

deavoured, by every method in his power,

to alleviate it. When they arrived at t]ib

hanse where it had been agreed they should

«pend the evening, he inquired ofits owner ,

^vhether he had a family; and the man say- \

i]ig that he had two daughters, one of

them about twenty years of age, he re-

quested she m.ight be introduced to Matilda,

which was readily complied ^vith. The

lovelv oirl felt the merit of this attention,

and gratefully smiled her thanks, while her

heartfelt a redoubled assurance in the ho-

nour and rectitude of her lover 's principles;

and so well pleased was she with her new

companion, that, with the glad consent of

her father, she eneaiied her as an attendant

upon iier person.

In
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In a short time the youthful travellers

tirrived at the city of Clagenfurth, where

the delighted Matilda was received by the

Count Von Werdenberg, with almost pa-

rental affection. But the meeting with her

maternal uncle, the Chavalier D'Armfeldt,

was truly affecting; clasping her in his

arms,.he gazed upon her with a delight that

bespoke the genuine feelings of his hearty

^vhile tiie silent tear bedewed his manly

cheek, as he traced the features of a much-

loved sister in his newly-discovered niece.

When their mutual feelings became more

composed, a general inquiry took place

;

no intelligence had been obtained con-

cerning Albert, notwithstanding the exer-

tions of the Chevalier D'Armfeldt and the

Count Von Vv^erdenberg had been unremit-

ting, and the rewards offered of a magni-

tude sufficient to stimulate the emissaries

employed upon the occasion. This gave

great uneasiness to Theodore, who, as he

had placed his beloved Matilda in safety,

felt himself bound to execute a project he

had
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had long formed, of seeking thu'dbject t)l

his revenge^ even if he explored the whol^

Continent of Europe. To this he was

prompted by the recollection, that to him

^lone was entrusted the means of ven-

geance. He accordingly took an early op-

portunity of mentioning his intention to

the Count and the Chevalier, who at first

endeavoured to persuade him to the con-

trary ; but when he recalled to their minds

the prophetic denunciation of the forest

sibyl, they could no longer resist; and

even ISlatiida herself, though with tears,

acquiesced in tiie necessity of the enter-

prize.

Before the departure of Theodore from

Clagenfurth, the Count Von vVerdenberg

had a private conversation W'ith him, in

which he pointed out various means as the

most likely to ensure success.

—

" Remem-
ber,'' said he, " those expressive words of

the sibyl, at the moment when she an-

nounced that my daughter, whose loss from

infancy I had deplored, still lived to bless

at
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at»ome lu.^A-e period an aged father

—

' The
fates of Adeline, JMaiilda, and ZuUma, are
so intimately connected, that the avenger of
one is the avenger of all; their destiny must
he decided by the valour of Theodore Dc
Mountfort, aided hy the cxperieiice of Henry
Count Von Werdenberg/ Go then, my
adopted son, pursue the glorious tract

pointed out by f^ite itself; and may that va-
lour which has hitherto shone with un-
clouded rays, receive additional splendor
from your future conduct: already has
part of the prophecy been hiKilkd ; the
tyrant Albert has fled before your sword, a
dreadful example of a tortured conscience.
Hemember it is beauty that demands your
services, and will hereafter be the rich re-
ward of its champion/'

Fired with the glorious idea, Theodore
^oon leh the spires of Clagenfurth at a dis-
tance; and according to the recommenda-
tion of the Count, he first visited those
places where he thought he should be most
iikely- to meet with Berthold, whom he

VOL. IV. c 1
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knew was employed in endeavouring to

make the same discoveries as himself. He
xvas, however, disappointed, although he

frequently heard of Him. During his search

after Berthold, he fancied that, he had cl

tained some intelligence of Albert; and at

length, with the utmost diligence, he traced

him to the mountains, where, he was in-

formed, stood a Castle, which had been long

deserted, though deemed inaccessible to an

enemy. Upon a more minute inquiry, he

discovered that this sequestered Castle be-

longed to Albert; this intelligence afforded

him great satisfaction, as he doubted not

but that the fugitive Prince had retired

there as a place of perfect safety. His fer-

tile imagination likewise suggested, that

Adeline had possibly been conveyed there,

when taken from the convent of St. Veil,

by the contrivance of his minions ; and his

heart glowed with the idea that he should

soon have the object of his vengeance

within his reach.

Having gained this important knowledge^

his
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his resolution was soon formed, but he
found some difficulty in putting it in prac-

tice. He was ignorant of the direction in

which the Castle lay ; neither could he ob-

tain any satisfactory answer to the numerous
inquiries he made whenever an opportu-

nity offered. The only intelligence he
could procure was, that it was situated in

the midst of the Alpine mountains, but so

far removed from the common tract, as

scarcely ever to be visited even by the most
curious travellers. Impatient, however, to

proceed, he did not hesitate to explore this

wild and dreary country, unaccompanied
but by one servant, whose fidelity was un-
questionable, and of whose courage he had
experienced frequent examples. Many
and various were the difficulties which he
encountered, while wandering over the

mountains, until, by perseverance and good
fortune, he at length arrived at the hospit-
able cottage of Ardolph.

The Princess of Clagenfurth was most
sensibly affected at the disinterested friencT-

G '^ shin
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ship of her generous host ; but when cool

reflection resumed its powers, which the

idea that she had been under the same roof

with her brother, to whom alone she had

looked forward for future protection, un-

known to each other, had deranged, she

trembled at the dangers to which he micrht

have exposed himself on her account,

should he encounter any of the attendants

of Albert, who, she made no doubt, were

dispersed in various directions, as soon as

her escape from the Castle was discovered,

in order, if possible, to intercept her flight.

Neither did she conceive the gallant Theo-

dore to be in less peril ; she was well ac-

quainted with his high and daring spirit,

and dreaded lest it should plunge him into

a situation which no courage could resist

:

the more she considered it, the more she

regretted the ill fortune that had prevented

their meeting ; for although she was sensi-

ble that no persuasions would induce him

to lay aside his determined and just pur-

pose of seeking Albert^ yet she properly

5 judged
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jiidged that the local knowledge of Ardolph

might have been of the greatest advantage

to it ; as one of the principal objects of his

search being discovered, he would not have

been prevented by his oath from commii-

nicatina: his intentions.

The feelins;? of Constantia, though fror^

a far difTerent caiise, were not less acute

than those of the Princess; but she endea-

voured to restrain them as much as possi-

ble, fearful that their indulgence might

appear a tacit reproach to her, who, by

relating her interesting narrative, and ex-

pressing so great a concern for her brother,

had unconsciously excited them. Adeline

perceived the amiable motives by which

her young friend was actuated, and gene-

rously endeavoured to curb her own feel-^

ings, in order to excite the spirits of Con-

stantia.
— '' Do not," said she, '' give way

to unnecessary fears ; the name of Ardolpli

is so universally known and respected, that

even the most reprobate venerate, although

they have not resolution enough io emu-

G 3 late
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late his virtues. Frequently has he been

the subject of our conversation, when, seated

with his family around him, Roberto has

been giving a description of the neighbour-

hood. In his praise every voice is united;

be not then grieved for this temporary

absence, which I lament equally with your*

self; for, believe me, that had I entertained

the most distant suspicion of his design, I

should never have permitted his departure;

but it was so rapidly executed as to defy

^ prevention."

''Forgive, Madame," replied Constantia,

while the pearly drop stood trembling in

her eyes, which she vainly attempted to

suppress, '' a weakness which I have fre-

quently endeavoured to conquer, whenever

excited by a similar occasion ; it is not in

the present instance alone that my sensibi-

lity has been excited ; the absence of Ar-

dolph, however temporary, never fails of

raising those emotions which I am sensible

ought not to be indulged; but the thoughts

of my uncertain destiny, should any un-

foreseen
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foreseen accident happen to that generous

man, will ever obtrude themselves; nor

can I recover that equanimity of mind, so

necessary to happiness, until his presence

assures me of his safety.'*

'' I wonder not,'* replied the Princess,

'' at the affection which you must naturally

entertain for so kind, so exemplary a pa-

rent/' The tears of Constantia here flowed

afresh, which Adeline did not choose to

interrupt, but proceeded

—

'' Yet, let the

consideration, that a man so uniformly just

will never trust the future provision of his

child to chance, tranquillize your mind;

and, my dear Constantia, although I hope

my offer will be useless to you for many
years, let me assure you that, whatsoever

may be my future destiny, I shall, with the

sincerest pleasure^ acknowledge you as my
adopted child/*

" Ah ! my dearest Madame/' exclaimed

Constantia, with energy, '' how shall I ever

repay this noble generosity, which has re-

moved a weight from my bosom, that, young

G 4 as
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as I am, has long proved a drawback to

that happiness which this roof has afforded

iiie ? Permit me, however, as some small

return^ to place that confidence in you
which gratitude^ and even duty, now de-

mands of me ; nor will you be surprised af^

my emotions, when you hear that Ardolph,

the kind, the generous Ardolph, is not my
father, and that I am only his child by

adoption; yet was I united to him even

by the stronger tie of parental love, I could

not experience greater care or affection

than 1 have from him, ever since reason first

permitted me to discriminate."

'* This discovery,'* rejoined the Princess,

" while it surprises, gives me also inex-

pressible pleasure ; I may now, without in-

jury to the priority of Ardolph's claims,

request a secondary place in your bosom ;

and while you consider him as your father,

let me be possessed of the rights of a mo-

ther."

The amiable Constantia, overpowered

with the tenderest emotions, sunk into the

arn)s
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arms of the Princess, \vhich were extended

to receive her ; words were unnecessary to

explain the feelings of her hearty but her

looks, beaming with gratitude and respect,

were too explicit to be mistaken.

At length the impetuous tide ofjoy gave

place to a calm serenity, that tranquillized

the sympathizing bosoms both of Adeline

and Constantia; when the former inquired

if Ardolph had ever disclosed her history?

" Yes, Madame," replied the latter, '' he re-

lated it to me, upon an occasion somewhat

similar to the present, as far as he was

acquainted with it himself; but it is so

imperfect, as to afford me but little satis-

faction."

" If, my young friend, it is not incon-

sistent with any promise of secrecy you

have made to Ardolph,"" said Adeline, *' I

own I siiould like to know the means by

which you came under his protection ; no

doubt he knew something of your parents."

** Alas!" replied Constantia, *' both Ar-

dolph and m_;i elf continue in perfect igno-

G 5 ranee
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ranee of them ; but, Madame, as you have

permitted me to consider you as a second

mother, and no restriction binds me, it is

my wish, as well as my duty, to relate the

circumstances which threw me on his pro-

tection/'

'' I shall listen to you with pleasure,'* re-

joined the Princess, " not only as it will

gratify a curiosity^ now become more im-

patient than ever, but also as it will beguile

the anxious moments during the absence of

Ardolph, and prevent our thoughts from

dwelling upon subjects more distressing."

*' I will endeavour, Madame,'' replied

Constantia, '' to relate my tale, as nearly as

possible, in the language of my benefactor;

and as it will naturally include some part of

his former life, \i may perhaps be more in-

lerestinor on that account. I have before

mentioned, that it was upon an occasion

somewhat similar to the present, that he

judged it proper to communicate it to mc

;

I knew that an officer from Vienna had been

\M\i him, but of the nature of his business

I was
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I was totally unacquainted ; yet T perceived,

that after he had left the cottage, Ardolph

seemed frequently buried in thought^ and I

sometimes observed him, when he fancied

himself not perceived, look at me with a

marked attention, while a tear stood trem-

bling in his eye, which he would hastily

brush away, for fear of observation. I felt

uneasy, although I could not assign any

cause, and, young as T was, having but just

completed my fourteenth year, a presenti-

ment that the days of my happiness would

soon be clouded with sorrow, was so fixed

in my mind, that I could not, by any exer-

tion, shake it off. A few days, however,

explained the mystery; as, one morning,

rny kind benefactor thus addressed me:

'As from the nature of the commission

entrusted' to me, the period of my return

is very uncertain, neither can the events

which may take place during my absence

be foreseen, I feel it necessary to disclose

a circumstance, which it was not my inten-

tion to have made known to you, until

G G your
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your arrival at a more mature age ; and al-

though I foresee that it will at first prove

a severe trial to your sensibility^ yet I trust

that the lessons of resignation to the de-

crees of Providence, which I have con-

stantly endeavoured to inculcate most

strongly in your mind, will enable you to

bear the unexpected intelligence with pa-

tience and fortitude. You have frequently

made inquiries of me respecting your mo-

ther, which I have always evaded answering,

or have spoken in such ambiguous terms

as not to be understood. Alas, my child,'

continued he, * for such ever shall I deem

you, neither your mother or father were

ever known to me.'—It is needless, Ma-

dame,'' said Constantia, " to repeat my
feelings on this occasion ; you can easily

appreciate them ; I shall therefore omit a

description of them, and continue the nar-

rative of my benefactor, who, after I had

recovered sufficiently to attend, resumed

his tale.

' About twelve years ago, I was sent by

the
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the emperor to the court of France, upon

a business of the greatest importance; and

after I had concluded it much to my satis-

faction, I determined upon making the

tour both of that kingdom and of Italy.

Accordingly, having provided myself with

a sufficient number of servants, well armed,

as I was informed that banditti sometimes

made their appearance in part of the coun-

try through which I should necessarily

pass, 1 set OiT, elated with the opportunity

so fortunately afforded me of viewing those

scenes, which I had not only read of, but

had heard described, both as the most mag-

nificent and enchanting in Europe. The

precautions I had taken, although unneces-

sary in the commencement of my travels,

I found of essential service before their

cenclusion ; not indeed for my own pre-

servation, but that it enabled me to rescue

innocence from a fate it was doomed, by

its savage conductors, to experience. You,

my dear Constantia, for such is the name I

tiave ^iven you^ as the one most beloved^

being
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being- that by which my mother was dlstin-

giiishedj was that victim devoted to lawless

power. One particular day, rendered so,

not only by your -escue, but by a circum-

stance which I could never account for, and

which I shall presently mention, 1 was pass-

ing over a country reported to be infested

by banditti when I experienced so great a

delay, as made ir impossible for me to reach

the place I intended to have taken up my
abode at that night. This gave me a con-

siderable degree of uneasiness ; for al-

thouiih I was mvself well armed, and could

depend both on the courage and fidelity of

my servants, yet the thoughts of risking

their lives in an encounter so uncertain in

its final event, distressed me much; but, as

there was no alternative, I determined to

take every precaution to prevent our being-

surprised ; I therefore called them to me,

and after having informed them of the pre-

dicament into which our unfortunate de-

tention had thrown us, I gave them such

directions as I thought most prudent in our

situation.
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situation. I had often heard that the ban-

ditti had accomplices stationed at the differ-

ent post-houses and villages, who, although

they never joined them in their predatory

excursions, were considered as belonging

to their society ; these men acted either as

hostlers, or some other menial capacity,

and were employed in sending to their

eomrades intelligence of travellers, descri-

bing their numbers, their arms, and such

other particulars as might make them an

easy prey. It had also been hinted to me,

that if an opportunity happened, tlrey

would unload the arms of the travellers, the

prime only being left, to avoid suspicion

of the treachery. After our arrival at the

post-house from which we had set off that

morning, and where the wantof horses had

so disagreeably detained us, I observed^a

person, who, without appearing to be cu-

rious, seemed constantly employed near us,

watching our motions; but as I had no

suspicion of any sinister intentions towards

us at the moment, I took no further notke

of
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of it. Recalling, however, the circum-

stance to my recollection, at the time I was

giving the directions to the servants, I sus-

pected that he might be of the description

J had been guarded against, especially as I

knew he might have had an opportunity if

he wished it; I therefore desired them to

examine their arms, at the same time in-

specting my own pistols. To their great

astonishment, two of iheir carbines were

found unloaded, as were my pistols; and I

then recollecled to have left ihem in the

room when I went cut to hasten the horses.

These circumstances of course prepared us

for an attack ; determined, however, to get

as near as possible to the end of cur jour-

ney, we hastened forward, until darkness

obliged us to slacken our pace, and to seek

the most secure shelter we could find. It

was not only impolitic, but impossible to

sleep; we therefore passed seme hours in

anxious silence, fearing to enter into con-

versation, lest our voices should discover

the place of our retreat to tfecse whom we

had
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had great reason to suppose would attack

us. Some hours passed away without our

having experienced any interruption, and

I began to hope that we should escape with

impunity ; but, advahcing a few paces from

thespot which I had chosen as my place ofrest,

I fancied that I heard the sound of voices,

as if in earnest discourse. By the appear-

ance of the horizon, I judged that the break

of day was at no great distance, and I Mt
an irresistible impulse to discover those

who had taken their position so near us:

proceeding, therefore, with the utmost cau-

tion, I found means to approach close

enough to the spot from whence the sounds

proceeded, as to distinguish their conver-

sation ; and, to my great astonishment, it

was carried on in the Persian language;

most fortunately I understood it, as, having

accompanied an embassy to the Persian

court, at which I resided for some years, I

made myself a complete m.aster of it. Sa-

tisfied, from their conversation, that their

employment was of a different nature from

the
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the banditti, although in my eyes equally

atrocious, I determined, if possible, to pre-

vent the completion of it; I accordingly

returned to my attendants, and acquainting

them w!th the discovery I had made, ex-

plained my intentions to them. They en-

tered into my plan with great eagerness,

and as I knew there were but two, I con-

ceived, from the superiority of our num-

bers, that we should experience but little

resistance.

'' The morning had just began to break,

when, with my attendants, I suddenly ap-

peared before the astonished Persians:

knowing that it was their usual custom to

pay their adoration to the rising sun, I ex-

pected to have found them at their devo-

tions, and off their guard ; but whether

they omitted these duties, or had already

paid them, I know not ; however we found

them prepared to recommence their jour-

ney. I addresse i them in their own lan-

guage, and told them of my determination ;

when, with a resolution worthy a better

cause^
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cause, they resolved to yield only with their

lives. You, my dear child, was lying upon

a bank, unconscious of the gathering tu-

mult around you, as they had not as yet

disturbed the sweet sleep you seemed to

enjoy. It had nearly been your last; as

one of the ruffians, perhaps conscious

of the final event, and determined to dis-

appoint my interference, took advantage

of a pause, and attempted to plunge his

sword into your innocent breast; but one

of my servants, who kept a v/atchful eye

over their motions, perceived the atrocious

intent, and prevented the threatened blow.

A severe contest now ensued, which, not-

withstanding our superiority, was extended

to a considerable length, until nature, ex-

hausted by the repeated wounds which they

had received, could contend no longer, and

both fell victims to their rash valour. Thus

I became the protector of you, my dear

Constantia, who, the first moment of open-

ing your eyes, seemed to thank me by a

smile, that at once rivet ted my affections;

and
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and having no children of my own, I that

instant took a solemn oath to make you

mine by adoption. Before I left the spot,

I carefully examined the bodies, in hope^

to find some documents by which 1 could

discover your parents ; as, notwithstanding

the increasing regard I felt for you, and the

pain ir would have given me to have re-

signed my precious charge, I felt it a duty

incumbent upon me, to use every endea-

vour to obtain information, which might

enable me to restore happiness to those

unhappy beings from whom you had been

severed. There was, however, nothing

about their persons that could afford any

clue for information, except a picture of a

lady, richly adorned with brilliants, and

which, from the extreme likeness to your-

self, which I have since observed, «was

doubtless the portrait of your mother: this

was fastened to a chain, and had been, I

suppose, taken from your neck, and secret-

ed by the ruffian in whose vest it was con-

cealed, ID order to keep it for himself.

This
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This perhaps, joined to the little intelli-

gence I had previously obtained when lis-

tening to their conversation, and which f

will repeat to you, mav, at some future

period, be of service in making the wished-

for discovery.

*^ When I first came within a sufficient

distance to distino:uish words, one of them

said

—

' I wish I had never been employed

in this business; it is a troublesome job to

take the charge of such an infant so fnr as

Persia ; besides, I feel some qualms of con-

science, for an ofiicer of this countrv for-

merly was very kind to me when I was

taken prisoner and carried into Turkey, and

I have some suspicion it was the father of

this little girl/— ' What signifies that ?' said

his comrade, •^ we are well paid, and the

commands of our master must be obeyed.*

— * But what makes him so anxious about

this infant.^' said the other.

* I know not that he cares about her,' he

replied; ^neither do 1 imagine that he knows

9k its existence : it was the mother who

was
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was the object of his wishes ; but as death

has defeated that part of our commfssion, I

resolved to convey the infant to him, lest

he should suspect that we had been unfaith-

ful to the trust reposed in us.'

*' A few words w^ere now uttered in so

low a voice as prevented my hearing them

distinctly, but, from the reply, I suppose

that one of them had inquired the reason of

their master's conduct, as the other gave

the following answer:

—

' You remember

that his niece was lost at the takino- of Bas-o

sora, and was for a long time supposed to

be dead, until at last it was discovered that

she had been carried a prisoner into Tur-

key, where she had married a foreign offi-

cer, who had conducted her to his own

country. This intelligence so exasperated

her uncle, that he vowed the severest ven-

geance against his unfortunate niece ; and

having, through the means of his numerous

emissaries employed, discovered the place

of their retreat, he determined to have her

seized, and carried back to Persia.'

'* This
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- "^*' This wns all T rouM collect; you were

too young to alFos'd me any inteiiigence,

and my removal tothis seqne:^tered retreat

ijai mediately upon my return fiom my tour,

effectually prevented my making those in-

quiries I should have thought it my duty

to have instituted ; but, if I can guess at

the situation which your parents held in

life, they must have been of the highest

rank. The declaration of the Persian emis-

saries, together with the jewels which de-

corate the picture of the person I suppose

to have been your mother, is a convincing

proof of it.— I need not/ said he, ' add

the satisfaction which I have daily felt since

fortune gave me to you as a second parent,

and I confess myself most amply repaid by

your dutiful attention to me.'

*' Such, Madame, was the intelligence

that I received from Ardolph, who has con-

stantly endeavoured to obtain information,

whenever the duties imposed upon him

oblige him to mix with the world ; hitherto

his
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his exertions have been of no cHect ; but

although it would give me the greatest

happiness to be made acquainted with the

name of my fiimily, yet the gratitude, the

respect, and affection I feel for my ge-

nerous protector, can never cease but with

life itself."

'' Many thanks, my dear girl,** said the

Princess, finding that she had concluded

her tale, '' for your interesting narrative :

but suffer not your spirits to be dejected;

not only my exertions, but those of my
family, shall be employed in your service;

and I doubt not but some clue may be

found, by which your surviving parent miay

be discovered, who, I make no doubf.

heart-broken at the event which deprived

him of his child, has retired into some se-

clusion, to lament the aouble loss he sus-

tained. But you mentioned a picture; \^

it in your possession ?**—" Yes, Madame,"

replied Constantia, *' Ardolph resigned it

to my care, at the time he made the disco-

verv
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very that I was bis child only by adoption:

but I seldom wear it, as it excites emotions

I find difficult to controul/*

Upon opening the case, Adeline was

surprised at the richness of the jewels, which

enc'rcled a countenance far more beautiful

than ihe jewels themselves. She gazed on

it with the deepest attention, frequently

casting her eyes upon Constantia, whose

likeness to the miniature was a convincing!:

proof that it was the portrait of her mother.

After having examined for some time, and

making judicious remarks on it, she was pre-

paring to replace it in the case, when acci-

dentally ^touching a secret spring, before

unobserved, it opened, and discovered the

portrait of a young nobleman. Adeline

almost started with surprise ; the features

seemed familiar to her, and she could al-

most have fancied it was Theodore, but

that was impossible. The discovery, how-

ever, was of the utmost importance, and

Constantia, who was ignorant of such a cir-

cumstance, felt her hopes revive, as she

VOL. IV. R little
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little doubted but that it was the resem-

blance of her father, which she now beheld

for the first time; the idea suffused her eyes

with tears, and awakened that sensibility,

•which was soon to be more strongly ex-

cited, by the sudden and unexpected disco-

very not only of the names but the rank of

her parents; for while the Princess was

minutely examining the portraits, she dis-

covered a small cavity between them, in

which was a paper containing these words:

Henrij Count Von Werdenberg, united to the

Princess Zulima, niece to the Sophi of Per-

sia, in the year 1475. The mystery was

now unravelled, and the parents of the hi-

therto unknown Constantia, or, ?.? we must

in future call her, Zulima, ascertained

without a doubt. The Princess, upon this

unexpected denouement, experienced the

greatest satisfaction ; the ties of consan-

guinity now united her to her lovely friend,

and she looked forward to the time when

she might be able to introduce their new-

found relative to the united houses of De
Mountfort
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Mountfort and Von Werdenberg. The

sensations^ however, of Zulima were of

a different nature, and so complicated,

that she could hardly define them herself.

The joy that she was no longer the orphaa

Constantia, deprived of all natural protec-

tion, and dependant solely upon the com-

passion of others, but of a family inferior to

none in the German empire, was consider-

ably abated, when she recollected that she

was still in ignorance whether her father

existed or not. Of her mother's fate, the

relation of Ardolph was a sufficient convic-

tion ; but she had remarked, that even at

the interesting moment of discovery, the

Princess had never betrayed the least know-

ledge of her father, more than that the fa-

milies of De Mountfort and Von Werden-
berg were united ; this cast a gloom over

that satisfaction which she otherwise expe-

rienced. It did not pass unobserved by
Adeline, who, by various well-timed obser-

"I'ions, eride^voured to amuse her mind,

jiile she,pointed out to her the happiness

H 52 which
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which* the generous Ardolph woukl expe-

rience, when, on his return, he found the

dearest wishes of his adopted child thus un-

expectedly gratified.

" Indeed, Madame," replied Zulima, *'

I

confess the injustice I am guilty of, in suf-

fering any drawback to the happiness I

could so little expect to obtain, to influ-

ence my mind at such a moment; yet I

feel it imperfect, while ignorant of a father s

existence ; and from your silence respect-

ing him, I have too much reason to fear

that I must still. consider myself as an or-

phan, except in the affectie of Ardolph

and the Princess of Clagenfurth.*'

Adeline, who was totally ignorant of the

history of the Count Von Werdenberg, felt

the full force of this appeal, and although

it was not in her power to ease the anxiety

of her newly-discovered relative, yet the.

encouraging remarks which she made upon

the unexpected reverses of fortune which

they had both so lately experienced, served

to infuse a hope, that the Count might yet

be



THE BLACK -SANNEH. 149

be in existence, and that, as had been be-

fore suggested, the death of an adored wife,

and the subsequent loss of her lovely re-

presentative, might have had the effect of

driving him from worldly pursuits, and in-

duce him to spend the remainder of his life

in a solitary seclusion. But although these

ideas appeared at the first view discoura-

ging, yet, when they were more mi-

nutely canvassed, they appeared in a more

flattering view, for they little doubted but

that when it was publicly known that ^

daughter of the Count was still living, and

under the most honourable protection,

that it would, by some means or other,

reach the ears of him who was most imme-

diately interested in it, if still in existence,

who would immediately emerge from the

obscurity which her long supposed loss

had occasioned him to court: they accord-

ingly busied themselves in form^ing various

plans to bring the desired event to perfec-

tion ; but many were the difficulties which

occurred at the present moment. From

fi 3 the
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the little that they could collect from the

narrative of Ardolph^ her relations were of

the first rank and consequence in Persia,

and from the trouble they had already taken,

it was not unreasonable to suppose that if

they gained intelligence of her still being

in existence, that they might make another

attempt to gain possession of her person,

\inless a secure refuge was found for her,

which might bid defiance to all their plans.

It was now that the Princess, for the first

time, felt the loss of power ; for herselfshe

cared not, but to assist the friendless and

unfortunate, was a pleasure that afforded

her the sincerest satisfaction.. " Alas ! my
dear Zuiima," said she,- " for by that name

I shall address you, convinced of your right

to it, as it is the general custom to call the

tirst-born female after its mother, at present

we are both helpless orphans ; both dej)en-

dant upon the protection and assistance of

others : circumstanced therefore as we are,

i confess myself at a loss in what manner

to advise ; let us then wait with patience the

return
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return of the generous Ardolph, to whom

I am certain this discovery will give no less

satisfaction than it has to myself/'

The time uf his absence seemed to pass

with leaden wings^ and despondency had

again began to resume its sway, when a

bustle from the exterior engaged their at-

tention, and immediately several voices

were heard exclaiming ''He is returned !"

At this joyful sound both the Princess and

Zulima started from their seats, and were

hastening to meet them, when the door

opened, and Ardolph, accompanied by Se-

bastian, entered the apartment : upon per-

ceiving the latter, the Princess stopped, a

sudden tremor seized her, and she was

forced to resume her seat, at the same time

saying in a faint voice, scarcely to be dis-

tinguishedj '' Alas ! was this the wished-fop

guest?"— '• Madame," said Ardolph, *' be

composed ; I can ea>iily understand your

thoughts; but when you have heard the re-

sult of my journey, I flatter myself that al-

though your beloved brother is not re-

11 4 turned



I5i^ THE BLACK BANNER.

turned with me, yet the intelligence I am
able to give you concerning him, through

the means of this friend, (looking at Sebas-

tian) will, in a great degree, banish the

fears you entertain for his safety."

'* Friend !'' echoed Adeline, in a tone of

doubt, mixed with surprise.

'* How unfortunate am I," said Sebastian,

approaching the Princess with every mark

of humility and respect, '' that my wishes to

serve one whom inclination, joined to the

comrfiands of the chief I serve, has long

prompted me not only to assist, but also

to punish those who have so cruelly op*

pressed her, has been unknown ! Per-

haps, Madame," continued he, *' you recol-

lect having once seen me in the forest, when

you took shelter there."—The Princess

Ijowed her acquiescence.—" Alas ! one mo-

ment's delay longer would have rescued

you from the villain who had been guilty

of so notorious a deception ; but fate or-

dained it otherwise; the uncertainty I was

under respecting your situation, was the

sole
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sole reason that prevented my interference,

as it is the general command of my chief

never to molest a female, or permit one to

be molested; and as you appeared, al-

though melancholy, not to resist the wishes

of your attendant, I dared not interfere, al-

though I knew him to be a villain of a su-

perior order."

'' Have you," said the Princess, *' known

the person who was with me for any

length of time ?'*

Sebastian held down his head, as if con-

fused at a question so unexpected; it was,

however, but the confusion of a moment,

as, recovering himself, he replied in a firm

and manly tone, " With sorrow I must con-

fess, Madame, that I have ; it was this know-

ledge that induced me to suspect his de-

signs upon you, and ultimately proved the

means of ray discovering the place where, by

the command of Albert, and hFs own ma-

chinations, you were coutfined."

There was an appearance of candour in

the manner of Sebastian that en^^aoed the

H 5 good
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good opinion of the Princess, who, anxious

to know the reasons which had induced him

to penetrate the interior of Mittewald Cas-

tle, said, in a tone of cordiality, " I mil

not disguise from you, Sebastian, that Mar-

tuccio, when in the dungeon, just prior to

his being encountered by you and your

companion, related to me part of the his-

tory of his former life, in order, as he said,

to convince me of his candour ; but I am
convinced that the principal circumstances

were so glossed over and perverted, that

actions which he attributed to necessity

were thp result of his own free choice.'*

—

The Princess then gave the outlines of his

conversation, concluding, " I have been

thus explicit, as I wished to know the man-

ner in which you discovered my residence

at the Castle, and whether your encounter

with Martuccio was only the consequence

of accident, or premeditated ?*'

Before Sebastian could reply, Ardolph

s^id, " Your curiosity, Madame, is not only

jjatural, but I will venture to assert, will be

completely
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campletely satisfied ; and the narrative af

Sebastian^ which I trust he will oblige us

with after taking some refreshment, will

preclude the necessity of a repetition of

those parts of the transactions in which I

have been engaged since I left you, and

which were so far from any thing I had

reason to divine, that I am astonished at the

secrecy which has been so long maintained

without any suspicion/'

Refreshment was accardingly ordered to
"

l)e brought in immediately, and white they

were engaged in recruiting, their harrassed

spirits, the Princess, whose vivacity had in

some measure returned, exclaimed, look-

ing at Zulima at the same time, in a man-

ner that implied a wish of total silence

upon her part, " Since you chuse to tanta-

lize two impatient and inquisitive females,

we will shew you, in our turn, that we can

keep a secret ; and I may venture to assert,

that however important yours may be, that

ours will match, if not exceed it.

"

Ardolph, whose eyes had wandered from

H 6^ the
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the Princess to his adopted child, whose

confusion was evident, was about to ad-

dress her, when Adeline, with a sinile of

good humour, exclaimed, ^^ No questions,

my good friend, at present; besides, it is not

fair to attack the weakest, who you know

cannot resist any application that a person

for whom she has deservedly the greatest

love and esteem, may make."

" Well then," replied Ardolph, in the

same tone, ''
1 find it is impossible to resist

the commands of beauty, so that I must re-

iTiain contented with performing quaran-

tine, until Sebastian's recital takes off the

imposed restraint ; let us then make haste

and tinish our repast, fori see that the cu-

riosity of all parties is upon the stretch/*

The table was soon cleared, and Sebas-

tian, after having thanked the Princess for

the liberality of sentiment with which she

had treated his former conduct, began taking

up the story from his leaving the cottage

with Bernardo, after the departure of Ade-

line from it ; for although some parts of it

were
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were already known, it was necessary to

refer to it in a cursory manner.

^' No sooner/' said Sebastian, addressing

his discourse more particularly to the Prin-

cess, *^had Martuccio and yourself left the

cottage, and we were free from the re-

straint which your presence necessarily

occasioned, than I made inquiries of Ma-

rian if she had observed any particular

conduct in either of our guests, before I

arrived at the cottage ? The answers she

gave were such as convinced me that I was

right in my conjectures, and that you was

an unwilling companion to the wretch who
was with you : at first I confess that I was

much surprised that you had not requested

the assistance of myself and my brother

Bernardo ; but an observation made by

Marian convinced me that as our dress and

appearance were singular, you took us for

banditti, and consequently dreaded lest you

should fall into worse hands than those in

whose power you then was.*'

The
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The Princess bowed her assent^ and Se-

bastian proceeded.

*Mt is true, Madame, that your suspi-

cions were in some measure correct, as by

the misinformed part of the world w^e may

be given that appellation, and consequently

be indiscriminately considered as similar to

those who, both in conduct and manner,

deserve that name; but since our present

chief lias accepted the command of our as-

sociation, we are become the guardians and

protectors of virtue,, and the punishers of

vice ; Princes and Potentates court our al-

liance, nor does th^ Emperor himself dis-

dain to solicit our assistance.*'

" Excuse my interruption,, but my cu-

riosity is much excited," said the Princess,

"by your description : dare L ask the. name

of your chief?"

" Madame," replied Sebastian, '' \x is a

question that, by the solemn rules of our

society, I must not have answered, even if

it was in my power;, but he is totally un-

known
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known to us, except by the one which he

thought proper to assume when he first

joined the band—that is Berthold; and we

have remarked, that since he became pos-

sessed of the knowledge that you had been

decoyed from the convent of St. Veil, that

his manners have been more restless, and

that, neglecting all other pursuits, his time

has been engaged, and his mind employed,

in the attempt to discover your retreat

;

and as I flatter myself that I possess no in-

considerable part of his esteem, I deem it

the most fortunate accident ofmy life, that

I have been the happy instrument in ac-

complishing his wishes, and those of your

other friends. But I beg pardon for this

digression ; I will resume my narrative*

*' As I was convinced that I discovered

your reason for not requesting protection

from us, my first impulse was to pursue the

tract that I supposed Martuccio would

take; but I soon found that he had been

too cunning forme; and being therefore

satisfied that there was little or no chance

of
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of overtaking you, I ceased the pursuit, and

repaired to the rendezvous, where we had

received orders to meet our chief as soon as

possible : we arrived there but just time

enough to take a part in an expedition

that had been planned, so that 1 had no op-

portunity of mentioning the circumstances

until it was over, which, by the valour of

Theodore deMountfort, was soon effected."

'' My brother!*' exclaimed the Princess,

*' was he engaged in it
?''

Sebastian was much surprised at this

question, as he did not imagine that the

Princess had been so long ignorant of an

event in which she was so materially inte-

rested ; and after having expressed his asto-

nishment, which was attributed to the real

cause, the retirement which she had lived

in, he related the whole particulars of the

engagement, and the extraordinary flight

of Albert.

Adeline, whom wonder at such unex-

pected tidings had kept silent, for she had

placed little confidence in Martuccib's re-

lation
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lation of Albert's defeat, esteeming it only

as a manoeuvre of his to forward his own

designs, returned her thanks to Provi-

dence, for this happy turn in \he afiairs of

her family, saying, at the same time, to her

newly-adopted daughter, " Let the pre-

sent instance be a lasting memorial to you,

that, sooner or later, vice will receive its

punishment, and virtue its reward. But

proceed, Sebastian, and excuse an interrup-

tion, which such unlooked-for intelligence

occasioned. Oh ! how fortunate was my
escape from the power of Albert at this

critical moment 1"

Sebastian continued.

*' After the city was taken, and regularity

restored, I acquainted my chief v>?ith the

transactions at the cottage, and it gave him

some satisfaction to trace you even thus

far, as he could give his directions for a fur-

ther pursuit, with a greater precision than

if lie had remained ignorant of the point to

which you was travelling ; and as a meet-

in o' of the chiefs who had conducted the

enterprize
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enterprize had been convened^ he com-

manded me to attend. These consisted of

the Chevalier D'Armfeldt^ Theodore de

Mountfort, and Henry Count Yon Werden-

berg, who had long been supposed dead,

but had now unexpectedly declared himself."

Hearing the name of the latter, Zulima

shrieked out, ^* My father \" and sunk back

into the arms of Ardolph, who was fortu-

nately near enough to prevent her falling.

All Wwis now confusion and amazement,

and it was .some time before they thought

of applying remedies to the lovely invalid.

The PrincesS; however, first recovered from

her surprise, and requested Sebastian to

call the female attendants, telling him that

she must beg the postponement of the re-

maining part of his naj^rative for a short

period. As soon as the required assistance

came, Zulima was conveyed without diffi-

culty to her own apartment ; she was not

insensible, but felt such an oppression

upon her heart, as rendered her unable to

use the smallest exertion.

la
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In the mean time, Ardolph looked with

impatience at the Princess for an explana-

tion, which, after having seen Zulima pro-

perly attended to, she gave in the presence

of Sebastian, who had particularly le-

que^^ted to be made acquainted with the

means by which her affinity was discovered,

as he knew, he said^ that the Count would

be most minute in his inquiries when he

saw him.

It is impossible to determine the passion

that reigned predominant in the breast of

the benevolent Ardolph ; for while he

most sincerely rejoiced at the discovery

which had been made, and which placed his

beloved charge in a station which even his

most romantic hopes could never have ex-

pected, yet the idea of being separated

from a companion who had from infancy

been the sole consolation of his widowed

heart, o;ave him a pang that almost over*

turned Oae firmness of his disposition.

Their composure being in a great measure

restored^
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restored, Ardoljjh, in a manner nnusiially

solemn and impressive, adverted to the sin-

gular coincidence of circumstnnccs in these

unexpected discoveries, which seemed de-

layed, by the decrees of Providence itself^

to be disclosed at one and the same time

—

* It is our duty,- therefore,*' said he, '' to submit

to those decrees without a murmur, although
"—At that instant Zulima, whose fa-

culties had been only suspended, and by

the assiduities of her attendant, had soon re-

covered from the effect of joy and surprise^

entered the room. Traces of tears were

still visible, and as Ardolph advanced to-

wards her, she threw herself into his arms,

in which she w^as clasped with the most af-

fectionate kindness; but perceiving she

still continued much agitated, he said,

'' Let not the adopted child ofmy love give

way to an excess of sensibility, which, car-

ried to too great an extent, instead of being

an amiable virtue, becomes the contrary^ as

it serves only to enervate the frame, and to

prevent
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prevent a performance of those duties that

are required of us. Why, my dear Zuli-

n)a "

" Oh, call me your Constantia, as be-

fore," cried the still weeping girl.

*' No," replied Ardolph, ''your affinity

to the Count Von Werdenberg is so clearly

demonstrated, that it is proper you should

be accustomed to a name which your father

must have retained so great an affection

for^, and which is undoubtedly your rights

as the eldest daughter is ever called after

her mother: but think not that my love

will change with a name; no^ my child,

still will you be as dear to me as ever ; and

I am convinced, though years have passed

since a strict friendship subsisted between

your father and myself, whose supposed

death I lamented as sincerely as any of his

dearest connexions, that his noble nature

will frequently indulge me with the society

of my adopted daughter. You look sur-

prised ; the present is not, however, the

time to dissolve the mystery, but it will

6 . soon
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soon arrive. This unexpected and happy

denouement will hasten an event I had lon.j^^

since determined upon, and for which every

thing is nearly prepared; the way is now

clear before me^, as the difficulties which

before clogged it, cease by the re-appear-

ance of Henry Count Von Werdenberg ;

nor let my dear Zulima be surprised^ if

she sees me the inmate of her long-lost

father's abode ; at present I dare not be

more explicit ; the most powerful motives

oblige me to be silent respecting myself,

or it would be my greatest pleasure that I

should make my adopted child, and the

Princess of Clagcnfurth, tny confidants.'*

*^My beloved protector, you have now,"

replied Zulima, "rendered me almost com-

pletely happy ; for I confess, that although

from the time when 1 was first made ac-

quainted that I was your child by adoption

only, the thoughts of my real parents have

been the perpetual attendants both on my
sleeping and waking hours ; yet at the mo-

ment when I was blessed with the disc >
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very that the one whose uncertain fate

had so long distressed me was still in ex-

istencCj and that I might soon find myself

clasped in h's arms^ the idea of being sepa-

rated from the protector of my infancy

threw such a gloom over my brightest pros-

pects, as almost to make me in thought un-

dutiful/'

" Come/* said the Princess, willing to

give relief both to Zulima and Ardolph^

" remember that there are other discove-

ries in reserve for us, which I am rather im-

patient to know ; let us then he.ar the re-

mainder of Sebastian's storv, which will

give a turn to our too-acute feelings."

" With pleasure, Madame," replied Se-

bastian, '' more particularly as Ardolph

knows that I am pressed for time."

*' True," said Ardolph, ''I had forgotten

that ; you can, however, recapitulate the

principal heads, and what may be omitted

in the latter part^ I can, if necessary, supply

in your absence."

Sebastian then proceeded.

'^ I mentioned^
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'' I mentioned, Madame, that I was com-

manded to attend the chiefs of the expedi-

tion ; at the conclusion of their consulta-

tion, in \vhich every point was most mi-

nutely canvassed, Berthold called me to his

private apartment, and gave me two com-

missions, both of which I am proud to have

effected ; they were the discovery of the

Princess of Clagenfurth and ofZuiima, the

long lost daughter of the Count Von Wer-

dcnberg/''

" How,'* said Zulima, in amaze, '* does

my father know of my existence ?'\

:

*' Not exactly, Madame," replied Sebas-

tian, *' and some time back. I am certain,

from his w^ell-known character in disbeliev-

ing the supernatural power of those who

foretel events, he would have treated the

intelligence with contempt and derision ;

but having lately, by experience, proved

several predictions correct^ he has been na-

turally induced to cherish a hope that this^

the truth of which would restore his long-

lost happiness, might be so."

Sebastian

I
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Sebastfan then related the prediction of
the sibyl of the forest, together with the
i=ubsequent events; and this explanation
afforded a due to the meaning of Theodore,
when he declared himself appointed to be
the a. enger of his family. - Having/' con-
tinned Sebastian, " received all my^instrnc-
tions, and various places of rendezvous be-
ing appointed, where I could either meet
or send intelligence to my chief, as the
urgency of th^ case might require, I im«
mediately left Clagenfi'^th, and calling at
the cottage in the forest, met with some of
my associates tl>ere, to whom I gave the di>
sections I had been entrusted with. There
was a youth, whom my chief was most par-
licularly attentive to, as he had given him
an education much superior to what bis
apparent condition entitled him ; nor did
he even suffer him to go out, unless ar«
tendett by himself, or several of our asso-
ciates; this youth I was to meet at the cot^
^age, in order to conduct him to a place of
safety, until the important business we had

VOL. lY, ,*
in
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in hand was terrriinated, as from the nature

of his employment, Berthold could neither

pay the attention he wished himself, or spare

the number of men he deemed necessary

for that especial purpose. As I knew the

wished of my chief, I particularly att ched

myself to him, especially on,ithe journey

towards the place I was commanded to con-

duct him. The way thkher was no great

distance from Mittewald Castle, and as,

from the circumstances I have before al-

luded to/I judged it mJght be not only the

place to which the Princess of Clagenfurth

had been taken, bat also the retreat of

•i^.lbert himself, I determined to make use

of the knowledge I was in possession of,

respecting tlie secret entrance into the

northern side, and endeavour, if possible,

to discover if it had been visited since our

final departure from it. I also bad some

hopes of finding out the state of th^ other

parts, and the number of those left as

'guards. Having therefore left all our reti-

nue at a aufficienl distance from the en- I

trance
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traiice to prevent their discovery of it^ I

?proceeded thither, accompanied by the

youth I have mentioned^ who so earnestly

'entreated me to let him go, that I could not

•refuse, although I was fearful that such an

indulgence would meet with the severe re-

prehension of my chief, should I be obliged

-to disclose it. It was with some pleasure

i perceiived that by its appearance it did

not seem to have been used since the poor

remains of my former associates, of which,

as Martuccio observed, three only survived

the destruction that fell upon them, left

the spot.

'-'
I was well aware of the difficulties which

we might experience in being supplied

v,'ith the common necessaries of life during

our passing over these wild regions ; I had

therefore taken the precaution to furnish

ourselves amply with provisions, so that I

-^vas in no dread of beino- in want, bv anv
^ -

trifling delay of time; and as my object

%^'as to explore as much of the Custle as I

^ould, without hazarding a discovery, for I

I 2 knew
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knew that all the parts, except the northern,

wjng^ were either inhabited or regularly

guarded, I came to the resolution of re-

maining there /for a few days. It was my
vish to discover a communication between

lhe habitable part and that which had so

long been deserted, for although I had

passed some years there, I had never had

an opportunity of making any examina-

tion, although I was convinced that one

must exist. But although both my young

companion ;arnd myself used ithe iitmost di-

ligence^ and discovered many secret places,

even in the northern scite, that were so

nicely concealed as not to be discernible,

ctill w« were unable to find the ^ne most

material ; but it is now ^evident, from Mar-

tuccio's success in carrying off the Princess

from her own apartments into the dun-

geons beneath, that he was acquainted

with it.

" As we returned one morning into the

great hall, we advanced towards the win-

dow^ when my companion pointed out to

me



THE fi;ack banner; 17T

me a female, who seemed alarmed, and de-

sirous of escaping our observation. Tha^

idea that it might be the Princess of Cla-

genfurth immediately suggested itself; but

the distance was too great to enable me to

distinguish her features, more especially as

she seemed to conceal them : a fortunate

circumstance, however, convinced me that

rv;as right, as, on her a-ttempting to rctrcar;

the wind blew aside her veil, sufficiently for

me to have a perfect view of her counte-

nance. I was now much distressed to de^

cide upon the measures I ought to take;

the safety of the youth committed to my
care had been made by Berthold the pri-

mary consideration ; and although, in my
own mind, I considered the discovery I had

made of far greater consequence, yet know-
ing the character of my chief, and that he

never gave a j)osifive command without

there was an absolute necessity of its heiny

obeyed, I determined, although with some-
reluctance, to proceed according to the

plln laid down for me ; andhappy am I that

I 3 I did
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} did not suffer my own arrogance to conn-

teracr the wise policy of my superior. Yet

stili I was at a Joss ; for although it was ne-

cessary for me to conduct my charge to

the place of hh retreat, it was equally so

*hat I should give the earliest intelligence

possible of my success to Berth old, as it

would occasion him to alter the plans he

had formed : it is true, I could have sent.

one of those who accompanied us, but that,

for various reasons, was hazardous, as each

had their respective commissions, and the

breaking of one link in the chain, might

occasicm the destruction of the whole.

While meditating upon the subject-, for we

had again began our jo'c^rney, my young^

companion, who amused himself in viewing

the country through which we travelled,

suddenly aroused me from my reverie, by

saying, ' Look, Sebastian, is not that one of

our companions ? he seems in the same

uniform/ Before I could turn my eyes to

the spot at which he pointed, there was no

one to be seen ; aiid though he still per-

sisted
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Eisted in it, I almost considered it as fancy ;.

\whcn recollectino- the predicament I was in,

and the service it would prov>e to our

cause, should it be one of our associates, I

resolved upon making a. secret, but well-

known signal, which would certainly bring

him to me. I accordingly applied the

bugle to my lips, and sounded those notes

peculiar upon the occasion ; to my great

joy they were answered, and in a few mi-~

nutes I discovered my brother Bernardo^

advancing towards me : our satisfaction^

"was mutual, as he told me he had been sent

by our chief, who had heard I had inquired^

for him at one of the places of rendezvous,,

and had sent him to find me, and to order
*

me, if possible, to be with him at a particular

spot, upon a fixed day. I now acquainted

Bernardo with the discovery I had made,

and requested him to return to Berthold

with the greatest expedition, and inform

him of my success; and that as soon as I

had executed the first part of his orders_,,

which that circumstance had unavoidably

I 4 delayed^.
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dehyedj I would endeavour to join him at

the time appointed, though it was so close

at hand, that I was feaiTul 1 could not ac-

complish it; in which case, as I conjectured

t-his intelh'gence might necessarily oblige

him to alter some part of his plan, I ven-

tured to suggest a wish, that if it wouM not

dera^nge his designs, he would wait a short

period forme. Bernardo ii':medxately de-.

parted, and I placed the charge entrusted

to my care with the person I was directed

to; yet, notwithstanding, all my diligence,.

I could not reach the place of rendezvous.

so soon as I was ordered, and even when I ar-

rived, I was so exhausted by the exertions I

had made, as scarcely to be able to give my
chief a connected accountofmy expedition.

" The praises which I received from my
chief, in the presence of the greater part

of my associates, who were convened upon

a particular occasion, were, however, of

such a balsamic nature as to render me
careless of the fatigue I had undergone ;

aad some cordials, which were liberally ex-

pended
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pended upon the occasion, soon restored?

mv former vffjour. A consultation was im-

mediately held, and L found that Berthold>

had entertained suspicions similar to myr

own, respecting Albert, for which reasom

h^ was concentrating all his force at a lit-<-

tie distance from the Castle^ but so as he.

cauld not be dis€Overed> in order that if^

upon examination, it should be found-

practicable^ to attack it. After- v'arious*

plans, unnecessary to mention, had been

j)roposed and rejected, it was finally ckter-

minedthat some person should endeavaur

to ascertain the state of the garrison, and

that, in the mean time, dispatches should^

be sent to Clagenfurth with the in forma- -

tion already obtained, and to hasten the ar-

rival of Theodore, whose presencs, frooB

the prophecy of the sibyi^ w-as deemed-

iiecessary for any real success against Al-

bert. The above determination was no

sooner adopted by Berthold, than I invme-

iHately offered myself, to obtain the wislred-.

for information from the Castle; 'not/ said;!

X 5 Ij addressing
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I, addressing myself to my associates, ' that

I have the arrogance to suppose that I

should be more successful than any other of

my comrades, was I not possessed of some

knowledge respecting it, which I am satis-

fied is almost exclusively my own, as only

two others are in the possession of it, one

of whom I know the fate of. and the other

is one of our most inveterate enemies, who,

1 trust, will be caught in his own snare, if

my suspicions are right. Prudence, at the

present moment, prevents my saying more,,

nor can I discover the knowledge I allude

to, to any except our chief, arid to him only

upon conditfons that a solemn oath obliges.

me to impose.'

*'
I immediately withdrew with Berthold,

having bden highly gratified by the genero-

sity of my comrades, who, far from feeling

any envy at my being thus distinguished,

unanimously declared, that as I had been

the first means of the discovery, no one

eould have any pretensions to dispute my
eligibility for bringing it to a conclusion,

I noW;,
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r now^ after mentioning the reasons of

those restrictions a t'ormer oath obliged me
to pat upon him, but which would soon be

over, told him of the secret passage, the

manner in which it had become known to^

me, not forgetting at the same time the

history of Martuccio. The relation ^ave

infinite pleasure to Berthold, and he re-

turned to our associates, with a countenance

so animated, as convinced them taat the-

subject we had been conversing upon was

of the utmost importance. * My friends/

exclaimed he^ ' Sebastian has infonned me
of a circumstance that will not only ensure

us the success of our present enterprize,

b^ut may, at some future period, prove of

such essential service to our whok esta*^

blishment, that we can scarcely make him

amends sufficiently expressive of its value.

You, my comrades/ continued he, * have-

long known me; and that during the time

I have held the command, I have never de-

ceived or misled you, by magnifying advan-

tages, or lessening misfortunes ;. you will,

I G 1 hope^
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I hope^ therefore, give me credit at pre-

sent for the assertion I have made, as pru-

dence prevents a public disclosure; yet I

trust the time will soon arrive when all will

enjoy the fruits of it/ Such was the flat-

tering distinction paid me, which I am in^

duced to mention only as- a proof of the

unbounded influence which this extraordi-

nary man possesses aver the various pas-

sions of those with whom he is connected^

'' In pursuance of the scheme I had^

formed, T repaired with the utmost expedi-

tion to the neighbouring monastery, where

I knew a monk resided, in whom I could*

pla<:e the most explicit confidence, and^

from whom I trusted to receive the neces-

sary information. Upon my an'ival there,

Ifound that their conversation turned upon

a report that the northern apartments of

the Castle were still haunted, and that one

of the females of the Gastle had been sa

terrified at the sight of two figui^s in the

large hall, that she had been ill ever since,

and that ber recovery was despaired of!

b This
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This intelligence gave me real concern, a:^

I^ had, no dQui3t but that the female alluded

t3-was the Princess of Clagenfurth, parti-

cularly as I recollected „she appeared ex-

tremely weak and agitated when she left

her retreat. My plans were now threa-

tened to be annihilated ; at all events, it

v;as necessary they should be postponed,

until I knew the result of the illness. But

how to ascertain the fact, or the state of her

disorder, was a difficulty I could find na

means of overcoming. Here fortune stood

my friend. The person with whom I was

formerly acquainted is now the well-known,

father St. Eustace ; upon his present cha-

racter 1 iieed not expatiate; I determined

to consult" him, and in order to obtain his

assistance/ I candidly told him every cirr

cumstance, and the motives which prompted

me to engage in it so earnestly. As I ex-

pected, he engaged to assist me in every

way he could; * although/ said he^ 'the

keeper of the Castle^ possessed of every

€Qmmon virtue^ has not omitted to prac-

tise
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tise that of strict obedience to the com-

Inlands of his chief; and from the unusual

sTrict orders which he has lately received,

and which are now by your mission ac-

counted for, he dares not admit any person,

of whatsoever degree he may be, into the

interior of the Castle.'

*^ One day as we w^ere in earnest dis-

eourse.and endeavourin<^ to strike out some

plan by which this vigilance could be-

eluded, a lay-brother came into the cell,

and in the greatest haste informed St. Eu-

stace that Roberto, the captain of Mit-*

tewakl Castle, vy'as at the gate, and requested

that he would accompany him back, in or-

der to see a person for whom he was much-

interested, and who was so ill as te. baffle

all the medicines which had been prescribed

for her. A thought instantly suggested it-

self tome; I was not unacquainted with

physic, and I entreated St. Eustace, whose

person I found, though not his fame, was

entirely unknown at the Castle, to suffer

me to represent him upon the occasion,.

whichy
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\vh?ch, after some hesitation, he consented

to, the more willingly, he said, as by what

I had told him, he was convinced that the

disorder was oecasioned only by frrght; so,

taking a bottle from a closet, he added,

'Give this, and I will answer for its efficacy.*

Koberto had become impatient, and before

I could make the necessary transformation,

the lay-brother returned to hasten St. Eu-

stace ; he seemed surprised, but a look

from the father had such an immediate ef-

fect, that he resumed his accustomed humi-

lity, and attended me in silence to the out-

ward gates. The resuh need not be re-

peated ; suffice it to mention, that takincr

aidvantage of the confusion, I obtained the

principal part of the intelligence necessary,

and returned to my associates, after having-

returned my borrowed habit to its proper

owner, who not only blessed our enter-

prize, but offered any assistance in his

power to bestow.'*

'' May I not/' said the Princess with a

smile^
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smile, "^ guess who St. Eustace formerly,

was ?"

" You may, .Madame/' replied Sebastian,

with a faltering; yet solemn tone, "but a

most sacred oath binds me to silence.'*

'' Assure y ou rsel f, '* rejorned: the Pri n-

cess, who immediately perceived that Se-

bastian was much hurt at her request,

'^ that your secret shall in future be alwayS'

most religiously respected by me ; neither

shall th^ most distant hint upon the sub-

ject ever again escape me; and! am certain

I can answer for tlie discretion of youl^

ather friends here/'

They bowed, and Sebastian, whose coun-.

tenance discovered the pleasure which he

had received by their tacit acquiescence to.

the wish of the Princess^ resumed his nar--

ra^ive.

" Upon my return to the place of ren-^

dezvous, I communicated to Berthold the

result of my observations, and as we had

ascertained that you was unmolested, we

came to the resolution of deferring our

purpose
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purpose for some time, sending in the in-

terim another messenger to Clagenfiirth to

hasten Theodore, as it wasjudged improper

to make the main. attempt without him, for

the reasons already mentioned. I have

omitted to mention, that through St. Eu-

stace, who, notwithstanding the strict ob-

servance of Roberto's duty, found means

to obtain a knowledge of whatever passed

within the interior of the Castle, we were

made acquainted with it almost as soon as

it happened ; and as we had our spies con-

stantly employed, the arrival of Aluert and

Martuccio in the neighbourhood was soon^

made known to us. It puzzled the genera-'

lity of my comrades to account for the dif-

ferent manner in which they came ; but it;

was evident that their arrival was unknown
to^each other, andth'^ir intentions, what-

soever they might be, separate. The per-

son of Albert was identified by a man who

knew him, notwithstanding his disguise,

and was in his company at the village,

where he reniai/ied a few. 4^ys. No one^.

however.
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however, but myself knew that the other

man, who had been discovered hovering

aroiind the Castle for some time, was Mar-

tuccio ; neither could, it be ascertained;

that he had entered the Castle ; but the in-

formation that was given of the place where-

he was last seen, and his sudden disappear-

ance, convinced me that he intended to

anake use of the secret passage, in order to

gain admission into it without the know-

ledge of Albert, who, at tbe same time, was

on the point of entering by the draw-

bridge. This circumstance alone, inde-

pendent of a prior knowledge of him, con-

vinced me that he meditated an attempt of

importance ; it immediately occurred to

me, that before he could have time to ac-

quaint Albert with the s.uccess of his com-

mivssion, he had heasd of his misfortunes,

and had determined to take advantage of

them; besides, I was not ignorant of his

sentiments respecting the iijir sex ; and I

doabted not but that the charms of the

Brincess of Clagenfurth had excited a pas-

Siou,
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sion in his breast;, which he had resolved to.

gratify. I accordingly mentioned my sus-

picions to. Berthold, which he allowed to be

reasonable, although we could not conjec-

ture how he would obtain the possession of

your person, being ignorant of the com-

munication, which I had in vain endea-

voured to explore. Theodore was not ar-

rived, but as. I was convinced no time was

to be lost, I prevailed upon Berthold to

permit myself and Bernardo, wliom I could

depend upon, to enter the northern apart-

ments, and endeavour to discover Mar-

tuccio, for we all agreed the danger from

him was more urgent in respect to yourself,

than from Albert; as the latter, thought

violent to an excess, was not devoid of the

sentiments of honour; whereas,, had suc-

cess crowned the nefarious attempts of

Martuccio, he might havc^ had. it. in his

power tahave secreted his victim too se-

curely, even for our exertions tahave ex-

ti'icated you from his power.
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''In the mean time, while Bernardo and

iTivseir entered by the secret passage, the

captain, with a few chosen men, was care-

luUy to watch the inhabited part of the Cas-

tle : our success I need not repeat ; suffice

it to observe, that I found all my suspicions

verified, from having overheard the whole

tenor of Martuccio's discourse in the dun*-

geon; and it was with the greatest impati-

ence that we awaited your approach. As

soon, however, as we perceived that terror

had made you fly from those who would

have sacrificed their lives for your protec*

tion, we left the wretch to his fate, and has*-

tily searched all the avenues; the noise

from above gave rs some alarm, for as we
were now convinced that Martuccio had

known of some cammunication, we con*

eluded that the same mij^ht be discovered

by Albert, whose well-known voice I could

discover, at intervals, directing the search;

Yet, whatsoever might be our ultimate

fote, we determined not to leave the dun-

geons.
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^onSj until it was cleaily ascertained that

you was no longer in them ; being satisfied

of this, we prepared for our departure.

'' The noise from above had gradually

subsided, and cased us from all apprehen-

sions of interruption from that quarter;

snd as we proceeded towards the entrance

of the cavern, we observed, almost at the

outside, part of ^ female dress; and as we

^vere certain it was not there when we en-

tered, we became assured that you had

taken the right direction^ and had escaped

into the open coutitry.

** We were now considerably eased as to

our fears for your safety, as we conjec-

tured that you would meet with some of

our associates, who, as they well knew the

purport of our expedition, though not -the

manner in which it was to be conducted,

would have taken you under their protec-

tion, and conducted you to a place of

safety, wher^ the litmost respect would

have been paid ; and I confess I feel some

surprise at your having reached this cottage

unobserved
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unobserved by any of them. Upon our

emerging from the dungeons, we met our

chief, who had been anxiously awaiting

our return ; we immediately made him ac-

quainted with the circumstances as they

happened, and a most minute search was

commenced, which would have ultimately

pi'CTv'ed successful, even if we had not met

with our benevolent host : at first, both of

ais were so interested in our inquiries, that

it was some time before we could under-

stand each other ; the mutual explanation

gave great satisfaction to both parties ; and

finding that the object of our search was

secure, we joined Ardolph in the .pursuit

of Theodore, as \w€ were equally fearful

with himself, that he would attempt some

rash action, which would finally defeat our

original plan. Fortunataly we found him

ere he had reached the drawbridge, where

it had been his intentiaii to challenge Al-

bert with an open defiance ; it was with

some difficulty that w^e could restrain his

rage, until the arrival of Berthold in one

moment
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moment accomplished what all our persua-

sions might have failed to effect. That ex-

traordinary man, however, who seems born

to command all others, had no sooner

spoken to him apart from us, than his

<.passion subsided, and he received the news

of his sister's safety v;ith expressions of joy,

-adequate to the pleasure which he felt.

•By his request, and at the comm.and of my
chief, I was ordered to accompany Ardolph

back, while Theodore, although anxious to

behold a much-loved sister, prepared for

the execution of that duty which imperious

.circumstances demanded of him. I must

now hasten to his assistance, as my pre-

sence is absolutely necessary ; and the happy

news I shall carry him, will, I know, af-

i

ford both to Theodore and Berthold the

most heartfelt satisfaction, as they both look

up to the Count as to a being of superior

order ; nor shall I be surprised," continued

Sebastian, looking at Ardolph in a peculiar

manner, " if the latter was to pay a -visit to

'the cottage to his long-lost Zulima.^'

Sebastian
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Sebastian here concluded his narrative,

and having spoken a few words to Ardolpli

in too low a key to be heard by either the

Princess or Zulima^ he made a respectful

obeisance to them^ and immediately left the

amiable inhabitants of the cottage, happy

that it had fallen to his lot to be of any

service to beings so superior in their na-

ture to those he had been accustomed to.

After the departure of Sebastian, the in-

habitants of the cottage became more com-

posed; yet both the Princess and Zulima

observed that Ardolph was employed in a

more active manner than he had been ac-

customed to, and that his menials were kep^

perpetually upon the alert. The answers

also which he gave when they made any

inquiry concerning these preparations,

were vague and indecisive, yet they were

delivered with such easy freedom, as ba-

nished aM apprehension of danger. The

mind of Zulima indeed was so totally oc-

cupied by the disclosure that had taken

place, that every other subject became al-

most
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most excluded, and her sanguine disposition

prompted her to expect that she should

soon be clasped in the arms of her survi-

v'lug parent. The idea gave an anima-

tion to her countenance, which heightened

her natural beauties, and rendered her mora

lovely than ever; neither could Adeline,

while gazing on her perfections, help in-

dulging a wish that such might be the part-

ner of Rodolphus, should Fortune permit

his restoration to his native honours. But

although by the retreat of Albert one

great impediment was removed, still a sigh

would escape her, when she recollected the

uncertainty of his existence; for of Ber-

thold's declaration to the Count Von Wer-

denberg she was ignorant ; neither did the

words of the propliecy tend to relieve her

mind from its anxiety; to her they ap-

peared mysterious; for the same being that

pronounced Theodore the avenger of her

wrongs, had declared that the life of Albert

should be clouded with misfortunes, until

be restored the heir of Clagenfurth to his

VOL. IV, K just
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just rights. In what manner this was to be

accomplished^ appeared incomprehensible;

for the thought that even if living, Ro-

dolphus should be in the power of Albert,

almost destroyed that resolution of mind

which she so strenuously endeavoured to

maintain ; besides, it was not sufficiently

clear that the prophecy was to be accom-

plished; as the words, upon a more strict

examination, implied conditions, which it

rested with Albert alone to fuliil. These

thoughts too frequently disturbed the peace

of the Princess, and the sole consolation

which she found was in the society of the

jimiable Zulima, whose innocent manners

and engaging affability, daily increased her

esteem kyr her.

One evening, the PrincCvSS and her

adopted child retired to their apartments

much earlier than usual, and had just taken

leave of each other for the night, when a

confused noise from below engaged their

attention, and the latter, who felt much

alarmed, returned with trembling steps to

her
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her friend. The Princess was still ««•

dressed, and appeared no less agitated than

herself. They were fearful of descending,

lest they should expose themselves to un-

necessary danger ;
yet the thoughts that

the generous Ardolph might be a suOercr

in her cause, terrified the Princess, who

immediately conceived that her flight had

been discovered by Albert, whose emissa-

ries had successfully traced her, and were

now come to restore her to his power ; for

a moment she became suspicious, that Hot-

withstanding the plausibility of Sebastian's

story, he was in the interest of Albert, and

that it was through his means that her re-

treat was betrayed ; but that idea was dis-

carded as soon as foniied, when she recol-

lected that Ardolpli himself had conversed

with both Sebastian and Theodore, in the

presence of each other, and that it was by

the express desire of the latter that Sebas-

tian should accompany Ardolph to the

cottage.

While the mind of the Princess was thus

K 2 busied
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busied in conjecture, the noise became

louder, and the clash of arms was distinctly

heard ascending towards the apartment

where they had stood trembling for the

event. It was in vain that Adeline re-

quested her young friend to leave her to

her fate, as she was convinced it was her-

self alone that was the object of their

search ; but with a mind superior to self-

ish fear, Zulima determined to remain with

her.

During this amicable contest, the door

of the apartment was burst open, and se-

veral men, whom, by their uniform, the

Princess was too well assured belonged to

Albert, rushed in ; Zulima screamed and

clung to the Princess, who, with a dignity

that awed the most forward, waved her

hand, as if forbidding their nearer approach.

Struck with amazement, they instantly

obeyed, and before they could recover

from the awe which the dignified appear-

ance of the Princess had occasioned, Ro-

berto entered, and turning to his men, im-

mediately
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mediately commanded them to quit the

apartment, and await his orders below.

No sooner did the Princes., perceive the

entrance of her former friend, than her

fears were considerably abated ; for al-

though she was sensible that she was about

to be restored to the power of Albert, yet

she was satisfied that her treatment, as well

as of her friend, would be as generous as

the nature of Roberto's orders would admit

;

nor was she disappointed, for as soon as the

soldiers who had accompanied him had

withdrawn, he approached the Princess

with the utmost respect, and requested her

not to be unnecessarily alarmed, as he was

strictly commanded, should he be fortu-

nate enough to find her, to treat her in

a manner due to the rank of the Princess

of Clagenfurth. Reassured by the con-

duct of Roberto, the Princess, pointing to

Zulima, who still kept weeping in her

arms, inquired whether she was to be a par-

taker of her future destiny. Roberto, who
had before observed her agitation, immc-

K 3 diately
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diately relieved their anxiety by sayinor.

" Madaire, I was ignorant that the cottage

contained so much beauty, notwithstanding

I have occasionally visited the noble Ar-

dolph, whom I am proud to call friend ;

and it is wirh pleasure I can assure both

yourself and your lovely companion, that

she is perfect mistress of her own actions;

and that her father has received no injury

from the opposition which he thought him-

self bound by honour to give. He is

now," continued he, addressing himself to

Zulima, "under a temporary guard in his

own apartment, until such time as the

Princess departs from the cottage on her

return to Mittewald Castle; yet, if it be

any satisfaction to the Princess, even that

shall be withdrawn, upon his giving mean

assurance that I shall receive no further

opposition from him; and believe me, it

was with pain I felt myself called upon by

iciperious duty to act as I have done."

Adeline, who was well acquainted with

the generous sentiments of Roberto, gave

full
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full credit to his assertions^ and requested

the release of his friend, which was imme-

diately complied with; and in a few mi-

nutes Zulima found herself in the arms of

the revered protector of her youth.

The minds of Roberto and Ardolph were

cast in the same mould ; both possessed

unbounded generosity, at the same time as

they were equally zealous in the perform-

ance of their duty to the commands of

their superiors. They had long formed an

intimacy, which had ripened into friend-

ship ; and although, from the strictness of

orders imposed by Albert, Ardolph could

not be admitted into the Castle, yet Ro-

berto would sometimes pass several hours

at the cottage, where he was received with

the utmost cordiality ; and it was, therefore,

with real sorrow that he felt himself obliged

to treat a man he so highly respected, in a

manner apparently so hostile. Readily

would he have made an apology for it, but

Ardolph, with a smile, prevented him,

K 4 saying,
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Saying, " The man who performs his duty

to his chief must always be considered by
me as a friend.** He then introduced Zu-

lima to Roberto as his adopted daughter,

but without disclosing her real situation,

observing, that hitherto he had, for power-

ful reasons, prevented her appearing, when-

ever strangers, or indeed friends, favoured

him with their company at the cottage.

But these being in some measure removed,

he could no longer refrain from boasting

of a treasure more acceptable than riches

or honour.

Roberto paid those compliments neces-

sary upon such an occasion; and the first

agitation having in some degree subsided,

the Princess requested to be informed by

what means her escape from the Castle was

discovered ?

*' It was Martuccio, Madame, that gave

us the information," replied Roberto.

*' Martuccio !" exclaimed the Princess;

" I left him severely wounded, and engaged

in
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in a contest with a man whom he called

Sebastian, in the dungeons beneath the

northern apartments/'

The countenance of Roberto immedi-

ately shewed that this intelligence was of the

utmost importance, and that it was differ-

ent from what he had before received, as

he immediately said, '^ Madame, the asser-

tion you have just made so completely

astonishes me, that forgive me if I remark,

that had it proceeded from any lips but

those o( the Princess of Clagenfurth, I

should not have given credit to it; and

pardon me if 1 ask, that I am to understand

that you was in the dungeons beneath the

northern apartments with Martuccio, and

left him there engaged in a rencontre

with a person he called Sebastian ?"

'* I am not surprised," replied the Prin-

cess, '' at your disbelief, as the events which

have lately happened to me are so astonish-

ing, that I can scarcely credit my own
sePiSes ; but if your time permJts, I wiil con-

vince vou bv a relation of the dano^ers I

K 5 have
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have experienced since the moment when
you parted from me in my own apartment

at the Castle, to my being received at this

hospitable mansion."

" Madame/' rejoined Roberto, "however

impatient I may be to inform my chief of

my success^ yet I feel so interested in the

proposed recital, not only for my own but

your sake, that I must entreat you to relate

every particular ; besides, it may be abso-

lutely necessary I should be acquainted

with it before our return to the Castle, as I

suspect both Albert and myself have been

again imposed upon by the specious tale

of a villain; satisfied with my friend Ar-

dolph^s assurances, I will send back the

principal part ofmy attendants to the Castle

to notify our approach, and shall then im-

patiently await the promised narrative/'

Roberto immediately gave the necessary

orders, which he dispatched as soon as pos-

sible; and having returned to the apartment

of Ardolph, the Princess, who, during his

absence, had reflected that as her narrative

extended
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extended only to her arrival at the cottage,

it would not give any intelligence as to the

designs efther of Theodore or Sebastian ;

nor indeed was it necessary even to mention

their names, except the latter, as related by

Martuccio ,* she therefore determined to

be as particular as possible,^ especially in

every thing that appertained to the latter :

she accordingly informed him of the man-

ner of her escape, describing the secret en-

trance, together with the circumstances

which have been already mentioned.

During the narrative, Roberto was pecu-

liarly attentive; and on its conclusion, his-

countenance seemed to indicate unusual

satisfaction. He thanked the Princess for

having favoured him with an account so

important, and congratulated her upon

her escape from the artful designs of Mar-

tuccio, as also from Sebastian, whose busi-

ness in the dungeons he supposed was con-

nected with his former knowledge of them ;

adding, ''Believe me, Madame, to find you

safe, gives me the greatest pleasure^ for the

K 6 anxiety
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anxiety I felt at the unaccountable man-

ner of your disappearance was such as I

never wish to experience again ; neither

\yas it alleviated by the account which that

villain Martuccio gave, a Air difterent one,

believe me, than yours; his reign, however,

"ivill soon be over, as his deceptions can

now no longer avail him ; for on my re-

turn to the Castle, the first victim to the

injured Princess of Clagenfiirth shall be the

artful minion of the deceived Albert.'*

" And justly will he suffer," cried Ar-

dolph ; '' his life has been a series of

crimes, and he has closed them all by the

greatest, being a traitor to a benevolent

master; and although lam sensible the na-

tural compassion of the Princess would in-

duce her, at .any time, to plead for mercy,

yet I trust, that in the present instance she

will permit justice to take its course, as the

removal of such a man as Martuccio from

society is a benefit to it."

Adeline, although she shuddered at the

shedding of blood, could not avoid acknow^

ledging
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ledojlno^ that he deserved his fate; ''but may

I/' said she, *' inquire by what means he es-

caped from the swords of Sebastian and

his companion, as he seemed much wound-

ed ; or how he contrived to obtain an au-

dience of Albert ?'*

Roberto bowed, and related the follow-

ing circumstances:

—

** Your unaccountable disappearance oc-

casioned, as you may naturally suppose,

the greatest alarm and astonishment; Albert

became so furious as scarcely to be able

to give orders sufficiently clear to be under-

stood : all the apartments, however, were

most narrowly examined, but no trace

could be found by which you could have

been taken away ; for * was certain you had

not gone of your own accord. The room

in which I left you was so mini^tely exa-

mined, that it still remains a matter of sur-

prise to me that we could not find the

secret entrance you have mentioned; nei-

ther indeed has any communication been

found to the uninhabited parts^ except the

principal
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principal entrance, which still remained

secure. For Martiiccio, with the most

consummate art, has given an account of

your escape, without implicating himself,

or confessing his knowlecige of the nor-

thern apartments; and indeed has laid it

upon the very persons who, it ppears,

were the instruments of his disappoint-

ment. But I will not anticipate. As soon

as we found our search within the walls was

fruitless, scouts were employed all round

the country, but with as little effect. Al-

bert was inconsolable; and from the fu-

rious tyrant, became calm, pensive, and

desponding. In vain I attempted, by every

means I could suggest, to rouse his min'd

from the inactivity he indulged ; but he

still continued the same, and I much fear

the effect would have terminated fatally,

had not a message I received aroused him

from his insensibility. This was from Mar-

tuccioj who informed me that he was ill at

a neighbouring monastery ; but that, hear-

ing Albert was arrived at Mittewald, he

wished
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wished to see me, as he had something of

importance to relate, relative to the Prin-

cess of Clagenfurth. This information de-

termined Albert to go himself to the mo-

nastery, whither he commanded me to ac-

company hi;n. Upon our arrival there we
were received by the father St. Eustace,

who informed us that his patient was much

better, and seemed extremely anxious ta

disclose some intelligence of the utmost

importance to Albert. We were accord-

ingly introduced to the cell where Mar-

tuccio lay, evidently better in health, but

still unable to move, from the wounds

which he received, as he made us believe,

in your defence.

" When St. Eustace had retired, Mar-

tuccio first gave a long history of his adven-

tures, from the time of his having executed

the commands of his chief, all of which I

am now certain were apocryphal ; but he

expatiated greatly on his sorrow for the

intelligence which he had heard when he

was upon his return to the city of Clagen-

furth
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ftirth with the account of his success; and

npon his subseqiieivt wanderings in search

of his chief ; when, after having brought

down his artful tale to a late period, he

said, that after the fatigue which he had

undergone, without receiving the smallest

intelligence of Albert, it struck him that it

was not improbable but that he had sought

the retreat of his mountain Castle ,* in con-

sequence of this, he returned towards that

place, in the anxious hope of finding his

benefactor, whose misfortunes he pre-

tended most feelingly to lament/ ' One
evening,' continued he, ' the shades of

night came on so imperceptibly, that I un-

expectedly perceived I could not arrive at

the Castle that evening in sufficient time to

ensure accommodation. I had remarked,

when on my formerjourney with the Prin-

cess of Clagenfurth,a retired cottage, which

I knew was at no great distance, and I de-

termined upon asking for shelter there

;

with- some difficulty I reached it, and

knocking at the door^ requested admit-

tance I
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tance ; no answer was returned^ but I fan-

cied that I heard a female voice, and put-

ting my tar clo^a to the door, I beca^ne

certain that it was the Princeis of Cla-

genfurth,"

Here the Princess looked both at Zulima

and \rdoIph in amazement.

Roberto, however^ took no notice, but

continued. ,>

** Certain that it was the Frinv^ss/ said

Martuccio, * I again demanded admittance,

threatening to force the door, if refused;

upon which it was opened by an elderly

woman, who asked me the reason of my
disturbing them at such an hour ; I replied

that I was overtaken by the night, before I

could rea U the place ol my destination
;

I requesu>l t:.e rights of hospitality until

the morni;^^ ; ?^nd was answered, that she

was very sorry to refuse me, but that she

had no better accommodations to offer than

the fireside. Being determined to be con-

vinced v;hether I had been deceived in my
conjectures as to the Princess, I told her,

that
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that her offer was far more agreeable than

wandering about the mountains in the dead

of night ; and therefore I would readily

accept of it. She appeared much con-

fused, and seemed to hesitate for an answer:

taking, however, her silence for consent, I

sat down, and entered into a conversation

respecting the Castle, in the hope of ob-

taining son^e intelligence. During a pause,

I distinctly heard a noise in a room behind,

as if of persons in earnest conversation ;

one was evidently the voice of a female,

and appeared to be that of supplication.

I immediately demanded of the old woman
who the persons were in the interior, and

upon receiving no answer, I rushed for-

ward, regardless of my own safety, and

burst open the door : in an instant I found

that I had not been mistaken, as I per-

ceived the Princess of Clagenfurth in the

power of a man whom I knew to have be-

longed to a formidable gang of banditti.

She immediately requested my assistance

to deliver her from a fate which she dreaded

worse



TilE BLACK BANNER. 2 I I

worse than death. Her appeal was too for*

cible to be withstood; besides, I felt that I

was performing my duty to my former

chief. We were both well armed, and a

furious engagement commenced, which I

flatter myself would have ended favourable

to our cause, had not an accomplice, hear-

ing the scuffle, entered the apartment to

the assistance of my opponent. Although

farther resistance was almost needless, yet I

determined not to yield but with my life ;

but perceiving that the Princess had taken

advantage of our engagement, and had es-

caped, I felt some satisfaction, although I

lamented the dangers which she was still

exposed to, and which I was no longer able

to prevent. I had at last received so many

wounds, that I sunk almost lifeless to the

ground, and my assailants, noticing the ab-

sence of the Princess, left me weltering in

my blood : for some time I remained in a

state of insensibility, and when life resumed

its functions, I found the old woman at-

tending me with great solicitude : my first

question
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question was concerning the Princess ; and

1 was told that ihg had instantly left the

cottage alone ; and that when the men who

had brought her there heard she was gone,

they became so furious, and uttered so

many imprecations against the fortune that

had snatched their prize from them, that

she was fearful they would have done her

some mischief; but that after telling her to

assist tbe wounded man, they left the house.

As the accommodations were very indiffer-

ent, I requested to be removed here, which,

with some difBcufty, was accomplished

;

yet the motion opened my wounds afresh,

and ere I reached the monastery, the loss

of blood had again produced a return of

insensibility, from which I was, with some

difficulty, recovered ; and it is to the great

care of Father St. Eustace that I owe my
present existence. The first use I made of

my reason was to give the intelligence to

my chief, of whose arrival at the Castle I

was informed by one of the monks, as well

as of his grief for the loss of the Princess.

How
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How the bandit effected her release, I

know not, or how he gained admittance

into any part of the Castle ; but as I have

heard that there are several communica-

tions between the northern apartments

and the other parts of the Castle, I should

suppose that during the former residence

of their band there, he had obtained the

knowledge of some of them, as v»'ell as the

means of entering the uninhabited part of

the Castle.*

'' Such, Madame," concluded Roberto,

'' was the artful story told by Martuccio,

by which he hoped, and indeed has suc-

ceeded in establishing himself in the confi-

dence of the unsuspicious Albert ; how-

ever, my return shall unmask the villain,

and shew the miscreant in his true light.

It remains only to add, that our exertions

to discover your retreat were renewed

with greater energy, and has at last proved

successful."

Roberto paused a few moments, when,

in a tone that indicated the pain it gave

him,
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him, he asked, '' When \^'ill the Princess

of Clagenfurth be ready to accompany me
to the Castle of Mittewald, where I am
convinced Albert is awaitinof with the iit-

most impatience to pav his respects to one

whom he considers as \\\e arbitress of liis

fate ? and forgive me, Madame, if I add,

that I am now convinced his sentiments

towards you are founded upon a passion of

the sincerest nature; neither will the Prin-

cess of Clagenfurth, whatever her final re-

solution may be, ever experience a dere-

liction from that respect due to her exalted

rank."

Although the question asked by Ro-

berto was naturally expected, yet the men-

tion of it overwhelmed the family with the

sincerest sorrow. The lovely Zulima hung

upon the neck of the Princess, who in

vain attempted to console her adopted

child ; while Ardolph, conscious that pre-

sent resistance was unavailing, endea-

voured by the most judicious arguments to

recommend a patient resignation to that

fate
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fate which was marked out for them ; hint-

ing, in a manner intelligible only to them-

selves, that so sudden of late had been the

reverses of fortune, as to warrant future

hope.

It was with no small difficulty that Ro-

berto could comniand his own feelings;

the Princess perceived the struggle, and

animated by the consolatory advice of

Ardolph, nobly resohed to put an end to

the agonizing contest, by calling all her

resolution to her aid, and expressing a wil-

lingness to accompany Roberto. " Let not

my friends here," ^aid she, " lament my
departure ; remember that the same Pro-

vidence which has hitherto protected me,

still extends its watchful care; and whe-

ther in the cottage of Ardolph, or in the

Castre of Albert, its guardian power will

still protect the virtuous. Farewell then,"

said she, rising ; then addressing Roberto^

added, " I am ready to attend you."

The scene that ensued is much easier

imagined than described. Zulima was car-

6 ried
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ried insensible to her chamber, where,

even when by the assiduity of her attend-

ants she recovered, she still remained for a

long time inconsolable ; nor until Ardolph

painted to her, in soothing but energetic

language, the dangermis tendency of gi^

ving way to too great sejisibility, could she

be aroused from a state which must soon

have proved prejudicial to her health.

In the mean time, every thing being pre-

pared, the Princess took her final leave of

Ardolph, who insisted upon atte iding her

to the confines of his small domains, when

he parted from her with a firmness that

added considerably to her support, and en-

couraged a hope that ^her friends would

still find means to accomplish her release ;

for she well knew by the tiints which he had

thrown out, that he would immediately

hasten with the intelligence of the past

events to Theodore and Sebastian, as he had

been entrusted with the place of their ren-

dezvous.

As they proceeded towards the Castle,

the
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fne Princess addressed Roberto with such

composure as even surprised him, who was

T/ell acquainted with her magnanimity ; and

he began to entertain the hope that she

might Bt last be persuaded to listen to the

addresses of his chief, for whom, although

he disapproved of many of his actions, he

could not avoid feeling a great respect and

regard. They soon came insight of the

drav.'bridge, which, upon the accustomed"

signal, was immediately lowered; and Ro-

berto, together with the Princess, having

entered the gates of the Castle, which were

open to receive them, they were instantly

closed.

The violence with which thev were shut

caused Roberto to turn round, when, to his

surprise, he perceived that several addi-

tional guards were placed there ; naturally

supposing, however, that it was by the

command of Albert, he made no inquiries,

being anxious to introduce the Princess to

his chief, who, he doubted not, was await-

ing their appearance with the utmost impa*

VOL, IV, L tience.
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tience, ashe supposed that he had received

<an account of his success from the men

whom he dismissed at the cottage. Those

who had accompanied him, as soon as they

•entered the gates, repaired to their usual

stations; but as Roberto advanced, he felt

rather astonished that neither Madalen or

Agnes came forward to receive the Princess,

as the signal made was w^ll known to them

as announcing their arrival ; mor were any

of the menials in attendance. So unusual

a circumstance, together with the stillness

that reigned throughout the Castle, alarmed

him, and caused him to i'ee] an anxiety

which he could ill disguise. The Princess

was not less agitated, although from a dif-

ferent cause ; a latent hope that she should

still escape from the power of Albert, had

supported her through her last severe trial

;

the present appearances seemed favourable,

and she impatiently awaited the devouement

of th's unexpected scene. A few minutes

explained the whole : Roberto still ad-

vanced towards the great hall, the doors of

which

I
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ivhich he found shut ; yet he fancied that

he heard a confused sound from within ;

upon opening them, he started back in the

utmost terror, and would have retreated,

hut immediately found himself secured by

two men, who had been purposely stationed

at each side of the entrance, while the

Princess, before she could recover herself

from her surprise, found herself in the

•arms of her beloved brother, Theodore de

Mount fort.

When the joy and astonishment at this

happy reverse of fortune had a Utile sub-

sided, Theodore introduced Berthold and

Sebastian, to the latter of whom he princi-

pally attributed his success without blood-

shed, '' vv'hich I well know%** said he, ad-

dressing the Princess, " will enhance the

merit of the action in your eyes."

Adeline received the compliments paid

her with that complacency which was the

constant attendant upon her actions; and

she gave to Sebastian those praises 'which

were justly his due. Upon the introduc-

i^ 2 tion
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tioii of Bertholcl, she felt a sensation for

nvhich she was unable to account; his fea-

tures seemed familiar to her, and she fan-

cied he resembled a person for \yhom she

had formerly entertained the highest es-

teem; but the idea was confused, and she

h es i ta ted i n what manner tc add ress him.;

Berthold perceived the scrutiaizing look

\Ndth which she had examined him, and

with a smile said, " Can the captain of

banditti have the honour of being the sub-

ject of the Princess of Clangenfurth's at-

tention?''

" The captain of banditti 1" repeated

Adeline ;
'' impossible !"

" It is true, nevertheless, my dear sister/'

said Theodore ; ^'and here," said he, taking

^Sebastian by the hand, *' is his lieutenant,

two friends that, except the Count Von

V/erdenberg, I prize more than the rest of

the world. Be not surprised, i.\deline, at the

warmth ofmy expressions ; there is a rnys-

itery attendant upon Berthold, known only

4o the venerable Count; and. in his pre-

sence
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sence only is it to be divulged ; in the

mean time, rest satisfied that whomsoever

he honours ^vith his friendship must de^

serve it."

'' You mistook my emotion, my dear

Theodore/' replied the Princess; '' for^

believe me, I entertained no thought pre-

judicial to your respected friend, to whom
J am sensible I am greatly indebted ; but

Town I can scarcely reconcile myself to

the fact, although averred by himself."

*^ The presence of the Gounl Von Wer-

denberg, Madame," rejoined Berthokl;

''will solve all mystery ; but I am bound

by the most sacred ties not to disclose par-=^

ticular circumstances without his permis*

slon, which 1 flatter myself we shall soon

obtain; as Sebastian is going to request his

presence here, which is become necessary

to regulate our future proceedings; and re-

joiced am I to hear that the words of the

sibyl are fulfilled, and that a happiness he

had long lost sight of is now about to be
restored to him."

I- 3 « Have



S2S THF EIACK EAN'XER,

'' Have you/' asked the Princess, '-' in-

formed him of the discovery of his

daughter ?'*

'' No, iViadame/' replied Berthold, /' we

reserve that pleasure until his arrival.''

During this interesting conversation, the

Princess had been so attentive as to forget

that Roberto was detained a prisoner in the

liall, until the voice of Theodore, com-

manding him to be conveyed to a place of ^
safety, roused her recollection. She im- |
^nediately requested her brother to coun-

^

termand his order, giving him at the same

time so flattering an account of his generous

conduct towards her, as entirely gained the

good-will of that young hero, who, advan-

cing towards him with a look expressive of

gratitude, immediately ordered him to be

released^ saying, ''To a man of your prin-

ciples I need not make conditions; you

are free."

Roberto, most sensibly affected at this

generosity^ would have fallen at the feet of

Theodore, but he prevented him, obser-

vin^^-,

I
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ving, " That when he could, consistently

with his vowed allegiance to his chief,

offer it him, he should be happy in accept-

ing his friendship."

'' May L" asked Roberto, with some he-

sitation, ^' demand his fate ?"

" He is safe and unhurt," replied Theo-

dore ; "at present he is under a f^uard,

where he must remain until the arrival of

the Count Von Werdenberg ; in the mean

time, I will anticipate your wishes; to-

morrow you shall have access to him."

Roberto attempted to express his thanks,

but could not find utterance; and he retired

deeply impressed with the noble and heroic

conduct of the young De Mountfort, to

whom he mentally resolved, at some fu-

ture period, to attach himself. Before,

^ however, he left the apartment, the Prin-

cess requested that Madalen and Agnes
might attend her, a request most readily

complied with.

The Princess findino^ herself fatit^ued

mth the occurrences of the day, soon re-

L 4 tired
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tired to the apartment which she had before

occupied, which had been previously pre-

pared for her; but before she quitted the^

hall, she desired that Bernardo might be

&ent to the cottage pf Ardolph, and ac-

quaint him with the happy reverse of for-^

tune she had experienced ; and at the same

time lie was instructed to use every induce*'

ment to prevail upon Ardolph and Zulima?

to pay a visit to the Castle. '•' To the latter,

the expectation of embracing an unknown^

father will be sufficient ; and for Aixlolph^;

tell him/' said the Princess^ smiling, *' it is

my command/'

Joy is frequently as great a disturber of

rest as sorrow; the mind, when overcharged

by either passion, loses that equilibrium

which regulates its usual motions, and like

a vessel that has lost its rudder in a storm,

is tost to and fro at the mercy of the winds

and waves, baffling all the skill of the most

experienced helmsman. The truth of this

observation was fully experienced by the

Princessof Clagcnfurth^ who in vain courted-

the
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the smiles of Morpheus. Long did the

drowsy deity resist her blandishments, and

morning dawned ere her eyes were steeped

with the refreshing dew of the Lethean,

poppy. It was indeed so late when she

a'woke, that both Madalen and Agnes hadT-

been for some time in attendance ; but

perceiving her composed, would not dis-

turb her. When she arose, she found her-

self much refreshed, notwithstanding the

lateness of the hour when she closed her •

eyes ; and the pleasing dreams that fitted-

in her imagination, during her repose,, had

infused a chearfulness into her mind which'^

gave her affectionate attendants the greatest

pleasure to observe. Hei* first inquiry was *

after Roberto, and she felt a happiness irt

hearing that he was treated by every one

in the Castle with as much respect as when

he was invested with the chief command!
" Ah I Madame," said Agnes, '' we are sen

—

sible that it is to you we arelndebted for thev

kindness with which we are treated by the

present masters of the- Castle; indeed, at'

L 5- the*



226 THE BLACK BANNER.

the moment they entered, Sebastian, who
was the first person we saw, assured iis that

we had nothing to fear, being the friends

of the* Princess of Clagenfurth. To be

sure, it rather surprised us to find him ac-

quainted with the occurrences that had

passed at the Castle, but we had no time to

make any inquiry, as he desired we would

permit him to convey us to a place of

safety, until the confusion had subsided;

and it was this precaution, Madame, that

prevented our attendance earlier/*

The Princess expressed her thanks to

them in the most affectionate terms, assu-

ring them that'she should never forget the

kindness which she had experienced both

from them and Roberto ;
" and I trust,'*

added she, '' that it will soon be in my
power to pay the debt'of gratitude ; in the

mean time, depend npcn every accommoda-

tion that is in my power to procure, both

for yourselves and Roberto.'*

A message being sent that Theodore and

Berthold were avvaiting her appearance in

the
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the hall, Adeline dismissed her two friends,

and immediately joined them.

When the morning repast was concluded,

Theodore, addressing his sister, said, *' I

make no doubt, my dear Adeline, but that

you are anxious to know the means by

which so sudden a change has been made

in our fortunes; aiid as Berthold and Se-

bastian have been not only the principal

contrivers of, but actors in the scene, I

must beg to refer you to the former, as Se-

bastian is absent, for the particulars."

The Princess looked at Berthold, who,

without waiting to be asked^ replied to the

suggestion of Theodore, '' It will give me
great pleasure to obey your wishes, parti-

cularly as I am sensible that your modesty

would prevent your taking the proper

notice of your own actions. You, Ma-

dame," continued Berthold, with energy,

*' may henceforv/ard be proud of a brother

who, notwithstanding accumulated injuries,

can in the \Qvy moment of successful ven-

L G geance>
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geance, ameliorate the valour of a hero hj

the pity and compassion of a christian.**

This expressive compliment affected the

Princess in so powerful a manner as to

bring tears into her eyes, as it recalled past

scenes to her memory, which too faithfully

contrasted the conduct of Thet)dore de

Mountfort and the fallen Albert; but she-

soon regained her composure; and her

friends, aware of the source of this mo-

mentary agitation, prudently forbore to

make any comments upon it; and every

trace was soon obliterated by the interest-

ing relation that Berthold gave of the trans-

actions which had taken place.

'' It is unnecessary,** said Berthold, ad-

dressing the Princess, '' to acquaint you

with any circumstances previous to the

time when Ardolph, in the pursuit of

Theodore, at your request, joined us, as

you have doubtless been already informed

of the most material part of them, either

by that generous man, or by Sebastian ; I

shall
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shall therefore confine myself to such as

have occurred since the latter rejoined us.

I must not, however, omit expressing the

very great satisfaction we experienced,

upon hearing from Ardolph that you had

found your way from the subterraneous

dungeons, and was safe under his hospitable

roof. Yet, happy as we felt ourselves, the

joy of Theodore felt an alloy, when he

heard that he had accidentally been under

the same roof with you without knowing it,

and his chagrin almost made him unjust

towards our mutual benefactor. But the

candour and conclusive arguments of your

protector soon reconciled him to the dis-

appointment ; although he deeply re-

gretted the delay which must necessarily

take place before he could embrace a sister,

from whom he had been so long separated.

He even insisted at first upon returning

with Ardolph to the cottage, but being re-

minded of the injunctions of his revered

friend, the Count Von Werdenberg, he re-

sisted the allurement, aad nobly resolved

to
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to persevere in the performance of those

duties which he deemed imposed upon him

by a superior power.

'' During the absence of Sebastian with

Ardolph, we had formed a plan, which,

though hazardous, we had iittle doubt would

have been finally successful ; but the im-

portant intelligence which lie obtained by

the narrative you related, made us, on his

return, relinquish it entirely. The disco-

ver: of Zulima was a subject of sincere re-

joicing, for while we anticipated with de-

light the happiness that awaited the decli-

ning years of our mutual friend, the Count

Von Werdenberg, we enjoyed a wcll-

orounded hone of success in the cause we

were engaged in, as it seemed a confirma-

tion of the superior power of the sibyl.

The greatest part of her prophecies had al-

ready been verified ; and this additional-

proof of course encouraged us in our pro-

ceedings, and inspired our minds with

greater energy.

[' Caution was, however, still necessary,

as
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113 we were well acquainted with the tem-

per and disposition of our opponent; the

intelligence therefore brought by Sebas-

tian was canvassed with the greatest deli-

beration, and many were the plans sug-

gested both by Theodore and myself; for

Sebastian^ although present, thought it his

^uty not to interfere, unless called upon ;

however, all of them vvere defective in

some point or other, so that we found a

difncnlty in agreeing which to adopt.

During our conversation, I had observed

that Sebastian appeared deep in thought;

indeed, his ideas seemed entirely abstracted

from the passing scene, and concentered

only in himself. As I well knew that he

possessed great acuteness, although I con-

fess I was little aware of the extent of his

talents, either in the forming or executing

a plan, I asked him if he could point out

any method by which the difficulties that

embarrassed us might be overcome ? With

great diffidence he answered that he had

I been forming a train of operations, the

5 which
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which he could almost venture to assertr

vrould ensure us the most complete success,

without hazard, or, he hoped, bloodshed.

Happy to avail ourselves of such an ofTer^,-

though in great doubt of its eifect, we de-

sired him to give a detail of his plan, pro-

mising that if it appeared at all feasible,

that it should be adopted, and that we

v/ould leave the executron of it to him,

leaking him our commander for the time.

He seemed quite confounded at first at the

trust reposed in him, and even thought us

in joke, until I seriously assured him to the-

contrary : as it was rather complicated, he

could give us but a slight sketch ; yet we

easily perceived it might be brought to-

perfection ; and the result has proved the

truth of our conjectures. In relating the

particulars^ however, you must prepare to

hear some manceuvres that vvilk surprise

you, and whic^h you had little idea of at the

time they were put into practice.**

" It is of little moment," said the Prin-

cesSj '^ what they were, since they answered

so
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SO good an end; however, proceed, for I am

impatient to bear the whole process, espe-

eiailv since you have excited a fresh por-

tion of curiosity/'

Berthold bowed, and proceeded.

** As soon as it was determined to follow

his directions, he desired me to collect our

associates together by a certain day, with

orders that each of them should bring with

him a sufficient supply of necessaries to last

several days, so that they might not be dis-

covered to be in the neighbourhood, by

being obliged to go out to procure provi-

sions; 'and by the time,* said he, ' they

are assembled, I shall be fully prepared for

action :' he then told us that he must be ab-

sent a short time, but should return the day

preceding the period appointed for our

associates to meet ; ' in the mean time/

let me entreat (command, said he, with a

smile, I dare not,) that no one will risk a

premature discovery, by going near the

Castle, or associating with the neighbouring-

peasantry.* After he had received our pro--

mise.
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nilsc, be left us, but returned punctual to

his v^'ord. Ills countenance immediateiy

shewed that he had met with the success

he wished; and as he entered the apart-

ment in which Theodore and nriyselfwere

sitting, he exclaimed—' The tyrant is now

taken in his own toils, and the very means

by which he vainly fancies to secure his

happiness, shall prove his defeat.' He

seemed so overjoyed, that it was with dif-

ficulty we could understand him, until at

kngth he gave us the following detail of his

mtended plan, as finally arranged by him.

'You may recollect, captain,' said he,

addressing himself to me, ' that I men-

tioned to you that Martuccio was left in the

dungeons by Bernardo and myself, so se-

verely wounded, that 1 doubted much whe-^

ther he would be able to reach the monas-

tery, as he muttered was his intention; but

as I thought he might possibly haveelTected

it, I determined, when I last left you, to see,

not doubting but that if he was alive, I

could, either by threats or promises, make

him
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him discover to me the secret entrance

from the northern to the inhabited part of

the Castle, bv which he conveyed away the

Princess of Clagenfurth. I well knew that

I should find an able and willing assistai t

in the Father St. Eustace, whom you may

remember had before befriended me, and

who knows him as well as I do/

**Herc,"said Berthold/' Sebastian smiled,

and I immediately suspected what indeed I

found to be the truth, that St. Eustace was

the other surviving partner of that associa-

tion who had been so many years ago

obliged to quit the northern wing of Mit-

tewald Castle. After this little interrup-

tion he continued

—

* As I did not Vv'ish that Martuccio should

know I was in the monastery, until I h^
seen my friend St. Eustace, I sent for the lat-

ter to the porter's lodge, under a fictitious

name, and as he thought it might be some

person who wanted his spiritual assistance,

he came immediately. His surprise had

nearly betrayed me^ and as I feared that he

might



256 THE BLACK BANNEK-.

iTiight call me by my name^ I made a pn^
vate signal,, formerly well understood by

us, of secrecy. A monk's apparel lay in-

the lodge, which I put on, and was then in-

troduced as a travelling friar. St. Eustace

took me immediately to his own cell,

which was adjoining to that in which Mar-

tuccio had been placed, in order to be

near the father, who attended him in a me-

dical capacity. A contrivance had been

made, for some purpose or other, between

these two cells, by which>nnseeii ourselves,

we could observe whatever ' passed in the

other; this I thought a fortunate circum-r

stance, as Imight possibly have occasion t3

make use of it, and so it proved. As cau*

tion, however, was necessary, we conversed

in so low a tone as to prevent us from be-

ing heard by others ; and I immediately

told St. Eustace my wishes, and by flatter*

ing his vanity, and making some promises

for his future advancement, which I well

knew that either the Count Von Werden-

Ixerg or Theodore dc Mountfort would rear

dily
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^ily fulfil, I completely gained him to our

interest, and he promised to obtain the se-

cret the next day at confession ;
*' but/'

said he, '' I believe there is something going

on between Albert and Martuccio, as the

latter sent this morning a message to the

Castle." Thisintelligence was, I considered,

of importance, and I wished much to ob-

tain a knowledge of the purport. While

^ve ^vere consulting together as to the

manner in which this could be effected, we

heard the door of Martuccio's cell open^

and several people seemed to enter ; St.

Eustace and myself were surprised, as he

knew that he was still in a weak state, and

very unfit to undergo much fatigue. Anx-

ious to know the result of this meeting, I

went to the place before mentioned, and

to my great surprise, I perceived Albert

and another person, wliom 1 recognized to

be Roberto, having seen him upon my
former expedition to the Castle. I dared

not stir, or scarcely breathe, but contrived

to make a sign for silence to St. Eustace.'*

As
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As in Roberto's narrative to the Princess

of Clagenfurth we have related the ac-

count given by Martuccio to Albert, we
shall proceed to the consequences arising

from its being overheard by Sebastian.

' I found/ said he, ' that although the

escape of the Princess was known, yet that

the place of her retreat was still a secret

;

but I have no doubt but that the search

will be renewed \s\th the greatest vigour ;

and upon this,' continued he, ' I have

formed a plan, which I am confident will

succeed. I must, however, first mention,

that after Albert's departure, St. Eustace

contrived to obtain the wished-for know-

ledge, which I have made myself so perfect

in, that no difficulty can occur; and the

Castle will soon be our own, notvvithstand-

ino- there is a more numerous frarrison than

I had before reason to suppose; but you

know, captain,' continued he, with a smile,

* divide et supero, divide and conquer, is the

old motto, and is the basis of my plan,

which I flatter myself, when it is serrously

considered.
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considered, you will approve. It is this—

i\lbert will, no doubt, send out his emis-

saries in various directions ; this, besides

beins: inconvenient, and indeed hazardous

to US, as some of them may discover the

assembling of our troop, will not mate-

riallv weaken the garrison, as these emissa-

ries will chieflv consist of those who do not

bear arms. It is my intention, therefore,

to convey to him, by the means of St. Eu-

stace, the intelligence where the Princess

is ; and as Albert isav/are of the strength of

Ardolph's household, he will undoubtedly

send a strong force to effect his purpose ;

but to prevent any serious resistance, : is

my intention to make Ardolph acquainted

with my design, and prepare him to make

only a feigned opposition : in the mean

time, as soon as the troops have left the

Castle, and are nearly-arrived at the cot--

tage, of which we can easily obtain the in-

telligence, I will conduct our brave asso-

ciates through the secret cavern, to an easy,

and from their being unprepared for such

an
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an event, I trust, bloodless contest ; be
that as it may, once entered, the fates have

committed the rest to the sword of Theo-

dore de Mountfort/

" Such, Madame, was Sebastian's plan,

and although at first it was slightly opposed

by Theodore upon your account, yet, when

he reflected upon the resolution you natu-

rally possessed, he gave it his cordial ap-

probation, sensible that when explained,

you would rather esteem the motive, from

\vhich you experienced a temporary unea-

siness, than blame it. The result has been

as fortunate as we could expect, and proves

both the wisdom with v/hich the scheme

was planned, and the masterly manner in

"which it was executed.*'

Berthold ceased, and the Princess re-

turned him thanks for the trouble which

she had given. '' I can now," said she,

'' account for a circumstance that at the

time puzzled me extremely, which was the

composure of Ardolph, and the little re-

sistance made both by himself and his reti--

Biie,
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lUic, as from the preparations which had

been made for some days previous lo the

arrival of Roberto, I judged, although I care-

fully concealed my suspicions from 2ulima,

that he expected to be attacked. Believe

me, however, that you justly appreciated

my sentiments; for the temporary dread

which I experienced at being again in

the power of Albert, has been amply com-

pensated by the conviction that it was^

necessary, in order to produce a conquest,

achieved with so little bloodshed; and I

acknowledge the prudence that concealed

the intended measures from me ; for I fear

that if the truth had been entrusted to me»

the tears and agony of Zulima might have

tempted me to have given some hint that

would have roused the suspicion of Ro-

berto, who might have found means, if not

fo have assisted his chief, to have prevented

your reaping the advantage proposed, by

removing me to som.e distant quarter. But

-although the issue has been fortunate, yet,

if I may judge from the compliment you

<•! YOL. IV. M passed
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passed upon Theodore, the rencontre could

not have been of so trifling a nature as to

pass unnoticed.*' *

Theodore rose, and saying he should pay

a visit to their prisoner, left the room.

Berthold smiled, and again addressing the

Princess, observed, that true heroism was

ever accompanied with modesty, and that it

always gave the gallant Theodore pain to

listen to the recapitulation of those praises

which were so justly his due ; for that when

he could not escape from it, he always endea-

voured to put an end to the conversation.

'' His absence, however,*' said the Prin-

cess, " offers a good opportunity, and you

will much oblige me by minutely relating

the particulars."

Berthold bowed, and began

—

" Conducted by Sebastian, with the ut-

most silence, through the secre*^ passage,

the entrance of which we left guarded, we

proceeded to the spot where Martuccio had

described the communication from the

northern to the inhabited part of the Castle

to
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to exist, and which he said opened into one

of the apartments which had been assigned

to you. On our arrival at the place, not-

withstanding that Sebastian was most mi-

nutely correct in his description of it, and

that it answered completely in every point,

yet so artfully was it constructed, that it

was a considerable time before we disco-

vered it ; but once found, no further dif-

ficulty occurred; the concealed spring

readily answered to the pressure, and we

found ourselves in the inhabited part of the

Castle. Upon a careful examination, our

surprise that your escape was not traced

ceased, as the communication could only

be opened from the northern side; and so^

correct was the workmanship, that not the

smallest vestige of such a contrivance was

discernible from your apartment. We
were in some fear that the delay we had

experienced might have proved detrimen-

tal to us; all, however, remained still and

quiet, and it was evident that the inhabi-

tants were totally unsuspicious of our de-

M ^ sign.
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sign. The two principal objects were to

secure those troops which composed the

garrison, and the person of Albert. In or-

der to effect this with as little disturbance

as possible, Sebastian, who had previously

made himself master of their place of ren-

dezvous, put himself at the head of the

principal part of our force, while Theo-

dore and myself went in search of Albert.

.

A very short period convinced us that Se-

bastian had fallen in with the objects of his

search ; and as the clamour soon ceased, we

conceived that his success had not been at-

tended with any material difficulty. We
were right in our conjectures, as his oppo-

nents were taken quite unprepared, not

even having their arms with them.

" The noise, however, naturally made

upon such an occasion, reached the ears of

Albert, who was awaiting, in anxious sus-

pense, the return of Roberto ; surprised at

a tumult so unusual, he was hastening to-

wards the ramparts, when, turning a sharp

angle, he encountered Theodore and my- |-

self.
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self. Astonished, he started back, gazing

as if he had seen a phantom ; but the voice

of the former calling to him to defend him-

self, roused him from the stupor which

seemed to have arrested his faculties. His

eyes glowed with the emotions of rage that

agitated his soul ; and he uttered the most

dreadful execrations upon Roberto, whom,

in the first heat of passion, he fancied had

betrayed him.

'' The noble mind of Theodore revolted

at the accusation of the innocent, and drop-

ping the point of his sword, he, in a few

words, explained to him the predicament

in which he was, and the plan which had

been so successfully executed against him ;

adding, ' yet, although my power is here

unlimited^ and those to whom you looked

for a defence are my prisoners, think not,

Albert, that I will meanly take the advan-

tage of numbers. The wrongs of the Prin-

cess of Clagenfurth cry for vengeance, and

demand a brother's sword to redress them.

To me alone is the revenge of her injuries

k: 3 committed.
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committed. Once thou hast fled from my
sword ; yet, if thy crimes have not entirely

obliterated thy former valour, attend me
singly to the ramparts; my honour is thy

guard.'

*' The Prince returned no answer, but

followed in a gloomy silence: upon his

reaching the ramparts, he started as he be-

held Sebastian with his bra>ve associates,

who had conducted the garrison thither,

and was upon the point of sending to seek

lis, as we made our appearance. Theodore

perceived the emotion of Albert, and attri-

buting it to a suspicion that he might take

advantage of numbers^ he addressed me,

saying, ' Berthold, (at that instant I per-

ceived a more than common agitation in

the countenance of Albert, who seemed io

view me with peculiar interest; but al-

though I guessed the cause, I took no no-

tice, but appeared attentive to Theodore,

who said) from you I demand one promise.'

' Name it,' I replied, ' and it shall be

obeyed, as I am sensible that Theodore de

Mountfort
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Mountfort can request nothing that ho-

nour may not be proud to grant/

' It is/ said he, ' that during my con-

test with Albert, whatever my danger may

be, that you will not interfere, either your-

self, or permit any of your brave asso--

ciates ; and should Fortune desert me, and

give the day to my opponent, let both his

life and libe^'tv be sacred : but on such

conditions that may ensure the future re-

pose of the Princess of Clagenfurth/

'' My heart was too full to express my
admiration of his noble conduct, but I

bowed obedience ; and at the instant, the

whole troop, as if animated by the impulse,

followed my example.

" During this appeal, Albert still kept

silence ; a sullen gloom had succeeded to

that fire which glowed in his countenance

when he first encountered us, and he looked

the image of despair. The attack of The-

o<lore, however, which immediately com-

menced, aroused him, and the hero was

once more apparent. The contest was soon

M 4 concluded.
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concluded. Theodore, cooi, yet deter-'

mined, watched every motion of his adver-

sary, whose blows, directed with fury, were

easily parried ; until at last, by a skilful and

fortunate manoeuvre, he became master of

his adversary's sword. For a few moments,

I confess my fears led me to be unjust to

my brave friend. The life of Albert was at

his mercy, and I fancied that I could per-

icive in the look of Theodore a determined

revenge. I trembled, not so much for the

life of Albert, whose former treatment of

Ihe Prince of Clagenfurth would, in the

opinion of many, have warranted the most

severe retaliation, but for the honour of

my friend : my suspense was, however,

soon relieved, for, the conqueror advan-

cing, said, ^ Albert, your life is in my
power: but I am sen^ble that I should ill de-

serve the thanks of the Princess of Clagen-

furth, by imbruing my hands in the blood

of the unfortunate. My regard for her

feelings, and for my own honour, forbids

such an idea; the words of the prophetic

sybil



. THE BLACK BANNEH. ^ S49

sybil are accomplished; and by the humi-

liation of Albert, the honour of Theodore

de Mountfort is satisfied^ and his ven-

geance appeased. Disdain not then to re-

ceive your life from my hands, though, for

a few days, you must remain an honorary

prisoner, until the arrival of Henry Count

Von Werdenberg.*

' Henry Count Von W.erdenberg V ex-

claimed Albert, in amaze, and breaking si-

lence for the first time; * does he live i^'

' Yes,^ replied Theodore; *^ his story

is long and interesting ; at some future

time
'

' It is enough/ said Albert, hastily in-

terrupting Theodore ;
*" I would retire.'

*' Without making any comment on a

conduct which seemed mysterious, his

wishes were immediately complied with

;

and Theodore gave express orders that he

should be treated with all the respect due

to his rank ; neither were his followers for-

gotten, who were so charmed with the no-

ble generosity of their conqueror^ that

3^ 5 they
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they unanimously swore to obey him, as

their chief. This being settled, we planned

the reception of Roberto, whose return

was most anxiously expected by us, while

we fondly anticipated the joy you would

experience at so unexpected a reverse/*

Scarcely had Berthold concluded his in-

teresting narrative, when the signal for

lowering the drawbridge was heard, and ere

they could make the inquiry, Ardolph en-

tered, leading his adopted child, who no

sooner perceived the Princess, than, heed-

less of observation, and actuated solely by

the genuine feelings of her heart, she flew

into her arms, which were open to receive

her. Her heart was too full for utterance

;

tears trickled down her lovely cheeks ; but

they were the tears of joy and happiness.

The generous Ardolph beheld the scene

with real satisfaction^ as he perceived that

the friendship which the Princess enter-

tained for his beloved charge was fixed

upon a firm and solid foundation. Their

mutual feelings, however, were relieved by

his
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his approach to congratulate the Princess

upon this happy change : she received him

with an affabilky that charmed him, saying,

with a smile, '' I must consult my adopted

daughter as to the natu/e of the punish-

ment we ought to inflict, for the deception

you was guilty of towards us."

'' To a sentence pronounced by such

judges,'* replied Ardolph, " I must submit

with patience and resignation/'

'' Yet, if I may judge from the austerity

of their countenances," said Berthold, '' it

is not likely to prove a severe one,"

**Nay,'' replied Adeline, "both Theo-

dore and yourself are implicated, and pjust

come in for your share."

While they were indulging themselves

in this innocent raillery, Theodore, who
had paid his visit to Albert, re-entered the

apartment; the backs of the Princess and

Zulima, who were engaged in such earnest

conversation as not to perceive his ap*

proach,. were towards him; but Ardolph

immediately hastened to congratulate him

M 6 upon



S5^ THE BLACK BANNER.

upon die final success of Iris plan. The

reply of Theodore caused Adeline and her

young friend to turn round, and for the

first time he beheld the lovely Zulima,

tvhom the Princess introduced as the newly-

discovered daughter of Henry Count Von
Werdenberg. The eyes of Theodore were

fixed so intently upon her, as to excite the

rosy blush, which he no sooner perceived,

than, with the utmost grace, he apologized

for his unintentional rudeness, ''which,"

added he, " I trust the lovely Zulima will

excuse, when I ccr'fess that my admiration

was most powerfully excited by the marked

resemblance of her, both to her mother, as

well as another belc\'ed object.*'

'' Knew you mv mother?" exclaimed

:2ulima, with the most lively emotion, that

shewed the interest she had in his answer.

'' Alas!" replied Theodore, "I had not

that happiness ; as long before my good

fortune conducted me to the sequestered

retreat of the Count Von Werdenberg, she

had joined her kindred angels; but having

been

i



TlfE BLACK BANNER. 255

"been accustomed to gaze upon her resem-

blance, erected in marble over her conse-

crated tomb, the features have made so in-

delible an impression upon my memory,

as can never be effaced/'

Zulima was going to put some further

questions to Theodore, but the Princess^

"ivho had particularly remarked the conclu-

sion of Theodore's first address, prevented

her, by asking who the object of his adora-

tion was, that he ventured to place in com*

petition with the beauties of her young

friend ?

'' One, my dear sister, who, at first sight,

engaged my af!*ections; and a more intimate

acquaintance with the beauties of her mind,

which, if possible, surpass those of her

person, have established them upon so firm

a foundation as time cannot eradicate ; and

as I possess the approbation of her guar-

dian, the Count Von Werdenberg, the res*

toration of my sister to her just rights is

alone wanting to complete my happiness,

as
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as Matilda* has made that event the period

of her cruelty.'*

"Matilda!*' repeated Adelinein surprise;

" can it be?"
" Yes/' interrupted Theodore^ '•'

it is as

you- suspected ; my adored Matilda is the

newly-discovered daughter of the late

Prince of Clagenfurth, by his .^irst wife,

the sister of the Chevalier D'Armfeldt.**

'' When will the mysterious wonders that

surround us cease !'* exclaimed the Prin-

cess; ** every hour discloses some new
event: it is true that the Abbess of St. Veil

acq^uainted me with the existence of Ma-

tilda, and the prior marriage of the Prince

of Cbgenfurth to a lady, who was reported

to be of a noble family, but reduced by

misfartunes ; her name I never knew

;

however, I can now account far the con-

duct of the Chevalier D 'Arm feldtv^hen I last

saw him, for he then hinted that circum-

stances, before unknown to him,, had ren-

dered my welfare no longer indifferent to

him.
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him. Had I at that time placed greater

confidence in him, as he seemed to court

it, I should probably have escaped many of

those dangers which I have since encoun-

tered ; but considering him as the firm

friend of my persecutor, I treated his ad-

vances with the distrust I thought they me-

rited. I had, however, planned that Ma-

tilda should be placed under my own pro-

tection, at the time when, by the art of

Martuccio, I was decoyed from the con-

vent of St. Veil ; and believe me, my dear

Theodore, that I feel the sincerest satisfac-

tion that so lovely a tie exists, which will

more closely cement the house of Clagen-

furth to those of De Mountfort and Wer-

denberg. Although^'' continued Adeline,

looking at Theodore in a manner not to be

misunderstood by him, *4 confess that in my
own mind I had formed a plan to the same

effect, though in another manner; and it

is a source of additional satisfaction to me
to have discovered your prior engagement

in time."

Theodore
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Theodore well understood the meaning?

of his sister^, and his heart confessed^ that had

he never seen his adored Matilda, Zulima

would soon have become the master of it.

" How happy I shall be/' said Zulima,

addressing the Princess^ *^tobe introduced

to a person v/ho nmst be amiable, as she

has already engaged the affections of those

I am most bound to love, and particularly

as, from the conversation I have just heard,

Matilda seems to have experienced a fate

similar to my own ; indeed, I shall be sin-

cerely rejoiced should she accompany my
father here."

The eyes of Theodore glistened with

pleasure at this artless wish ; his emotion

was not unobserved by Adeline, who spor-

tively said, ** There is one in the room at

least that thanks you for that idea, at least

if the eyes speak truth." '

'' True, my dear sister," said Theodore ;

**" that indeed would complete my hap-

piness." -^H
""^

*/ Ah ! Theodore,*' rejoined Adeline,

encompassed
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encompassed as I am with those i hold

most dear, and extricated from a danger

\vhich threatened my future life, I ought

not to murmur; but still, while uncertain

of the fate of Rodolphus, I feel a vacuum

in my heart, that neither my own, or the

happiness ofmy friends, can entirely close.*'

Berthold looked at Theodore, who un-

derstood his meaning, as he recollected his

former assertion respecting the existence

of Rodolphus, to himself and the Count

Werdenberg at Clagenfurth ; and advan-

cing towards the Princess, observed, that

the restoration of the legal heir to the prin-

cipality of Clagenfurth was the only part

of the prophecy uttered by the sibyl of the

forest left unfulfilled : "Surely then,*'

added he, '' there is e\ery reason to hope

that this also will be brought to perfection."

^' Fain would my heart give way to the

delightful expectation,*' rejoined the Prin-

cess ; "but alas! my fears that the pro-

phecy may alread} be in part accomplished,

lessen
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lessen even the small hopes which I have

hitherto ventured to entertain/'

" My dear Adeline, why give way to

such despondency ? How is it possible

that theprophccy»cnn be completed ?"

' '" Love, Theodore," said the Princess^

^ndeavoitring to rally her spirits, *' has, I

see, destroyed your recollection. Do you

not perceive, that should loy fears be rea-

lized, and Rodo rhus be rei-ioved to a bet-

ter world, that vour betrothed Matilda

becomes the heircis of Ciagenfurth ?"

Theodore felt a^ momentary confusion,

but soon recovering himself, said, *' Be-

lieve me, my sister, wh^n I assure you that

the idea has never once entered my head,

having considered Matilda in no other

]\ght than as the adopted daughter of the

Count Von Werdenbcrg; and notwith-

standing I was made acquainted v/ith her

real situation and rank in life, I forgot the

latter, being well contented to receive her

hand solely in the character she was first

introduced
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introduced to me ; and indeed the impres-

sion that has constantly been engraved on

my mind of the existence of Rodolphus,

prevented^ in all probability, my thinking

of the claims of Matilda, an impression

indeed which has lately been more strongly

confirmed by Berthold."

The Princess looked at Berthold, as if

endeavouring to pierce the inmost recesses

of his heart ; and encouraged by the placi-

dity which she fancied was pourtrayed in

his countenance, she exclaimed, " Oh

!

keep me no longer in suspense; if you

know any thing of my Rodolphus, ease the

anxiety of a mother, who confesses that on

this subject she dares not claim the charac-

ter of a heroine; but no," said she, (as if

struck by some sudden recollection) *' per-

haps his enemies have stiil the power to

molest him : oh ! let not my weakness be-

tray him, and in one moment defeat the

care of so many years.'*

'' Compose yourself, Madame," replied

Berthold, ''nor let that resolution, so conspi-

cuous
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ruous in the Princess of Clagenfurth, give

way, when she hears that Rodolphiis lives/*

^' Lives!" repeated Adeline, sinking upon

her knees, and lifting her hands to Heaven ;

*' lives ! oh! repeat it once more, and bless

me with the .'•ound. But where, where is

my long-lost boy ? oh ! let me hasten to

his embrace, and press the living image of

my adored Clagenfurth to these widowed

arms/'—Adeline started up from her hum-

ble posture, and was hurrying towards the

door, when Theodore and Zulima, who ex-

pected that the disclosure might at first

overpower her natural firmness, gently/le-

tained her, and without any resistance led

her back to her seat ; for a few moments

her senses seemed confused, and she gazed

around the room, as if ignorant both of the

place and of the persons who were with

her ; a flood of tears, however, soon res«

tored her faculties; they were suffered to

flow unrestrained for some time, when^

finding herself recovered, she said, '' Par-

don, my friends, a weakness I could not

controul

;

;
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controul ; to hear It confidently asserted by-

one who has proved himself so great a

friend to iny familyj and who I cannot sus-

pect would Jeceive in so delicate and mo-

mentous a point, that nly long-lost child

was in existence, was, after so many years

uncertainty, more than I could sustain.

May I," said she, looking anxiously at Bcr-

thold, " inquire, with safety to himself,

where Rodolphus is
?**

'' Readily, Madame, w^ould I oblige you,"

replied Berthold, *' as I trust that all dan-

ger is over; but a most solemn oath at pre-

sent restrains me from gratifying your anx-

ious wish ; a few^ days, and every restric-

tion will be removed ; but let me once

more assure you that he is in safety, and

under my protection."

" Yours!'* exclaimed both Adeline and

Theodore; while the latter added, '' this

indeed is another discovery which I little

expected, and adds to the mystery in which

^e are all involved."

*' A little patience, my dear friend,"

6 said
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said Berlhold, '' and all will be explained,

when the captain of the banditti will be

seefi in his true colours."

'' There is none/* said the Princess,

'' which he can appear in, but what I am

convinced, from the little experience I

have had, will redqund \o his honour.'*

Berth old bowed, and the conversation

took a general turn, though it chiefly res-

pected the arrival of the Count Werden-

berg, which was most anxiously awaited by

all parties. It was, however, interrupted by

one of the associates of Berthold, who re-

quested to speak with him immediately in

private. He accordingly left the apart-

ment with him : the message was delivered

in so earnest a manner as gave some alarm ;

and as the fear of ill is generally predomi-

nant, they each dreaded that some misfor-

tune had happened, which would throw a

cloud over their present happiness. Ar-

dolph and Theodore were indeed seriously

alarmed, although they kept their fears a

secret both from the Princess and Zulima ;

for
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for the latter^ who was well acquainted

^vith their various modes of communication

with each other, had taken notice of the

peculiar manner in which the request was

' delivered^ and they even both fancied that

they perceived a change in the counte-

nance of Berthold.

Agreeable to the promise that Theodore

had made to Roberto, the latter was per-

mitted to attend upon Albert; he found

him gloomy and melancholy^ and at first

appeared to listen with an apathetic indif-

ference to the account which was given

him of the late events. But when the vil-

lany of Martuccio was pourtrayed to him,

he seemed as if roused from a deep lethargy,

and forgetting for the moment that he was

deprived of all power, he commanded Ro-

berto to bring the traitor to the Castle,

that he might suffer a punishment due to

his enormous crimes. A look, given by

Roberto, recalled him to a recollection of

his situation, and giving a deep sigh, he

again sunk into his former despondency.

His
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His generous frieiKlj however^ endeavoured

to sooth his irritated feelings, by descant-

ing upon the high sense of honour which

Theodore de Mountfort possessed ; and

that the Princess of Clagenfurth, having

unmasked the designs of the traitorous hy-

pocrite, orders had been ah*eady given for

the securing of Martuccio's person : this

information seemed to a fiord some satisfac-

tion, although he took no material notice

of it, but remained in the same stale of ab-

straction as usual.

Ever since the arrival of Theodore at

the Castle of Mittewald, many of the res*

trictions. which had been so rigorously en-

forced had been omitted, and any person

had free admittance, after having passed a

strict examination at the gate, as the draw^-

bridge was no longer drawn up but at

sunset.

One morning, while Roberto was en-

deavouring to amuse his chief, a sealed

packet was brought in and delivered to

Albert. The superscription startled him.

and
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and he could not help exclaiming, '' It is

from that villain Martuccio ; what new de-

ception is he attempting to practise ? he

will, however, find it a difficult matter to

impose upon me a second time."

He opened it with eagerness, and hastily

ran over the contents; for a moment a

Hush of joy animated his countenance

;

but it soon subsided, and he again sunk

into deep reflection. Roberto awaited in

silent anxiety the issue of a scene, which,

from the manner of his chief, he deemed

was of importance ; he dreaded the arts of

Martuccio, and thought that he possessed a

greater influence over the mind of Albert

than ever he himself suspected. Percei-

ving that tlie latter, however, continued si-

lent, he ventured to intrude, by asking if

he could be of any service to him ?

The voice of Roberto aroused him as

from a dream^, and grasping his hand^ with

an' agitation that shewed the tempest that

foraged within his bosom, he exclaimed,

*'- Yes, my friend, of the greatest, and in

VOL. IV. N the
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the most difficult of all attempts^ the co?i^

quest of myself
.'*

Roberto looked surprised ; he had guessed

tfcat the packet contained some extraordi-

rary intelligence, but did not suppose it

possible it could be productive of a scene

like the present. His answer, however,

was consonant to that regard which he had

alwaj'S professed for his chief; and he

requested he would runb;iirt hen his mind to

him, as he promised most faithfully to obey

his commands, even should his life be the

sacrifice.

'/ .Rodolphus," said AJbert, '' is in my
power/*

Roberto started.; an indescribable hor-

ror shot through his soul, as he heard the

unexpected and importanl intelligence ;

while fixing his eyes intently upon his

chief, he endeavoured to discover the se-

cret working of his soul ; yet, notwith-

standing his scrutiny, the thoughts of Al-

bert were impenetrable, who, vvithout'ap-

pearing t© notice the behaviour of Ro-

berto,
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bei'to, continued— *' Hear what that arch

hypocrite says.

' The news of 3^our misfortune reached

n>e in mv solitary cell, and knowing that -I

vv^.s included in the vengeance of Theo-

dore de Mountfort, for the part I look to

serve you, respecting the Princess of Cla-

genfurth, I determined to escape from th6

monastery, more particularly as for some

time past I hav-e suspected that the father

St. Eustace ca ries on a correspondence

W'ith those in the Castle; and I even some-

times fancy that his features^ the little 1

can see of them, as he usually keeps his

hood over his face as much as possible, un*-

der the pretence of protecting his eyes, are

not unknown to me ; though the idea is so

vague, that I cannot ascertain it with accu-

racy sufficien-t to take any adv^antage of it;

but as caution has always been considered

by me better than an over security, I deem-

ed it best to decamp. To you, who have

felt the power of love, I dare appeal for

f:\rgiveness for my past conduct, and to re-

N 2 quest
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quest it may be burled in oblivion. For-

tune has-been propitious in giving me the

power of presenting a peace-offering wor-

thy of your acceptauc-e. The long-undis-

covered Rodolphus is in my power; you

can best appreciate the value of such a

prize ; and the bearer of the packet, whose

fidelity is unquestionable, shall, upon the

production of your signet, convey him to

whatever place of safety you may deter-

mine ; expedition is necessary. An acci-

"dent threw Rodolphus in my way, and a

similar one may deprive me of him/
" "Such, Roberto, are the contents of this

important packet ; had such an event taken

place some time ago, I might have been

happy, but now "

'' Forgive me, my liege," said Roberto,

^vho had recovered from his surprise, '' if I

differ from you ; you have honoured me,

hv asking my assistance in a ca^e the most

delicate ; both my duty to you as my chief,

and the sincere regard I have ever had for

you as a man, demand my compliance.

Yet,

t
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Yet, with this disposition, dare I venture

to withdraw the film that has so long cloud-

ed the eyes of my sovereign ?"

'*
I requested the assistance of a friend/'

replied Albert^, with unusual energy^ '' not

of a slave/'

This answer, as well as the manner m
which it was delivered, conveyed an indes-

cribable pleasure to the generous heart of

Roberto, who, with an animation that gave

additional force to his expressions, replied,

"Now then, I can rejoice in the discovery oC

Martiiccio, since it presents a noble op-

portunity of restoring the fame of my be-

loved Prince, and of making him a rival ii>

glory to Theodore de Mountfort. Al-

ready is the prophecy upon the eve of be-

ing finally completed, as the restoration of

the legal heir to the principality of Cla-

genfurth was denounced as the conclusion^

of the sufferings of its former conqueror.

Dare then to be just, and a life of happi-

ness and fame awaits you : perhaps too

—

for who knows the extent of gratitude for

N 3 a soa
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a son restored ? the prejudice of the lovely

Adeline, though deeply rooted, may ulti-

mately give way to a softer passion ; ami

what force could never elTect^ may become

the willijig reward for the renewal of ma-

ternal happiness."

Roberto ha-d most judiciously touched

the right chord, for scarce had he con-

cluded, than Albert, laying aside all distinc-

tion of rank, embraced hlai as his equal,

exclaiming, " Oh ! how superior are tlie

dictates of virtue to those of vice! hitherto

my days have passed under the degrading

influence of unlimited power; my wilj,

the law ; my passions, my sole and sove-

reign guide : henceforward the precepts of

the Count Von Werdenberg^ whose mira-

culous re-appearance at this critical mo-

ment "leems- almost the ac^of a superior

power, shall be my guide, and by following

liis steps, I may in time, perhaps, prove

myself worthy of the friendship of Theo-

dore de Mountfort, and the love of the

Princess : but/' continued Albert^ " in what

manner
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manner shall we rescue Rodolphus from

the power of Martiiccio, w^hose hypocrisy

1 still dread ? neither do I think him siiv-

cere in his motives forthis disclosure/*

'' Permit me/' replied Roberlo, '' to

entrust your intentions to Berthold^ who,

from the extensive knowledge he possesses,

as well as his known atta-chment to Theo^

dbre and the Princess, will, I doubt no?,

accomplish all your wishes to the utmost

extent; he must, however, bs fuunished

with your signet/*

*' There is a mystery/* replied Albert?,

*' about Berthald, that I cannot fathom;

but as I well know the respect in which he
is universally held, I shall freely entrust the

management to him ; but let the utmost

secrecy be observed until success is assured.

Take therefore the signet, and impress the

necessity of expedition/*

Roberto having received his final instruo

tions, which gave him the most sincere

pleasure, hastened to one of the associates,

who, he had observed, next to Sebastian,

N 4 seemed
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seemed to be treated vvith the greatest con-

lider.ce by his captain. It v/as Bernardo, to

ivhom having disclosed that he wished to

see Berihold upon a matter that embraced

the most important consequences^ it was

delivered as already mentioned.

Eerthold was immediately conducted to

an apartment, where he found Roberta

a 'waiting him with the utmost impatience ;

without any prelude, he acquainted him

with the important intelligence, and the

intentions, together with the wishes, of the

repentant Albert. The latter part of this

information was received with the greatest

joy ; but it received a considerable alloy,

from an account respecting Rodolphus so

totally unexpected, as he had left his

young charge but a few days before, safe

under protection which he deemed per-

fectly secure, it having been for years the

occasional retreat of the noble youth. For

a moment he suspected some of his band

of treachery, but his generous mind soon

discarded the idea^ and refused to harbour

so

I
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SO cruel a suspicion on such slight founda-

tion. He was sensible, however^, that no

time was to be lost, and he accordingly

gave secret directions to some of his asso-

ciates to follow him unperceived to where-

soever the guide was directed to take him,,

as the person commissioned by Albert to

take charge of Rodolphus: but Berthold:

was not to be the dupe to appearances ; he

had been made acquainted with the whole

character of Martuccio, and consequently

mistrusted his present intentions. He ac-

cordingly took every precaution to ensure

his own success^, even against numbers^, and

to datect the wily Italian. He dreaded tc^-

acquaint either Theodore or Ardolph witb

the reason of his sudden departure from>

the Castle^ at the time when the arrival of

the Count Von Werdenberg was daily, ex-

pected ; for although he was aware that his.

absence would produce great uneasiness ta^

all his friends, yet he thought even that

better than to inform them of the truths

particularly after his late declaration of thej

K 5v safety
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safety of the young Prince ; these considc*-

rations, joined to the wishes of Albert hi mr-

self for secrecy, until the arrival of Rodol-

phus, calmed all his fears of Martuccic's

duplicity, and determined him to set off prir

vately, accompanied only by his guide, and

Bernardo, whom, he obseiwed, it^vvas neces-

sary to take with him^ iii order to attend

upon the youth, who was to ht delivered to

his care ; this was an arrangement that

seamed to give the guide some uneasiness

at first, but as he supposed there was only

one, (for the others had been privately

sent out of the Castle, with orders to watch

for them at a certain distance from it) his

cha^rrin at length wore off. Berthold soon

perceived that their route lay towards the

place where, by his orders, Sebastian had

Ith Rodolphus, for it was him who had ac-

companied the former to the northern

apartments, and had been, as already men-

tioned, seen by the Princess of Clagenfurth.

When they iiad arrived within, about two

jBiles of the place,, they turned out of the

main
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main road to the left, and BertlTold recog-

nized a cottage which he was well ac-

quainted with ; he had. ceased to appre-

,hend any serious danger from Martuccio,

from the moment he found the direction

in which they were travelling., as he knew

that there was not a person in the neigh-

bourhood but what was- in his own interest-;

yet still he thought it b^st not to relax in

his precautionSi The cottage he saw was

pointed out to him by his guide as the re-

sidence of Martuccio, who was at that in-

stant reco^^nized bv Bernardo comino: out

from the interior, and looking round, as if

in anxious expectation af seeing some.-

body ; but finding himself disappointed,

he returned within the doors. As one of

their objects of pursuit was in view, they

halted a few minutes to consult upon the

best mode of action ; it was necessary to

make sure of the guide, and BerthoM,,who

never shed the blood of the innocent, de-

termined to try what he had before proved

efficacious, if the terror of his name would

^^ 6 not-
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not be sufficient to bind him to hissen'ice.

Accordingly, turning suddenly to him, he

said, in a stern voice, " You see before

you Berthold, and here is one of my brave

associates/' As he judged, so it happened;

the man, terrified to an excess; begged

him to spare his life, and that, ifhe would

trust him, he would ever serve him faith-

fully. They accordingly told him what

was required of him, and Berthold^, by the

answers he gave to some questions which

were put to him, found that it v/as to mere

accident that Martuccio discovered Rodol-

phus; thts afforded him great satisfaction,

as it entirely expelled the suspicion of

treachery in any of his brave associates.

Arranging therefore their plan of opera-

tions, Berthold proceeded to the front of

the cottage, accompanied by his new pro-

selyte, who had declared himself ambitious

of being admitted into his s-ervice, while

Bernardo, unseen, went round to the back

part. As Martuccio perceived their ap-

proach, he was ready to receive them, al-

though
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• though he made some hesitation in intro-

-diicing Berthold, whose person was un-

known to hinij into the cottage^ until the

latter, producing the signet, declared the

commands of Albert. This was an unex-

pected stroke to Martuccio, as he fancied

that he should alone have had the conduct

of the business. Berthold immediately per-

ceived his hesitation, and judged that his

appearance had totally deranged all his

-deep-laid schemes; but as he did not in-

cstantly answer, he repeated the demand.

-Martiiccio now threw off all reserve, and

.unsuspicious of the defalcation of his for-

mer a^istantj exclaimed in a voice intended

to itstrike terror intohisauditor, '^ Who are

you, who dares assume a power to di-

rect where Martuccio commands? Go
back to the abject Albert, and tell him I

pay no obedience to a prisoner; depart,

or your lifcv'shali pay the forfeit of your

insolence.*'

Berthold, casting a sm.ile of ineffable

contempt upon him^ replied in a tone that

chilled
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chilled the blood of the boasting hypo-

crite, '' When did the life of Berthold de-

pend upon the will of the traitor Mar-

tiiccio ?"

As the Indian, when the deadly snabe

suddenly crosses the tract- he is pursuing,

looks aghast at the sight of the venemous

animal, so did Martticcio when he heard the

name of Berthold ; his first motion was an

attempt to escape; but at that instant Ber-

nardo entered with Rodolphns, whom he

had found in a back part, of the cottage : no

sooner did the young Prince perceive Ber-

thold, than he flew to embrace him; and at

that instant they were joined by those ©f

the band who had been commanded to

follow from the Castle.

There was a wildness in the counteirance

of Martucciothat seemed to indicate adis-

position of making some desperate attempt

;

and from the looks which he cast towards

the young Rodolphus, Berthold, who had

taken particular notice of him, ordered his

companions to seize him as a prisoner^ and
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St the same time to search his person very

minutely, lest he should retain any con-

cealed weapons-. This command was exe-

cuted, although not without great opposi-

tion, as MartUGcio struggled for a consider-

able time, and even slightly wounded Ber-

nardo in tlie attempt, who would instantly

have revenged it by plunging his dagger

into his heart, had not a look from his chief

prevented him. '' Let him not," said Ber-

thold, " experience a death so honourable ;

the wrongs of the Princess of Clagenfurth,

of his betrayed chief, and of mankind in

general, demand a more public and igno-

minious end. Secure him therefore with

the greatest safety,'* said he^ turning to his

associates; *' and remember^ your lives are

answerable for his.'*

" True, my chief,'' replied Bernardo,
'' 1 should have felt a sincere regret, had

my momentary indignation deprived the

hangman of his dues; and although I, know
my brave companions here will most strictly

obey every wish of their beloved chief, yet

I shall
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1 shall feel a satisfaction in partaking of

the charge, until our arrival at the Castle ;

for as I dare say he will be very cheerful

at the prospect ofseeing all his old friends

collected together, his adventures will

amuse.'*

''Be it so/* said Berthold, smiling ; ''and

as we have every thing in readiness^ let us

instantly set off on our return, for I feel

iiTipatient to introduce my young friend to

those who have the strongest claims upon

his affection/*

" Ah, Sir/* replied Rodolphus, " what-

ever is decreed to be my future destiny, it

can never obliterate the parental attention

I have received from those under whose

protection I have so long lived/*

Berthcld pressed his hand with fervour;

the hearts of both seemed too full for fur-

ther conversation, and they recommenced

theirjourney in silence. They had arrived

within a day's journey of Mittewald Castle;

and had just selected a spot for their nightly

encampment, when the trampling of horses

announced
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nnnoiinced the approach of other travel-

lers; and as Berthoid himself was prepa-

ring to reconnoitre their appearance, a sig-

r.al, as from one of his associates, was heard,

and was no sooner repeated than. Sebastian^

accompanied by Henry Count Von Wer-

denberg and Matilda, appeared. The joy

of this sudden rencontre was mutual ; all

thoughts of rest were laid aside, and the

night was passed in various explanations ;

indeed Berthoid was so much taken up with

paying every possible attention to the

Count and Matilda, that it was some time

before he perceived that the prophetic sibyl

was of the party. Sensible of her import-

ance, and of his own neglect, he would

have apologized; but this she would not

permit, saying, ''that he had too much to

think of to attend upon her; besides,/*

added she; with as much good humour as

she could assume, " recollect, my servants,

are always awaiting my signal."

The conversation that passed during the

night was of course relative to tTie discove-

ries
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rics which had taken place, more particti-
]

larly those of Rodolphus and Zulima : the

reception of the former, by the Count,

had been tridy paternal ; and as he viewed

the elegant appearance of the youth, he

cherished the hope that the charms of his

Zulima might obtain the possession of a

heart formed in the school of the most rigid'

virtue; while Matilda, who, ever since the

knowledge of her birth, had been taught to

cherish the memory of her absent brother^

glowed with unaffected delight, as he

pressed upon her cheek the first kiss of fra-

ternal love. -Ail congratulated him upon

his escape from the power of Martuecio,

whose complicated crimes struck horror

into every heart.

Berthold, unknown- to the County had

dispatched one of his men, with orders

to be secret as to his ov^n expedi^tion,

but merely to announce his speedy arrivaj,

accompanied by the Count, Matilda, and

the sibyl of the forest. A double motive

actuated him to this measure ; for he not

only
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only wished to prepare them for the re-

ception of the Count and his friends, but

also for the present to disguise the true

reason of his absence, or the return of the

young Rodolphus with hiir*, until he had

consulted both Albert and the Count ; and

he conjectured that by returning with the

latter, they would, until it was proper to

discover the truth, attribiite his late sudden

absence to some intelligence which he had

received respecting that revered friend.

The conduct of Martuccio, during their

journey, was insolent and daring ; and he

appeared to leave no method untried^ by

which he might irritate his guards, and pro-

voke them to immediate revenge; but the

implicit obedience which they had ever

been accustomed to pay to the orders of

their chief, prevented his design, although

Bernardo, who minutely attended to all his

actions, found great difficulty in restraining

the impatience of several of his comrades,

whose tempers were ill calculated to suffer

insult with impunity. The nearer they

approached
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approached the Castle^ the more outrage-

ous were the expressions of Martiiccio ;

and at length Bernardo determined^ as he

Gould not punish his" insolence as he

wished, that he would at least prevent him

from urtering i^:, and accordingly he com-

manded a gag to be put into hisrnouth ;

this was instantly and joyfully performed^,

and in that manner was ihe hypocrite taken

to the Castle, amidst the scofis and laughter

o[ the whole circle of menials.

During the latter part of their journey,.

Berthold had consulted with the Count

Von Werdenberg, and the sibyl, who was

admitted to their private conference, as to

the most proper mode to be adopted for

the introduction ofRodolphus, when it was

agreed that his return with them to the

Castle should not be taken notice of until

they had held a consultation with Albert;

and as they thought, judging from prior

eircumstances, that the sibyl would have

the greatest intiuence over his mind, she^

was appointed to wait upon him, as soon as

Roberta.
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Eoberto had announced to him the success

ofBerthoId, in rescuing the young Rodol-

phus from the hands of Martuccio, and the

arrival of the latter, as a prisoner, awaiting

the punishment due to his crimes.

The well-known signal for the approach

of travellers was no sooner made, than it

was jovfullv answxred from the interior of

the Castle, where Theodore, Ardolph, Ade-

line, and Zulima, were anxiously awaiting

their arrival, having received intelligence

of their near advance, through the consi-

derate prudence of Berthold, he having

sent, as before observed, a messenger for-

ward, in order to prevent their surprise^

and also to make some arrangements, which,

according to the plan they had settled, were

necessary, lest a premature discovery of

the return of Rodolphus should defeat them.

As soon as they had entered the gates,

Eoberto, who had been ordered to meet

them there, expressed his sincere happi-.

ness at their success; adding, that Albert

was so completely altered in his disposition,

as
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as to afford a happy prospect to his friends

for his future welfare. *' The restoration of

Rodolpiuis/' said he, '' is become the pri-

mary object of his wishes, and the fear

lest he should not be rescued from the

power of that wily hypocrite, hns been so

f^reat as to prevent him even from taking

his natural rest ; and I feel firmly convinced

that most, if not all, of those tyrannical ac-

tions, which he has lately been guilty ©f,

have proceeded from the artful suggestions

of his 5pitorous minion, who, I trust, will

not be permitted to escape the punish-

ment due to the enormity of his odences.'*

*' To render your wish efrectual," replied

the Count Von Werdenberg, *' do yon

and Bernardo take the charge of him, and

see him fettered so set:urely as to prevent

any possible attempt against his own life;

and remember, that until we have had an

interview with Albert, the knowledge that

Rodolphus is in the Castle must be can-

feied to yourself.'*

Iloberto thanked the Count for the con-

fidence
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fKJence which he had placed in him, assuring

him of his strict adherence to his directions;

adding, " The greatest pleasure I can re-

ceive, next to seeing the restoration of my
chief's happiness, will be the punishment

of that miscreant, who, not cantent with

uro-ins: him to commit acts that alienated

the affection of his best friends, basely de-

serted him at his utmost need ; and to add,

if possible, to his villany, endeavoured to

rob him of that sole comfort that he looked

forward to, in the midst of his greatest

misfortu.nes."

Roberto and Bernardo immediately drag-

ged their prisoner to his dungeon, wher-e,

fer the first time, they took away the impe-

diment to his speech ; and having secured

him beyond the possibility of his injuring

his own life, they ]eh him uttering the

most dreadful imprecations.

But although these arrangements were

judicious, there was one heart that felt dis-

appointed ; and Rodolphus, who had long

anticipated the joy of seeing a mother, of

whom
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whom he was too yoiiiig to have any recol-

lection when taken from her arms, felt un-

easy at the delay ; yet^ as he was satisfied

that Berthold, whom he respected as a fa-

ther, and whose wishes were to him equi-

valent to the most positive orders, had a

sufficient reason for imposing this tempo-

rary restraint, he stifled every appearance

of regret; and in the company of Sebastian,

who was ordered to attend him until he

was publicly announced in his real charac-

ter, he Mt the hours pafis av^'ay without ex-

periencing the languor which is too coni-

monly the attendant of inactio-n.

- Henry Count Von Werdenberg, \^ho,

having been previously forewarned by the

sibyl, had received the intelligence brought

to him by Sebastian vJith a manly fortitude,

felt his resolution abate, now that he v^as on

the point of beholding a long-lost daugli-

tcr, the image of her with whose existence

his own had almost closed ; for had it net

been for the accidental arrival of Theodore

and Sternheim at his chosen asylum, it was

more
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more than probable that he would never

have returned to that society of which Na-

ture had destined him to shine a conspi-

f:uous member, but which had lost the only

charms that had once attached him to it.

Numerous were the inquiries that he made
of Sebastian, and with breathless pleasure

he listened to the oft-told tale, in which not

only her external beauties were depicted in

faithful colours, but those also of her mind;

and the knowledge that she was found

worthy of the friendship of the Princess

of Clagenfurth, most fully, in his mind,

stamped the true value of her perfections.

But although he had heard every thing from

Sebastian that was possible to be known,

yet Berthold was requested to repeat it

over and over again.

At the interesting moment when he en-

tered the hall, where the Princess and Zu-

lima were waiting to receive him, he could

scarcely support himself, although assisted

by the arm of Berthold ; he gazed eagerly

around; the features ofZulima were too

VOL, IV, o deeply
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:4eepl 3^ engraven on his heart to be mistaic!^,

and for an instant he almost fancied that it

^yas herself, just as she appeared when first

she owned her love. Ziilima had risen

frpm her seat the moment he entered, in

iprderto meet him, but she trembled so ex-

cessively, as to be unable to proceed ; when

ihe Princess, who perceived her distress,

hastened to her assistance. Neither was

the Count less agitated ; for a few mo-

ments he seemed lost, when, suddenly rush-

ing forward, he found himself embraced by

the image of his sainted Zulima; scarcely

could he articulate ''My child, my child!"

"when tears at the recollection of the past

trickled down his venerable cheeks, and he

suffered himself to be seated upon the sofa ;

still, however, he kept hold of Zulima, as

if fearful she should <igain be taken away

from him ; and it was a considerable space

of time before a sufficient degree of compo-

sure was established between any of the

parties.

The attention of the Princess of Clagen-

furth



THE BLACK BANNER. 291

furth had been so entirely engrossed by

Zulima, that Matilda had passed unnoticed;

the latter, however, readily excused the

seemino; nes^Iect, or indeed scarcelv thought

xj[ It, as it had given her an opportunity of

enjoying a long iete-a-iite with Theodore;

neither was he less pleased; but perceiving

jhat his friends seemed more composed, he

took his betrothed bride by the hand, and

introduced her as such to his sister and Zu-

lima. Adeline started when the features

of Matilda fh'st met her viev/ ; the rose

yielded to the lily ; and it was evident that

the presence of Matilda had occasioned

her some unpleasant reflection; it was,

. however; soon dissipated ; and taking her

in her arms, she embraced herWith the af-

fection of a mother,.observing, that she had

•no sooner made the discovery of her birth,

ihan she had determined to take her under

hen own care, had not circumstances, with

which she was doubtless acquainted,, de-

prived her of the power ; ''nor will you, my
dear Tiicodore," she continued, ''or your

o S beloved
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beloved Matilda, be surprised at tlie wan-

ner of your first reception, when you are

told that the agitation I could not conceal

was caused by tlie great resemblance ofyour

intended bride to her illustrious father."

Mutual congratulations ensued, and the

generous Ardolph was so overwhelmed

with tbe genuine gratitude expressed by

the Cownt Von Werdenberg for the protec-

tion of his daughter, that it almost became

painful to him ; nor was he sorry when the

conversation was put a stop to by the sug-

gestion of the Princess, that the great ex-

ertions they had undergone in the course

of the day, rendered it prudent for the fe-

males at least to retire to rest ;
'' and I have

ordered that my two daughters (for as such,

said she, with a smile, I shall claim you both )

shall occupy the same apartments as my-

self." These preparations were soon made,

and they retired to their repose, with a

greater portion of happiness than they had

any of them experienced for a long time.

The arrival of Berthold, together with the

Count
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Count Von Werdenberoj and the voims:

Rodolphus, wa& immediately made known

to Albert by Roberto, who h'kewise told his

chief the orders he had rec€ived respecting

Marluccio. The eyes of Albert glistened

at the intelligence, and it was evident, that

had the fate of his former minion depended

upon him, he would have experienced are

immediate punishnvent. " Now," ex-

claimed he, ** I feel the want of power;

but will the Count Von Werdenberg, will

Theodore de Mountfort, or even the lovely

Adeline herself, permit crimes of sucb

enorm.ous magnitude to pass unpunished ?

impossible ! Though enemies, their hearts^

are the seats of justice, and they will re-

venge the injuries of Albert as well as their

own/*^

" Spare yourself, my liege/* replied

Roberto, '' any uneasiness upon this ac-

count ; the base Martuccio is doomed by
the general voice, and your sanction only-

retards his punishment."

" Mine, Roberto ! mine, a prisoner !"

o 3 '' Soonw
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" Soon^ my chief/* replied Roberto, '' I

trust you will no longer be so; even now
is the prophecy completed, and Rodolphus

restored, the solemn denunciation ceases.

The sibyl of the forest
"

*' Ah ! y/hat of her ?" exclaimed Albert ;

*' years have passed since that, mysterious-

being crossed my path. Would that I had

listened to her advice ! but no matter; it

is too late to prevent, though not to re-:

medy the past. But say; what know you

of the sibyl?"

'^ She accompanied the Count Von Wer-

denberg hither/' replied Roberto; '^and-

is even now preparing for an interview

with my chief/'

Albert shuddered ; his mind seemed dis-

tracted by contending passions, as a rapid

review of his actions, subsequent to his last

interview with her, passed in succession

across it : at length, exerting the remains of

his former heroism, he exclaimed, '^ Be it

so:" then softening his voice, he continued,

leaning on the shoulder of Roberto, as if to

•support
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support himself, *' Believe me, Roberto, T

had rather face the most terrific front of

war than encounter the look of this dreaded

being."

The judicious observations, however, of

that faithful attendant, strengthened the-

miiid of Albert, whose heart, divested of

that pride which, increasing. from his earlier

years, had by degrees attained an height

not to be controiiled, now felt a return of

those noble feelings in which alone true

heroism consists. A firm principle of jus-

tice had dethroned the demon of revenge ;

and when he calmly reviewed his past ac-

tions, he shuddered at the enormity of his

guilt, and owned the punishment he had

su fleered, thou oh severe, to be just.

Jt not un frequently happens, that; a man
who is convinced of his errors suffecientiy

to abjure them, and is determined to pur-

sue a course diametrically the reverse to

that which he had so strenuously persisted

in, enters upon his opposite career with an

energy and sincerity equal, if not superior,

G 4i ta^



^f>6 THE BLACK BANNEK.

to his former misconduct ; such was the

case of Albert ; he found his haughty spi-

sit {vubdued by fate itself; and while he

contemplated the characters of his brave op-

ponents, he almost wondered that he could

have been so long blind to the charms of

virtue. The actions of Henry Von Wer-

d^iiberg;, of Theodore de Mount fort, and

even of the mysterious Berthold^ passed in

rapid succession before his view, and his

mind weighed them in the balance with his

own. It is true, the battles he had fought,

the victories he had gained, were as brilliant

as those in which his opponents had been

engaged ; but his were the result either of

ambition or revenge, while theirs pro-

coocled from <hc >yioK of protoptingf the Op-

pressed ; and while the one obtained the

curses, the other engaged the affection

both of their own adherents, and of many

of their adversaries.

In this disposition the Count Von Wer-

denberg, who had previously intimated his

intention of paying him a visit, found him.

Albeit
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Albert received him ^ith such a dignity,,

blended with respect, as interested the ve-

nerable Count, who soon felt convinced'

that the generality of his past actions pro-

ceeded more from a blind confidence in'

others, than in a natural depravity of heart.

Few words were necessary between men.

whose real dispositions were founded on

virtue, and a treaty of annity was soon con-

cluded, equally to the honour of both

parties.

As soon as this important business was*

settled, Theodore, Berthold, and the young*

Rodblphus, were introduced, and a general

reconciliation took place, to the infinite sa-

tisfaction of the generous Roberto, who
could, not' refrain from tears, at the happy

reverse of his master's fortune.

While they were thus enjoying the satis-

faction arising from the late events, the.

sibyt made her appearance unannounced^^

Albert started, and hastily concealed hisr

face in his robe, as if afraid to encounter

her looks. She was habited in the exact:

o 5 costume
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costume as when she first denounced his

fates. Perceiving his agitation, she ad-

vanced towards him, and in a voice as mild

as she could assume, said, '^Albert, fear

not; the time long since foretold is now
arrived ; and the son of Sigismond, no lon-

ger the slave of the demon of revenge,

shall again shine forth to the world with

renovated lustre. Hitherto you have proved

2iiy predictions just. Once more then at-

tend, and remember, that as Jong as you

make your brave and virtuous opponents a

pattern for your actions, happiness shall at-

tend you, and love—but I am forbid to

disclose its secrets. Once more, farewell

;

and while virtue remains your guide, the

sibyl of the forest will prove a faithful

guardian.'*

Y/ith this admonition she departed ; nor

could the united entreaties of the Count

and Theodore prevail on her to remain

any longer at the Castle.

During her speech, the attention of Al-

bert, "who conquered his first reluctance;,

was
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%va3 rivetted upon her; and at the pause

his heart beat quick, as he hoped she

Avould have foretold his success with Ade—•J
line. The disappointment was as great as

his hopes had been flattering, and h^-

scarcely listened to the remaining part oR

her speech.

After the departure of the sibylj a gene-*-

ral conversation took place, during whichj,.

Albert, addressing himself to the Count

and Theodore, said^ "Dare I venture ta.

re<

Clagenfurth

Theodore knew not how to answer; buj

the Count, taking, Rcdolphus by the han<

and placing it in Albert's, said, ** This may

possibly procure yon your wish, and inr

deed it is time that the Princess should be

put out of suspense. J will prepart her for

the interview."

All^ert returned his thanks for the kind-

ness which he had received; and the^

ComU saying as he went out, '' Remem-

ber Martuccio/'* sought the apartment where

06 Adeline!,.

quest an introduction to the Princess of.

la.frenfurth ?"

land^.
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Adeline, together with her young frlendsf^

Were anxiously awaiting the result of their

consultations.

The parting words of the Count were

not neglected, and the sentence of death

was decreed both by Albert and Theodore,

when Berthold, who had purposely kept

silent, observed, that he thought his crimes

were swch as not to* merit death.

'' How V cried both Albert and Theodore,

in amaze i
" can Berthold, who seemed

the most exasperated against Martuccio,

seek to skreen him from a punishment he

'flas so well deserved ?**

"Excuse me, my friends, ifl again repeat

niy sentiments. Death to such a wretch as

Martuccio^ must be a blessing, not a pu-

nishment ; no, let him Vi\ey but in such a

state a& he shall have reason to deprecate

the proffered mercy; nor can it be deemed

a punishment too severe for crimes such as

he has been guilty of. You know, Theo*

dore, the cavern in which those who are

guilty of treachery to our brave associates
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are rmmnred : let him b^ conducted there,

and I will answer for his security."

*^' Your observation," replied Theodore,

*' was just, and I doubt hot but that Albert

i\m11 relinquish his punishmen^t to you,

when I assure him that I had rather suffer

the most excruciating torments devised by

man, than experience the life doomed for

Martuccio/*

Albert readily gave way ; and it was

agreed, Jhat in order to prevent any solici-

tations from the Princess, who, from a mis«

taken mercy,, might attempt to mitigate his

doom by entreaties, which they might find

difficult ta resist, orders should immediately

be given to convey Martuccio to the pri-

son where the associates confined their re-

fractory brethren; and to prevent any pos-

sibility of escape, either by art or bribery,

Bernardo was entrusted with the execution

of the sentence, an esiployment which, al-

though he was very £ar from being of a san-

guinary nature, he accepted with pleasure.

In vain did Martuccio, who> from his for-

xQei
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mer mode of life, well knew the nature^

and extent of his punishment, beg for im-;

mediate execution ; all were deaf to his

entreaties, and all acknowledged that his

punishment was not more than adequate-

to the heinousness of his crimes..

In the mean time,, the Count had re-

paired to the apartment of the Princess,

where he, in the most delicate manner, ac-

quainted her with the past transactions^,

concluding with the request of Albert, that

she would receive her long-lost son Rodol^

phus from his hands. The feelings of Ade-

line were such as can be better imagined;

than described ; nor can they be duly ap-

preciated but by those who have experir

enced similar trials; for although she had-

been gradually prepared by preceding cir-

cumstances for the event; yet the reality at

fu'st overpowered her. Her own good

sense, and the persuasive arguments of the

Count, at length restored her resolution ;

yet still she shuddered at the idea of re-

ceiving her son from the hands of the man
who
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who had murdered his father; but whea

the contrition of Albert was pointed out ta

her by the County as well as the reconcili-

ation ofTheodore, joined with his own ap-

probation of his present conduct, all these

circumstances, combined with the comple-

tion of the prophecy, induced her to give

way to his representations.

As soon as it was known that the Prin-

cess would receive him, Albert advanced

with a trembling step, accompanied by

Theodore and Berthold, and taking the

Young Rodolphus in his hand, they entered

the apartment of the Princess, where the

Count and Ardolph awaited their arrival.

The scene which ensued might furnish

a group for a painter, that would call forth

all the exertions of his art. The Princess

of Clagenfurth sat upon a sofa, supported

upon each side by Zulima and Matilda,

pressing the young Rodolphus in her arms,

although scarcely sensible of the happiness

she enjoyed ; while Albert knelt at her feet,

"watching with the greatest anxiety every

* 5 turn
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turn of her countenance, which would

sometimes exhibit a wildness that suffici-

ently proved her ideas were not entirely

collected. In the front stood the Count

and Theodore, with her other friends, who>^

although naturally interested in the con*

cerns of the Princess, beheld with pleasure

the amiable attention of Zulima and Ma-

tilda^ and the looks of approbation which

they received from the parent, and the

lover, gave thenv an amelioration that ren-

dered them more lovely than usual.

As both joy and grief, however, has its

limits. Nature at length resumed its proper

functions, and the mind of Adeline became

composed and attentive to the passing

scene ; perceiving Albert at her f^eet, she

requested him to rise, saying, '* As fate has

ordained that L should receive my long-lost

Rodolphus from your hands, time may,

perhaps,, eradicate those impressions so

deeply engraven on my heart. The pre-

sent you have made me (pressing Rodol-

phus to her bosom) is too valuable to be

received
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received with apathy, and I will endeavour

to forget/'—Adeline burst into tears; and

Albert, much affected, yet flattered by what

the Princess had said, replied in a voice al-

most inaudible from agitation, *' Forgive

me. Madam, for calling forth, by my pre-

sence, those feelings of which I must ever

lament the cause; and as I am truly sensi-

ble of the kindness of my reception, and

that at the present moment I only enhance

your distress, permit me to retire."

The Princess, incapable of answering,

bowed ; and Albert, turning to Zulima and

Matilda, to whom he had been previously

introduced by the Count Von Werdenberg,

added, " To you, ladies, I leave my cause,

convinced that you will not be more cruel

to my interest than my noble friends/' He
then departed, together with his friends,

all of whom, except Ardolph, accompanied
hini; but the latter, at the request of the

Princess, remained with Rodolphus.

Several days passed in forming different

arrangements; messengers were dispatched

to
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to Ciagenfiirtli, with the information of the

foregoing events to the Chevalier D'Arm-

felJt, and Sternheim, who, together with

De Rosenberg and Aiphonsine, they ha-

ving, according to the request ofBerthoM,

repaired to that city, were awaiting in anx-

ious expectation and suspense, the arrival

of intelligence : the news gave the since-

rest joy ; it was soon dispersed through

the principality, and the greatest prepara-

tions were made for the reception of their

young sovereign and his revered mother.

The Princess of Clagenfnrth soon reco-

vered from the effect produced by the res-

toration of Rodolphus, and with her happi-

ness her health and beauty returned. The

Castle of Mittewakl, from having been the

scene of gloomy solitude, became the abode

of gaiety and happiness ; nor did any one

rejoice in the change more than the gene-

rous Roberto arnd his family, whom the li-

berality of the Count Von Werdenberg

r\"iost amply remunerated for their kindness

to the Princess.

Albert
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Albert was now frequently admitted to

their society ; he however carefully avoided

any conduct that could in the least alarm

thePrineess, who insensibly became recon-

ciled to his company ; and before they left

Mittewald, he was made happy by an in-

vitation to accompany them to Clagen-

furth, where the Count assured him he
^ would be received by the people with res-

pect, as the restorer of their young Prince.

The invitation was too flattering to be re--

fused; and the Princess making no objec-

tion, the necessary preparaticrns were made

for their departure from Mittewald.

Previous,, however, to this, two events

of some importance took place. The
• Count deemed it necessary that a special-

messenger should be sent to Vienna, with

dispatches to lay before the Emperor ia

person. At first he seemed in doubt whe-

ther or not to go himself; Ardolph, to

whom he mentioned the circumstance, of-

fered his services, observing, that it was his

intention to follow his adopted child to

Clagenfurth^
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Clagcnfurth, for which purpose he should

resign the situation that he held, which he

must do to the Emperor in person. This

arrangement was peculiarly satisfactory to

the Count, who told him at the same time,

that Berthold would accompany him. Ar-

dolph was surprised ; when the Count, wha
perceived it, said with a smile, " Before

vou return the mystery will cease ; but you

must not be surprised to find the captain

of banditti received by the Emperor with

greater favour than yourself."

'' Well," replied Ardolph, '' I see I must

have patience; but I am content, as I

well know that every action of the Count

Von Werdenberg is dictated by prudence

and propriety."

Berthold had previously known of this

arrangenpi^ent, and had made preparations

accordingly. Before, however, he set out,

Albert, who seemed drawn towards him by

an invisible tie, said, " Berthold, I wish

not to penetrate your secret, yet I feel

myself compelled to esteem you ; nor can

I^ thougli
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i, though against the evidence of my eyes

and ears, consider you as a captain of* ban-

ditti. Be what you may, however, as I am

determined never again to set fool within

these territories, if they are of any value to

you, accept them from me. Hold, (seeing

Berthold going to interrupt him) I will

not be denied; my followers here, I sliall

provide for elsewhere
;
yet, if there are any

-^vho wish to remain, and you Chuse to in-

corporate them with your associates, they

"have my permission,"

*' Albert," replied Berthold, ^' I accept

your generous offer, and on my return

from an interview with the Emperor, I will

make the necessary arrangements,"

Albert started with astonishment, and

exclaimed, " Berthold, are you in your

senses ? are ywi going to Vienna ? you an

interview with the Emperor !*'

" Even so,*' replied Berthold, with a

smile ;
*' but at present I can only repeat,

that I accept your offer with pleasure; and

I flatter myself tha^t it will not be l<?ng be-

fore



310 ^ THE BLACK EAKNER.

fore the bandit Berthold shall repay the

noble generosity of Albert."

This circumstance, however, detained

them some time longer at Mittewald, as it

^vas necessary that Berthold should give

some directions to his new household, al-

though he left the principal part of the

arrangement to Sebastian." He then assem-

bled the whole band, and informed them

of his new acquisition; this intelligence

was received with the most enthusiastic

applause by his associates, who became

more than ever attached to him ; and so

much was he beloved, that many of the gar-

rison requested leave to remain with him ;

their offers, after they had undergone the

usual ceremonies, were accepted ; and Se-

bastian having been declared captain ofth^

Castle, with Bernardo as his lieutenant

under him, every thing was in readiness for

their departure.

It isunnecessary to follow either Berthold

to Vienna, or to describe the journey of

the Princess to Clagenfurth ; nothing ma-

terial
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terial took place until their arrival at that

city, where the latter was received with

every demonstration of joy that a grateful

people could shew for the restoration of

the heir to a farnliy so universally beloved.

The Chevalier D'Armfeldt received them

at the entrance of the city • and having

welcomed the cavalcade with every ho-

nour that could be devised, he declared the

Prince Rodolphus sovereign of the princi-

pality. An universal shout testified the

approbation of the multitude ; while Ade-

line, shedding tears of pure joy, silently

offered up her thanks to Providence, which

had supported them through all their dan-

gers. The lovely Alphonsine was intro-

duced to the Princess^ and also to Zulima

and Matilda, who received her with plea-

sure ; and from that moment a friendship

commenced between these young beauties,

that proved the solace of their future days ;

nor was it long before they perceived that

iheir young friend had engaged the affec-

tions of the Chevalier D'Armfeldt, a disco-

very



S12 TllV. SLACK BANNER.

very that added to the satisfaction they ex-

perienced at her first introduction, as this

alliance would be the means of uniting the

whole family.

The reception of Albert, supported as

he was by the friendship of their young

Prince and the Count Von Werdenberg,

was more j^ratifving: than his most sanguine

hopes could expect ; no murmurs or allu-

sions to past transactions wounded his ears,

or made him dread any act of indignity.

In his behaviour to the Princess, his con-

duct was perfectly correct ; and those ami-

able qualities with which Nature had en-

dowed him, but which the flattery and art of

those by whom he was surrounded had per-

verted, now shone with such lustre as to gain

him tlie esteem of those who had been hi??

most powerful enemies. Sensible, how-

ever, that some time must elapse before he

could expect the impressions so deeply en-

^^raven on the heart of the Princess to be

eradicated, he hinted his intention of with-

drawing himself for some time from the

court

;
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court; but in this he was opposed both by the

CountVon Werdenberg and Theodore; and

even the Princess herself seemed to desire,

his stay, although she cautiously avoided

expressing her sentiments.

But amidst those who exulted in the hap-

piness of those around hinij no one was

more sanguine than the venerable and

faithful Sternheim ; he had been intro-

duced by Adeline to Rodolphus as the cho-

sen favourite of his father; and he had the

happiness to find that he was held in equal

esteem by the son ; to him the young

Prince w^ould freely disclose the secrets of

liis heart ; nor could he have chosen a more

worthy confidant: it was not long, however,

before his penetration discovered that the

wishes of the Count and the Princess of

Clagenfurth were likely to be fulfilled ; for

unused to disguise his sentiments, Rodol-

phus soon disclosed to his friend that he

could not behold Zulima with indifFerence,

and he besought him to sound the Count

upon the subject ; it was an employment

VOL. IV. p that

#:
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that gave him joy, as he well knew the

wishes of all parties.

The Count and Princess received the in-

telligence with a satisfaction that neither

endeavoured to conceal; and as the attach-

ment was mutual^ it was determined that

all the marriages should take place at the

same time, when D'x\rmfeldt, Theodore, and

Kodolphus led their blooming brides to the

altar.

The rejoicings which had taken place

upon the restoration of Rodolphus were

renewed with greater splendour upon his

marriage ; but no one contributed more to

them than Berthold, who had returned

from Vienna; he seemed nqt only the di-

rector, but the life of every amusement.

Balls, tournaments, and every heroic exer-

cise that could stimulate the youthful mind

to emulate the deeds of their fathers, were

resorted to upon this occasion ; while the

youths, animated by the smiles of the fair,

exerted themselves to deserve their future

favours.

Thus
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Thus passed the first weeks after the re-

turn of the Princess of Clagenfurth to the

scene of her former happiness^ when the

party being one day collected together at

the palace^ she, turning to Berthold,, said,

'' It was you that first gave ease to my
aching heart, by informing me of the ex-

istence of my dear Rodolphus : circum-

stances at that time not only prevented a

further disclosure, but involved the whole

in greater mystery, which has increased

ever since. When may we expect a solu-

tion of those occurrences which have cre-

ated no small astonishment in the minds of

all our friends?"—Berthold smiled, when

the Count Von Werdenberg, taking up the

discourse, replied, '' The time is now ar^

rived when part of the mystery at least

may be disclosed, as I may be permitted to

introduce the friend of my earlier days, by

a name which the canker worm of malice

has long traduced. In Berthold, the sup-

posed captain of banditti, you behold Leo-

pold, the brother ofyour beloved Emperor."

p 2 'The
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The astonishment depicted on the coun-

tenances of every one present, was com-

mensurate with the sudden impression

made by such an unexpected disclosure

;

every eye was fixed upon him, while every

tongue spontaneously repeated '^Leopold/^

in a tone of doubtful surprise. ** To him-

self," continued the Count, ''
I shall leave

the relation of his adventures."

" It was my wish," replied Leopold, '''to

have related every circumstance of my lifo,

and to have explained in the fullest man-

ner my connexion with those falsely called

banditti, as they have for years been under

my command, with a regular commission

from the Emperor ; so far am I permitted

to explain ; but my friend Ardolph knows

that at present I am restricted by the posi-

tive commands of the Emperor, who, at the

same time, requests I would still continue

as the captain ofmy brave associates, though

no longer by the assumed name of Berthold,

but Leopold. Thus far, however, Madame,"

continued he, addressing the Princess, ''I

am
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am permitted to explain^ that from his

earliest infancy I have been the guardian

of Rodolphiis, and have protected him from

those evils which otherwise he would have

found it difficult to have escaped. For-

tune threw Seckendorf into my power

:

we instantly recognized each other^ and

became friends. He entrusted me with the

secret of his precious charge, confident that

he could no w'here be so secure as when

under my protection. During his life, and

that of his amiable partner, they constantly

superintended the education of their young

charge, and at their decease I took care to

provide proper masters in every useful sci-

ence, and from that period considered him

as my own son.

*' My establishment was such, and my
plans so well executed, that nothing could

pass in the neighbouring courts but I re^

ceived intelligence of it; it was 'by this

means, Theodore, that I became acquainted

with the plot formed against your life,

which I knew nothing but your removal for

p 3 a time
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a time to a place of safety could secure,

I constantly corresponded with my bro-

ther, the present Emperor, by means of a

confidential spy; and although he could

not, from circumstances which are now no

more, openly avow his partiality for me,

yet he gave me, at my own request, the

commission I have mentioned ; and not-

withstanding this was done by the unani-

mous approbation of my associates, they

as yet know not my real name or quality ;

they will not, however, long remain in ig-

norance, as I have already given orders for

the whole band to assemble at Mittewald,

which I intend as my future residence, the

grant which the generous Albert made

being solemnly confirmed by the Emperor,

This is more particularly my choice^ as I

shall be in such a centrical position as to

be, able to give the earliest assistance to my

friends, at the same time as I can bid defi-

ance to my enemies. To you, Albert, I am

indebted for this gift ; permit me, in re-

turn (producing at the same time a sealed

packet)
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packet) to offer you the fruitful territory of

Treviso, lately ceded to the Emperor by the

Venetian state, as a small return for your

generosity to the unknown Berthold ; and

remember, that, on all emergencies, the

Lord of Mittewald is the friend of Albert."

Leopold ceased, and although pleased

with this concise account, thev all re<rretted

the being deprived of hearing the adven-

tures of his life, which were known only to

the Emperor and the Count Von Wcrden-

berg. Words were, however, inadequate

to express the thanks of Adeline for the

protection of Rodolphus ; but \vhat the

tongue refused to utter, the looks suffici-

ently explained.

Albert, in words expressive of his grati-

tude, thanked the generous Leopold, to

whom he made no doubt but that he was

indebted for the favour of the Emperor

;

and as it was necessary for him to repair to

Vienna, in order to be formally invested

with his new territory, he mentioned hi^

determination of setting off for that city,

• and
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and felt much gratified when Leopold de-

clared his intention of accompanying him.

As yet he had never ventured to give the

most distant hint of his wishes to the Prin^-

cess Adeline; but neither his looks ar his

intention could be misconstrued. Before,

however, he proceeded to Vienna, he re-

solved to know his fate, for which purpose

he addressed Theodore de Mountfort.

That noble youth, had for some time past

held Albert in the highest esteem ; nor

was the Count Von Werdenberg less his

friend. To him Theodore mentioned the

perseverance of Albert, and expressed his

own wishes that he might be successful.

In company with so powerful an auxiliary,

Theodore' ventured to address his sister

upon the subject ; for a long time she re-

sisted all their arguments, until at length,

yielding rather to the united wishes of her

family and friends, than to her own desire,

she consented to receive Albert as her hus-

band, at the expiration of twelve months,

if he continued to deserve the approbation

e of
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of her friends; but at present she insisted

that he should immediately set off for

Vienna ; nor return to Clagenfurth until

within a month of the allotted time.

With these conditions, although he

thought them severe, Albert was obliged to

comply : accordingly he repaired to Vi-

enna, accompanied by Leopold ; and having

paid their respects to the Emperor, they

proceeded to Mittewald, and from thence

to Treviso ; thus spending the time al-

lotted for his banishment; at the conclusion

of which, the Princess, whose heart was su-

perior to disguise, gave him her hand, with

a frankness that assured him of future hap-

piness; and so truly did he experience it,

that it became a friendly rivalship,, which

of the four, Adeline, Zulima, Matilda, or

Alphonsine, enjoyed the greatest share of

felicity ; they each, however, found them-

selves beloved, not only by their husbands,

but by their friends, their servants, and

their subjects, fully exemplifying that

grand
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grand truth, that a virtuous conduct will

for ever ensure a lasting respect.

While these happy ecu pics enjoyed the

highest feliciry permitted to human nature,

the venerable Count Von Werdenberg

contemplated them with an eye of parental

affection ; he made no distinction between

them, but considered them equally as hk

own child. Frequently, however, would

a sigh, at the recollection of his past hap-

piness, escape him ; but the company of his

friends, Leopold, Ardolph, and De Rosen-

berg, served to banish retrospection, and

he lived many years encircled by a nume-

rous family, whose early virtues promised

to give additional lustre to the houses of

Werdenberg, De Mount fort^ and Clagers-

furlh.
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